East Analysis

The deepest division (according to the ratings) in the league. Two 1300+ point teams will battle it out for first. Will they kill each other so much that neither gets the wild card? Probably not, the wild card *should* come from this division, but only two of these teams will have a chance to advance.  Pity the Millers and the Sticks who would be the favorites in the West.

Torture

Outstanding starting pitching. Four starters with > 25 steals. Very good fielding team. Late additions of Jones and Edmonds added power.

Questions: This team isn’t slow, but may torture their opponents with a very balanced team. Will Hoffman and the rest of < $1 mil pen be adequate?  Starters will need to eat up the innings. Bench is thin and weak. Injuries could hurt. 

Prediction: This is a solid team from top to bottom. A sure contender.

Rating: 1445

Sticks

The much discussed Sticks have power everywhere (6 > 25 HRs) had a last minute change of heart to improve their pitching. D is weaker than average. Three solid starters. Bargain closer.

Questions: Did they go too far so as to turn the Sticks into Twigs? The rating change says that they weakened their team going from at 1200+ rating to 802.  Bullpen is bargain priced and will need plenty of innings from the starters. Bench is thin and weak. Injuries could hurt this team. 

Prediction: With some monster years from big 3 starters, A-Rod and Giambi  they could contend for the wild card. 

Rating: 802

Bullets

A balanced team, well, as balanced as a team can be with Bonds. Five players with 22 or more HRs, but no one else > 9. No starter with OB < .362 Average D -  Great defensive right side of Inf, weak left side. Solid OF D. Bargain starters anchored by Mussina, but will rely on pen, primarily Felix Rodriguez to eat up innings.

Questions: Bonds will get his, but will Fenway slow down the others? Will bargain pitchers turn out to be garage sale items by mid-season? No cap room (10k) to make any mid-season moves.

Prediction: Should be in the hunt for at least a wildcard spot. Will depend somewhat on how lucky Bonds is with the small BPHRs in this league. 

Rating: 1301

Millers

Hitting is solid if not spectacular. D has average range, but a lot of errors from Guzman, Brosius, and Drew.  Not a lot of power or speed. 

Questions: Will it be Miller Time or a hangover? Three lefty starters, always iffy even in Comerica. No true closer could be problematic. Will he get enough power?

Prediction: Will struggle in a tough division. 

Rating: 825

Central  Analysis

The Borg appears to be the class of this division with Humpy having a chance if he can pick up some pop along the way. Bombers helped themselves at the last minute and may prove that balance can win and the Predators may surprise with their pitching and D. 

Borg

Spectacular 1717 rating. Highest rating of any team makes them the preseason favorites. Three very solid starters, two bargain. Bullpen is small,  and bargain priced. Offense has seven 20+ HR hitters. All 1 infield and 1 in CF will improve pitching. Team maximized cap to exactly $80 mil.

Questions: Will the leads be so big that having no closer isn’t important? Will pitch tired a lot in the 9 th. Very right handed. Only 2 LH and 1 SH on team.  Weak bench, no backup SS, 2 backup C.

Prediction: Only lack of closer will keep this team from > 100 wins. Still should run away with the Central.

Rating: 1717

Bombers

Bombers made a magical, mystery tour through every free agent in the pool (or so it seems) to improve rating from -108 (yes, that’s a minus sign) to 673. It’s rumored that TSN had to buy extra computing power to keep up with their transaction rate. Team has power – five 30+ hr guys and 2 more with 22+, should have a decent offense. Good starting pitching with weak secondary relievers. Guardado the closer.

Questions: Will relievers cost them? Will Park match up with the #1 starters in the league? Can a balanced team with no big superstars win?

Prediction: Does everything OK, nothing spectacular. If Borg bullpen falters, Bombers may be there to capitalize.  Could compete for a wild card spot.

Rating: 673

Predators

A pitching and defense team. Defense will drop points off of pitching batting average and help pitching very much. Very good starting 3 with Lopez thrown in. Wagner very good closer. Rest of bullpen more suspect. Piazza and Ramirez can bop. 

Questions: Will Piazza and Ramirez be enough. Only 3 .300 hitters and low ob guys. Can this team score enough runs to avoid being also-rans? 

Prediction: Predators looking for prey and not to pray. Won’t get enough pitching to beat out the Borg. Could challenge for wild card by beating up on the Bombers and Humpalot.

Rating: 758

Humpalot

Owned by and named after former Bond Girl. Below average attack. Above average defense. Very, very good starting pitching. Above average bullpen. Much better offense v LH pitching.

Questions: Needs one more bopper. Can he score enough runs with no >30 HR hitter and only three .300 hitters? Has three dead spots in lineup (Jackson, Clayton, Tyner)  v RHP. Can I Rod stay healthy enough to avoid another dead lineup spot often? Can starting pitching get a lot of innings despite low stamina numbers?

Prediction: Will struggle at the plate but will stay in games with starting pitching. A test of whether good pitching beats good hitting in SOM. Will sill finish behind the Borg but could be a wildcard threat.

Rating: 1079

West Analysis

The weakest division by far. No >1000 point teams. Winner from this division will be around .500.  The Blades and the Revenge appear to be the strongest, but not so much so that they will run away from the other two teams, particularly if the other two teams outstanding pitching contain  their potent lineups. This should be a close, four team race.

Blades

Zigged when everyone else zagged. Only true hitters park in the league. Will attempt to pound teams into submission.  Five 25 hr+ guys. Will score runs. Believes in quantity rather than quality in the pen. 

Questions: Will they give up to many runs with bargain pitching staff that features two lefty starters? Two .5 closers and four .5 pitchers. Weak Defense.

Prediction: Lousy D and hitters ballpark will hurt weak pitching staff, but in the weakest division in the league will hit enough to contend for the division title.

Rating: 726

Revenge

Stars in the outfield. Decent infield. Very good D, except at 2b, will help average pitching staff. Pitching parks will help Williams and Moyer quite a bit. 

Questions: Can Urbina be effective as a closer? Will offense from the Star outfield be enough to overcome so-so pitching?

Prediction: In the West they will be right there battling it out.

Rating: 753

Last Team

Promises that this is his last team, but if he struggles to win will it be? Thome only outstanding hitter on team, but no real dead spots. Depending on starters (Penny, Burkett, Kile, Milton) to carry the day in Pac Bell Park.

Questions: Mesa is the closer. Team has some power, but will they hit a lot of solo shots? Only 2 .300 hitters. 

Prediction: Will fall a little short to either the Revenge or the Blades.

Rating: 651
Rain

Has some pop with 3 > 30 HR guys. Outstanding starting pitching. Should score some runs with a lot of solo shots.

Questions: Will the season Rain on his parade or can excellent starting pitching make up for porous defense and average hitting? Bullpen has three lefties. Praying that the SPs go deep into every game.

Prediction: Starting pitching will make this a four team race in the West. 

Rating: 657

(Note, these ratings are for example only and do not match the predictions above)

By total

Team
Totl
Ply
Rel
Start
Div

Burg
1590
849
679
669
C

Mord
1560
890
719
678
E

Silv
1492
863
704
695
E

bnbd
1253
879
707
756
C

Sanr
1152
810
713
669
E

Gray
1151
828
710
696
W

Duck
1144
823
768
672
E

gnol
967
798
704
686
C

Mob
925
818
785
692
W

Ortl
850
789
732
678
C

Drag
788
804
768
699
W

Unit
709
790
724
707
W

By Division
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849
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Mord
1560
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719
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E
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1492
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704
695
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713
669
E

Duck
1144
823
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672
E

Gray
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828
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W

Mob
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785
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W

Drag
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W

Unit
709
790
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W

By Lineup
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C
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E
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W
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1152
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E
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W

gnol
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704
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C
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724
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W

Ortl
850
789
732
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By SPs
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Sanr
1152
810
713
669
E

Burg
1590
849
679
669
C

Duck
1144
823
768
672
E

Mord
1560
890
719
678
E

Ortl
850
789
732
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C

gnol
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686
C

Mob
925
818
785
692
W

Silv
1492
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704
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E

Gray
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828
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W
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699
W
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709
790
724
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W

bnbd
1253
879
707
756
C

By RPs
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C
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713
669
E

Mord
1560
890
719
678
E

Unit
709
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724
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789
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Drag
788
804
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Mob
925
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785
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W

