The Story of Sharon

Part 1:  Birth

A story by Goku

It's been exactly three months after Shen and Marlene were officially married. Shen never forgot his vow he made to his loved one. He promised that, whatever child Shen and Marlene would have, that Shen would love and care for both of them for all his life.

So it was beginning to get around the time that Shen and Marlene would soon decide to make a baby. It was one night in September. Shen and Marlene were eating dinner. Marlene, sitting across from Shen on the other side of the table, folded her hands under chin. She looked into Shen's face, as he was still eating. Shen then suddenly stopped eating and saw that Marlene was looking right into his eyes. She seemed troubled. "Marlene dear" Shen said "Everything alright?" Marlene let out a sigh before she could answer. "Shen honey" she began "I think it's time we started having a baby." Shen gulped down whatever food was in his mouth. "You... serious?" he asked. Marlene then looked down at her plate. She looked like she was about to cry. Shen then got up and went over to her side. "I'm sorry honey" he said putting his hand on her shoulder "I'm sorry I upsetted you." Marlene then looked up at Shen. "No darling" she said "It's okay. I understand that you're not quite ready yet." "Well" Shen said putting his hand behind his head "It's not that I'm not ready. I just wanna know if.. you'r ready." Shen didn't want to admit that he was the one who wasn't ready. He was afraid, and Marlene could sense it. "Shen honey" she said "I am ready. That's why I asked you if you were." "I see" Shen said "I'm sorry dear." Marlene the held Shen's hand. "Listen darling" she said, looking imploringly into Shen's eyes "You made me that sacred vow on our honeymoon. I trust you won't break it. So now it's time. I really want a child Shen. I want to have a baby. Having a joy like one would be really meaningful in our lives." Shen thought it woudl be, but he also remembered such responsibilty as a part of it. "You mean, shall we make on tonight?" Shen said. Marlene then looked down. "Yes" she answered "I want a baby Shen." Shen then knelt down beside her. "I remember honey" he said "I do remember our sacred vow. I promised you I would never break it. So I guess you're right. now is the time for me to live up to my word." Marlene then looked happily into Shen's face. She then hugged and kissed him. "Oh thank you Shen" she said "I really love you for that." "Yeah" Shen said "Glad you do."


So tonight, they decided to go through the process. At the stroke of nine, Shen and Marlene were in bed, giving into their passions. Shen kissed every inch of Marlene's body, as Marlene indulged in it. Not only was it for makignt he baby, but it was special enough for them to experience passion while they began the process. Both Shen and Marlene kissed. Shen was doing his part in what was needed to pass on the seed. Marlene and Shen kept at it. Then, when they felt their duty was done; they layed next to each other and fell asleep.

It was the beginning of the new offspring. In his sleep; Shen was thinking about the results. 'Marlene will be pregnant' he thought 'And i'll be a father. Gee, pressure's on now.' He then thought of his earlier conflicts. 'Hmmm. Boy or girl. Which will it be? It really wouldn't matter. But i would love to train my child to be a good fighter. With a boy; the chances would be better. But still; a girl could be jsut as good. I dunno. I'll have to wait nine months before the results. God, I'm so nervous. This baby will be a joy I'm sure; but my vow is never gonna be broken. I'll never leave Marlene or the baby. I never would do that. I'll always love them. But still, means a whole lotta pressure. Hope I can handle it.' Shen wnet back to sleep. He figured he woudl enjoy some time with Marlene before she got fully pregnant. Pressure was really on Shen now.



---------------------

A full two months passed. Shen took Marlene to the doctor daily, and Marlene kept taking home pregnancy tests. Then, one day, Marlene bursted into Shen's room screamign with joy! "HONEY!!! HONEY!!!" She yelled!! "Marlene!?" Shen asked. Marlene then held up a strip. "IT TURNED BLUE!!!" she yelled. "Then that means..." Shen began. "WE'RE GONNA HAVE A BABY!!!" Marlene said with delight "ISN'T THAT WONDERFUL!!?!?!" "Oh yeah" Shen said "It really is." "In about another seven months, we'll ahve our very own baby boy or girl" Marlene said in delight "I'M SO EXCITED!!! Aren't you Shen honey?" "Course I am" Shen said "I've looked forward to this." Marlene then threw ehr arms around Shen. "I'm so glad" she squealed "I'm so glad you're not backing down on your promise. You'll be a wonderful daddy Shen." Shen kinda blushed. No one ever called him 'daddy' before. It kinda felt nice though. 

That night; all of Shen's freinds were notfied about this event. They gathered at Shen and Marlene's house. Marlene was busy talking with Kiana and Tawna. "That's so wonderful" Tawna said to Marlene "I'm so glad that you and Shen will have a baby." "What do you hope it'll be?" Kiana asked. "Dunno" Marlene said "Me and Shen would be perfectly happy with a boy or girl." "Well" Tawna said "Either you'd have a nice beautifuyl girl or a healthy ahndsome young boy is fine by us." "Yeah" Kiana said "I know you and Shen will make great parents." "Thanks" Marlene said "Me and Shen couldn't be happier. Shen was busy talking to Crash and Darwin. "So" Darwin said "Heard ya gonna be a daddy soon mate." "Oh yeah" Shen said "Kinda nervous though." "Don't blame ya" Crash said assuringly "I was pretty nervous myself when Danni was pregnant with my boys! Speaking of which; what kinda baby you hoping for?" "Well" Shen said "It really doesn't matter. I think one way or another, the baby'll be great. However, I do kinda prefer... a boy." "Nothin' wrong with that" Crash said "Bet ya, Marlene prefers a girl herself." "But ya know amte" Darwin said "There's gotta be a betta' reason why you'd like a boy. I mean, dun' get me wrong..I know you ain't sexist or anyhthing. But is there any peticular reason why?" "Well" Shen started "I want my kid to learn how to fight and defend itself at an early age. See, younger boys would probably like learning how to fight at an early age. I don't beleive at an early age, that girls would be interested. I don't think it would amtter; but with a boy, my chances of having a boy fighter at an early age would eb greater." "AH" Darwin said "But cheer up mate. Ya know that you'll teach yer kid fighting no matter what gender it is." "Yeah" Shen said "I just hope it'll be interested and carry on my legacy of combat." "I beleive it will" Crash said "Don't worry so much about it." "Thansk buddy" Shen said. Coco then jumped in. "I heard what you said Shen" she said. "GAH!!!" Shen said surprisingly. He then bowed his ehad down in shame. "I'm sorry Miss Coco! Forgive me if I have sounded sexist to you." "Sexist?" Coco said "No, of course not. Shen, it's okay." Shen then lifted his head up. "It is?" he asked. "Yeah! I can see you're only concerned" she said "And I don't blame you. I kinda admit that us girls at early ages aren't real interested in fighting." "Really?" Shen said. "Yeah; very few are I suppose" she said "Especially when they're like four or five. It's usually aorund six that I beleive they wish to learn." "But" Shen said "I was kinda hoping for earlier than that." "I see" Coco said "It's okay. I beleive that whatever kid you get; you'll be a great father to him or her, and you'll train it with all your skills. I want you to know that no matter what kind of child you get; you'll still be a great role model to it, and will probably follow in your ways." Shen then smiled. "Thanks Coco" he said "That was very supportive." "Think nothing of it" she said as she walked away. "Wow!" Shen said "You really have a nice sister Crash. You shoudl be more ncie to her often." Crash frowned a little. "Yeah. If only she was more nice to me" he said jokingly. Both Shen, Crash and Darwin let out a laugh.

Shen knew coco was right. no matter what kid Shen would get; it would always look up to him and train under him Even though Shen still kinda wanted a boy; he still felt that it was his responsibility to take care and teach his child.

So for the enxt seven months he would wait, and see what would come.

Every day, Shen would write in his journal; worried about the outcome of the future events that would come. He thought of his responsibilty as a father; and how he kept his word to always love and teach his child ther ways that he learned it. So one night, he wrote in his journal:


Dear Journal,


Six months have passed since Marlene became pregnant. I've taken her to the doctor's office every day and night. At moments, there were times when she felt the baby was coming. We'd rush her to the hospital, and then realize it was a false alarm. But that's oaky; I udnerstand compeltely. Yes; all the weird food she craves. Yesterday, she used ketchup oin her salad and hard a sardine sandwich. I tell ya, women crave the strangest stuff when they're pregnant.

As for ym friends, they've been very supportive. Whgen Vector and I train together, he always asks me how my wife is doing and what kinda stuff I'll teach my kid. He's a good pal, and understands that no matter what kid I'll get, I'll always teach him/her the importance of honor and fighting. Crash and Coco have been like family to me, always inviting me and Marlene over for talk and stuff. Coco said that she recently was trying to get amrried. She's very shy. I hope she finds the right man soon enough. Crasdh is really happy with Danni, and their kids are doing great. They're real nice hosts too. Crash and Danni really know how tot each their kids respect. I jsut hope I can follow them and raise a proper family in the same way. And Kiana ands Darwin seem happy together too. I think they're perfect for each other. Snappy and monnika are really nice hosts too. (Rumor has it that Vector and Monnika may get married someday. That'd be nice. They're pretty sweet together.) 

Oh man, I talk too much, Just trying to get the jest of it seeing how I'm gonna be a father in three more months., OH man, three months. A week after that will be Christmas! I wouldn't beleieve it myself, but hey.

Recently, not too much activity has been going on. No villians or anything. I guess we pretty much rooted all the pwoerful ones./ Me, Vector, Crash, Danni, and the others do part time communtiy service hunting terrorists, criminals, and thugs all over the world when the call is needed. We do this as a way of making the world safe. Good thing we're strong enough to deflect bullets off our chests. ^^ I'm jsut glad people don't give us publicity. Then we'd be attacked by new reproters and papperozzis. God what a life THAT would be. >.<

Anyways, gotta go. tommorrow, I'm taking my wife over to the old battle field arena where I fought and defeated Armnikron some time ago. I still wonder fi they'll ever reopen it.

Gotta run. Later.

Shen Lo Ken.



With that, Shen closed his journal and got up from his desk. He then went to his bed and pulled the covers over hsi body. He then turned out the light. But he still couldn't sleep. He kept his eyes wide open as he stared at the ceiling..wondering what would happen. 'Geez' he thought to hismelf 'I'm still so worried. C';mon Shen, pull yourself together man. It'll be oaky. You'll be a good father..no doubt.' With that, he clsoed his eyes and fell asleep.


*************************8


The enxt morning, Shen was sleeping rather sloppily. His leg hung over off the side of the bed. His bed covers were messed up and sliding off the side of the ebd. Shen was lying on his stomach, and he was oblivious to the fact that he was drooling on his pillow. Just then, Shen felt a light tap on his shoulder. "YYYYYASAAAAAAHHHHHHHHH!!!!!!" Shen yelled as he was startled by the sudden tap. He then hopped up on top of his bed and got in a ready stance. But then, he looked down and saw his wife on the floor. "GAH!! Marlene!!! It's you!!" he said shocked. Marlene was annoyed. "Course it's me dummy....you've got soem nerve attacking me like that!!" she snapped back. (Shen blushed anime style with a huge sweat drop coming down his head. 
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) "Er...sorry honey!" he said sheepishly. Marlene got on her feet, and then punched Shen in the stomach. He fell back down on his bed with a loud thud. "that'll teach you" she said "Don't EVER attack me again!!" Shen got up on his feet. "Forgive me muffin...I thought an iintruder was trying to get me. I was only trying to defend us. Won't happen again, promise." Shen said. Marlene then rolled her eyes. "Shen, you're too darn edgy" she said "Why don't we go on our walk over to the old battle arena. I'd like to see you reinact that fight agaisnt that..that...what was that guy's name again?" "Armnikron?" Shen replied. "Yeah. That's the guy." she said "So get dressed and ready to leave dear." With that, she walked out of the room and left Shen to change into his clothes. "Man" Shen said "I may have married her for some time, but even I can be afraid of her. She really knows how to keep a guy in line." With that,Shen went to go change into his clothes.


When shen got dressed, he rushed downstairs. He saw nmarlene in her white shirt and shorts. "All set honey?" she asked Shen. "Oh yeah "Shen replied. Shen then saw Marlene coem up to him. Shen saw her bloated stomach, from the effect that the baby was still developing inside her. "Shen hoeny" she said "How do I look?" Shen of course knew marlene was referring to her appearance due to her stomach. Shen of coruse, knew that it was customary at moments like this, for husbands to lie to their wives about their appearance. "Oh you look great honey" Shen said "Can hardly tell the difference." Marlene looked at Shen. "You sure? I still think I'm a bloated cow." "Aw honey" shen repleid "You're not a cow., You're a gorgeous woman .Trsut em on that!" "Shen..." Marlene said "It's oaky. you don't have to lie to me. I know my figure's changed greatly with the baby and all; I knwo better. I asked you to see how yuo'd respond. You're just liek any other man that would respond to his pregnant wife." Shen blushed and rwealized that Marlene was one smart lady he married. "Er...yeah honey. But you're still beautiful to me. Honest." he replied "And you're so smart too! I'm so happy to have married a great woman like you..my lil' rag muffin!" Marlene giggled and hugged Shen. "You big lug" she said "ALways knows how to compliment the aldies. Still have it don't ya?" Shen blushed more and grinned. "Well erm..that's me. You know me like a book honey." Marlene then elt go of Shen and opened the front door. "C'mon..let's go see that old battle arena you told me about. I'd like to see it." And with that, Shen and Marlene went out the door.

******************


When they arrived at the old battle arena; Shen and Marlene looked at it wonder. "It's berautiful Shen" she said "All that architecture; it's gorgeous." "Yeah "Shen said "That's where I first met my pupil Coco." Shen replied. "You tell em all abotu how well she fought" Marlene said "It proves what an excellent teacvher you were." "Yeah" Shen said. But Shen didn't really tell her eeverything. It was back when Shen was mean and abusive. He was headstrong about teaching coco, and very ruthless on her. He also didn';t tell MArlene about how Arminkron took control of Coco. It would be enough. So he only told Marlene that coco defeated Arminkron with a final blast. "Let's go inside" Marlene urged Shen. Shen then snapped out fo his trance. "HuH? Oh yeah..let's go!" And off they went, into the old structure.


In the arena, Marlene and Shenw ere standing in the center. Marlene gazed at the amphitheatre surrounding the arena. At the very top, was the throne and spectacle booth where Papu Pau sat to announce the games. "Wow" Marlene said "It's like we're in Rome in the Colleseum." "Yeah" Shen said "And only the greatest fighters ever made it here! And ehre we stand honey, right where all the action took place." "I wonder fi they'd ever reopen it" Marlene asked. "MAybe" Shen replied "After all, there are plenty of fighters out there with great abilities. we could ahve another tournament." 

Just then, a familair voice called out, accompanied by another. Shen and marlene turned around. They saw Vector and Crash walking towards them. "What's up Shen?" Vector asked. "How's it goin' big guy?" Crasha sked. Shen smiled. "Hey Vector, Crash..hi!!" Marlene then bowed to them as well. "Good to see you twoa gain" she replied. Vector and Crash stopped short inf ront of Shen and Marlene. "Shen" Vector said "I thought we';d find you two here!" "Really?" Shen asked. "Yeah" Crash replied": Only a sap like you would bring his own wife tot he very spot where he won a major victory." Shen blushed. "Well eh..yeah..I..guess." "Thsat's my husband" Marlene said "Always doing his best to please the ladies." "As do I": Crahs said. "By the way" Vector asked "How's the baby coming along Marlene?" "Quite good. Only a few more months to go, and then our beautiful baby will be born." "Nervous Shen?" Crash asked. "Well......." Shen said hesitantly "Sorta." MArlene laughed and pounched Shen lightly in his arm. "Wahddya mean sorta?" She alughed "I think you're petrified." "Eh heh" Shen blushed "My wife..always knows me. Isn't she great?" Vector smiled and then told Shen something. "Shen..we ran into someone oon the way who knows your name and is related to you." he replied. "Huh?" Shen asked. "Who is it?" Marlene asked. "He'll reveal himself to you once he comes out. He said he was looking for you and finally found you." Vectore replied. Vector then turned around and called out. "Come on out!! Shen wants to meet you!"

From out of the doorway came a figure. He appeared to be a brown fox with dark brown spikey hair. He wore a read shirt and black pants for his gi. he also wore a black belt as well. He appeared to have a serious face, and he too had a magnificent tail like Shen's, only it was brown. "Shen..long time no see!" the figure called out! Att hat moment..Shen looked in astonishment as he saw the figure approach him. His expression was one fo shock. his mouth was held wide open. "fei...Fei..Fei Wu?" he asked. "huh?" Marlene asked "Fei Wu? What does that mean Shen?" The figure then stopped in fron of Shen. "Fei Wu?" Shen asked the figure. The figure laughed and stroked his hair bakc. He spoke iun a serious tone but with a friendly face. "That's right Shen, nice to see you still remember me." He then extended out his ahnd tot ry and shake Shen's. He then said "It's been a long time since we last saw each other.....Big Brother!"


Marlene and Crash looked at Fei Wu in astonishment!! "Big brother!!!?" Crash yelled out. "So he is related to Shen" Vector said. "What?" Marlene excalimed "Shen, you never told me you had a brother." Shen then felt awkward. "Whoa guys. Wait a sec. It's a long story." "that's right" Fei Wu exclaimed "I'm Shen Lo Ken's younger brother, Fei Wu Ken!" "WHAT?" MArlene yelled again. (She then fainst anime style. Fei Wu is elft with a puzzled look on his face. ) "Hey Shen" Fei Wu asked "Whos' the girl you're with?" "Oh" Shen said "She's my wife, Marlene!" She then looked down at the floor. "Erm..Marlene?" (Marlene was wide eyed and appeared to be drolling at the mouth.) "Weird" Fei Wu explained "I always wondered if you'd amrry a crazy woman bro!" "Well..." Shen explained "She's a great gal. Oh yeah, as you can..she's also pregnant. She's due in about another three months." "Wow!" Fei Wu said. He then smiled slyly at Shen. "You old fox you" he said "She's actually beautiful!" "Oh come on now" Shen said "you'd think I would marry an ugly woman?" "Well" Fei Wu said "Mom always said I ahd the looks in the family!" "Yeah right" Shen smiled. Then he sighed. "Yeah..mom..God rest her soul." Marlene tyhen got back up! She then looked at Fei Wu. "So" she said "You're Shen's younger brother then?" "That's right" Feiu Wu repleid "And you're his wife." "Well..where have you been?" she asked "And how come Shen never told me about you?" "Lemme explain" Fei Wu said. And then he began.,


"Me and Shen lived in Japan for quite a while. It was during this time that we trained under our amster. Me and my brother wnet toi fight an opposition one day. At that moment, I fell down into a chasm. Shen must've assumed I was lodt forever. Miracuously enough; I survived. I was brought in and looked after by a couple of priests. They then told me my brother was alive and defeated the evil monster. But they said he was so stricken by grief over the supposadly loss of me, and his master, that he decided to leave Japan and start anew. Butt he problem was..they didn';t know where he was." Everyone looked at Fei Wu in shock. "so you assumed your brother was dead" Crash said "And you couldn't fidn him." "how awful" marlene said "I'm so sorry to have questioned you." "Think nothing of it" Fei Wu replied "But tiw asn;'t until years alter I heard about the fox who beat Armnikron at the Martial Arts Tiurnament; helped defeat Lorg and his minions, and then helped defeat the evil androids! It was then that I relaized that that fox warrior, was indeed my brother! so I wnet to Australia, and i finally foudn him!" He then looked at Shen with sly eyes. "And how'd have thought he was already married and a future father by the time I found him!" Shen smiled. botht eh brothers started to laugh. "I'll be damned" Shen said "My brother is alive!!" "you bet bro" Fei Wu said" I gotta lotta catchiung up to do. Good thing Ia rrived before your baby would be born." "You bet!" Shen said "I trust you've emt Vector and Crash." "Oh yeah" Fei Wu said "They say you're on helluva fighter. Guess it runs in the family." "You're a fightrer like my husband too then?" Marlene asked. "Oh yeah" Fei Wu said "We probably are both equal in strength." "Well" marlene said "It amy takew some time for you to get acquainted...but it's good to see a happy reunion of two lost brothers." "Yeah" Shen said, startign tog et misty eyed "It almsot makes me wanna cry." Fei Wu Ken chuckled. "Easy big guy" he said "Don't get mushy on me jsut cause I'm back!! you and I owe each other alotta quality time. So elt's get started!"


What a day, Shen thought. 'What seemed like a day to take Marlene out on a walk turns into a reunion with me and my loing lost brother! Man, things get weirder every tiem I ahng out with guys like Crash.' 


So Fei Wu ken, Shen's long lsot brother ahs returned., He is already getting acquainted with amny members! And with only a few more motnhs to go until Shen's daughter be born, Fei Wu couldn't have made ebtter timing.

And it appears someone is following Fei Wu Ken. A young vixen anmed..that's right..our little eternal youth Sheila.


Sheila had been following Fei Wu Ken all this time. She keeps being love struck at the sight of him. "WOW! what a hunk!" she'd say. Or "God he';s gorgeous!" "I: wanna be his girlfriend!!" Sheila, the forver sixteen year old fox girl had been following Fei Wu Ken around. Will she reveal hewrself to him?


And only three months remain until Shen's babt is born. There's plenty of excitment heading your way, in our enxt episode!!

The very enxt morning, Shen woke up early for his daily training. With his friends, Crash, Vector, and now even his astranged brother, Fei Wu. As he was getting hos clothes on, he kept thinking to himselkf, 'WoW!! not only will our baby be born soon, but I finally see my brother again for him to witness this. I'm glad some of my family still exists!' But jsut ebfore he was going out the door, Marlene woke up. "Shen honey' she said groggily, "Why are you going out this early?" "Oh" Shen said "Well today is special training, because I finally get to train side to side with my long lost brother." "It's nice you're brother's back and all" Marlene replied, "But can't he wait till later?" "No way" Shen said "He really wants to see what I can do! And I'm gonna show him. I'll catch you at lunchtime honey. Love you!" And with that, Shen went out the door. Marlene just rolled over. She then hoped that morning sickness would not come back; for it would be only two months until the big day would arrive. "Once Shen becomes a father" she said to herself, "He better ahve a lot more on his mind than fighting."



--------------


At a nearby area, where everyone did their training, Shen glided over it. He saw Vector and Fei Wu talking amongst themselves. "And you can fly as well?" Vector asked Fei Wu. "Oh yeah" Fei Wu said "Me and my bro learned it from our master." "I see" Vector said "And you know plenty of special attacks as well?" "Sure" Fei Wu said, "I trust Shen knows many too!!" "Yeah, he does. I jsut wonder if he'll ever ahve more time to train with us once the baby arrives. I wonder how she'll react to see her own father in action in the big tournament next year." "Probably will be confused. She'll be like only a one year old man" Fei Wu said. "Oh yeah" Vector replied "Guess it would take some time for her to figure out what her father was into." "As well as you" Fei wu said "Shen told me you were really strong." "Yeah, I guess I am." Vector said. 

Just then, Shen landed! "Hi guys!" he said. "Hey Shen" Vector replied. Fei Wu turned aroudn and smiled. "Good mornin' bro!" he said. "Hey Fei Wu. Glad you guys came early! Where's Crasha nd the others?" Shen said. "They should be ehre in an hour" Vector replied "Your brother here wants to see what a good fighter you are." "Yeah" Fei Wu said "I trust you've amstered our techniques jsut as well me." "Well" Shen said "Maybe. I dunno. You've been gone for quite some time bro! I wonder if you've improved." "We'll just have to find out" Fei Wu said "Let's do a bit of a warm-up! You and me." Both the brothers smiled, and liked the idea of the challenge! "Alright" Shen said "Sounds like a good idea! Then we'll both know how we've improved!" "Excellent" Fei Wu said "Let's go!"


Both fighters got into their stances. At that instant, Fei Wu began to power up!! Bright light flashed around him as he yelled out very loudly to signal his attack!! Shen did likewise, and both of the brothers began to power up immensely, creating strong winds around them and bright light engulfing them! At that moment, Fei Wu made the first attack, throwing a fist at Shen. Shen easily blocked the fist; but Fei Wu then swung his right leg towards Shen. Shen immediately dodged it, and then elaped intot eh air. He then plunged forward with his foot raised, and ready to strike. He swung his foot at Fei Wu, who then blocked it with his arm. Fei Wu then grabbed Shen's elg, and flung him aside. Shen then stopped in mid air, and launched a fireball from his hands! Fei Wu saw it coming, and quickly dodged it. He then launched a fireball from his ahnds towards Shen. Shen bounced it aside with his fist like a ball, and then flew towards Fei Wu. Soon, they were engaged in a fast mpotion fight. They were both throwing kicks and punches left and right. Both blocked them very well, and they were fighting in mid-air nicely. Vector watched the fight with great interest. 'Incredible' he thought to himself 'They both posess similar power, and they move fast like that! I have a feeling both are equally good!! They both posess great techniques. There's no doubt that this kinda power runs in their family!'

The fight still continued. Fei Wu then launched a beam of energy from his ahnds. Shen quickly dodged it, and threw a beam of energy from his hands!! Fei Wu then dodged it really fast, and came towards Shen with great speed! Shen stood poised, and Fei Wu then threw a wild punch. Shen blocked the punch, and swung his leg at Fei Wu. The kick missed, and Fei tried to swing his leg at Shen. Shen quickly blocked it with his arms, and then swung his right foot at Fei Wu's face. It hit his face dead on, causing Fei Wu to fall towards the Earth. But Fei Wu then regained his sense, and flew back intot eh air after Shen. Fei Wu then released another beam fo energy from his hands, which Shen dodged. But then, Fei Wu flew straight towards Shena gain, and attempted to punch him in the chest. Shen quickly blocked it, and then punched Fei Wu in the face with his fist. Fei Wu then fell tot he ground like a rock. Shen then hovered right abck down tot eh ground again.

Fei Wu got back up, and rubbed his face. He was fine, and only had a minor bruise on him. He looked at his brother, and the two fo them both laughed!! "Well Shen" Fei Wu said "I gotta hand it to ya, you still got it!" "Yep" Shen said "I owe it all to hard work and training; just like our master wanted it!" "Yeah" Fei Wu said "Boy, would mom be proud of ya!" "You too bro" Shen said "She'd love watching her boys succeeding like this!" Vector then came up to them. "You guys are both good fighters" he said "I can see this runs in your family!" "Perhaps" Shen replied "Me and my bro have trained under our master for soem time." "Who is your amster?" Vector asked. "We gave a vow never to reveal his name" Fei Wu said sharply "I trust you didn't tell them Shen." Shen then remembered that he had ocne accidently blurted out his amster's name, during the time when the androids were dominant. but of course, he lied. "Oh..of course not bro!! I did nothing of the sort." Shen said. "Good" Fei Wu said "Cause the amster's art is sacred and unique! no one else msut know his name to steal his techniques!!" "Hmmm" Vector said "Your master must have been very wise and careful not to reveal himself! for anyone else to gain such power could be used in the wrong way." "Yes" Fei Wu said "You are msot definitely right!" Shen kinda blushed a little. 'Oh man' he thought to hismelf 'I hope my brother doesn't fidn out I accidently told Coco some time ago about my master's name. But it was so long, I'm sure she forgot! and it was only once.' "You oaky Shen?" Vector asked. "Huh? Oh yeah..I'm fine!!" Shen replied!





About two hours alter; everyone else arrived for the training! Crash, Coco, Danni, and Sarnie. Danni and Sarnie sparred with each other, on the ground, by throwing kicks and punches at each other and blocking them. Crash and Vector both trained in mid-air, and were trying to ddoge every punch, kick, and fireball thrwon at them. Coco was watching Shen and Fei Wu fight as she lifted weights! When the two were done sparring, and took a break, Coco deicded to get to know them!! She wnet up to Fei Wu and introduced ehrself. "Hello! Pleased to meet you, my name is Coco Bandicoot! Your Shen's brother right?" "Yeah "Fei Wu replied "That I am!" "Well lemme jsut say, that Shen's been an excellent teacher of mine!! I'm sure you and him ahve trained ahrd together!" Coco replied. "Yeah" Fei Wu said "Me and my brother go way back! Training daily jsut like this!!" "Oh!" Coco said "I trust you already know Shen's gonna be a father!!" "Yeah" Fei Wu said "Didn't expect that when i arrived here!" "Well..surprise" Coco giggled "By the wayt, I'm Crash Bandicoot's sister! I can fight and do stuff jsut liek he can!" "He's the dude sparring with Vector right?" Fei Wu asked. "Yep!" Coco replied "And you msut also knwo that Vector's gonna egt married soon too!" "No kiddin'?" Fei Wu asked "Damn, I've missed a lot!!"


Just then, a cloud of dust appeared over the horizon! Shen then looked over his shoulder, and saw a familair fox girl riding a bright red motorcycle towards the training center! She ahd golden hair, and the bracelt aroudn her arm that made her stay young forever! "Oh hey..here comes Sheila!" Shen called out! Indeed it was Sheila. She aprked her motorcycle near the area,a nd got off. She wore her usually pink shirt and blue shorts! Shen then walked up to Shen, Fei Wu, and coco! "Hi guys!" Sheila said waving her hands! "Hi Sheila!" Shen said. "Waht's up girl?" Coco said. "Just another task for shen and Vector to do! I overheard that there has been a group of four terrorists who hijacked a plane leaving from France. They have control over it and are trying to crash into the White House in america!" Sheila said. "Hmph!! More of those bastards!" Shen said "Thanks for the tip Sheila!! Glad you got ahold of it! Me and Vector'll take care of it!" Shen then walekd over to get Vector. Sheila then stared at Fei Wu Ken. (Big red hearts soon were apparent over her eyes) "Hey Coco" Sheila said "Is that Fei Wu Ken?" "Yep" Coco said "Shen's bro!" "Wow!" Sheila said dreamingly, "He's so handsome!" (Coco looked at Sheila with a sweat drop over ehr head.) "Erm..he is..kinda!" Coco said. (Secretly, she ahd to admit..Sheila was in a way right!!)


"Another hijacking?" Vector asked. "Yep" Shen said "Let's get a move on!!" "We're on it!" Vector said. "Good luck you guys!! Get those pricks!!" Crash yelled!! "We will!!" Vector said. And the two of them blasted off intot the air, and began to fly towards the area where the plane was. Crash then noticed Sheila and Coco. He seemed a bit stunned when he saw Sheila making a doll face at Fei Wu; who didn't notice ehr yet because he was working out! "Uh oh" Crash said "Looks like that vixen has found another lover! I swear, that girl loves a pretty face!" Coco was still blushing anime style, withn a sweat drop over her ehad as Sheila was beginning to call out Fei Wu's name. "Heh" Crash said rubbing his back head "It amazes me that even by now, she still hans't lost her affection!"




***********************


In the airplane over the Atlantic, the terrorists were shotuing for everyone to keep down!! "DOWN!! DOWN!!" the main terrorist yelled! He worse a blue jacket and jeans!! "NOW LISTEN CAREFULLY!!! EVERYONE STAYS DOWN AND LETS US TAKE CONTROL!!!" He was holding a gun; a new kind of gun that could easily get past metal detectors!! "NO ONE DARE STOP OUR MISSION...OTHERWISE ALL WILL DIE!!! WE HAVE A BOMB WITH US!!" Another terrorist opens up his vest and reveals that palstic explosives are strapped to his chest! Everryone panics. "SHUT UP!!" the main terrorist yelled "AND STAY SILENT!! IF ANYONE INTERFERES...THEN WE SET OFF THE BOMB, AND EVERYONE DIES!!! STAY DOWN!!!!" Everyone is too scared tor eact. They stay on the ground, covering their ahnds over their heads!! The other two terrorists ahd tied up the pilot and co-pilot, and took control of the plane!! "we are almsot to our goal!" the terrorist pilot said. "Yes" said the terrorist co-pilot "Once we crash into the White house, America will be brought to its knees!!!" "Our cause will prevail!!" the terrorist pilot yelled!! But before they could even celebrate, the plane suddenly stopped!! It was suspended in mid-air, and was not moving!! "Waht the Hell?" the terrorist co-pilot yelled!! "This si impossible" the terrorist pilot yelled "What's going on!!!" Just then, a fist breaks through the window, and pulls the terrorist pilot out fo his seat!! the fist belonged to Vector! Vector then threw the terrorist into the ocean, where he drowned! Next, Vector jumped through the window. "You bastard!!" the terrorist co-pilot yelled! "DIE!!" He pulled out a razor blade and tried to stab Vector. Vector quickly gave the eterrorist a quick punch; which knocked him dead out!!


The main terrorist was confused!! "WHAT IS THIS!!!?" he yelled!! "WHY HAVE WE STOPPED!!!??" "Because of ME!!!" a vocie called out!! The two remaining terrorists looked to see Vector comign towards them!! "You will join your friends soon enough!! You will apy for your crimes!!" Vector said!! "HOW DID YOU KILL THEM!!?" The main terrorist asked violently. "I merely punched them" Vector said with a smirk!! The main terrorist was furious@ Immediately, he ebgan firing the gun at Vector. Everyone ducked and screamed. The main terrorist was smiling wickedly. But his smield soon faded, as he saw theat the bullets were merely bouncign off Vector's chest. "WHAT!?!?!" the main terrorist yelled!! "IT CANNOT BE!!!" Vector elt out a slight chuckle!! "You bet!! Show's over you flithy scum!!" vector then ran up to the main terrorist and punched him, knocking him out dead cold!! It didn't evne look like the terrorist was breathing. Vector then took the alst terrorist who ahd the bomb strapped to him, and flew him out into the air. There, he threw the terrorist into the sea.


Vector then flew into the cockpit, and using his powers, reassembled the broken glass abck into it's fine form. He then untied the pilot and co-pilot. "There now!" Vector said "You two can alnd the plane safely!!" "Thank you" the pilot said "You're a hero!!" "Just doing ym job" Vector said. Vector then flew through the wall without breaking it to get back outside the plane. "WHOA!!!" the co-pilot excalimed "You see that?" "Yeah" The pilot said "He msut be a super hero!!"

Vector then came bakc outside, and undreaneath the plane, where Shen was holding it up with his strenght in mid-air. "Hey Shen. The terrorists are dead!! The pilot and co-p[ilot ahve everythign udner control!" "Great" Shen said "Say uh..next time..can I dot eh fighting and you do the holding?" "Sure" vector said.

Shen then elt go of the plane, which flew safely towards its destination. "Welp. They day is saved once again!" Shen said. "Yeah" Vector said "Nice to do soem community service now and then." "Let's go back" Shen said. "right" Vector replied. And the two flew abck to their training camp.

They arrived back at the training camp, and saw that Sheila was still trying to get Fei Wu's attention. "Hey Shen" Vector said "Isn't that Sheila trying to get your brother's attention?" (shen blushed anime stlye) "Er..I think so!" (A huge sweat drop dropped down Vector's forehead!) "Er..I think it is!!"

Fei Wu ken was trapped listening to Sheila talking to him! "So, like, anyway...I was just travelling around one day, when my friend, Carolyn calls me..and she's like, you know, all talky and stuff. and she say..'Sheila, I jsut broke up with Bruce'. And I'm like, 'No way! get outta here!!' And she's all like, 'Totally' likes its like, 'No big Deal', and all. I mean, she' my firend..but she is like a total ho! you knwow aht i mean. I mean, she's a big time flirt with guys and all. So she like says that Bruce was a perv, and that...." Fei Wu was suddenly startign tog et a migraine! "Whoa whoa whoa!" Fei Wu said "That's um..interesting and all..but um...you seem to talk too fast!!" he then noticed Shen and Vector were abck. "Hey guys!" Fei Wu said. "Yo bro!" Shen said "Mission accomplished!" "Nice one!" Crash said giving a thumbs up! "Glad to see you guys handling this kinda stuff!" "all in a days work": Vector said "Just trying to make the world a more epaceful place!!" 


--------------------------------


Another month passed, followed by a few more weeks. FShen found living with his brother brought back the best in him. He was enver happier. And Shiela constantly came over, annoying Fei Wu to death. (even though he had a hunch she liked him.) Crash and Coco as well as everyone else trained ahrd every day; tog eqar up for enxt years big tournament.


Shen was so carefree for the past months, that he almsot forgot that very moment, when it woudl finally happen!!


*******

It happened one night. Shen was still asleep...as soundly as possible. He was totally unaware, that the night of the night of the 14th of December, that the big moment woudl come.

Shen was then being pushed on by Marlene! "Shen!" Marlene yelled" Shen!! Wake up!!" Shen woke up sleepily. "Huh? What is it?" he asked yawning. "It's time..." Marlene said. "Time?" Shen asked "For what?" "I'm very sure of it Shen. This is it!" Marlene said. "Huh?" Shen asked oblivious to his surroundings "What's it?" "Shen!!" Marlene yelled! "Our baby's about to be born!!!" Shen then violently woke up!!! His eyes bulged out widely, and huge sweat drops formed alla roudn him!!! "WWWWWAAAAAUUUUGGGHHHHH!!!" he yelled!!! He then jumped out of bed, and tried ot get his pants on! "HOLD ON MARLENE!!!" he said "I'M COING!!!!" "Hurry Shen" Marlene said "The water broke ten minutes ago!!!" Shen was still trying tog et his pants on 'Oh my God!' he thought 'This is it!!! Our baby's ognna be born!! I gotta hurry.'

And very soon..Shen's first child would be coming. Is he prepared for thsi vcery night for him to become a father? There's mroe coming your way.

When Shen was all prepared, and most of his friends, including his brother, were informed; he quickly decided to rush Marlene to the hospital. Shen helped Marlene into his car, and began to drive. Marlene was right beside him holding her bloated stomach.


"Hurry Shen" Marlene said, "I can feel the baby comin!"

"Hold on" Shen replied "We'll get you there in no time.

"I hope so" Marlene said "Cause I feel it may be too late!


Shen floored the gas pedal and drove through the rodes; trying to find the nearest hospital. It took him about thrity minutes; but he finally found it! The hospital everyone was at. Crash came up to Shen's car and greeted him.


"Big night tonight huh?" Crash said.

"No time now" Shen said hastily "We gotta get my wife into the infirmary now!"

"It's all been prepared" Crash replied.


Within minutes, assistants rushed towards Shen's car with a stretcher. Shen carefully helped Marlene out of the car, and helped her lay on the stretcher. Shen then followed her with the other assistants into the ward.

Inside the hospital, Shen kept by Marlene's side, as she was being rolled down the hallways. Shen held onto Marlene's hand; and was constantly sweating over the fact that this was the night it would finally happen! He was both excited and petrified at the same time!


"Are you alright honey?" Shen asked Marlene frantically.

"Yes dear" Marlene said "I'm here in the hospital, and everything's all set! I fell more assured now!"

"Good" Shen replied "Cause I'm gonna be by your side as soon as this baby gets born!"

"I appreciate it" Marlene said "I do indeed want you to witness this; seeing how you're gonna be the father soon."

"Yeah" Shen said letting out a light chuckle "Can't beleive it's happening now!"


At that moment, Marlene was brought intot eh infirmary. The assistants went through the process. They put Marlene in a hospital gown, and set her out on a well prepared bed. Then all the hospital technicians and assistantsa places weird machinery around her to monitor the baby's condition as well as Marlenes! Shen still ahd his hand wrapped around MArlene's.


"OW!!" Marlene yelped!

"GAH!!!" Shen gasped "Is the baby coming out so soon?"

"NO!" she yelled "YOU'RE HOLDING MY HAND TOO DAMN HARD!!!"

"Er..." Shen replied (blushing anime style) "Sorry!"

"JUST LOOSEN YOUR GRIP DUMMY!!!" MArlene yelled!!!

"It's alright Mr. Shen" one of the deliverers said "Hostility is normal for her! All aprt of the process!"

"SHUT UP YOU QUACK!!!" MArlene yelled "I'M GOING THROUGH HELL HERE!!"

"Easy honey" Shen tried to assure Marlene "We're gonna make it through this! I know being hostile is normal at times like this!"

"YEAH RIGHT!!!!" Marlene yelled! Then she felt the baby within her starting to come out! "AAAAAUUUGGGHHHHHHHHH!!!!"

"Breath honey..deep breaths!" Shen said assuringly to MArlene as he held a greater grip on her hand! "Nice and slow!"

"STOP SQUEEZING MY HAND DAMMIT!!!!!" MArlene yelled "I TOLD YOU IT HURTS!!!"

"Sorry" Shen said (Blushing again) "But we're gonna get through this dear. you jsut gotta relax! Deep breaths..remember what we wnet through..just like before..breath in..and out..in.."


Marlene put her trust in Shen. She took long hard deep breaths and regained ehr cool. She felt the great labor pains throughout her as the baby was traveling from its womb into the world. Marlene began to sweat and breath heavily. A few assistants alid her down and put a wet washcloth over her forehead to assure her comfort. (Or what was left of it.) She kept screaming as she felt the baby coming through. But Shen kept by her side like a dedicated husband, and clearly udnerstood that her hostile attitude towards him was all aprt of the process. After all, Marlene was the oen giving birth here...and Shen iamigned it to be quite painful!!


"In and out honey..nice and slow..almost there!" Shen kept assuring her.


Marlene then punched Shen in the face with her fist, and an angry look on her face. Shen held his nose, and stood back in disbeleif.


"Hey honey!" Shen said "I know you're experience pain and all..but don't take it out on me! Why did you ahve to hit like that!!?"

"BECAUSE YOU WERE CRUSHING MY HAND AGAIN BY HOLDING IT TOO HARD YOU MORON!!!" Marlene yelled back "HOW MANY TIMES DO I HAVE TO TELL YOU TO QUIT IT!!!!?"

"Er...oh." Shen replied meekly. (He blushed again, and a huge sweat drop appeared by his side.)

"AAAAAUUUUGGGGHHHH!!!!" MArlene yelled!!! "GOD THIS IS DEATH!!!! IT'S COMING!!!!"

"Oh geez!! I can't believe it. It's finally coming!" Shen said excitedily.

"HEY!!!!" MArlene yelled at Shen. (Shen looked perplexed.) "WHAT ARE YOU STANDING THERE LIKE AN IDIOT FOR!!!? GET OVER HERE AND HOLD MY FRIGGIN' HAND STUPID!!!"

"GYWA!!" Shen yelled. (He then collapsed anime style on the floor; feet high in the air. [image: image2.png]


)

--------------------------------


Back in the waiting room...everyone sat there waiting for the big moment.


"How long has it been?" Coco asked.

"Let's see" Vector replied (checking the clock) "About thirty minutes."

"Gee" Fei Wu said "I can't beleive my odler brother is finally having a kid! I got alotta catching up to do as an uncle now!"

"Strange ain't ti mate?" Danni replied "Shoulda coem soona'!"

"I know" Fei Wu said "If I only I knew where he was; I'd be there already."

"Dun' worry" Danni said assuringly "You twoa re still bruthas' right? You know, Shen couldn't have been happier seeing how again.

"Yeah" Fei Wu said "Last I saw of him was when he was a kid. Now he's all grown up and will now have a kid of his own! God, what an irony for me."

"Heh" Vector chuckled "You're a real pesimest you know that? As long as you and Shen are back together; and now you're an uncle; I'm sure everthing'll be great. Don't blame yourself for being late."

"And besides" Crahs said "I knwow aht pain you msut've gone through thinking your own bro was dead!"

"Yeah. I'd be sad too if I thought my brother was dead." Coco replied.

"Oh really?" Crash said slyly. "LAst I heard of that was back when I fought that android cat fish!"

"Har har" Coco said "Seriously tho'...as annoying as you could be soemtimes Crash..I'd miss you!"

"Thanks sis" Crash said with a big smile "Glad you're like that!"

"You think you'd be sad?" Danni said "With Crash gone..I'd be crestfallen more than ya'. I love the lil' nut!"

"Still your nut aren't I Danni?" Crash said smiling to her.

"Always will be" Danni replied. (The two then kissed.)

"Yeah" Fei Wu said "And you know what..not only is Shen happy..but I'll bet his wife is real happy too!"

---------------------

Back in the infirmary, MArlene was getting angry aniem style; with a violent look on her face. Shen once again held her ahnd too tight, and MArlene beat him on the head with ehr fist. (An anime lump formed on Shen's head; and his eyes were lightly dark swirls!)


"STOP HOLDING MY HAND LIKE THAT!!!!" MArlene yelled "GET IT THROUGH YOUR HEAD MORON!!!"

"Right. Sorry" Shen said meekly!

"Okay Miss Ken" the doctor replied "Your baby's coming out very soon. Just a few more pushes!"

"BETTER WELL DAMN BE!!!" Marlene yelled "MAYBE MY HUSBAND'S IDIOTIC HAND HOLDING MANAGEDTO MAKE THINGS QUICKER!!!" Shen then felt the baby coming through again. "AAAAAUUGGGHHHHHH!!!"

"Almost there honey" Shen said "You can make it!!! you can do it honey!!"

"I'M TRYING SHEN!! I'M TRYING FOR GOD'S SAKE!!! WWWAAAAAUUUGGHHHHH!!!" Marlene yelled!!

"That was great honey" Shen said assuringly "You're almost there!"

"Huff..Puff..Huff.....GGGGEERRRRRGGGHHHH!!!!! I STILL FEEL HORRRIBLE!!!" MArlene yelled between labor pains!


Shen then bent over and looked where the baby was coming from!!


"Good news honey!!" Shen excalimed "I see the head! you're almost there!!"

"ABOUT TIME!!!" Marlene yelled "THIS TORMENT'S GOTTA END!!!"

"One more push" the doctor said "Now!"

"AAAAAAAAUUUUUUUUUUUUUGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGHHHHHH!!!!!!!!!" MArlene yelled!



At that brief moment, Marlen collapsed on the bed and laid there breathing heavily. She felt the sweat going down her forehead and cheeks. She felt hot. But thankfully, she felt no more labor pain.

Because then, both Marlene and Shen's ears picked up the singal. A small yelp came from the area. It sounded exactly like a baby's cry. Shen was now determined to see it. There, in the doctor's arms, wrapped in a blanket; was Shen and MArlene's offspring. It's were tightly shut, and it was still crying. But Shen could see the tine ears. and coming from beneath the blanekt, was a small fox tail, no bigger than Shen's fist. Their baby...was born.


"Congratulations Shen" the doctor replied "You have a beautiful healthy baby!"

"Oh.....wow!" Shen said in disbeleif. 


He coudln't beleive it. It finally happened. His baby was born. He coudl not beleive his ears. It was truly amazing. Shen then went over to Marlene's side. MArlene looked up and smiled at him.


"Honey" Shen repleid "you did great!"

"Thanks Shen" MArlene said calmly "I'm sorry I yelled at you! and em..hit you."

"no offense taken" Shen replied "Our baby's finally here!"

"I know Foxy Loxy" Marlene replied "I'm so happy!"

"So am I" Shen said.


Shen then went up to the doctor.


"Hey doc!" Shen said "You putting my boy into the cradlel area yet?"

"Boy?" the doctor replied.

"Yeah" Shen said "you know..my baby."

"I know" the doctor replied "That's why I asked you."

"huh?" Shen said.

"you're baby ain't no boy Shen" the doctor replied "Your baby's a girl!"


This shocked Shen. He wouldn't ahve cared wether or not his baby was a boy or a girl. but he..secretly wanted a boy. Because he wanted to make sure his baby would take interest in martial arts and fighting. But isntead, he got a girl. This didn't really effect him too much..but Shen couldn't help but feel a bit dissapointed.


"hear that honey?" Marlene repleid "A girl! Isn't that wonderful!"

"Er..YEAH!" Shen said brightening up (givign a thumbs up sign) "Sure is!! WoW...a girl..imagine that! My brand new...daughter!"

"Shen" Marlen said "You okay? You kinda sound dissapointed. Did you really want a boy?"

"WHAT!?!?!" Shen yelled nervously. (His eyes grew wider aniems tyle, and sweat drops appeared from the side sof hsi head) "No..no no!!! coruse not sugarplum!!! I'm happy to have a girl!! eh heh heh heh!! I'm never happier!!"

"Oh": MArlene said "Well I'm glad. I'm glad you like a daughter instead of a son. I'm very much happy myself."

"Yeah.." Shen replied "I'll bet!"



So Shen's baby was finally born. And too his sup[rise...Shen now owns a daughter isntead of a son. As excited as he and Marlene are both are..Shen feels that training his daughter will be a bit mroe difficult now. Can Shen live up to his riughts as a respectable father? There's more to come your way.

When Marlene recovered from her exhausting effort from her baby, Shen walked by her side over to the maternity ward..and looked through the glass window. Inside, Shen and MArlene saw amny babies that were just born. Shen's eyes scanned the room. In the lower left hand corner, there she was. His own daughter. There was a tiny little fox girl with a pink cap on. A tag on her left ankle said "It's a Girl." (That message kept flashing in Shen's head. He could not beleive it.) She lied there sielntly, as if she was sleeping. Her little ears were wide and about a 10th the size of Shen's ears. Her little fox tail was curled up near here. (It was like soem sort fo blanket.)

Marlene gazed at her with awe.


"Oh shen" she sighed "Isn't our daughter beautiful?"

"Yeah" Shen repleid "She is."

"You know what Shen..I had alredy come up with a name for her." MArlene replied.

"Er..wha?" Shen asked in disbelief "But how would you know if it was a girl?"

"Well" Marlene answered back "I was debating with some of my girlfriends on what our baby's name should be. So I had a choice. Should the baby be a boy..I would name him Jackie!"

"Er..why Jackie?" Shen asked.

"Why?" Marlene asked "Cause he's a martial arts action star! I thought you'd like that Shen! After all..he is popular from where you're from..right Shen?"

"Erm" Shen replied (With a sweat drop over his head) "Jackie Chan's from Hong Kong!"

"Oh" Marlene replied (Blushing anime style (Well I just wanted to name him after a famous amrtial arts expert."

"I see" Shen repleid "So now that we know it's a girl...what did you have in mind?"

"I was thinking of a suttle name that would reflect on how our daughter can live a normal life but still be respected" Marlene replied "I was thinking of Sharon.":

"Sharon?" Shen asked.

"Yeah." MArlene replied "It's just a nice name that I think would suit her. I jsut picked it up one day, and thought it would be a nice name. Do you agree Shen?"

"Well..." Shen thought (But then he realized it'd probably make Marlene happy) "Sure..Sharon it is! Sharon NICOLE Ken!"

"Good..er wait" Marlene repleid "Nicole? Why Nicole as her middle name?"

"Cause" Shen said "That was my mother's name. Nicole Ming Ken. True she ahd an English first name...but her real name was Nikki..and she hated that name. She preffered 'Nicole'. Now that she's gone..I'd prefer to have that name as our daughter's middle name."

"Well.." MArlene replied (but she knew it would make Shen happy.) "Okay then..Sharon Nicole Ken it'll be!"

"Great" shen said.


Shen then looked at her tiny daughter in the bassenet. He ekpt thinking to himself, that no matter what gender his child would be..he would make damn sure that she'd grow up knowing attacks and defending herself. Shen was gonna make sure his daguther grew up to be a fighter. After all..Shen's first trainer in martial arts wAS his own mother. Because of that..his reassurance that a girl coudl learn everythign eh knew grew stronger. And he watched silently..knowing the future was drawiung near for his own daughter.

Later...back at Shen's house...everyone finally gathered around the new baby crib that Shen and AMrlene bought for their new baby girl. Everyone gazed in awe at the new wonder Shen and MArlene now had.

"Awww" Danni said as she looked into the crib at the baby "She's so cute."

"Yeah. She's a cute lil' tike alright" Sarnie said.

"Bet you're pleased aren't ya Shen?" Vector asked.

"Without a doubt" Shen replied.

"And you're still gonna train her right?" Coco asked "I mean..when she gets older."

"You bet" Shen said "She's my little girl, and once she gets the right age..I'll train her liek no tommorrow."

"Cool" Vector replied "Allow me to help you when necessary."

"Sure" Shen said "I'm sure we can work things out."

"You bet" Vector replied "Besides..you're the father. I understand that you will do msot of ehr training."

"Well of course" coco replied "A father always teaches his child to cope with life. and with all the skills Shen has..Sharon will do fine."



Marlene then looked at Shen with some kind of worried expression on ehr face.


"em..Shen" MArlene asked "Did you say you were going to teach our daugghter to fight?"

"Well" Shen began "Yeah of course. Why not?"

"Shen..." Marlene replied "I only hope you'll take the soul responsibility of allowing her to know the dignity of fighting; so she won't grow up to be a punk."

"No problem" Shen replied, "My master taught me everything about dignity in the fight. There's no doubt I'll pass on what I learned from him to my daughter."

"Right on bro" Fei Wu replied "You're already beginning to be one helluva father."

"Yeah" Crash said "And don't you worry none...I'm sure she'll grow up just fine."

"Great." Shen replied.


Then, he looked into the baby's crib. Sharon was still very much asleep. She was so little. And she small too. but shen knew that one day..this infant would grow up to be a strong warrior. Shen set aside his hopes for a son; and place them heavily on his daughter. For he was more willing than ever to train her into knowing the arts of fighting. And with his friends' help...he knew things were looking bright.


Just then..a knock came at the door.


"Oh" Shen excalimed "I guess more of our friends heard about the baby."

"I haven't called EVERYONE yet though" Marlene replied "How'd they know?"

"Hmmmm" Vector remarked "I do sense a high power level coming from behind our door."

"Can you see who it is?" Shen asked.

"Not quite. But I know it's power level's high...it's soemwhat a bit higher than I could ahve imagined" Vector remarked.

"Well" Danni said, starting to get concerned "Maybe it's an evil presence."

"Can't be" Vector said "If it was..it probably wouldn't hesitate to barge in and try and stop us."



Again, there was another knock at the door. A voice came from the other side of it. Sounded like it was a serious voice.


"Shen..Shen Lo Ken. Open this door. I want to see you!" the voice called out.

"ah" Shen gasped "I never heard that voice before."

"Neither have I" Crash said "And the dude on the other side sounds serious."

"Well" Marlene said (Taking a deep breath) "Whoever's on the other side of the door asked for you Shen..so...go answer the door."

"Em. Right" Shen replied.


Shen then walked over to the door. He gripped the handle, and slowly turned it. He then opened the door. He stared out into the darkness. what he saw astonished him.


"Whoa!!!" Shen gasped "You..you...who..or what..are you?"


The person who knocked at the door didn't look too much like a person. Shen notice it walked on two elgs, but both legs seemed inverted at the ankle. At the ankles..he noticed sickle-like claws on each side. They looked like raptor claws. Then Shen noticed the creature's forearms. Each claw was tipped with sharp talons, and the arms were tucked underneath it's breast bone like some kind of bird. The creature also had a long tail, just like a lizard; with a long black tip on the end. The creature was brightly colored orange. And then, Shen saw the face. The face looked like that of a raptor as well. Long and fierce looking. It's crest was tipped with white feathers that blew gently in the wind. Strange aptterns also covered the creature's back, legs, arms, and tail. He appeared to have been wearing gold bracelts and anklets, and even had minature clippings that held together elongated feather strands from the sides of his head.


"Permit me from intrding" the creature said "But I have come here for a specific reaosn of upmost importance."

"Um..." Shen replied, still seemign very doubtful "Judt wait a minute...what are you?"

"Ah yes" the creature repleid "How rude of me. Let me introduce myself."

"Please do" Shen said.

"Me name is Nanaki" the creature said "And I am a raptor warrior from the Gi tribe."

"Gi tribe? Raptor warrior?" Shen asked in disbeleif.

"Yes" Nanaki replied "Very little is known about us..but we know many of others. Which is why I'm here."



Everyone soon looked at the raptor warrior at the door.


"Whoa!! Check that dude out!" Crash said "What is he?"

"Gah" Vector gasped "He's a raptor warrior. I didn't think any more existed."

"You know them Vector?" Coco asked.

"Not much" Vector said "But I do know they are a very advanced race. They live in a colony called the Gi tribe in uncharted islands. but the elgend said they were vanished form the Earth hundreds of years ago."

"Yet, here I am" Nanaki repleid to Vector "Our colony is very much alive my friend. And we still hodl true to our customs."

"No wonder his power level was so high" Vector excalimed "Raptor warriors were known to eb among the strongest warriors on the planet."

"The Ascended Ones are" Nanaki said "But I'm not into getting into my culture right now. I came ehre for a very important reason!"


Marlene then looked at Nanaki and flipped!!!


"AAACCCKKK!!!" she screamed (anime style) "Shen!!! What is this..this..this..BEAST doing ehre!!?"

"Hey calm down honey" Shen said "They are said to be noble people!"

"It looks too dangerous!!" MArlene excalimed "Tell him to elave now!!!"

"I cna't jsut do that!" Shen said "It wouldn't be right!!"

"What!!!?" Marlene yelled "Why you...and right with our newborn daughter in oru house!! If you're not man enough to get rid of him..then I will!!"


MArlene the walked up to Nanaki, who had an imaptient look on his face. Marlene stared at Nanaki for a bit, and nanaki expected a reaction. and he got one!


"Go on. Get outta here! Get" Marlene yelled.

Nanaki didn't budge.

"Go on!!" Marlene said, waving her hand back and forth "Shoo shoo!! Beat it! Be gone!!"

"Excuse me madame" Nanaki repleid "But I msut go inside. There is something important I need to lookat!"

"Well" Marlene said indignantly "What do YOU want? Is it food? Is it money? Is it that busted old VCR we're trying to sell? Well out with it...what do you want to look at?"


Nanaki hesitated for a bit..but then answered.

"I came here to see...." he began ".....Your daughter."


Everyoen gasped! but Marlene was furious!!


"WHY YOU!!!...." she yelled "NO WAY!!!! GET OUT OF HERE YOU CREEP!!! WE DON'T KNOW YOU AND DON'T WANT TO!!!!! NOW GET OUT BEFORE I GET THE POLICE...OR IN YOUR CASE THE ANIMAL PATROL!!!"

"But it is urgent" Nanaki insisted patiently "I know something about her that is VERY important."

"LIAR!!!" Marlene said "LOOK AT YOU!!! YOU BARELY TALK AND ACT HUMAN, YOU LOOK VICIOUS, AND YOU DON'T EVEN WEAR CLOTHES!!! THERE'S NO WAY I'M LETTING A SAVAGE LIKE YOU IN THE HOUSE!!"

"Now honey...." shen said, trying to assure Marlene "Let's not be judgmental. He could be helpful!!"

"HELPFUL!!!??" MArlene yelled "THIS THING PROBABLY WANTS TO EAT OUR DAUGHTER!!!!"

"HONEY!!" Shen yelled astonishingly "What makes you wanna assume THAT!!?"

"He's sjut too dangerous looking!!" Marlene said "I'll bet he goes door to door trying to trick people into eltting him, and then..SNAP!! (Makign a gesture with ehr ahnds)..their poor defenseless child ends up in his belly!!"


Nanaki was not pleased at how Marlene was treating him. (Big sweat drop appears by his head. As well as a bubble with straight dots by it.) But still, he patiently persisted.


"Madame" he said "I assure you no harm will ever come to your daughter. I know your husband and his friends are strong. Even if I did something, they could stop me in an instant. Yet I intend to do now harm whatsover to yuor child. She is..I assure you with all my honor..in good hands."

"I think he should be trusted" Vector said "These guys enver ahd a history of eating people!"

"He seems calm enough" Danni said "Even though looks are decieving."

"Well..." Shen said "I ahve confidence in him. To me..sounds like he knows what he's into. Don't worry honey..I'll make sure this guy here doesn't pull anything."

"You have my word" Nanaki said.



Marlene still looked angrily at Nanaki, who stood there quietly. Finally...Marlene's mind said....


"Oh..alright!" Marlene said "But it BETTER be importnat."

"Don't worry" Nanaki assured her "It is highly VITAL!!"


Witht hsi enw stranger visiting the house, it looks as if Shen will get to knwo more about his daughter thsan he woudle xpect. What secrets does this stranger have to offfer? You'll fidn out in the enxt episode. Stay tuend.

As Nanaki made his way into the house, he looked around and saw wall decor. He then noticed the wedding picture of Marlene and Shen. Marlene and Shen both kissing each other over the cake. Nanaki also took note of all the furniture lying about.


"So" Nanaki began "As was expected..you all have lived the way humans live."

"Sure" Shen said "I think it's a great way of living..don'rt you agree?"

"'Fraid not" Nanaki replied "My tribe belives that all creatures on Earth that have fur, scales, or feathers should live the way they were made to live. Living like humans is like a taboo to my tribe. And my brother especially learned that."

"Huh?" Vector asked "Your brother?"

"C'mon!!" Marlene said impatiently "We don't need to hear any life stories. Just take a quick look at my baby and get outta here!!"

"Easy Marlene" Shen said "He says it's very important what he has to say."


Shen then opened the door on the left of Nanaki.


"This way" Shen said "She's sleeping in here!"


Shen led Nanaki into Sharon's room. Nanaki looked at the decor. He too noticed the stuffed animals and bear wallpaper placed around Sahron's room. He then noticed the crib Sharon lived in.


"Despite this humanistic room..I do beleive your daughter has future talents that are very useful." Nanaki said.

"Well..." Shen said kinda feeling a bit doubtful, "Here..she is."


Shen pointed his finger into the crib. Naanki then made his way over to the crib. He tilted his head into the crib, and saw Sharon lying there. She was awake now; and her big green eyes stared wonderingly at the new head that opped into her crib. Sharon looked with child-like wonder at Nanaki, making random noises as she did. Marlene was edging closer to the crib, thinking the baby would be scarfed of Nanaki and cry. But for some reason, Sharon didn;t make a peep. She looked curiously at Nanaki, and then smiled. Nanaki smiled too, for he knew Sharon considered him a friend.


"Wha..?" Marlene gasped in astonishment "Sharon sin't afraid. She actually..likes this..this..thing!"

"Forgive my wife" Shen said patting Nanaki on his shoulder "She sometimes makes rash judgements."

"What?" Marlene snapped back "I do not!!! I'm just saying that that raptor is toos cary for anyone to look at!"

"Oh honey..." Shen started "Look..Sharon's smiling at Nanaki. That coudl only mean she's not afraid."

"Well..." Marlene repleid trying tot hink of an excuse "Maybe it's cause she was just born! Yeah, she must not eb familair with the world yet!"


Nanaki then reached one fo his claws into the crib! Marlene flipped!!!


"AAAAUUUUGGHHHHH!!!!" MArlene screamed "SHEN..STOP HIM!!!! I TOLD YOU!! HE'S GONNA EAT OUR BABY!!!!"

"Er..." Shen rpleid (Looking at Nanaki) "Nanaki..what are you doing?"

"Checking for the mark!" Nanaki replied.

"What mark? Her birthmark?" Shen asked "It's on the elft side of her neck. Careful now. She's still just a newborn."

"Don't worry" Nanaki said assuringly "These claws amy look sharp, but they can ahndle even a newborn kitten without a scratch."

"Well..Sharon's a fox!" MArlene said "And if I swear..if I see one scratch on her and she starts crying..I'm gonna have my husband beat the pants off you!"

"Em..honey" Shen said "This guy doesn't wear pants."

"Oh.." Marlene said (blushign anime style) "Right."


Nanaki then lifted the small tuft of hair (which wasn't very much) next to Sahron's neck. Unlike msot babies, Sharon didn't cry when a compelte stranger was inspecting her. She felt very secure. Nanaki then saw what he was looking for. The mark. On the side of Sharon's neck was the birthmark. It was in the shape of two traingles, both facing point down at each other. It was lightly red, and was almost a perfect shape. Nanaki then faced everyoen watching him.


"You found ehr birthmark right?" Shen asked.

"yes" Nanaki replied "It's exactly the one I was looking for."

"Oh" Fei Wu said

"And it means soemthign eh?" Vector asked.

"Without a doubt." Nanaki repleid "this birthmark..well...it's not jsut a coincedence it looks like two almost perfectly shaped triangles facing towards each other."



Shen was a bit confused. So was everyone else.


"But..surely you can see that it was clearly a natural formation" Shen said.

(The camera zooms across Sahron's wondering face.)

"Natural?" Nanaki replied. "I'm afraid not. This mark was created by forces that are very UNnatural."

"Whoa!" Crash said "Now I'm getting interested."

"And the lil' tike didn' cry either' when she first emt ya instead of her mum" Danni said.

"Explain more" Shen urged Nanaki "I'm more than interested now. Whatever this means for my daughter I'm sure msut be importnat."


"It is" Nanaki replied "See..Sahron here..well her birthdate and birthmark all match this ancient prophecy that me and my tribe have long since lived by."

"Em..what prophecy?" Shen asked. "You eman to say my daughter's part of an ancient prophecy. that's important to your tribe?"

"More than anything else" Nanaki proclaimed "In fact..aside from our god..this prophecy is a bit of the center of our religion. It is a prophecy we know has special rites in our culture."


Shen was stunned. He didn't knoww aht Nanaki was talkign about. Everyoen else begna tot ake interest, even Marlene. She too began to wonder what this strange raptor was talking about.

"See.." Nanaki began "It has been said for many years that great evil from the distant reaches of the univerese would voer shadow the Earth. It is said that an unspeakable and omnipotent power will coem forth and destroy everythign that is the Earth, or anything with life. But our prophecy also foretold, of one who would stand a chance and defeat this future threat. It was written..that under before the new month of the mellinuim would end...a personw ith great powers and strength would be born. A perosn who can stop the evil threat. This person..is known to us..as for the Earth..as 'The Chosen One'."

"Chosen One?" Shen asked "Is that who my daughter is?"

"According to the prophecy.." Nanaki continued "The child who wears the mark of two pyramids that represent the clash of good evil, is marked as 'The Chosen One.' The person who shows no sign of fear at birth and at alter ages is also 'The Chosen One'. Same date of this child's birth matches the one on the prophecy. It was forces of good who created that mark; it's no coincendence your daughter carries it. Cause the forces of good have marked her as 'The Chosen One'....the true and noble protector of this planet."


Shen then examined her daughter's neck. It was two pyramids alright. And Sahronw qas still sound, looking wonderingly at everyoen aroudn ehr without making a noise.

"Wait" Shen said "How do I know you're not making this up?"

"Lemme put it this way.." Nanaki continued "Would I sjut show up at a random man's house where he lives and dresses like a human for no reason? I think you should know that what I am saying is purely from the mouth of Oieropus."

"Oieropus?" Shen asked.

"Our god" Nanaki replied "Founder, creator, and teacher of all raptors. He founded our culture and languages,. We're very fluent language speakers. He was also the one who pointe dout this ancient prophecy. Other oracles in the past knwo to humans...the Greeks, the fortune tellers; even the famed prophet Nostradames saw this; and merely denounced it as a hoax. But now it is proven true."

"So..how didn you know the um..'Chosen One'..was here in my house?" Shen asked.

"The energy." Nanaki said "Can't any of you feel strange energy from this child?"

"I did feel something" Marlene said "But I jsut assumed the room was a bit stuffy."

"Wait a minute.." Vector excaliemd "You're saying it's from her?"

"Wha..no" Marlene said "I can';t emit that much!!"

"I'm talking about the baby." Vector replied.

"Oh. Right" Marlene said (Blushign anime style.)


"Well yes.." Nanaki replied "This energy you feel comes from your Sharon. I followed it all the way here..and now I am certain this is her. She IS 'The Chosen One'...the future protector of the planet from the terrible threat that is to come.

"Wha..Waht threat?" Shen asked "What is this future threat?"

"Well..." nanaki repleid "On the sixteenth year of your child's life..it is written that 'HE' will come."

"Well who's 'HE'?" Shen asked.

"I can't explain." Nanaki said "At least..not until the time is right."

"Which is...?" Shen asked.

"About twelve years from now..when your daughter is fully trained and full of strength..she, as well as s the rest os you, will know who I am referrign to." Nanaki said.


Everyone was startign tog et concerned.


"Is 'He' strong?" Vector asked.

"You say he'll destroy Earth?" Danni asked.

"How big is he?" Crash asked.

"How cna we prepare?" Coco asked.

"More importantly" Shen replied "How will my daughter prepare?"


Nanaki turned his head and replied.


"At this point; the only question I can answer is Shen's." Nanaki replied "Because the rest of you msut respond alter..otherwise you'll do something foolish and try and find this threat before the prophecy can be fulfilled. Trust me..do not try and question me further. For it is written..he who preaches the words of the prohpecy to thsoe aroudn him entrusted to 'The Chosen One'..must see to it that it is fulfilled by' The Chosne One' onyl and no one else."

"Why no one else?" Vector asked.

"Because" Nanaki repleid "The prophecy says this evil force has powers that not even the strognest warriors in the univerese can comprehend. not to mention..that for this to fail..I'd have to go through the ritual of having ym eyes and tongue cut out!"

"Ew. how awful" sarnie replied.

"yes" nanaki said "But it is because I failed to keep the prophecy true..so please..don't do anythign foolish and try and find this force before your daughter becomes the age. Otherwise..all will be lost, and the prophecy will fail."


Nanaki then turned to Shen.

"As for you Shen" Nanaki said "My only answer is this. trian your daughter mroe vigourously than you've trained yourself. Aid for her traininf will be encessary..and when she is ready..preferablly aroudn her ninth birthday...I will return to your house and take ehr to my tribe...where she will learn great endurance and everythign else vital for her future confrontation with the threat that will be. for the enxt nine years..you will hardly see me..until I return."

"Well.." shen replied "I guess that's a gooid enough answer. but can't my daughter see your tribe soon?"

"not yet" Nanaki said "Until you have her adjust and focus her mind. Because the training me and my tribe will provide for her..is very strict and exhausting. But it is vital. And then..when she has reached the age of twelve..then it will be revealed to all of you who I am referring to."

"Okay" Shen said "you bet I'll train her; as will everyone else here."

"sounds like a plan" Vector replied "At elast this guy knwos what he's doing."

"well.." marlene said "If this si true..then I guess I'll gow ith it. Okay then."


Nanaki smiled. He now gained everyone's trust.


"excellent" he replied "now that you know everyhtign I've told you, remember it. For it will eb vital for alter. As for now..you're on your own to train her. Be sure to teach ehr the ebst of your techniqwues; and do not stop until she ahs amstered them. Understood?"

"Understood." everyoen replied.


Then Nanaki looked into Sahron's crib into her face. She continued to smile at Nanaki, as if she knew they would meet again someday.


"Well 'Chosen One'" Nanaki replied "Until we meet again..I wish my ebst of luck to you! May the pwoers you posess be enough to nurture your strength and defend the planet."


Nanaki then reached out from his anklet a golden medallion necklace. It had Sahron's birth symbol on the medallion. Nanaki ahanded it to Shen.

"take this" Nanaki said "And give this to her and explain everything I told you to your daughter when she is ready."

"alright" Shen said "You have my word."

"Good" Nanaki replied "Then I bid thee good day."


Nanaki then ran out of the doorway..and into the night. Everyone looked at him run into the distance. They were puzzled by the stranger. Then Shen looked at the emdallion. It had the same exact mark as Sahron's birthmark.

"so.." shen replied sielntly "This stranger was right."


Shen then looked into his daughter's room. she fell abck asleep. But everyone followed shen into the room.

"waht now Shen honey?" Marlen asked "Will you follow what that stranger instructed to you?"

"....Yes." Shen replied "I will."


So it begans. Shen's daughter is aprt of this great prophecy that is proven to be looking to be true. but cna shen keep his word. Can he help his daughter fulfil it in time? more to coem your way.

The next day, Shen and Marlene were at the breakfast table. Marlene had jsut finished 'Feeding' Sharon, and held her close to her chest. Shen sat down and drank a nice cup of Reinassance Beldn Coffee. Shen as always, sleeped in his white shirt and sweat pants. He had worn them and hadn';t gotten dressed yet, because he was jsut going to take the day to relax and look at his daughter some more. Marlene, in her pink robe, sipped her Decaf coffee and rocked her baby back and forth.


"Shen honey" Marlense said "You're really going to live up what that stranger told you right?"

"Of course" Shen said sipping his coffee "You gotta realize that our daughter is probably something special."

"I know" marlene said "But this thing about a 'prophecy' seems far-fetched to me. I mean, out of all people....why us? Why our daughter?"

"Beats me" shen said "But this Nanaki did say she ahd great powers. I did sense her energy; and she does carry that mark."

"Where do you soppose this Nanaki lives? We may have to try and visit his tirbe. Maybe we'd get a second opinion." Marlene replied.

"I dunno..and quite frankly..wther he's right or not..I'm gonna teach my daughter everything I know." Shen said "And I will rely on some helpf rom my friends as well. Which reminds me..Marlene, you're pretty good at fightign right?"

"Yes I am." Marlene said smiling.

"Well" shen replied "When I'm out helping savign the world from evil terrorists, monsters, or whatever the lieks are...I amy takie a bit longer than usual. you may have teach my daughter some basic skills whilke I'm away."

"Hmmm.." Marlen replied "Sounds good. I can teach her quite an aray of good skills. I know wether or not that guy was right, our daughter's go0nna be a stronger fighter."

"Right" shen said smiling.

"And another thing.." Marlene replied "you know that Fighting Championship next year right?"

"No doubt" Shen replied.

"Well" Marlene explained "The prize money is 100 million Zulecs...and that's quite a large amount of money."

"Yeah." Shen said "I amy nto win tho'. Vector's entering, as well, as Crasha nd the others."

"Don't doubt yourself" Marlene said "I'm jsut sayign you may ahve to win this prize moeny, cause it could also provide as a source of affording an excellent education for Sharon. Shen..you at least should try and win that moeny so Sharon coudl ahve a future ahead of her. So I suggest you train yuorself right now very vigorously; and don't go so easy on your friends in the tournament. This coudl very well be for our daughter's futurte..remember that."

"Well...Alright" Shen replied "I'm gonna do my best. I'm not sure my daughter will udnerstand what i'm doing tho'."

"So I'll video record it" Marlene replied "Then she can watch it later and know just what a great dad you are."

"Thanks" Shen replied "I'm gonna do my best."

"Be sure you do" Marlene replied "Cause you're not onyl can help your daughter's education..you gotta be a good role model for her."

"You're right" Shen said "Startign soon..I'm gonna train my very best. I'll have to remember tha tthis tournament's for my daughter's future."

"There ya go hon." Marlene said.


Sharon then started to giggle a little. Marlene then looked down at her and started smiling and making bbaby noises at her.

"That's right" Marlene said enthusiastically towards Sahron " You're daddy's gonan fight and win for you. Yes he is..yes he is.."

"Heh" Shen said laughing lightly "I sure will try my best."

--------------------

About a wekk alter, Shen arrived to where Vector and Crash were training themselves and gearing up for the tournament in a year.

"Hi Shen" Vector said "How's everything going with your kid?"

"She's fine" Shen said happily "She's as healthy as an ox; and as happy as a lark."

"She's oen good kid" crash said propudly "Coco is very surprised that she doesn't cry or make a sound."

"Well she does coem from ehr father ya know." Vector replied.

"Thanks" Shen said blushingly "By the way..where's my brother?"

"You may not beleive this" Crash said "But your bro's really fallen for that fox girl."

"You mean Shiela?" Shena sked suprisingly "Doesn't he know what power she has?"

"You eman eternal youth?" Vector asked "No..I guess we shoulda told him."

"They went out for ice cream. both really liek each other" Crash said.

"I..see." Shen said (Anime sweat drop by his ehad.) "I wodner how he'd react finding out that she'll be 16 all of her life!"

"Heh heh...VERY surprised I'll bet" Crash said "Coco didn't even decide to tell him. Poor guy."

"yeah" Shen said wringign his hands "I just came over to start training."

"Still going to the tournament eh?" Vector asked "I wish lots of luck to you."

"Yeah" Shen said "But I'll bet you win."

"Maybe and maybe not..all depends." Vector said.

"I'm enetering for the soul purpose of helpiung earn money for my daughter's education. I also ahve to show her I'm a good father to her for future reference." Shen replied. "Of course..I don't expect any of you to throw a fight oir go easy on em because of that."

"Nope" crash said " I fight to win. but your reasons seem nobel enough."

"Yeah" Vector said "And as always..I fight to win too. Though I dow ish best of luck to you Shen."

"That's whay I'm trainign very hard." Shens aid "Oh yeah..and we'lls still be buds even if I beat you guys right?"

"Of course" vector said alughing "Always."

"You the man Shen" Crash said "And I know you'll work hard to impress and help your daughter right?"

"Yep" shen said "You bet."


So Shen started his training, and was ready than ever to win the tournament coming up in a year. He would only train himself to get stronger and help iwn moeny for his daughter and impress ehr alter on in life. Shen was preparing more than ever; and he was determined to win.

Shen had been training for days. Each day..he meditated and gathered his energy by clearing his mind and udnerstanding the future that is to be before him. By sitting on his bed and crossing his legs and arms. He constantly released his soul and mind...to feel the energy that he would need to become a true champion. for the opponents he would face would be his own friends..and Shen knew full well he had to win to help his daughter. This was when Shen decided..that he was determined to win at all costs. Throughout his meditation..he would constantly remind himself of what was important, and what was to be expected from his daily training.


After meditation, he would ebgin with basic punches and kicks. Each moves moved as fast as the wind. He then sued his own techniques taught to him by the sacred arts. These arts proved to be useful; and he vowed never to reveal them to anyone, except his daughter. for his daughter was aprt of the prophecy that was to be...and it was a definite heading on Shen's agenda of future things to look for. His daughter was all he ahd on his mind..what kind of girl should she be, how will she be trained..and more importantly..can she lvie up to the potential of this ancient prophecy that Nanaki had told Shen.


Shen then went out to msot places where he could practice his aim. He often would shoot fireballs from his hands to aim at certain targets of his. (Sometimes he sued it to catch his dinner.) but..he did not sue his strognest attacks..in fear that it would only create such earthbound damage. Shen knew that sacred arts were very important and vital to the dignity of fighting. Shen felt that creating special attacks emant only for fighting villians...was just a way to endanger other people. He ahd watched Crash, Coco, Vector, and Danni fight..but even he wouldn't let such ideas get into his ehad to give up the sacred arts that were importnat to him. His amsters pent years training tot hem..and he knew honor was much more important than power. 


Then Shen would spar with hsi friends. Each day..he got better...and managed to knock some of em out too. (Even Crash Danni and Vector felt Shen's quick fists at tiems.) They all knew Shenw as definitely improving. They offered to give shen new moves..but Shen always said the same thing. "I'm obliged..but my sacred arts solely given to me are the only things I cherish the msot. It is for my dignity of my masters and myself that I keep them and make them grow stronger. But thanks for the offer anyways." Soemtimes it resulted in teasing from his friends...but shen still kept his word. Shen always did his best to keep his word, evne if it did mean losing the tournament. Because Shen was taught to eb a true warrior; cherish what you honor most, and seek only to improve the skills given solely for you to use that will not be itnerfered by others.


Shen also lifted weights and trained in weighted clothing. Usually..Shen saprred with hsi brother; often Shiela watched in the background amdiring the two. Shiela still ahd the crush on Fei Wu, and Fei Wu still was not told that Shiela had eternal youth. Shen decided this would eb for the ebtter..and to make things a bit more fun. Shenw as always happy aroudn his brother. The two would often wrestle, joke around, and act like what they were like as kids amny years ago. Shen was glad that one member fo his family was still there.


And Shen always spent time nurturing his daughter. He did many things that every father did. Even though Sharonw as small and still full of wonder...Shen knew she was already learnign much around her. Sahron also seemed to be mroe happy around Shen. Marlene often nurtured Sharon whilst Shen trained, and she was anticipating for the day Shen would enter the tournament. And Sharon woudl be abel to see it alter on.


So for many months..Shen trained harder, grew strogner, and kept his vow to keep his sacred arts and not exchange them for others. He still held true to himself, as well as his family. He was more than willing to help, and often spent time with hsi friends. Though at times; he did get a bit hostile when some fo his friends grew a bit arrogant and said they were going to beat shen in the tournament. Often, this was coutnered by 'It was only a joke', and Shen cooled down. But shen was mroe than determined to win this tournament, and he kept this true to make sure it would happen.


And all hsi practice came in ahnd..because jsut like that..a full year passed...and it then came .The Big Day. Shen was ready to enter the tournament.


