Contrary to popular belief, the hottest thing in Arizona isn't the temperature - it is LAKEFEST!  With 295 annual days of mostly sun, 164 annual days over 90 degrees, and the average high temperature in July of 104.8 degrees, this annual event at Arizona's Apache Lake in Tortilla Flat

is on the top of a lot of people's minds.
About five years ago, a group of guys from around the state, some grew up together, some went to college together, some met at the area lakes, decided they had the ticket.  THE LAKE!  Definitely the place to be - cooling water, wakeboarding, water skiing, wake skating, jet skiing, party cove, tasty breakfast and dinners at the restaurant, sweet drinks at the bar and an easy drive from most areas in Arizona.  To celebrate this lake escape, these guys have organized a killer Apache LakeFest party every year.  From Flagstaff to Tucson, and all Phoenix metro cities, this growing party attracts people like tornadoes to trailer parks!  

June 7-9, 2002 will be their fifth annual Apache LakeFest party at Apache Lake in Tortilla Flat, Arizona.  Located a couple hours northeast of Phoenix, this 17 mile long lake is surrounded by beautiful wilderness and wildlife not normally associated with people’s expectations of Arizona.  The drive to the lake is cake until you get to the last 12 miles of dirt road.  Driving through the twisty canyon, pulling a boat, is something of a challenge, but after several years traveling the road, these folks know every corner and bump and navigate it with ease (aside from the frustration encountered when behind the weekend snowbird out for a pleasure drive in their sedan).  The good thing about the dirt drive is it keeps the boat population down and the water like glass.

Apache LakeFest has grown into a well organized, fun-filled weekend of lake fun.  With several talented wakeboarders attending, you are completely amazed at the tricks pulled off by these riders.  Get a few boarders in a boat and the testosterone flies – egos and courage are inflated, and many get the huevos to try things they would never try – just cause people are watchin’!  Luckily these egos stay in check because of the very laid back attitude of the party and there are no problems – just encouragement from all.  

As an added bonus, a rail-slide is constructed and erected near the shore of the party campsite at Pine Creek cove.  This allows those not in boats to “oooh” and “aaaah” at the rail slide attempts – many worthy of America’s Funniest Videos, many more breathtakingly sick!  This rail-slide is the quintessential LakeFest boy toy and has grown into a planned 60 foot in length this year.  Watching this pieced out A-frame creation form from plywood, PVC and 2x4’s is also quite impressive.  Once constructed, the scene of sixteen or so very ambitious and eager guys swim it into the cove is downright, gut-wrenching hilarious!  Bobbing in the water, they are trying to communicate, trying to coordinate.  Of course, this is only a shore perspective.  Treading water to set it up in the lake appears to be quite frustrating as it is HUGE (always GO HUGE), awkward, and the legs can sink to different levels into the clay-like bottom.  The end product is a magnificent slider worthy of every drop of sweat ready for the first fearless rider!  

A jet ski course is also constructed and this place is happening for all.  Shirts, cup and souvenirs and handed out in remembrance and worn with pride all year long.  This year, the plan is to get a band that doesn’t pass out at noon.  With the inevitable “my stereo, beats your stereo” covert competition going on, there is never a lack of tunes.  From the “smokin’“ Kottonmouth Kings to the danceable club music, the shore quickly transforms at dusk into quite the happening spot.   Disco balls and light sticks decorate the shores and boats, and the highly popular Red Bull/Vodka keeps the party going to all hours. So, cool down with Apache LakeFest this year!
