History

The Egyptian history is very difficult to understand because it covers approximately five thousand years.  Egypt’s history is known for being the origin of civilization, the rise of the Greeks and the Romans, and establishing the Jewish, Christian, and Islamic religions.  There was a time in the Egyptian history when the French, and then the Englished ruled the country, but it has finally returned to being an independent country.  

Prehistory
The first known evidence of human life began in Egypt in the Lower Paleolithic era, dating from c.2 million to 100000 BC.  There have been remains of humanlike creatures, called hominids, nearly 2 million years ago.  There have also discovered shelters the hominids built, and the tools they used.  

Next in the Prehistory era is the Middle Paleolithic era, which dates form 100000 BC to 30000 BC.  In this era, the environment had changed and the land had become desert like, which made the hominids migrate, landing them in the valley of the Nile River.

After the Middle Paleolithic era, came the Upper Paleolithic era, dating from 30000 BC to 10000 BC.  In this era not much has been discovered that seperates this era from the Middle Paleolithic era, except that this is believed to be the time where the different tribes began to interact, making for a much bigger gene pool.

The next era in the Prehistory of Egypt is the Epipaleolithic era, dating from 10000 BC to c. 5500 BC.  During this period, the transistion from hunter-gatherer to farming was made.

In addition, the last era in the Prehistory of Egypt is the Predynastic Period, from 5500 BC to 3100 BC.  During this period, the Egyptian culture changed a lot.  It became one of organization and permanence.  There was no more hunting and gathering because the people now ate domesticated cattle, sheep, pigs, and goats, and they began to grow their own grains. 

Early Dynastic Period

After the Prehistory era, came the Early Dynastic Period, which consists of two periods, the 1st Dynasty and the 2nd Dynasty.

The 1st Dynasty is dated from 2920 BC to 2770 BC.  The appearance of integrated land stretching from the Delta to the first cataract at Aswan.

The 2nd Dynasty of the Early Dynastic Period was from 2770 BC to 2650 BC.

Old Kingdom

The 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th Dynasties are considered the Old Kingdom of Egypt.  The dates of the Old Kingdom are from 2650 BC, beginning of the 3rd Dynasty, to 2152 BC, the end of the 6th Dynasty.

First Intermediate Period

The First Intermediate Period consists of the 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th Dynasties, dating from 2150 BC to 1986 BC.


The seventy kings of Memphis who was in control for 70 days ruled the 7th Dynasty.


The 8th Dynasty was comprised of twenty-seven kings who ruled for 146 years.


The 9th Dynasty was Diospolite, or Theban, origin, with sixteen kings, and 43 years of control.


Achthoes ruled the 10th Dynasty, which was one of the cruelest rulers of Egypt.

Middle Kingdom
The Middle Kingdom is comprised of the 11th and 12th Dynasties, dating from 1986 BC to 1759 BC.  The 11th Dynasty occurred in 1986 BC to 1937 BC, and the 12th Dynasty dates from 1937 BC to 1759.

Second Intermediate Period
During the Second Intermediate Period the 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th Dynasties occurred. 

 The 13th Dynasty had sixty kings who were in control of the country for 453 years.


The 14th Dynasty had seventy-six kings ruling for 484 years.


The 15th Dynasty had six foreign Shepherds, or Hyksos kings, who ruled for 284 years. 


In the 16th Dynasty 32 Shepherd kings ruling for 518 years.


The 17th Dynasty both Shepherd kings and Theban kings ruled alongside each other, forty-three of each, for 151 years.

New Kingdom
The New Kingdom contained the 18th, 19th, and 20th Dynasties.


The 18th Dynasty is dated from 1539 BC to 1295 BC, which began a religious revolution for Egypt.


The 19th Dynasty dates from 1295 BC to 1186 BC and was the recovery phase for the religious revolution Egypt had just went through.


The 20th Dynasty’s dates are from 1186 BC to 1069 BC.  This dynasty consisted of the twelve kings of Diospolis, who reigned, depending on the source, for approximately 135 to 178 years. 

Third Intermediate Period
The Third Intermediate Period is known for the 21st through the 25th Dynasties.


The 21st Dynasty, dating from 1070 BC to 945 BC.  During this time, Egypt was ruled from two different cities, Thebes, in the south, and Tanis, in the north.


The 22nd Dynasty’s dates are from 945 BC to 712 BC, which was controlled for the first time by Pharaohs of a different race.


The 23rd Dynasty, dating 828 BC to 725 BC, had only 4 kings, and much of what we know of the 23rd Dynasty was taken from the Old Testament.


The 24th Dynasty dates from 725 BC to 715 BC and finally shows some resemblance to, what we call, authentic history.


Pi’ankhy, who eventually established himself as a genuine Egyptian Pharaoh, ruled the 25th Dynasty, 712 BC to 657 BC. 

Late Period
The Late Period consisted of the 26th Dynasty through the 31st Dynasty.


Ashurbanipal ruled the 26th Dynasty, 664 BC to 525 BC.


Cambyses, a Persian ruler, ruled the 27th Dynasty from 525 BC to 404 BC.


The 28th Dynasty, dating from 404 BC to 399 BC, ruled by Anyrtaeus of Sais.


During the 29th Dynasty, 399 BC to 380 BC, the Egyptians continually defended their independence.


The 30th Dynasty, dating from 380 BC to 343 BC, was under the rule of a general from Sebennytus.


In the 31st Dynasty, 343 BC to 332 BC, Egypt was once again under Persian rule.

Ptolemaic Dynasty
The Ptolemaic Dynasty ruled by Alexander III, known as Alexander the Great.

Roman Period
The Roman Period consists of two periods, the Roman Period and the Byzantine Period.


Augustus Caesar ruled the Roman Period.


During the Byzantine Period, the Roman emperors had been practicing having two rulers, one for the Eastern half of the Empire and one for the Western half of the Empire.  Constantine, who had been part of this two- ruler practice, became sole emperor.

Islamic Period
During the Islamic Period there were many different eras, but emperors of the Muslim religion ruled all.  The different periods were: Abbasid Period, Fatimid Period, Ayyubid Period, Mameluke Period, Bahri Mameluke Period, Burgi Mameluke Period, and the Ottoman Turk Period.

French Occupation Period
The French explorer, Napoleon, brought about the French Occupation Period.  Napoleon had stopped in Egypt on his way to India, staying there for 3 years, and changing the lifestyle of the small Oriental town of Cairo.

British Occupation Period
The British did not change Egyptian ways because the British had been ruling Egypt indirectly for many years.  This just meant that life would be more controlled and organized. 

(Tour, 2005).
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