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Algonquin dominates 'AA' basketball 
championships 
Updated 4 days ago 

WOODSTOCK — The Algonquin A's were not going to be denied. Despite the best efforts of Mother Nature and 
rival teams, the A's won two elementary basketball championships. After weather forced the cancellation of local 
buses — and with it Monday's originally scheduled championships — the A's won both the boys' and girls' 'AA' 
titles. 

Algonquin defeated Tavistock in the boys final and made it two-for-two after beating Hickson in the girls final. 
Tollgate ('A' boys) and Plattsville ('A' girls) also won their respective divisions. 

Boys Finals 

Algonquin started quickly, leading 19-6 after one quarter, and cruised to a 66-26 win over Tavistock in the 'AA' 
final. The A's were able to use their depth and rotate all of their players, keeping fresh legs on the floor. 

In the 'A' final, Tollgate scored on a late steal to edge Zorra Highland. Zorra took an early lead, but Tollgate 
pulled even with 30 seconds left in the first quarter. After trading baskets, Tollgate eventually scored the winning 
basket and advanced to the Thames Valley District School Board championships this weekend in London. 

Tavistock defeated Zorra in the Wildcard game and earned the final spot in the TVDSB tourney. This game was 
expected to be a battle between Tavistock's rebounding and size against Zorra's speed, but it was ultimately 
Tavistock's pressure that won the game, as Zorra was forced into turnovers and mistakes. 

Girls Finals 

The 'AA' final featured top-seed Algonquin against Hickson. Algonquin ran the floor exceptionally well, scoring 
on fast breaks and dominating on the boards. It added up to a 42-16 win and a trip to London for the TVDSB 
championships. 

"I thought my girls did a good job holding up their offence, but we just couldn't keep pace with the running 
game," Hickson head coach Jon Empringham said. "(Algonquin coach) Roger Hall has put together a young, 
dominant team that has a chance to do really well on the weekend." 

In the 'A 'final, Plattsville tripled Central 40-10. This game was never in doubt, as Plattsville dominated at both 
ends of the floor. 

"They played alright," Plattsville head coach John Curtis said. "They're such a nice group of kids so they wouldn't 
want to embarrass anybody. They played well but not as strong as they usually play." 

Plattsville will get the chance to defend its TVDSB gold medal this weekend. 

"They have to play together," Curtis said. "They're a nice solid team. They pass well, so if they play their game 
they should be fine." 

Hickson beat Central 29-13 in the Wildcard game. Hickson pressed aggressively throughout the game and 
forced Central into mistakes that were converted into points. 

"I was really pleased to see the girls come out and play with so much energy and determination, especially after 
losing earlier in the evening," Empringham said. 

Hickson also advances to the TVDSB championships. 

"I wish all of our local teams the best of luck in London this weekend," said Empringham, who is also the 
convener. "Our area has traditionally done very well at the TVDSB championships, which speaks to the quality of 
players and coaches we have in our local schools." 

***** 

The following players and coaches have been selected to represent the Northeast Region at the TVDSB Night of 
Basketball Excellence on March 23 in London. 
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