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of the legwork, assembling 
material from scrapbooks and 
newspaper mircofilm records. 
Johnson, who also relied heavily 
on persorial recollection, admitted 
he was probably the logical choice 
to put it all together. 

"Sam knew I was in the business 
and sort of commissioned myself 
to do it." 

The material was mostly to- . 
gether. by February. The manu
script, J ohnson's first a ttempt at a 
book, complete by September. 

"I was surprised I could write 
that kind of olume and complete 
it. I was pretty happy from that 
point of view," he notes . 

"No, it didn' t seem like a lot of 
work," Jolmsol1 adds. "I was glad 
to have the chance to go back over 
it. It was hours spent, but hardly 
what I would call work ." 

He'll get his first look at the book 
this weekend along vith everybody 
else. It will be a vailable at a cost of 
$10. 

Of course, Johnson will be at
tendi ng the fun fesnvities , and ad
mits he's already looking forward 
to seeing familiar faces of friends, 
and family again. 

"My brothers and sisters will be 
there. We'll gather at Sam's, and 
go through the whole thing again. " 

" u UON C"ARTER 
# 7 DON IZZARD 

TRAINER: KEN GREGO~Y # 8 BRIAN MORELAND 
;~. # 9 GORD SLATER 

# 1 GARRY WAUGH #10 AL HARMER 

The 70's 
COACH: ED MACQUEEN 

TRAINER: DAN DUKES 

# 1 JOHN CALIC 

# 2 TED LONG 
# 3 JIM RACKNOR 
# 4 BOB FLEMMING 
# 5 DOUG BALL 
# 9 KIM WILLOUGHBY 
#10 FRED MUNRO 
#11 DAVE MCINTYRE 
#12 MURRAY PATON 
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Was Broadway Bernie a Wo 

By JEFF TRIBE 
01 Tbe Sentlnel-Reylew 

Bernie Nicholls's flamboyant 
style emerged with the full-length 
fur coat he wore as a Junior A star 
in Kingston. He was the perfect 
model of a playboy in shorts and 
shades on the beach in Los Angeles, 
and today, something of the legend 
lives on in New York as (the now
married) 'Broadway Bernie'. 

But as a 16-year-old rookie wtth 
the Navy Vets in Woodstock, Onta
rio, Nicholls confesses he dido't· 
make much of an impression on the 
opposite sex. 

"I never went out with anybody, 
I liked a couple of girls, there was 

a couple of cheerleaders that were 
all right," he said in a telephone in
terview from the family cottage in 
Haliburton. "But I never went out 
with anybody - then I was too 
young and too shy." 

Laughing, former coach Ed Mac
Queen acknowledges Nicholls was 
young, but insists not only his 
hockey talent was evident during 
the New York Ranger superstar's 
1977-78 season with the Vets. 

"I know all the girls liked him. He 
was a bashful, good-looking kid, but 
he had quite a following here. Once 
he left the dressing room there was 
always quite a few girls around. 

"I don't think it's changed that 
much - maybe it has now - he's 
married." 

Whatever other abilities Nicholls 
developed while in Woodstock, un
doubtedly those on the ice were the 
most significant. 

He came out of Haliburton's mi
nor hockey system after his first 
year of midget, where he led the 
team in scoring. The Navy Vets 
were then a junior B franchise, giv
ing Nicholls the opportunity to play 
a level of hockey he couldn't get lo
cally. 

"Just getting out, playing away 
from my home town was kind of dif
ferent," he recalls. "Being from a 
small town, 16 years old, not know
ing anybody was a big change." 

The Nicholls family remains very 
close today, and at the time, Bernie 
says the biggest problem was leav
ing his parents and home. 

"Thai's probably the biggest neg
ative thing as a hockey player. A lot 
of kids with a lot of talent don't 
make it because of that. I think it 
helped living with my cousin (Craig 
Stamp, who's now in Calgary)." 

Nicholls attended Huron Park 
while in Woodstock. Early exits 
from school for afternoon football 
games remain some of his clearest 
memories. 

"They had a great football team,
although · I was probably there 
looking at the cheerleaders rather 
th,," th" 0',,""" T n,."h" hl" P.""''' 
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Ttiis tribute to former and present Woodstock Navy Vets on display in the 
window of Woodstock's Collegiate Sports isn't for sale . However at $1 0, 
Go, Vets, Go! a history of the hockey club should make a pretty good sub
stitute. 

A 'silver' 

1966-67 : In their first year as a 

junior hockey club; the Navy Vets 
the Inter-Count Junior C 

ue c ons 1 ut were 
eaten ew Hamb Sill 
e provillcla Quarter-finals. 
The first-year roster included 

goaltender Art Fraser, Reg Egils
son and Terry Rutherford. 

Woodstock had a 
bittersweet year with only five 
losses in 32 regular season starts. 
However it Lost the league final to 

. Paris in front of a. record crowd of 
1,800 in Paris.. 

The Vets' lineup included Gary 
Thorne, Don Carter and Dave Mc

Ingersoll Marlands were 
Woodstock's victims in the semis. 
1968-69: In their third year of ju

competition the Navy Vets 
won the all-OntariQ crown by beat

,'ing Oakville Blades in the final. 
After winning its league title 

Woodstock disposed of Dresden 
and the New Hamburg 

Hahns en route to the final. In the. 
final game Gene McLaren scored 
two goals, Don Jones the third and ' 
goaltender Ken Kitching turned in 
a strong performance. 
1969-70: This was the first Super C 

. season for Woodstock and It came 
within two games of capturing a 
second consecutive provincial 
championship. The Vets beat Oak
ville in a seven-game semi-final se

before losing to the Barrie 
Colts in the final. 

Warren Smltfi, Ray Tilley and 
goalie Cam Roberts were rookies. 
1970-71: This season brought the 
Vets their first Super C title as they 
beat Kitchener four games to two 
m the final. After winmng Super (; 
they returned to Inter-County ju
nior C playoffs and won the league 
title with a four-game sweep of In
gersoll. 
1971-72: Under OHA decree, the 

'80- '85 

COACH: FRED MURPHY 

TRAINER: TED GILBERT 

• # 1 SHAWN GARDHOUSE 
. # 2 TED FIORINO 
- # 3 KEVIN JACKSON 
- # 4 JOHN SMITH 

'85-'90 

COACH: JOHN JENSEN! 
GARY KOZUCH 

TRAINER: STEVE CHESLEY 

# 1 MIKE OLIVER 
# 2 SHAWN WRIGHT 

# 5 KEVIN CASSELLS 
# 6 WAYNE MURPHY 
# 7 BRIAN PATON 
# 8 CHRIS ROOKE 
# 9 CHRIS LAZARUS 
#10 ROB DOY 
#11 PAT HINNEGAN 
#12 DAVE PYE 
#14 MIKE STEWART 
#15 JAMES SWEAZEY 

# 3 GREG FUlLARTON 
# 4 DAVE CULLITON 
# 9 AL LOCKHART 
#10 DAVE GREGORY 
#11 BRENT HUNNIFORD 
#12 JEREMY LAMBERT 
#17 ROB MCCALL 
#19 DENNIS ROY 
#20 PAT SLOAN 
#21 ROB VANDECAPPELLE 

#16 ED WILHELM 
#17 MIKE BROWN 
#18 GREG MASKEL 
#19 PAUL START 
#20 JIM SULSTON 
#21 BRAD REMINGTON 
#22 JIM O'BRIGHT 
#23 TOM GRYGORCEWICZ 
#30 TOM HAWKINS 

#22 TERRy WHALEN 
#24 RON PATON 
#26 TOM FARLOW 
#27 JOHN MARTIN 
#34 BRAD KOVACHIK 
#35 AARON SEGUIN 
#39 CAM MCCULLOCH 
#30 TODD JONES 
#30 CRAIG PITTER 



late was wily I <:l1oo't play. I always with wife Hei:\ther, and his dad George. 

treasure chest of memories 

Vets were moved to Junior Band. 
missed the playoffs for the first 

_ 	bme In team hIstory. February 13 
was an unlucky date and the ear
liest a Navy Vets team has finished 
a season. 
1972-73: This season started Wood
stock on a remakable stretch in 
which it won four consecutive Su
per C titles. However the post-sea
son didn't start too well as the New 
Hamburg Hahns beat the vets out 
in a five-game league playoff. 
~~dstock went on to defe,m 

Kifcener in an elght-Bame, e!~ht
POint semI-fmal and eep va ley
(from near Ottawa) in a two
.~amel total-goal provincial
champIOnshIp serIes. 
1973-74: The road to the second 
straight Super C title was more di
rect as Woodstock skunked Owen 
Sound in four straish£ games.
"PrIOr to the provmclal playoffs 
Woodstock defeated St. Thomas 
'C:olonels in a four-rame Centr2.l 
Jumor C seml-fma and SImcoe 
'etS in a seven-"ame league 
. chamtlOnship series. 
1974-T: The vets' third straight 
Super C tltIecame agam Now~ 

'SOund's expense vIa a' beSi-of-five 
senes sweep; 

The enbre post-season was a 
pleasant one in Woodstock which 
beat Ingersoll · in four straight 

,ftmes for the league crown before 
umpmg BranUoi'd Gunners in a 

four-game semi-final sweep. 
1975-76: Another easy playoff sea
son highlighted the Vets' final leg 
of a four-year lock on the Provin
cial tiITe.. St. Thomas went down 10 
lour straight semi-final games be
fore the Brantford . s were 
also dIS os n four am 
197 - 7: aying in e . outhwes
tern Ontario Junior B League, Efie 

Vets fimshed In wOrm place. Their 
rivals included Simcoe, London, 

Schedule 
of events 

FRIDAY, Auditorium 

NOVEMBER 2 


6-7 p.m. 

7:30 p~m. Nostalgia 

Team '80-'85 vs. Hour 
Team '85-'90. 

7-9 p.m. 
9 p.m. Dinner 

Team 60's vs. 
Team 70's 9 p.m. on 

(both games Dance 
at Perrydome) 

SUNDAY, 
'Overtime' NOVEMBER 4 

at the Mutual 
Building (Players, 

coaches 
SATURDAY, executive) 

NOVEMBER 3 Breakfast at 
the Navy Club 

Dinner/Dance 
at the Oxford · 9a.m.-12 

Tillsonburg, St. Thomas and games before being swept by their 
Brantford, which defeated Woods- arch-rivals in the final. 
tock m a seyen-gamesemi-final. Woodstock went up 2-0 on the 
1977-78: For the second tIme in Stone Cre ' OHA Jr C 
team history the Vets missed the ~l!!u!!a~rt~e:!..r-~f~in~a!fl~se~· ~~'"'7-.-.:ro~~e~ 

"playoffs. They were nosed out of 
the Soutliwestern Ontario B post
season picture on the final week
end of the season. 
1978-7!J : Woodstock managed to 
squeeze into the league's final 
playoff spot in the final game of the 
season. The Flamborough Colts 
were the victims in a game sched
uled after the regular season. 

The playoff ride was a quick one 
however as the Vets dropped three 
straight flames to the Anc1:ls~e.!:.... 

. ~ShamrocKs . 
1979-80: Although back into Junior 
C hockey, the Vets had arguably 
the worst season in team history, 
compiling the worst won-lost per
centage to date. Woodstock fin
ished in the league's basement, 
missing the playoffs badly. 
1980-81 : It was a season of great
highs concluded by one low for the 
Vets who went to the OHA Junior C 
seml-fmal series with a team m-
eluding 10 rookIes. But after trail
ing 3-lin the series Essex took a 4-3 
win in the sevenUi and decldirig 
"arne before 1,324 In Essex as 
Dave Anthony scored four goals. 
1981-82: In an early version of what 
has become the Vets' greatest ri
valry, the Norwich Merchan~ 
swept WQoasfQcli~ jn fmw stI'aight 
games of the Njagara District Ju
nior C West Division final series. 

But the VetS made the final 
game exciting for 951 faithful at 
the Perrydome, roaring 'back from 
a 6-2 deficit to tie the game at eight
with under eight minutes remain
ing. Norwich eventually won 10-8. 
1982-83: The Vets beat the TjJ!soo
.I:>U~ and after falling behind,2
OJ-Ailibo[Qu"Q ill six iames l or 
£he Niagara DiStrict Junior C I. 

:crown. But Dunnville's Terriors 
Dved up to their namesake, sweep
ing the OHA quarter-final series, 
concluding with a 9-4 win. 
1983-84: Woodstock repaid Nor
wich, ousTIng the Merchants fQJ: 
£ h eVe t s' t h I r d lea g u e 
cham IOnshl tItle In four ears. 

one 
m r r-final s . 
had the season highlight in the 

•semIS, overcomIng a 3-2 debclt to 
_CQme back and bellOt o rnSt1eli 
IDn"s 6-2 in the deciding gamji. 

But the final was probably the 
Vets' biggest disappointment as 
Woodstock led by two goals in each 
of the first three games but exitEill.. 
four straight against a tough Pena
tang Kings squad. . 
198(-85: The high point of the sea
son was a 9-5 home-ice victory in 
front of 1,359 fans which wra ed 
u another Southw 

. I 	~ . Until that point, the Norwich. 
Merchants had lost onI), fOIL 

our straight as the Warriors came 
back for a 4-2 victory. 
198.'i-86: Woodstock finished in 
fourth place, meeting the New 
Hamburg Spirit '83 in the first 
round of the playoffs. 

The Vets put up a stubborn fight 
in the final game, as Kevin Cas
sells, Brad Remington and with 16 
seconds remaining, Paul Hess 
scored in the final eight minutes to 
erase a three-goal deficit and send 
the game into overtime. Rod Minor 
spoiled the comeback though and 
Mark McMaster added an empty
netter in a 6-4 Spirit win which 
ended the series 4-1 in New Ham

' burg's favQf. ' . 
1986-87 : This year's version of the 
Navy Vets featured .a new coach, 
manager and executive. But the 
playoffs saw a recent nemesis 
eliminate the Vets in three games . 

Brad Stere scored late in the 
third game to give the ~~w Ham
bur :-; irit '83 - swee in the 

i Ju i r C West ea e 
_.semi-final series over a young e 
squad. 
1987-88: Woodstock edged Dundas 
Blue 4-31n one semi-final senes 

. and Norwich shut out Simcoe 5-0 in 
me other to set up another chapter 
In the enduring rivalry. The series 
turned on a five-minute spearing 
penalty in game four, which Wood-
stock won to tie the series at two 
games. 

The Navy Vets won 4-3 in game 
five on Terry Whalen's game-win
ner, and took the sixth game and a 
4-2 series wi9 comfortably behind 
Paul Hess' four goal outburst. 
Stoney Creek Warriors won the . 
,n~x! serIeS, the Niagara District 
Jumor"C'Ilfle, 4-2. 
1988-89: The Navy Vets made it to 
the Niagara District Junior C J 

'semi-fInal senes, lOSIng hnalll::, 6-2, 
10 overtIme (and 4-1 in the serIes) 
to New Hamburg as Woostock Mi

. nor Hockey Product Jon Buder had 
two goals and one assist. . 

Woodstock's top scorers that 
season were Terry Whalen (fifth 
overall) with 38 goals and 38 as
sists for 76 points; and Mike Yeo
man (sixth overall) with 26-38 for 
64. Steve Oliver was fourth for the 
league in goals against average. 
1989-90 : The Navy Vets outshone a 
.500 season with a gritty effort in 
the playoffs against the Rockton 
Lions. In his first season, coach Al 
Lockhart inspired his players to 
extend the opening round playoff 

. series to the limit. 

.-	 Darrell Simmons scored the first 
goal in the seventh game, but 
Rockton replied with four in a 2:38 
span at the end of the first period to 
boost the ions to a 9-4 win. 
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,1The'60's 
COACHES: SAM KEEPINGI . 
CAM ROBERTS 

TRAINER: KEN GREGORY 
~ .,~ , , 

# 1 GARRY WAUG.':' .. 

The 70's ~ 
COACH: ED MACQUEEN 

TRAINER: DAN DUKES 

I!# 1 JOHN CALIC 

# 2 GARY POOLEY 
# 3 BUD HENRY 
# 4 DAVE MCLAREN 
# 5 TERRY RUTHERFORD 
# 6 DON CARTER 
# 7 DON IZZARD 
# 8 BRIAN MORELAND 
# 9 GORD SLATER 
#10 AL HARMER 

# 2 TED LONG 
# 3 JIM RACKNOR 
# 4 BOB FLEMMING 
# 5 DOUG BALL 
.# 9 KIM WILLOUGHBY 
#10 FRED MUNRO 
#11 DAVE MCINTYRE 
#12 MURRAY PATON 

#11 REG EGILSSON 
#12 MIKE FITZGERALD 
#14 GARY THORNE 
#15 DAN MCMILLAN 
#16 BOB NADALIN 
#17 GENE MCLAREN 
#18 JIM DEMELO 
#19 BILL BIRCH 
#20 JIM WILKINS 

#17 GRAHAM CARTER 
#19 PAUL DOWNING 
#20 BOB GLOIN 
#21 TERRY FITZGERALD 
#22 TOM HARMER 
#23 DARRYL STRINGLE 
#24 DEREK HOLMAN 

#21 RAY MYERS 
#22 DON JONES 
#23 SCOTT SEAGRIST 
#24 ANDY JARZEBIAK 
#25 JOHN JENSEN 
#30 KEN KITCHING 
#30 ART FRASER 
#33 PAT SOBESKI 
#35 JOHN LUCKMAN 

#25 KEN YEOMAN 
#26 HAROLD CRAIB 
#27 RICK HARRISS 
#30 LARRY JONES 
#34 DON JACKSON 
#35 BEV MANNING 
#39 JOHN MCIVER 

Was Broadway Bernie a Woodstock 'weenie'? 

BV JEFF TRIBE a couple of cheerleaders that were liked playing football . "Really, some people in the 
of The Sentinel-Review all right," he said in a telephone in- "I was just there, just doing what stands thought he wasn't that good 

terview from the family cottage in everybody else was doing," he a skater," MacQueen says. "As his 
Bernie Nicholls's flamboyant Haliburton. "But 1 never went out adds. "But 1 kind of had one thing days went on, he'd like to get the 

style emerged with the full-length with anybody - then 1 was too (hockey) in mind." puck and wind up with it. If he could 
fur coat he wore as a Junior A s~r young and too shy." And regardless of how the Vets wind up, he'd go through the whole 
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