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Features included in this test script for File-Aid MVS are:- 
 
• Edit/Browse dataset in formatted mode 
• Ability to browse/edit dataset with multiple layouts by creating XREFs 
• Dataset utilities, include allocating GDGs 
• View/Print the copybook layout with start and end position and the length of the field 
• Ability to Reformat the file from one layout to another 
• Ability to compare two datasets 
 
Enter F;FA  to get into the FILE-AID for MVS session, Primary Option Menu screen. 
 

 
 
OPTION 1 - Browse the dataset from the Primary Options Menu 
 
Enter the fields as shown on the screen display. 
 

 
 
Press Enter; 
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Type char on the COMMAND line and Press enter; to view the contents in character mode as below 
 

 
 
Type VFMT on the COMMAND line, to view the contents in vertical format mode as below, 
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Type FMT to go back to formatted mode. Type SHOW NUMBER to view the field numbers instead of 
level numbers.  
 

 
 
To hide the fields 12,13,14,15 from displaying, type  DISPLAY OFF 12-15 on the COMMAND line. 
 

 
 
To reset and to display all the fields type the command DISPLAY ON ALL on COMMAND line. 
 
OPTION 2 - Edit the dataset from the Primary Options Menu 
 
This feature is similar to the previous option and also with insert,update and delete facility. After entering 
the details on the screens similar to the browse option, the edit screen will look like below. If you want to 
delete the current record, type DELETE on the COMMAND line as below. If you want to change the 
values change the values and type SAVE on the COMMAND line. 
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In character mode, the records can be deleted similar to the ISPF edit. Type CHAR on the COMMAND 
line to go to character mode. 
 

 
 
OPTION 3 - Utilities from the Primary Options Menu takes you to Extended Utilities Screen 
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Option 1 of Extended Utilities menu displays the link edit attributes, libraries & compile dates for a 
specific load library member.  
 

 
 
Enter, will list the PDS members. Select the required member and type A on the line command, 
 

 
 
The linked libraries along with compiled date are displayed. 
 

 
Type S in the line command to display as the attributes of the dataset. 
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Option 2 : from the  Extended Utilities screen 
 
Similar to the ISPF dataset utility and also has additional features like defining the GDGs, Free unused 
space. Below is the Dataset utility when you select option 3.2 . 
 

 
 
Type the name of the GDG to be defined, in the field and type G  on the COMMAND line. 
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Enter. 
 

 
 
Change the required names  and press Enter. Message GDG BASE ALLOCATED would be displayed. 
Similarly other options like Renaming, Deleting, Listing the dataset information can also be used. 
 
Option 5: Allocating VSAM clusters from the  Extended Utilities screen 
 
Provides the facility to allocate VSAM clusters in on-line or batch. 
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Optionally an existing dataset name can be mentioned as the Model dataset name to allocate the new 
VSAM cluster same as the model dataset. Two screens are available to define the allocation attributes, 
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Option 6: Search update utility from the  Extended Utilities screen 
 
Fill up the values in the fields, on the panel displayed and choose the option M.  
Press Enter;Enter 
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List of members will be listed, type F text1.  (Eg., F JOB) 
 

 
 
The member name and the result of the find criteria are displayed as above. Similarly by using the 
change command  a global change can be done. 
 
Option 7: XREF   
 
I Records associated with multiple layouts 
 
PAE0.C3000, is a complicated dataset. In this, the data records are associated with different layouts. The 
copybook to be identified is depend on the value of a particular position within each data record. 
Following are the values and the respective copybooks. 

Value    Copybook 
0010    PAEC3010 
0030    PAEC3030 
0050    PAEC3050 
0060    PAEC3060 
0070    PAEC3070 

a) To create a XREF member for the above 
 
From the Primary Options Menu,  select option 7, 
 

 
 
Fill the values in the fields as given in the example screen below and press Enter. 
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Define XREF screen - to define the XREF structure. Enter the values as shown in the screen 
 

 
 
Press ENTER, the field contents of the above screen will be changed as below, 
 

 
 
Enter ‘S’ for formatted edit in Cmd field,  
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Pressing enter will put in the below screen, enter the data shown in the screen, and press PF3 
 

 
 
To enter the values in unformated mode, 
 

 
 
Press enter and type the values as shown, 
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Similarly type the values for the rest. 
 

 
 
SAVE & go back to the FILE-AID MVS Primary Option panel. 
 
b) To VIEW the details of the record using the above XREF 
 
From the Primary Options Menu,  select option 1 to browse. 
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The browse dataset is an example, you would require to replace it with yours. Press enter, 
 

 
 
PAEC3010,  copybook is used to display the record.  Press PF11 to go to next record, 
 

 
 
The record is displayed on PAEC3050 layout. 
 
II Records associated with concatenated layouts 
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The incoming data from the Federal file is in any one of the following 4 types. The layout is identified 
based on RECORD-TYPE-2 of SVES0002 
   Value  Lrecls     Layout    
   1  152   SVES0002   
   2  152 + 485  SVES0002 + SVES00II  
   3  152 + 1125  SVES0002 + SVES0XVI  
   4  152 + 485 + 1125 SVES0002 + SVES00II + SVES0XVI 
 
a) To create a XREF member for the above condition 
 
From the Primary Options Menu,  select option 7, 
 

 
 
Fill the values in the fields as given in the example screen below. Here SVESIN is the sample XREF 
member. 
 

 
 
Define XREF screen - to define the XREF structure. Enter the values as shown in the screen 
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Type SU in the Cmd field as below 
 

 
 
Press Enter, following screen is displayed. 
 

 
 
Enter the values as shown below and press PF3, 
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Fill out the details for the next copy book and press PF3. 
 

 
 
Status field is shown as BASE. Type SEG in the Cmd field for SVES00II and SVES0XVI & press Enter. 
 

 
 
The Status is changed to SEGMENT.  Type view on the COMMAND line and check for the contents, 
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PF3, Save and go to the main panel. 
 
b) To VIEW the details of the record using the above XREF 
 
From the Primary Options Menu,  select option 1, to browse. 
 

 
 
Replace the sample browse dataset with your test dataset. 
Press Enter; 
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Press PF8, 
 

 
 
The value of RECORD-TYPE-2  is 1. Press PF11 to scroll to other record types 2,3 or 4. Initially, first part 
of the record for the RECORD-TYPE-2 value 3 is displayed. To view the next segment (SVES0XVI), type 
USE 153 SVES0XVI on the COMMAND line. ( where 153 - starting position of the segment & SVES0XVI 
- copybook) 
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Press Enter, Now second part of the record 5 on SVES0XVI is displayed. 
 

 
 
To go to the next record PF11 and give the command, USE 1 SVES0002, to display the first part.  
 
The record type 4 has three types of segments. Initially, first part is displayed. Type USE 153 SVES00II to 
display the second segment, and type USE 638 SVES0XVI to display the third segment. Without 
specifying the byte position and the layout name on the USE command as below, we can select them 
through oncoming panel. 
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Pressing Enter pops the next panel 
 

 
 
Enter 152 on the COMMAND line and S in the field S as below and Press Enter to display the layout. 
 

 
 
OPTION 8 - View from the Primary Options Menu 
 
To view the copybook layout with starting and end positions. Option 8 From the Primary Options Menu, 
displays the screen below.  Enter the fields as shown below, 
 

 
 
Press Enter 
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OPTION 9 - Reformat from the Primary Options Menu 
 
Reformats file structure from one form to the another. Following resources should be available before 
testing this feature, 
 
1) First Copybook layout.  
2) Dataset which matches #1 layout. 
3) Second copybook with new field names inserted to #1 layout, or old field names deleted from #1 
layout. 
 
 Option 9, will take you to the Reformat Definition panel. 
 

 
 
Option D, displays the following screen, 
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The Record layout dataset and Member name should be replaced with the test names. 
 

 
 
Enter;  
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The screen displays old and new layouts. Type Ex on the COMMAND line & press enter. 
 

 
 
Type the input dataset name and output dataset names in the respective fields and press Enter. The 
message FILE REFORMATTED with the dataset will be displayed. If you browse the new dataset with 
the new layout, all the related fields should be populated with data and all the new fields with spaces. 
 
OPTION 10 - Compare from the Primary Options Menu displays Compare Dataset Specification 
screen. 
 
To compare the contents of two datasets. 
 

 
 
Fill up the fields with the PDS names and press Enter. If you had specified Y for the Extended compare 
options, the Compare Options Specification screen would have been displayed. 
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Formatted field compare can be performed by specifying F in the Compare criteria option field 
 
If you specify Y for the Modify print defaults of Compare Dataset Specification screen, the Compare 
Print Options screen will be displayed. 
 

 
 
Enter; 
 

 
 
Specify the Record layout dataset and member in the respective field and press Enter; 
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Exclude the fields which should not be included for the comparision by typing X on them. 
 

 
 
Press Enter; the Field Comment would change to NOT COMPARED for those which were Xed. 
 

 
 
Pressing PF3; will give the comparison report, either formatted or character depending on the option you 
specified on the print options screen. 
 
The batch process will generate a JCL similar to the one below, 
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