Semaj

As leader of the now notorious Clan of the Bitter Rose, I am sending you my messenger with a note of findings I had made researching the information your troupe had recently provided us. 

I hope that your trip to Verbobonc was successful, and trust that I am finding you well.

To my research: I have sought out information regarding the Stalagos. It is known that the mountain was long ago home to a wealthy dwarven community, led by the infamous Rastor Hammersong, whose name adorns the town where my messenger, I hope, finds you. The dwarves have mined the Stalagos for its riches, but were apparently mysteriously routed out by no less than an army of evil beings, including some of the outer planes, hundreds, if not thousands of years ago. Other reports make mention of the mountain being historically “active”, and the dwarves refer to a kimberlite pipe reaching to the core of the mountain.

The dwarves speak of a central crater in the Stalagos, with descriptions of a vast body of water filling and separating the mountain’s outer and inner parts. More recent scoutings have reported some activity within both the “inner core” and “outer ring”, leading me to believe that the mountain has at some time collapsed inwardly, possibly due to a large explosion or eruption. It now resembles a large circle surrounding an inner lake, the center of which contains another part of the mountain. I am as yet uncertain as to how one reaches the inner core from the outer ring, as would be indicated by any kind of activity in the former.

More importantly, it appears that there are several entryways into the Stalagos. My information implies that caution is advised, as traffic patterns to and from the mountain seems to have shifted between the different entrances over the past few decades. I urge you to consider your options and scout the area before proceeding to attempt an intrusion!

Lastly, the dwarves’ documents portray various stages of building out the Stalagos. The following is nothing more than my own inferences, based on centuries of haphazard scouting reports, but you might find it valuable. I believe that the outer ring is fully connected – you can surround the mountain completely without once having to stray outside – and that it is a combination of dwarven mines and various extensions added by outsiders. More importantly, I would venture that should one seek to enter the mines from any point, they would be well advised to first seek their fortunes to the west then move south, areas apparently populated more recently and thus probably weaker and not as well organized. 

I must thank you again for you generous contributions to our church, and assure you that these funds are being put to good use in creating a large sanctuary for the luckless that might stumble upon our little community.

The Canoness Y’Dey
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