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The Northwest Arkansas 
chapter of the American Red 
Cross and Southwestern Elec-
tric Power Co. sent crews on 
Monday to Oklahoma to help 
with that state’s weather emer-
gency.

Those crews headed out 
as December’s first snippet of 
winter brought a chilly rain but 
little ice to Northwest Arkan-
sas.

“I go, because this reaffirms 
my belief in the human spirit,” 
said Dana Pearson, a Spring-
dale woman and American 
Red Cross volunteer who led a 
four-person team to work at an 
emergency shelter in Nowata, 
Okla. “Every time I go, I’m sur-

prised at what humanity is ca-
pable of, in a good way.”

The Arkansas volunteers 
took cots and blankets to Nowa-
ta, a small town 50 miles north 
of Tulsa, to work the night shift 
at the shelter.

Meanwhile, 68 SWEPCO 
employees, including 15 from 
Fayetteville, headed to Tulsa 
to help restore electricity for 
some of the 200,000 customers 
of Public Service Co. of Okla-
homa who had power failures, 
said Peter Main, a SWEPCO 
spokesman.

“This is part of mutual assis-
tance efforts which utilities pro-
vide to each other during major 
restoration efforts,” Main said.

Penny Storms, a spokesman 

Area avoids storm; 
relief work persists
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Funding cuts from two of 
Ozark Regional Transit’s spon-
sor cities won’t cripple public 
transportation in the region, the 
agency’s director said Monday.

But adjustments are being 
made for 2008.

Phil Pumphrey, the agency’s 

director, dissolved one position 
in the scheduling office to offset 
a $20,000 cut from Springdale 
and accepted a $45,000 advertis-
ing contract from Clear Channel 
Communications Inc. to offset a 
$50,000 cut by Lowell.

“I’m not concerned about a 
one-year cut, but if it happens 
next year [2009], I will be,” Pum-

phrey said.
The Springdale cut isn’t of-

ficial, but the City Council is 
expected to slash funding from 
$180,000 per year to $160,000 
per year when it approves the 
budget tonight. Lowell formal-
ized its cut when the budget was 
adopted in November.

Ozark Regional Transit 

is funded in part by cities in 
Northwest Arkansas. The chief 
contributors are Springdale, 
Fayetteville, Bentonville, Rogers 
and, until the end of the year, 
Lowell.

Lowell, which cut its funding 
from $60,000 to $2,500, will con-
tinue to pay for limited paratran-
sit service, which caters to riders 

with disabilities. But the agency 
will drop Lowell from the route 
that runs from south Fayetteville 
through Springdale up to Rogers 
and Bentonville and back. Pum-
phrey said up to 30 people ride 
the route each day.

“The only cuts we know of 
are from Springdale and Lowell,” 

Transit service will tighten belt in light of funding cuts
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JONESBORO — After whit-
tling a list of more than 700 
suggested new mascots to a 
favored 12 over the past few 
months, an Arkansas State Uni-
versity search committee hired 
a sports marketing firm Monday 
and promptly gave the firm’s di-
rector the full list of 700 names 
for him to chose from.

The move surprised some 
committee members who be-
lieved they would narrow down 
their suggestions to three names 
before turning them over to a 
firm.

“Why did we work so hard 
narrowing the list down?” asked 
member Cari White, the chief 

operating officer of the Jones-
boro Regional Chamber of Com-
merce. “We spent a lot of time 
and money on this. We chose 12 
names, now we’re back to 700.”

Committee Chairman Jim 
Pickens responded that the 12 
finalists were only part of the 
overall research that will be 
given to the new design firm.

“I don’t want to limit their 
research to just those 12 we’ve 
identified,” Pickens said. “There 
may be something in there that 
we’ve not looked at. They need 
to search every available re-
source.”

The committee hired Phoe-
nix Design Works, a profes-
sional sports design and mar-
keting firm from New York, to 

help develop ASU’s new logo. 
The university will pay the firm 
$23,000, said ASU Athletic Di-
rector Dean Lee.

 Jamie Skiles, the firm’s direc-
tor, attended the committee’s 
meeting Monday and said he 
could develop ASU’s new look 
by mid-January.

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience,” Skiles said. “You 
get to reinvent the wheel. You 
are taking part of the universi-
ty’s history.”

The committee chose 12 
names on Nov. 14, paring down 
from more than 700 offerings 
presented by fans, alumni and 
students. ASU was mandated to 
search for a new mascot after 

ASU hires mascot-search firm
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ROGERS — Immigration 
agents raided a string of Acam-
baro Mexican restaurants on 
Monday while prosecutors 
moved to seize the Northwest 
Arkansas locations, claiming they 
are a hub for illegal workers.

Nineteen people were ar-
rested in the morning raids that 
included a related business in 

Benton County, Garcia’s Distri-
bution Co., according to a news 
release from the U.S. attorney’s 
office in Fort Smith.

The owner of both compa-
nies, Arturo Reyes Sr. of Rogers, 
was not arrested, but some of his 
relatives who operate both com-
panies were.

Among those arrested were 
Reyes’ nephew, Arturo Reyes Jr., 
35, Silvia Reyes, 36, and Lucila 

Huaracha, 33, all of Rogers, and 
Armando Reyes, 33, of Lowell, 
the news release states.

The four are illegal aliens who 
face charges related to harboring 
and employing illegal aliens for 
financial gain, the U.S. attorney’s 
office said.

The U.S. attorney’s office de-
clined to elaborate on the charg-
es Monday, but a civil forfeiture 
complaint filed on Monday 

states that money laundering is 
part of the investigation.

Enrique Morales, who man-
ages the Springdale Acambaro 
restaurant, said police raided four 
restaurants in Benton and Wash-
ington counties about 9 a.m.

“They are looking for people 
with fake work papers,” Morales 
said.

Former Acambaro employ-

Task force nabs 19 in business raids
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Lawmakers learned Monday 
that Northwest Arkansas’ Mar-
shallese population is among 
the least healthy in the state, 
with high rates of communi-
cable diseases and inadequate 
services to treat them.

Though they live and work 
in the United States legally un-
der a compact with the federal 
government, natives of the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands 
are not eligible for government-
funded health-care programs 
such as ARKids First, Medicaid 
and Medicare.

Legislators, worried about a 
possible infectious disease out-
break, want to persuade Con-
gress that the state needs fed-
eral aid to help provide services 
such as a satellite health unit 
that would cater to the grow-
ing Marshallese population in 
Springdale.

“You can imagine the bomb 
we’re sitting on here,” said Sen. 
Bill Pritchard, a Republican 
whose Washington County 
district is home to what state 
health officials estimated as 
6,000 to 8,000 Marshallese. “If 
we have an outbreak of a seri-
ous disease, it is going to be a 
state health problem.”

At Pritchard’s urging, mem-
bers of the Senate and House 
Public Health, Welfare and La-
bor Committees agreed Mon-
day to find out what it will 

take to conduct 
a special census 
of the Marshal-
lese. Lawmakers 
eventually hope 
to calculate the 
financial impact 
of the population 
on state and pri-
vate health-care 
providers as well 

as the state education system.
Congress sets aside about 

$30 million annually in “com-
pact impact” aid to Hawaii, 
Guam, American Samoa and 
the Northern Mariana Islands to 
help make up for the cost of ser-
vices provided to Marshallese 
and other Micronesian people 
in those places. 

Arkansas gets none of that 
money, though it’s believed to 
have the highest population of 
Marshallese in the continental 
United States. Springdale has 
become such an important pop-
ulation center for Marshallese 
people that they vote in their 
homeland’s elections at the 
Jones Center for Families and 
candidates personally travel 
to Northwest Arkansas to woo 
voters.

Pritchard and other lawmak-
ers said they hope the state’s 
congressional delegation will 
try to persuade federal officials 
that Arkansas needs help with 
services for that population.

According to a special census 
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James Purcell was selected 
by a state board Monday to be 
the next director of the Ar-
kansas Department of Higher 
Education.

Purcell, 49, of Edmond, Ok-
la., is associate vice chancel-
lor for strategic planning and 
analysis for the Oklahoma State 
Regents for Higher Education. 
The other finalist for the po-
sition was Betty Overton of 
Spring Arbor, Mich., vice presi-
dent for academic affairs and 
an English professor at Spring 
Arbor University in Michigan. 

Purcell plans to take the 
position between Jan. 15 and 
Feb. 1.

“I am ecstatic,” Purcell said 
in an interview Monday. “I 
can’t wait to come to Arkansas 
and get started.”

The Arkansas Higher Edu-
cation Coordinating Board 
voted unanimously to select 
Purcell.

Purcell, who met with Gov. 
Mike Beebe on Dec. 5, said in 
his application letter that he has 
developed initiatives to increase 
adult degree completion and re-
spond to the shortage in health 
workers. He has coordinated a 
program to increase the num-
ber of degree-holding adults 
in Oklahoma and a program to 
assess student preparation for 
and performance in college. 

“The governor is very 
happy with the choice,” said 
spokesman Matt DeCample. 
“He met with Dr. Purcell dur-
ing this whole process and was 
impressed with his qualifica-
tions. [Purcell] was definitely 
someone that [Beebe] encour-
aged the Higher Ed Board to 
take a strong look at.”

Beebe plans to confirm Pur-
cell’s appointment, DeCample 
said, which is required by Ar-
kansas Code Annotated 6-61-
203.

Purcell has previously 
worked in administrative posi-
tions at the University System 
of Georgia, the Louisiana Board 

Higher 
ed chief
selected
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An investigator, wearing an Immigration and Customs Enforcement jacket, photographs the cab of a delivery truck behind the Acambaro Mexican 
Restaurant in Rogers on Monday. Immigration Criminal Apprehension Task Force members arrested at least 19 illegal aliens after conducting 
raids at four Acambaro locations in Northwest Arkansas, Garcia’s Distribution Co. in Lowell and a house in Rogers.
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Ice clings to the needles of a pine tree on Kingsland Road in Bella Vista on Monday. Trees in north Benton 
County received a thin coat of ice overnight, but roads remained passable.

Final preparations

Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/BOB COLEMAN

Chris Henry (left) and Josh Snow study for a final exam in their 
Calculus II class while at the Arkansas Union on Monday. The Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Fayetteville is holding final exams through 
Wednesday.

Pritchard
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