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Section 0 _-'3. DESCRITION CIF nﬂGII}iﬁT
Lt. Col. Herman {I‘-."?-’.I} .Gerlck, zmd awen'membara m;' his regularl_.jr-
assigned Salect combat crew (lst Tilot; H:zjor George C, Morford; lst Nav-
igator: Major Douglas 7« Minery lst Flight 'Enéine_er_r. lst Lta Gary B..-.:F.‘a.nt,

Jr: 1st Radio Cparator: M/Sgt. Royal (NuI) Fraema'n; -cmme}: LAl Edvin D.

. Howe; Gunner: A/2C Frank { 1“5]-[[‘ Silvestri; and ‘t.ha 14.9211& chb Squadmn Bt-a.ff
Flight' Engineer: lst Lte James M Harvey, JI‘J, ﬂrn:l oneg. passenger* hEEnd Borb
Souadron lst Sgts Dewsy {MT) Taliaferrc wero aaslgnsd the ta=k of: farrying
B-36D aircraft number LL~92071A from Larswell Adr F-'.'m:e Easx,, Fort ‘P.r::rrth,

- Texas, to Blggs alr Force Base, El [asc, Texasa

The f1ight was dleared under Instrument Flight Rule conditions 'E.D; pro- -
ceed from Carswell Alr Force Base direct to 'El.?aso,.- Texas at 16,000 feat,

| The aireraft was held at Salt Flat Radic for 15 minutes. Deportirg Selt Flat

'_Radio aircraft was instructed to descond to lS,.ﬂDi.l; faet and procesd w:s.twar.'d
on the east leg of the El Paso radio range to the El Paso cone for further
instrunfions.*.[lpon arriving over Bl Paso radin"tﬁfr aiﬁ?a-ft was inétrpctrfd_tn
proceed to the Glix}t..hﬁmar {1ocnted on the voutﬁaaﬁt- 'leg'.cf tha FL P'a:é.c:' Tangey
13% nautical miles from the cone), descending m'"m.tﬁ to an a.lti.t-udﬁ of 9,000

feot, further descand to 8,000 foet in a holding patt-:urn ovar Glint, ‘t.han to
progead inbound to the El Pase range, descondlng onroute. The westher oon-—
ditions for the El Pasc unicipal /jirport wers then transmitted to the alr-
eraft by tha ElL Pase Radic. The west her report was gilven as thin obscurement,
estimated 2,500 faet overcast, visibility 2 miles, light snow, dust, wind NE
at 15 miles per hour, altimeter 30,10, The let down instructions from the Fl

. fazo Radic to the $lint hemsr, were immediately changed to th~ follewings
procasd to the Clint Homer at 15,000 fast and hold for further instructions.

After arriving at Clint Hemsr, the aircraft wes then authorized to desccnd o

8,000 feet in @ PEASRARathmMNPE B1LAY REOIMRE Bocond tnbound to the

EAW PR G,'\"r 'u't O =i S _- e Jf.i F‘tf_ﬁ:mé}f




Tl “ase radio n.ius.cr-.nding ﬁﬁrﬂute to an altitude of 6,500 faet and stand by
for Biggs GCA pickup and radio instructions. The aireraft oroceeded from
Clint Homer iﬁbnund toward. the EL Fasa.'radi'u. The initial radar _o.ontrbl,
by Biggs GOL, was accomplished when the aircraft was at a p-::-int nine and
on half (9%) miles southeast of Biggs air Foree Hade on 2 heading of 316
degroes magnatic. 4t this time Biggs Gﬂn. infurmed El Vaso. Lpprﬂach gontrol
that thy had the aircmf‘b in radar c:ontact Jgppruach ﬂﬂnt-rul tmnsfemd
~control of the aircraft to Blggs GCh on "GFI (uf.‘llf} VHF channal srh this m:ﬂn
jifter the nireraft was turned over to Biggs iir Force Baarr GCA by -t.hn:s
'ﬁ.ppma-:h controller at Municipal Airpord t.o_wer, the idreraft Lazj;!ing'- Con=
trel Technieisn, 4/LC Roberts, Tugene Ma, pio;&tmd tha alrcrafy .pusi'_t'.ian a8
9 miles 8SE of Blggs Alr Force Base and the aireraft gave the information
that he was passing through &,500 feet descending on a _heading. Gf 318 da-
graes. Emergoncy procedures werc then g.iw'ran by the GCa éaﬁtml_ler as followsy
wIf you lose radioc contact with GCa for a period of ons minute in ths pattarn
or five ssoonds on finél, re—tome on tha Fl rago radic rangs at £, 500 fert,
. contact El Paso jooroach Control on chamnel WB" for further instructions,!
The pilet repeated thy instructieons.

The GC4 controller thsn turncd the aircraft to the left to a haading
of 260 dagrees, continuing his descent to 5,500 feet, and advised this
weuld be his basc leg. Biggs GC. utilized this turn as the identifying
turti. ;;1: this time th: winds and altimster settings were given as BNV at
1l knots, altimetor sstting 30.12, which was acknowladgad by the aircraft,
GO theon notified the aircraft that this would be a PPl essiat to sunvny ¢
35 to the north, langth 7500 feet, width 150 feet, fiold elevation 3937

WL, GC- minimums LL3T feet, which was acknowledged.

aireraft was %ﬂﬁd 7-—1?‘ burn ‘pq A headipg, of 3§GL gygr?pyrm;jnminirg an
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at about ons arm"cirm ﬂf (1%} mﬂeq e-wt. ui‘ ‘the extension of thc runwa:r
el cpn’a»r Lins. At th:s r}olnt Jt.h:. F‘i'zal {:ﬂntrollﬁr, ;fmt; Ht..l. eters, Juliuua

"H. s tock cver and s.ﬁviami 't.he qlncraf‘t 'I:hat- ha was overshoﬂtmg 't-hﬂ turn

and to turn to 0O degraes :and askau’; hw tha aircrai‘t was raading 't-hls Final
Gentrcllor, but the aircra.f* did not renly‘. "he Einal Gmt.mlle** made ons

. more oall with no reply. He t,urnad to 'l:.he :.rai‘fic n*r&ctcr ﬂ,f'iﬂ ‘ﬂnberts,

~and a:ked nim to call the almruft. and turn him 20 degress right. .h,!"lG

‘Roberts called tho airmi‘t. and tﬂld him to turn. tc a hsading of 3?0 dcgrﬁas, :
the pilot cams back nrl said "3T0 degrees, thers is nc:r mr:.h heading"
According ©o all t}*rea OGA cﬂﬂratnrq, hflc Roberts immediatsly sald
feorroction, turm right toa heading .of. le:} degr_eea“, which thay maingaiﬁ...'_ :
the aircreft acknowledged, At tﬁis p'oiﬁ.f. ¥r, Howard P..Ear'-l, fir Ti‘ﬁffi'c'
Crntroller at Wl vaso Mupicipal teattfi‘é& th'tt he was J;isteni'rg to the coﬁ—
versation znd that 't.ha pilot con imued his 't.ranar:isaian for A period of

two minutes, to the effect t‘mt ‘nn: vms continuing right to a hmding; of
270 degrees, and that Mr En.rl heard no csorrcctinn glvan by GOA Fm'.*ever, : .
‘othar personal in the Minicipal Towsr only ‘heard the 1370 degress, thers
is no such heading®, Tt was necossary fﬂr tm;: Investigation Poard tro'_avalu*
abe M, Tarlts tostimony to segregate facts from colnlons. He adrr;it-t-:ldlér .
did pot hear all transmissions yet tended to elzborata and cxageerate wiat
he did hear, He was inclined to theorlze and confuse frcts with opinions.:

A F
e

Lo the above bransmissions the aireraft informed GCA that He do—
sired to make a visusl approach over the station st 4500 fests Blgas tower
wng notificd by GCA of tha requast and GCL stated that iporosch Duntrﬂl.

had sooroved visual soproach. The sipawaft was cbsepved ot ibout this peint
en the secons to be moking o wigkt turn and was wisually obssrved by 4 tm;.'nr

onerator =3 Hmicicﬂllpﬂl;&m gpﬁmtﬂr. in. Bj.gbe} FEE}EE} itﬁ ba melkdng o

{A¥Y P QGVMJ%; 4 5_.{,*, 7 d 52 AFR %.pqé'




_-ight turn toan &.sterlar hEadlng ahoa m::mt half wa:r be‘l‘-m:ran tha two
stations, or about one and one half {I%:l mi‘las south of Biggs hir Forcs

~ bass. 1sb Lt. Ray Seith, Jres pilot on the Standar\dization Eﬁard Craw of -
thﬂ 311181:. Squad'r'cn of the F7th Bum‘b "ﬁing (H}, alsn u‘bsarﬁ‘ed the aircraft
o ‘the same time and 1acntion. He ebsarﬁraﬂ tha a:r.rcrafi.. mkﬂ- a sharn

_'-hE dv#raa tur'n to the r-igbt over. mmicipal 19?91 out fcr abuu‘t one mi'mta,_

. "-.::heading. T.his boars: arut theury *;hat t‘he pllot saw H.miciual : kiri“ield and

might have thought 1% was ‘Biggs hir Forcn ﬁaae. He never di,d reach Ahe
-southern bmndan of Biges sir Force Basa, but made his tums mrar, or
h.a'lring ‘passed. Just beyond, 'L'-he Municipal Alrport. Frm:* n‘nsew*rtions i’c. 1§ ;
: -a'rider.t‘. that tho aireraftls northerly heading, as cited above, was weat ::.'3'.. |
4he extension of Biggs Alr Force Base runway 35 and aligh‘hl:r to tho east
of the north-south runway at Minicipal .irp::rt.
: Soma place throughout this sequenccr of tra: amissions, tmu !r'uniciunl
tower nner'at-m g said they heard the aimraft. ask Gc,,, if he had tham in
his scope. GO. does not recall any such tmsnmissinns -and, Punicip 1 tower
 operators cannot pinpoint tho time or place An the’ aaqueme cf trana—-
- missions thoy heagd,
GCL continued to monltor the aireraft and vhen ita turn wes approach-
ing the extension of the center line of rumwsy 35, GCA advised aircraft

that a right turn to heading 350 dogroes should bring him over the sbatlen.

This ¢42ll was ~cknowledged but as the zireraft was drifting to the woat
on the scope, 2 \.n:rgctiup wig given to turn further right to "a heading of
10 degrees. alreraft acknowledged but was net obgerved in the scope Lo

be maldng good the désired hesding. Alreraft was then advised to turn

furthor right,.\fﬁ,hg.fr#ﬁ Gjp,»dﬁagmcs whdcialncraft hﬁl-ﬁ):fﬂlﬂdgr'd. Lt this

and t.**en m:ake a.nuther sharp 1;,.; dagrea turn 1:.0 +h9 right 1'..0 & sputh east,erly-"-:_-_"}ﬁ
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'time GG {I"PI} asked airﬂra.:ft. hi Mresenﬁ altitude‘ Lircraft Npl:ﬁr"bad

5,000 feabt. GCA then advlsed aireraft of logation of the Frankli‘n Fhunt.-

: :m.n:; in relation to. tl'n:: alrcr*ft-"s 'pDElthn, which 'na.s four and ﬂne half
_[l&e} mi]a s 85W of the muun‘l:.ains, height: AT foct, and adv:.sad aimraft

‘w climb tu:r 8,000 fnet. The nirf:raft acknuwledged. 11;'1{} Rﬂbarta {fontactnd =

R,-.sn -::uprmch Control to nbtain t:lﬂarance i‘or ‘I:-he B DCI{J feet altituda. e
nt this point the GG‘. ﬂp:,rat.nra eatimata thu aimraf‘h WAS, abum:- .t's::u.xr anﬁ

one half (iF) miles south of t.hs muuntains. ach continuzd calli‘ng niru

'_ :sr‘z'.i't but recsivad no replye Hcmmrar, th: aimraf'b was obsurved in the

- meope for about feour and one half {L;%) miles i‘urthrar bafare 1t ﬂisa\;-p»ar- __

ed in ground clutted en the SCOD G 'Ihﬁ a:.r-::rpft cr-ﬂshad :d; anproximatejy

1L37 M8T, or thres hours ¢ and twonty-two minutes (3:22) after take—oi‘f.

Shortly t’hareafter, tsliphone calls to Biggs alr Force ‘Base nm:l ElL Faso :
Winicipsl were rocelved that an aireraft had crashed into t.h:a-w.est.-air]e of
the Franklin Hmn’tuins. moke could l:m ohsewad rising abcnve the mﬂunt.-
aln tﬂp frc:-m both lmcations.

‘Telaphona calls from ctvilians in El Pago who had obaemd hhe a‘l:r--' ;

eraft passing overhend began coming in, Observations I‘rﬂm thasa cim’llianﬂ i

1seatied the airoraft over tho eity on 2 northerly heeding at about 5,-300
fent, disappearing into clouds eovering the mount.;ain toos. In nne'césé a;
Mr, Vernon ook a plcture of the sireraft. Photo analysis indicates that
tho aircraft was at sbout 5,300 feet, heading about 350 degrees in shout
a ten (10) degrees bank to the right. Landing goear and flaos were in tha
rotracted position. Power setting on the convontional :!:ginras goundnd to

tho observers as bhough thoy wers in a eruiss position. The Jots were not

ons T:is observation is borne out by 2. study of the wrackage from whi_v;_h .

i1t was de t.emineﬁﬁ'ﬁﬂ-hg Eﬁa}:f Has IS jots were off and pomwer
5" e Ahd 52 ﬂFR%@?’Ia_;
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fhe did nﬂtfblluw tha instructions given fﬂr emarganay in caae of camuu.
minication fallure,. s net Jaiown. WE ather at. Biggs Eir Forﬂe nase at tha

#ims of the accldent was estimated hﬂﬂ@ fout overcash and two (2) miles

visibility, with very light sn-:-w and haza, with tho racmntain 'bups ab— :

soureds EL Pasdo Huninipal at tha a*me time had weather af maashred cailing

3,30D faet with two milea visibility.

The Roard faala tha* the primary causa af thﬁ aﬁcldant waa hmp:ﬂper
mperation on authorized inqtrumant fllght becausa the pilnt did nat fbllcw
headings which ths e aparators tastified under path Wers given tn-the aib-

eraft, Even if the pilot did nat reeaiva soma. of thasa transmiasiona, tbwn

the flight tire was such that a one mlnuta-tima 1nterval would have ﬁlaﬂsﬂdu :'.
Tha pilot should have followed emargﬂnry inatructiuns and ra—hamnd tc tha
fl Paso radio ramge at SSGG f¢vt. Testa run by anath*r B-36 tha follnwang
day indicated that this maneuver Gﬂhld have bean aeconnlished utiliming

the same flight path followed by.tha craahed B-jﬁ, within Tive and ﬂnc

half miles from actual poelnt of impact with the mcuntmin.
although the L92nd Bomb Squadron Gommander teatified tha he ﬂ{ﬁdusspdi'_ L
the ferry flight with the pilat, Lt Eal Gerick, in his uffice, the actual

crew brisfing took place in a hangar with only the crew pregent, therefors,

the amount of preparation is not knowa. L khe Board's cpinion {1o valid
that the pilot becnme ccn£u3aﬂ bf sighting El Paso Munleipal instead of
piggs sir Force Base and then flew his aireraft in a wide gieeping turn

to the west and north, 1t mast be assumed that sufficisnt study, familiar-
{gation and preparatlon for flight into the area was not made, Such study
and familiarization would have orecluded the ensuing confusion. ‘The pilot
evidentlf anticioated weather ccnditions because he made the stetemmnt

to the wuuthar ferescaster thdt if he wars gnlng to Eiggs, ih lnnked as
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