Introduction

    9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that 

    were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony that they held:

    10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O lord, holy and true, dost thou

    not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?

    11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that

    they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also and their  

    brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.

                                                                                                                          Rev. 6:9-11                                         

    February 28, 1993. The quiet country air broke that morning to the sound of military helicopters flying at low altitude above Mt. Carmel. This was the name of the Branch Davidian residence situated on a seventy seven acre patch of land east of Waco, Texas.  Almost simultaneously two cattle trailers pulled into the driveway at the front of the property. They headed towards the house with their tops covered. But instead of the cattle they were designed to carry they concealed a cargo of heavily armed intruders poised for a surprise attack. Men posing as beasts, how ironic!

    As they arrived at the front of the house, David Koresh opened the door and went outside to meet them. In an urgent appeal to get their attention he shouted, “…there are women and children in here.”! But to no avail. It had already started. In a rush of commotion they had exited the trailers. The bubble of concealment burst as they piled out charging towards the house. So began what would become a fully blown gun battle. In his courageous effort to prevent this David was shot and wounded. His father-in-law, who had accompanied him, was also seriously hurt. They both stumbled back inside the house.

    By this time the familiar sounds of gunfire seemed to come from everywhere. Not that this was particularly noticed. The mind had already moved on to what this all meant and what had to be done in light of it. This was no ordinary day at Mt. Carmel. As the reality of the moment set in, the very real possibility of us all being killed drove us beyond our fears in a spirited defense of ourselves.

    Minutes into the battle a 911 call was made to the emergency services. We had not become so overwhelmed by events to have lost all hope of stopping it. Although the battle had already started it was thought we could secure a ceasefire. It took what seemed like forever to get our attackers to agree to this. When finally they did, it was arranged they would leave our property. This was done without further incident. When the smoke cleared there were deaths and injuries on both sides. 

    It was not long before news of this spread. It quickly drew the attention of the national networks. The speed with which they descended on Waco was noteworthy. In the aftermath of complete failure, what our attackers planned as a surprise would now be broadcast for the world to see.

    Shortly after this initial attack the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (BATF), who were responsible for launching it, were replaced by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). I would assume not without much ambivalence. They had just received a very embarrassing blow and were now being relieved of any further frontline involvement. Inside Mt. Carmel we attended to our wounded and dying. Much shaken by what had happened, for many of us we were unsure what to think. Although encouraged at having mounted a successful defense of our faith we also knew this was far from over. Judging from what had happened what would come next did not look pretty.

    In the ensuing days and weeks the Mt. Carmel residence would be surrounded. Most noticeable were the regular sights of tanks driven up and down the property. In total there were about sixteen of them including M1 Abrahams, of the type used in the first U.S war in Iraq. These were the “chariots…with flaming torches…” spoken of by the prophet Nahum (2:1-5). In addition there were two 50 caliber machine gun-posts at the north and south end of the house. Across the street to the front was a third sniper position. Razor wire was used to cordon off certain areas of the property and armed helicopters kept aerial surveillance. We were imprisoned inside Mt. Carmel. The scene was like that of a regular war zone. These physical facts would become matched by choice words and phrases disseminated through the media as part of psychological spin operation designed to demonize and isolate us from public sentiment.

    The conditions inside Mt. Carmel were far from desirable, but this was of little immediate concern. There was a lot at stake. We were wronged and those responsible knew it. We would endure weeks of negotiations in an attempt to find a formula to end this without further loss of life. One that would ensure the truth would prevail. Not surprisingly this proved elusive. Rather than acknowledge their wrongs our attackers would instead use their power and position to try to hide them. This meant continuing their offensive. We could not go along with this. The high-profile nature of the event meant it could not easily be swept under the carpet so long as we continued our stand. In the face of this they would resort to more extreme measures in a bid to accomplish their objectives.

    Sensing failure, like their sister organization the BATF before them, after 51 days the FBI pulled the plug on the negotiations. On April 19, 1993, our Mt. Carmel residence was again attacked. The final solution our attackers had devised was now in effect. Tanks repeatedly rammed the building inserting toxic gas. The wooden structure shook as parts of it tore away from the foundations. Minutes into this second attack the building caught fire. The flames quickly spread engulfing the entire structure. What they could not accomplish through the show of force, negotiations and poisoned gas they thought to now accomplish by fire. Not an unfamiliar strategy. But this too would also prove to be a failure.

    Scores of my fellow believers would perish in the flames. They would die as martyrs for the word of God and the testimony we held. Only a handful would survive that day to give an account of what they endured. Quite a different one to the official line our attackers gave as they sought to cover-up their crimes. Even before the fires were out they had already set this in motion. You will recall the now infamous line by one negotiator as the building became engulfed in flames, “…look, they’re killing themselves.” Earlier as the tanks inserted their cargo of toxic gas, the same negotiator was heard saying, “…this is not an assault, this is not an assault.”! They had already planned the “suicide” line they intended to sell to the unsuspecting public. It was just a matter of orchestrating events on the ground to give that appearance. This would be helped along with a little running commentary.
    What happened on April 19, 1993, was far from being the mass suicide our attackers tried to make it out to be. It was mass murder. Perpetrated by the government and shown on national television for all to see. I am reminded of the amphitheaters back in the days of Rome where the Christians were thrown to the lions. We were seeing a more updated version of this via television. When our attackers could not take over our souls they killed our bodies instead. The fact that we were prepared to stand for what we believed in, even at the cost of our lives, is not suicide. What was done to us on April 19 was indeed an assault. We did not kill ourselves. They killed us.
    Having the knowledge of our earlier stand on February 28, they knew we would not yield in the face of aggression. Any further attempt to use aggression therefore would only lead to a certain outcome. These were not stupid men. They knew what they were doing. They made the decision to mount this second attack with a clear goal in mind. It would either force us out or we would die in the flames. Whatever the outcome, they thought to dictate over our will and orchestrate events to conceal their own unrighteous deeds.

    We are now many years removed from what took place in1993. What the world saw marked an important event in time and space. There are those who would wish it were completely forgotten but it now sits as a witness indelibly etched in history. The behind the scenes details of what really happened have since become widely available. But this is not the sum of it. A very important question remains to be answered. This takes us beyond the event itself to the question of meaning. What did the world really see at Waco, Texas in 1993?  In the years that have followed there have been a number of unsuccessful attempts to address this question of meaning. These have come against the backdrop of other major world events that have occurred since then significantly impacting the way we now live and view reality. The meaning of what happened at Waco is not unrelated to these and remains to be answered. 

    For my brethren and I who were directly involved, the Waco event was much more than the government’s abuse of its powers in the murder of the innocent. There is a far greater significance to all this that relates to matters of God, Truth, freedom and conscience. We were a community of faith in God above all else. Although this event was a notably significant moment in the course of our experience it is not what defines us. There is a definite and much larger spiritual context by which what happened at Waco is understood. This is what we also drew upon for our self identity. It embodied the soul of who we are. Those who attacked us sought to undermine this leaving us little choice but to defend ourselves. To think of us merely in terms of the Waco events alone would be like thinking of Christ 2,000 years ago only in terms of the crucifixion. This limits the ability to see the larger picture and the meaning of the event. It also leaves one unprepared for what is to follow next as a result of how the matter was dealt with. 

    My purpose in writing this book is to show in a concise form the biblical context and content of David Koresh and the Waco events. It is hoped this will help make more apparent the theological significance and meaning of what this event was truly about. To accomplish this I draw upon the experience I had while staying at the Mt. Carmel community before, during and after what happened in 1993. I have known David Koresh about 20 years now. We first met in the summer of 1988. Through subsequent visits to Mt. Carmel I came to appreciate and embrace the faith and beliefs they held. We shared a common purpose in our thirst to know the truth of God above all else. It was evident that this community was uniquely rewarded in this regard. Looking back at the series of events that led me to this place in my journey of faith has left me convinced these were more than just coincidence. Faith in God has its own definite course in the experiences and direction of our lives. The exercise of faith is itself an important part of that experience. We understand there are things experience alone can teach.

    Reducing these matters to the written form presents its own unique challenge. What we are dealing with here is more than just imparting a mass of information. We are talking about a “SPIRIT”. This is perceived consciously as a vision and understanding of life imparted to those possessed of it. It has its origin of heaven rather than of earth and corresponds with the biblical text of scripture as its parallel expression in written form. The prophetic texts of the Old Testament and the book of Revelations are of particular focus. What reporting there is in the literature about David Koresh regarding this has been done in light of the Waco event. This is different than seeing things from the “SPIRIT”. Although such reporting serves its purpose it comes across as generalized commentary which lacks the animation and enthusiasm characterizing the way we received it at Mt. Carmel. An outside observer’s view which takes the form of an after the fact report, cannot suffice here to declare the Truth of this. We are dealing with matters of faith and ideal that are much greater than what is visibly seen as the forms and processes these give rise to. This would be like committing the same trespass the government committed against us but in a journalistic sense. It denies us a crucial aspect of our being and right of faith to relate with God and to give an accounting of it ourselves. You will recall the opening statement by David Koresh, “Look, you denounce the fact that I have a God that communicates with me. That’s the first mistake…” We understand that the U.S. government is not God. Neither are those in the media and other such institutions of human culture who might take to themselves the sole right to determine the meaning of reality. There is that which has to do with relating to God without the filters of prevailing societal and cultural forms. It allows for change and is an important part of the meaning of freedom. This is at the heart of why faith exists.

    We begin then in Chapter 1, with a look at the subject of the Judgment of God. Here I seek to show the immediate biblical frame of reference against which we derived our self understanding and sense of purpose. The understanding David Koresh had of himself and his role stemmed from this. The part he played in this was scripted. It was not something he dreamt up one day out of the wild imagination of his own heart and wishes. There have been those who have sought to portray him this way. Some of whom were with us at Mt. Carmel, but for their own reasons left. Their agenda driven assault of David’s character and by the same token those of us who stood with him is nothing more than a noisy distraction. It is certainly not the truth. The actions of these former believers is aptly captured in Ezek 34:18&19, where God states,

    18 Seemeth it a small thing unto you to have eaten up the good pasture, but you must

    tread down with your feet the residue of your pasture? And to have drunk of the deep

    waters, but you must foul the residue with your feet?               

    19 And as for my flock, they eat that which you have trodden with your feet; and drink

    that which you have fouled with your feet.

These matters of Truth we were shown were indeed good pastures and deep waters. It was difficult enough to come to the knowledge of them without the confusion created by those, who having once embraced them, would then turn against them hurling venomous unwarranted insults and accusations. We certainly held no ill will towards them and never has it been said that we did. The sad part is the effects this would have on those who were not there and knew no better. What is clear David Koresh operated within a discernable context of spiritual understanding and conviction of purpose. This is not seen by outward appearances alone. It should come as no surprise that there are things beyond sensory perception and the ability of the reason that comes of it to discern. Not that these are inaccessible to our learning. The fact is they are! Just not by human reason alone. The ability of reason is only a limited faculty of mind by which to know the meaning of things. The imagination arguably ranks higher and serves a greater purpose than the mere creation of fantasies. This is understood particularly with regards to Inspiration and Direct Revelation which assumes the existences of some entity of higher intelligence and Being beyond man and who communicates with us.

    We continue in Chapters 2 and 3, where we show more directly how the Judgment of God actually links to David Koresh and our Mt. Carmel community. Taken together, these initial three chapters reveal precisely how Heaven continues to be directly involved in the affairs of the earth as in biblical times. Our being gathered at Mt. Carmel was not by mere chance. Though unseen there was an unmistakable presence at work that could not be denied. I am reminded here of what Christ stated to Nicodemus concerning the work of the Holy Spirit in John 3. Note verse 8,   

    8 The wind bloweth where it listeh, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 

    tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

The Spirit of God is the Vehicle by which we understand the things of God. The advancements we achieve in the understanding of God then become evidence of the Spirit herself. We are able to further affirm the truth of this by what this allows us to see of the meanings of truth contained in the written word of Scriptures. These matters may seem a little strange at first but this does not make them any less true.

    In Chapter 4, we focus on the event of Waco itself. Here I show what happened in 1993, as it is portrayed in the scriptures. This was the fulfillment of yet another significant event written of long before it would actually take place. To those who are unaware of bible prophecy, the future of this world has already been foreseen and recorded. This does not mean that events are predestined to turn out a certain way. Rather, the actions of men are foreseen as they are played out in the circumstances and processes in which they occur. They are then revealed to us of God demonstrating the fact that God is not bound by time. He has the power to see the beginning and end of all things. Whilst we may not be able to see it ourselves we can understand the possibility of it. We also possess a limited ability to see and influence the course of events. I noted how those who attacked us knew what would happen when they launched the second attack on April 19. The first attack showed we would not back down to the threat of violence. To relinquish our position of faith in God to the fear and death they brought to us was not an option. The knowledge of our earlier stand became part of a larger strategy designed to engineer events to achieve a certain outcome. Having determined the desired outcome, events on the ground can then be manipulated accordingly. This is predestination as it is devised by men. This also made the second attack a decision to murder us.  During the negotiations while I was inside Mount Carmel there was a distinct sense that this was what was being done. This was later proven to be exactly the case. Even president Clinton was a party to this. When questioned on national television about Waco shortly after April 19, he stated “…a bunch of fanatics killed themselves.” This was revealing of the outcome the negotiators wanted to achieve, with the approval of their commander-and-chief. Their solution was to create the appearance of a “suicide”. They could then cover-up their wrongs without any serious investigation of their conduct.
    In Chapter 5, “…together until the harvest…” we pick up the subject of the Judgment again. This time we discuss in greater detail just what it actually means to set Judgment in the earth. Here we examine the role David Koresh and the Waco event plays in this process. The idea of perfect justice is not an unattainable possibility. With God, it is the only possibility. Anything less would be human! Is it possible that a righteous person could end up being lost? Or an unrighteous person mistakenly saved only to start the whole thing over again? In the Judgment of God, how is it that there can be no mistakes? In this chapter we also review the description of world events in the run-up to the judgment as they were foretold in the prophetic scriptures. We consider in particular the book of Daniel for the broad sweep of prophetic information it contains.

    What is truth really? How does it relate to the meaning and vision of life by which we order our lives? Real life lasts without end. It renders its possessor immortal. A far cry from the momentary blip we now experience life to be before death takes us captive.  You will recall the angel who visited John in Rev 1. In verse 18, he stated, 

    18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen;

    and have the keys of hell and death.

What are, “…the keys of hell and death”? In Rev 7:2, we are shown an angel ascending from the east with, “…the seal of the living God.” Under the fifth seal of Rev 6:9-11, we are shown a group of people who were killed yet they were still alive! The Two Witnesses of Rev 11:3-13, were brought back from death. What does this all mean?

What we now see of Truth and experience of life reaches only as far as the concepts of our minds allows us to see. But is truth merely a concept of mind? Is what we now experience of life the sum of what life is? These and other related questions are the focus of Chapter 6, where we take a look at Truth and Life in light of this New Revelation.

    In chapter 7 we go beyond the Judgment. Here we look at the future of the world and the universe as it is envisioned of God. Picking up from where we left off in our review of the book of Revelation in Chapter 1, we explore several themes fundamental to the broader meaning and purpose of salvation. These include the resurrection, immortality

and the Kingdom of God. We were given valuable insights into these subjects. The fact of which tells us they are not beyond our capability to understand. It is not hard to see their contribution in allowing us to grasp the true vision of life which affords a clearer sense of meaning and direction in how we order our lives. In the changing world around us this is something of lasting value we can meaningfully depend on.

    It is important I emphasize what is written here is not the whole fruit just a bite of it. Hopefully enough to provide a clearer insight into what these matters concerning David Koresh were truly about. The meaning of what happened at Waco reaches beyond the facts of the event itself. What we are talking about concerns fundamental principles of truth and right that parallels the Christ event of the crucifixion 2,000 years ago. That unconscionable crime of justice undone remains with us today. So too the Waco event, it is not going to go away. Although not yet fully realized it holds profound significance in the plan of salvation. The fact of this is to demonstrate itself in the related events that are still yet to follow. What was seen in 1993 is far from being the end of these matters.

                                               1

Judgment

    After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice

    which I heard was as it were a trumpet talking with me; which said, come up hither, 

    and I will show thee things which must be hereafter.   

    2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one

    sat on the throne…

    We begin with the subject of Judgment, hinted at here in our opening text from Rev. 4:1&2. This is in regard to the long awaited judgment of God that was to occur at the end of the world. The significance of this as part of the greater truths of God and salvation was of paramount consideration to our Mt. Carmel community. It provided the backdrop against which we understood ourselves and our sense of purpose. The matters concerning David Koresh and the role our Mt. Carmel community would play in the unfolding drama of end time events were inextricably tied to it. It is my purpose in this chapter to present enough of a foundation that will allow this relationship to reveal itself. This requires an overview of the book of Revelation where a detailed account of these matters is given.                                                       

    At the time the apostle John wrote the text I used to open this chapter he was imprisoned on the Isle of Patmos. He tells of this as part of his introduction to what would later become known as the book of Revelation. Note chapter 1:9,

    9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom

    and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God

    and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.

It was not long after Christ ascended to heaven and the disciples began their missionary work that they became the target of persecution. An attempt to eradicate the fledgling movement as was done to Christ before them at his crucifixion. In the course of things several of the apostles were eventually killed. Here John was imprisoned on a small volcanic island in the Aegean Sea, off the coast of what is now Turkey. Being imprisoned for ones beliefs is an experience I also know well. While imprisoned John informs us he received a visit from an angel sent to him from heaven by Christ. He describes the visit in verses 10-20. Briefly, in verse 10, he tells of how he was in the spirit when he heard a great voice behind him which sounded like a trumpet. When he turned around he saw, “…seven golden candlesticks.” In the midst of the candlesticks stood the angel, whom he proceeds to describe in verses 13-16. In verse 17, he states,

    17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me,

    saying unto me, fear not; I am the first and the last:

John was rendered unconscious at what he saw and was subsequently revived. The angel instructed him to write about the visit and gave him a series of messages from Christ to relay to the churches that existed at the time. This information takes us to the end of chapter 3. We shall focus on aspects of this in due course. Essentially, what this represented was mail sent from Christ in heaven to a group of people alive nearly 2,000 years ago. This is not to suggest it is of no relevance to us who live today, only that the immediate context should not be lost sight of.

    In Rev 4, a significant development takes place. The focus shifts from earth to heaven. This is where verses 1&2, in our opening text to this chapter pick up the story. John draws our attention to a door opened in heaven. The angel that visited him in chapter 1, who spoke with a voice that sounded like a trumpet, invited him up to heaven. Note again what John stated in verse 2,

    2 And immediately I was in the spirit; and behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one

    sat on the throne.                                                                    

In an instant John now finds himself in heaven. See how easy it is to go to heaven! You don’t even need a passport. The trick is to get invited. When you are invited or summoned to the dwelling place of God he provides you with the means to get there. You will remember what happened with the prophet Elijah noted in 2Kings 2:1-12. His ride was a chariot of fire with horses of fire. Without an invitation you have to find your own way. It causes you to wonder what those folks were really trying to do by building that Tower back there in Gen 11:1-9. I would suppose it is the same idea behind the present space program. Still, I cannot think of anyone who has made this journey by their own volition. In this instance it took “spirit” power to get John there. But what we are really concerned to know is what did he go up to heaven to see? In verse 1, the angel told him he would be shown, “…things which must be hereafter.” He was being informed about what would take place in the future. We now live in the future of John’s day. This information would be of interest to us who are alive today. It can be thought of as mail sent to us from heaven about ourselves generations before we were even born. Think of what this means. What we have here in what John records amounts to an unbroken link between Christ in heaven and his followers here on earth. It keeps us informed about things which are of relevance today and important to our salvation. These are the things Christ would be talking to us about were he now present with us on earth.

    John proceeds in chapter 4, to describe the scene he saw in heaven. Note the description of the throne and the one sat on it in verse 3. This is the centre-piece from which everything else derives its significance. Around the throne were 24 seats with 24 elders seated. Note also the sea of glass like crystal and the other objects before the throne which John draws our attention to. In verse 6, he describes 4 beasts who continually offer praise to the one sat on the throne. Ever wondered why that is? Or even what this represents? In addition to the one sat on the throne, the 24 elders and the 4 beasts, John tells us in Rev 5:11, that there were many angels also present. Heaven is seen here gathered together for some important event. What might this be?

    This is not the first time that the scriptures speak of these heavenly councils. You will recall what was written in Job 1:6&7,

    6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before

    YHWH, and Satan came also among them.

    7 And YHWH said unto Satan, whence comest thou? Then Satan answered YHWH,

    and said, from going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it

There are other such references to a heavenly court found in Isaiah 6 and 1Kings 22:19. Each of these instances reveals a definite purpose behind these gatherings. They are usually related to some matter to do with the earth. Here in the case of Job it concerned some challenge that Satan leveled at God regarding the authenticity of Job’s faith in him.

What proceeded was a trial designed to arrive at a judgment. It is interesting to note from Job’s experience that in order to arrive at the answer the issue in question was not dealt with theoretically but actually. It was directly played out in the life of Job. In this way there could be no uncertainty regarding the outcome. The truth of the matter would be perfectly established beyond any doubt. You may recall also the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah noted in Genesis 18. Before punishment could be executed upon these cities it was stated in verses 20&21,

    20 And YHWH said, because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because         

    their sin is very grievous;

    21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry        

    of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know.

Here too the truth of the matter would be established beyond any doubt. In both these cases we are given some insights into the nature and certainty of how heaven deals with earth in important matters of judgment.

    Let us now return to our review of the book of Revelation. Beyond the scenery of the judgment court shown in chapter 4, we continue in chapter 5. Here we are shown the central focus of this gathering. Note verse 1,

    And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book, written within and on

    the backside, sealed with seven seals.

It concerns a sealed book. In verse 2, John continues further,

    2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, who is worthy to open the

    book, and to loose the seals thereof?

This is what the issue is about. A sealed book and who is worthy to open it. In response to the angel a search is made in heaven, on earth and under the earth among the dead to discover whether there was anyone worthy. None was found. This caused John much concern. In verse 4, he wept. He realized that the opening of this book meant something of great importance. Why else would all of heaven be gathered together in light of it? Obviously it had something to do with the salvation of mankind and was important to heaven also. It will be shown that we could not move forward beyond the present state of things here on earth without this judgment taking place. What was contained in the book was the key bringing this about. It needed to be opened, but by whom?

    What was this book anyway? Without digressing too far, it has its counterpart here on earth. The information it contains has been revealed from time to time through God’s appointed servants and prophets. This information is among that which came to comprise the scriptures. We are shown this in the book of Daniel. Similar to what we saw with John in Rev 1, here the angel Gabriel paid a visit to Daniel. In chapter 10:21, he told him, 

    21 But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and there is none

    that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince.

This information was sealed until the end of time as we were further told in Daniel 12:4, 8-10. Later we explore this in connection with the angel of Rev. 10, who comes to earth at the end of time with a, “...little book opened in his hand…” The prophet Jeremiah
was also instructed concerning this. We read in Jeremiah 23:18-20,

    18 For who hath stood in the counsel of YHWH, and hath perceived and heard his 

    word? Who hath marked his word, and heard it?

    19 Behold, a whirlwind of YHWH is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind;

    it shall fall grievously upon the head of the wicked

    20 The anger of YHWH shall not return, until he have executed, and till he have 

    performed the thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly.

When Christ appeared in the earth 2,000 years ago, had he been received it was his purpose to open to us back then these hidden meanings of scripture. We are shown in Luke 24:25-27, 44-46, and in Hebrews 2:1-4 that he was barely allowed to scratch the surface of the deeper meanings they contained. You will note in the Hebrews 2:1-4 reference, how Paul emphasizes the significance of this to our salvation. This further affirms why John “…wept much…” in Rev 5:4, when no one was found worthy to open the book.
    We see in Rev 5:5, that John was comforted by one of the elders who informed him that someone had in fact prevailed to open the book and to loose the seals. He is spoken of as the “…Lion of the tribe of Juda, the root of David…” In verse 6, he is shown as a lamb that had been slain, “… having seven horns and seven eyes…” which are referred to as, “… the seven spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.” There is meaning to all of this. In verse 7, he comes and takes the book out of the right hand of the one sat on the throne. After he takes the book he receives glory, praise and honour of all who were present for having prevailed.
    What we have covered so far shows the essential context of the Judgment. The court with all who were shown present and the matter of the book sealed with seven seals before the court. What follows for us to know relates to the contents of the book. It is also important not to lose sight of the fact that what we are being shown here is an event that was to take place in heaven not here on earth. This would be of relevance to us who are alive today because this was the time when this event would actually occur. It provides us with important information that allows us to know the meaning and significance of the time we are living in as it is viewed from heaven. This is of greater importance for us to know than the engagement in the formalities and rituals associated with church practice. If these hold any significance at all it would be as they take place in the knowledge of the matters concerning the judgment, not in ignorance of them. I am reminded here of the conversation between Christ and the woman of Samaria recorded in John 4:4-42. When she questioned him concerning the matter of worship he responded in verses 23&24, with the following,

    23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the 

    father in spirit and in truth: for the father seeketh such to worship him.

    24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

True worship of God is not about our feelings or pious sentiments. You might consider Isaiah 1, where such worship is rejected due to a lack of an intelligent understanding of matters of God. We saw the true worship of God in Spirit and in Truth demonstrated in Rev 5:8-14, with those up in heaven. This worship sprang from knowing the truth of what was going on concerning the Judgment. It was not a routine formality arising from individual concerns and feelings. Rather, it was about God and Truth.

    What we have been discussing here in these matters concerning the Judgment provides a platform that allows us to transcend the limited confines of our own consciousness and Being. It aims to restore our link with heaven by re-establishing us again in the one cosmic consciousness. This releases us from the bondage of separation we are now imprisoned in. And which is felt as a lack of meaningful understanding and connectedness with matters of God and truth. While in this state we generally turn to our own personal self interest or religious sentiment in an attempt to fill the void. Transcending this is the very essence of what salvation is about. We cannot remain the way we now are for this is the problem. It is a state of death not of life. To reach beyond it involves more than we can come up with ourselves. Can man bring himself back from death? This is as much a creative work of God as the creation of the heavens and the earth recorded in the book of Genesis.

    We continue in Rev 6, where the lamb begins to open the seals. Notice the noise of thunder in verse 1, as he opens the first seal,

    And I saw when the lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise

    of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, come and see.

    2 And I saw and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown

    was given unto him: and he went forward conquering, and to conquer.

This is all we are given of the first seal. A man riding a white horse, he has a bow and he is given a crown. He is obviously engaged in some kind of warfare. But what does this actually mean? As he opens the second seal, we are shown the following in verse 4,

    4 And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that

    sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and

    there was given to him a great sword.

Where are these horses coming from? Who is the rider? As with the first seal, under the second seal we are also shown a rider on a horse, this time a red horse. In addition we are also given a little more information. We know this has something to do with the earth. It talks about taking peace from the earth causing men to kill one another. But what does it relate to? We continue as the lamb opens the third seal in verse 5,

    5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, come and see 

    And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in

    his hand.        
    6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, a measure of wheat for a 

    penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and

    the wine. 

The white and the red horse are joined by a black horse. It is tempting to try and offer up some interpretation regarding what these mean. However, it was already established that only the lamb had prevailed to open the book and to loose the seals. It would therefore follow that only the lamb can show the meaning. Notice the pair of balances and the price for the wheat and barley. In due course these snippets of information will help us discern the actual meanings. In verse 8, we continue with the fourth seal,

    8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was death, and

    hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the

    earth, to kill with the sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beast of the 

    earth.

These matters spoken of under the fourth seal are far from comforting. There are some serious killings to take place as death and hell are here brought to view. You will remember the angel who visited John in Rev 1, at the beginning. He told John in verse 18, he had, “… the keys of hell and of death.” What did this mean?

    When it comes to Judgment this is something to be taken very seriously. One cannot underscore the gravity of this enough. I am prompted to think back to the days of Noah and the flood noted in Genesis 6-8. It was written in chapter 6:12&13, concerning the people who lived back then,

    12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt: for all flesh had 

    corrupted his way upon the earth. 

    13 And God said unto Noah, the end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is

    filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

Consider also the case of Sodom and Gomorrah in Gen. 18:20ff. Abraham’s pleading with God to spare these cities in the face of the evils that were committed in them highlights how serious this was. The Judgment of God is concerned with issues of eternal consequence. We are talking about Truth and Justice, Right and Wrong the principles underlying Life itself. How are these to be approached? The very idea that they are addressed by God rather than being left to man is itself indicative of how important they are. There is no room for error.

    The information given under the fourth seal, despite the horror of it, is intended to keep us realistically informed of what the world is to face. The lamb continues in verse 9, with the fifth seal,

     9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that 

     were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held.

    10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost

    thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?

    11 And white robes were given to every one of them; and it was said unto them, that

    they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren,

    that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.

The opening of the fifth seal brings a different feel to these events. The reference to horses that were seen under the first four seals are now gone. There is a greater plainness in the language used. Here we are shown a group of people who are killed but are still alive. Their souls apparently survived the death of their bodies. They are shown appealing to God to avenge their deaths on those responsible.  Who are these people and where are they now? What was it about them that caused their souls to survive the death of their bodies? You will notice in verse 9, the reason they were killed, “…for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held.” Back in Rev 1:18, the angel who visited John was quoted in verse 18, saying,

    18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen;

    and have the keys of hell and of death.

We shall visit this again when the meanings of the seals are addressed in greater detail. We continue as the lamb opens the sixth seal. What it reveals comes with unmistakable plainness of meaning. Consider verses 12-17,

    12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great 

    earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became

    as blood;

    13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely

    figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.

    14 And the heavens departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain 

    and island were moved out of their places.

    15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief 

    captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman and every freeman, hid themselves 

    in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;

    16 And said to the mountains and to the rocks, fall on us, and hide us from the face of

     him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the lamb:

    17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

At the opening of the sixth seal the world confronts the reality of the Judgment firsthand.  It breaks in on the earth with much fanfare. Instead of man going to heaven for judgment as was the case with John, the Judgment comes to earth. The nature of what is shown here should leave no question concerning what John went to heaven to see. Notice the question asked at the end of verse 17, by those mentioned in the preceding two verses, “…who shall be able to stand?” Apparently it takes the world by surprise and yet it is not a surprise. Remember those shown slain under the fifth seal. How does that connect with the opening of the sixth seal? There must be a reason it was mentioned. It happened here on earth during the time of the Judgment. It would have been something known about.

    We continue the narrative in Rev. 7, where we are given the answer to the question, “…who shall be able to stand?” posed at the end Rev. 6: 17. Here we are shown four angels holding back the four winds of the earth. Note verse 1,

    And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, 

    holding the four winds of the earth, that the winds should not blow on the earth, nor

    on the sea, nor on any tree.

In verses 2&3, we continue further as we are shown another angel ascending from the east,

    2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east having the seal of the living God: 

    and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth

    and the sea,

    3 saying, hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the 

    servants of our God in their foreheads.

Notice, there are five angels mentioned here. All five of them are on earth performing a work designed to prepare people in order that they might be able to stand when the sixth seal is opened. The angel shown ascending from the east has with him the seal of the living God. Together their work was to seal 144,000, noted in verses 4-8, and a great multitude, noted in verses 9-17. Now all of this takes place before the sixth seal is opened. In Rev. 6:13, as the sixth seal is opened reference is made to a mighty wind. When the four winds are let loose this is how it is created. It is spoken of else where in scriptures as a whirlwind. You will recall our earlier reference to Jeremiah 23:18-20. Notice again the angel ascending from the east. The fact that he is ascending implies he was already down on the earth. Who is this angel and what was he doing before being shown ascending in Rev. 7:2?

    Before we continue it is relevant here to consider a parable Christ taught recorded in Mt.13. Note verses 24-30,

    24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, the kingdom of heaven is like unto 

    a man who sowed good seed in his field.
    25 But while men slept, his enemies came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went

    his way.

    26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares 

    also.    

    27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, sir, didst not thou sow                           

    good seed in thy field? From whence then have it tares?

    28 He said unto them, an enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, wilt thou 

    then that we go and gather them up.

    29 But he said, nay: lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with 

    them.

    30 Let them both grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will 

    say to the reapers, gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn 

    them; but gather the wheat into my barn.

The meaning of this parable is explained in verses 36-43. We will consider this further in Chapter Five, “…together until the harvest.” For our purposes here notice verse 39, where it is states, “…the harvest is the end of the world and the reapers are the angels.” The reference Christ makes in this parable to the work of the angels at the end of the world is precisely what is being fulfilled with these angels shown here in Rev. 7. You will appreciate that this parable was given before John received the Revelation. Evidently, Christ knew the mechanics of the Judgment while on earth 2,000 years ago. 

    As we continue the narrative of Rev. 7, the question remains who was that angel in verse 2, shown ascending from the east with the seal of the living God? What was he doing on the earth before ascending? Notice he had power to command the other four angels of verse 1. You will recall those killed under the fifth seal. They, along with the 144,000 and the great multitude that were to be sealed, are brought to view at the time the seals are being opened. Obviously they had already been sealed. It was stated that, “…white robes were given unto every one of them…” It also states they were killed for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. What was this testimony and where did they get it from?

     Let us fast forward to Rev. 10. Here we are given some helpful information that allows us to answer these questions. Note verses 1-7,

    And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a 

    rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars 

    of fire:

    2 And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and 

    his left foot upon the earth.

    3 And he cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven

    thunders uttered their voices.

    4 And when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a

    voice from heaven saying unto me, seal up those things that the seven thunders uttered,  

    and write them not.

    5 And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to

    heaven.

    6 And swear by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things             

    that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea and the things      

    which are therein, that there should be time no longer:

    7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the 

    mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.         
The opening of the book sealed with seven seals takes place in heaven but it concerns matters here on earth. How are we here on earth to know what all this truly means? Here in Rev. 10, we are shown an angel who comes to earth. Notice the description given of him. In verse 1, he is “…clothed with a cloud…a rainbow upon his head…face as it were the sun…feet as pillars of fire.” There is meaning to all of this, but of more importance verse 2 states, “…he had in his hand a little book open.” and in verse 3, “…he cried with a loud voice as when a lion roareth:” Further, “...when he cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.” John informs us in verse 4, “…when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.” There was obviously some important information here that for whatever reason John was not permitted to disclose.  In verse 6, the angel announces, “…there should be time no longer:” and in verse 7, he speaks of, “…the mystery of God…” that should be, “…finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.” 

    Now who is this angel and what is this mystery of God? Clearly, whoever he is he comes to earth to teach mankind something. We see from the information that this is related to the Judgment. You will recall in Rev. 5, the book sealed with seven seals and the lamb, also referred to as the lion of the tribe of Juda, who had prevailed to open the book. In chapter 6:1, when he opened the first seal there was the, “…noise of thunder…” The connection here is quite clear. In Rev. 7:2, we noted the angel ascending from the east with, “…the seal of the living God.” In connection with the other four angels he would proceed to seal 144,000 and a great multitude. What is the seal of the living God and how do we know whether or not we are sealed? How does this connect with the angel of Rev. 10, and the, “…little book open…” in his hand?  Prior to being shown ascending, this angel of Rev. 7, was already down on earth doing something.  The group of people shown under the fifth seal they too were sealed. This obviously occurred before the other two groups he was to also seal. It was said concerning those under the fifth seal they were, “…slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held.” They had obviously learned something, referred to here as the testimony. We are dealing with the knowledge and understanding of God held by angels. That which accords them their distinctiveness of Being. What would it accord men to learn this knowledge? You will recall what Christ stated in Luke 20:34-38 about men becoming as the angels.
    In the remainder of Rev. 10, John provides us additional information. He notes being instructed, in the latter part of the chapter, to take the little book in the angel’s hand and eat it up. Presumably, digest its contents. He was told it would be sweet in his mouth but bitter in his belly. As John ate the book he confirmed it was so. What he may or may not have realized this would involve something further. In verse 11, the angel also told him he, “…must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.” Having to endure further persecution for the truth of God was a bitter prospect. Nonetheless, John obviously persevered. By writing the Book of Revelation as instructed, he did prophesy again. The information it contained has remained on record as a witness down through the centuries to the preset time, for all who would seek to know. 

    This narrative between the angel and John carries over into Rev. 11 where he further instructs John of other events to occur in the future. In verses 3-13, we are introduced to the matter concerning the Two Witnesses. The nature of the information given here makes clear it speaks of an event that occurs on earth at the time of the end. It is needful to relate this detail as an additional part of the puzzle that allows us to arrive at the big picture. Note the following,

    3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand 

    two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 
    4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the

    earth.

    5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth and devoureth their

    enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.

    6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy; and 

    have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues,

    as often as they will.

    7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the 

    bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and 

    shall kill them.

    8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is 

    called Sodom and Egypt, where also our lord was crucified.

    9 And they of the people and kindred and tongues and nations shall see their dead 

    bodies three days and a half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves.

    10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and 

    shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwell 

    on the earth.

    11 And after three days and a half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and 

    they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.

    12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, come up hither. And 

    ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.

    13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell,

    and there were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and 

    gave glory to the God of heaven.

In addition to learning when the two Witnesses would prophesy we also needed to establish who they were. Furthermore, as witnesses, what exactly do they witness to? Dealing with the last question first, in verse 3, the angel stated to John, “…I will give power unto my two witnesses…” Evidently their witness has to do with this angel. This would relate of course to the Judgment. Notice too that they were clothed in, “…sackcloth.” What does this mean? Are we literally talking about a coarse fabric for making sacks or does this refer to something else?

    The matter of the two witnesses is part of the, “…mystery of God…” mentioned by the angel of Rev. 10, in verse 7. This mystery was previously shown to God’s servants the prophets as the text also states. We turn then to the prophets to discover who they are and the event concerning them noted in Rev.11, above. Beginning in Zech. 4:3, 11-14, we find the same reference to the, “…two olive trees…” noted in Rev. 11:4. They are also referred to as the, “…two anointed ones, that stand by the lord of the whole earth.” Back in Rev. 11:6, it was said concerning them,

    6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy; and 

    have power over waters to turn them into blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues

    as often as they will.

It was the prophet Elijah back in 1kings 17, who had the power to shut heaven preventing the rain from falling. With regard to the waters turning to blood and the earth being smitten with plagues, this takes us back to Moses in Ex. 7-12. You will recall the deliverance of the children of Israel from Egypt. In both the Zech. 4:14, and Rev. 11:4, it stated that these witnesses, “…stand by the God of the earth.” You will recall in Mt. 17:1-9, when Christ took Peter, James and John up to the mountain where he was transfigured. It was Moses and Elijah who appeared to them. This was also noted in Luke 9:28-36, where it was stated in verse 35, “And there came a voice saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him.” Evidently, this event bore witness to who Christ was, the Son of God.

    Moses and Elijah embodied the Law and the Prophets of scripture. In Isaiah 8:20, it is referred to as, “…the law and the testimony…” These bear witness of the Word of God, made flesh in the person of Christ. In Luke 24:44, it is recorded Christ said to his disciples after his resurrection,  

    44 And he said unto them, these are the words which I spoke unto you, while I was yet

    with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and 

    in the prophets, and in the psalms concerning me.

You will also remember what was written in Mal. 4:4&5, about Moses and Elijah in the last days,

    4 Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I command unto him in Horeb, 

    for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.

    5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 

    dreadful day of YHWH.

The event spoken of in Rev.11, concerning the two witnesses is what was referred to here.

    When he came to earth 2,000 years ago, Christ identified the spirit of Elijah in the person of John the Baptist. Note what he said recorded in Mt. 11:13&14,

    13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied unto John.

    14 And if ye will receive it, this is Elijah, which was to come. 

Consider also Mt. 17:10-13, and John 1:15-18. Of course, the reference to the two 

witnesses noted in Rev.11:3-13, spoke of an appearance of Moses and Elijah that would 

occur after the Christ event 2,000 years ago. This would take place at the end of the 

world, before the events described under the sixth seal in Rev.6:12-17. You will also 

recall that the angel who spoke with John, informing him of these matters, appeared to 

him some time after Christ had already ascended to heaven.

     It will be useful to note that Moses died before the children of Israel entered Canaan. He was not permitted to enter there. With regard to Elijah, it was during the time of the kings that he was taken to heaven. Both these events occurred centuries before they appeared to Christ on the Mountain recorded in Mt. 17:1-9. Obviously, Moses had been resurrected. It was stated in Luke 9:31 that they, “…appeared in glory.” They were in their resurrected and translated states. This appears to have rendered them free from 

confinement to time and space. What form would they take when they appear again in the 

last days? Is it possible they might already have appeared and been seen of men but not 

recognized for who they are? This has happened before. Consider what Christ stated in 

Mt. 17:12&13, concerning Elijah when he appeared back then,

    12 But I say unto you, that E-lias is come already, and they knew him not, but have

    done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of 

    them.          

    13 Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.

You will also notice in Rev. 11:7 that after the two witnesses gave their testimony they 

would be killed. Under the fifth seal we saw a group of people who were killed for the 

word of God and for the testimony that they held. There is a further connection here to 

Rev. 12. Read carefully the entire chapter for an overall sense of what is contained in the 

text. For our immediate purposes here note verses 6, 11, 14-17. In verse 6, we are shown 

a woman who flees to the wilderness,

    6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, 

    that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.

What does this mean? Notice while in the wilderness she would be fed, “…a thousand 

two hundred and threescore days.” The time period mentioned here is exactly the same as 

the two witnesses were to prophesy in Rev. 11:3. Who is this woman and by what means

is she fed? It further states in verse 17, after she is nourished, the dragon who is also 

shown here as the devil, would make war against her and the remnant of her seed that, 

“…keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” You will 

recall what happened to the two witnesses after they had given their testimony. Also the 

group of people, “…slain…” under the fifth seal, “…for the word of God, and for the 

testimony which they held:” Clearly these three events relate to the same thing. In Rev. 

12:11, we are given some additional information about a group of people who overcome 

the devil. Note the reference to the word of their testimony,
    11 And they overcame him by the blood of the lamb, and by the word of their 

    testimony; and they loved not their lives unto death.

Obviously, in this war shown here there is a mix of the Spiritual and the physical, the 

supernatural and the natural, the seen and the unseen. In the midst of this there is 

something about an article referred to as the testimony. What is this? It must be very 

powerful to cause the devil to want to keep mankind from knowing about it by killing 

those who have it. We saw in verse 11, that it empowered them to overcome him. What 

does this have to do with the angel of Rev. 10, and the, “…little book open…” in his 

hand? Also, the angel ascending from the east in Rev. 7:2, with the, “…seal of the living 

God”? Clearly, whoever is sealed by this causes the devil to lose power over them.

Notice also the beast that wars against the two witnesses and kills them in Rev. 11:7. In 

connection with the dragon of Rev. 12, we are given additional information concerning 

this in Rev. 13&17. Without doubt the matters concerning the two witnesses are of an 

event that occurs in the future of John’s day. The opening of the book sealed with seven 

seals explains the meaning of all this. This part of the narrative continues all the way to 

Rev. 11:15, when the seventh angel sounds. You will recall what was said by the angel of 

Rev. 10, in verse 7,

    7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the

    mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.

The event of the two witnesses relates to the mystery of God spoken of here. It also 

relates to the voice of the seven thunders which John was instructed not to reveal in 

Rev. 10:4. We are to learn here how God breaks His word in order to save mankind. This 

is similar to what was done in the crucifixion of Christ 2,000 years ago. That was the 

form it took back then. It was recorded in Deut. 32:36, concerning the present time,

    36 For YHWH shall judge his people, and repent himself for his servants, when he

    seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut up, or left.

Notice the part where it states God will, “…repent himself for his servants, when he 

seeth that their power is gone…” This is spoken of further in connection with Dan. 

12:6&7, which also links to the fifth seal and Rev. 10:7, quoted above. The act of God 

breaking his word to save mankind is a little understood reality even among those of 

theological learning. But without it mankind could not be saved. This was what the 

apostle Paul alluded to in Heb. 2. Note verses 2&3,

    2 For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every transgression and 

    and disobedience received a just recompense of reward;

    3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so greater salvation; which at first began to be 

    spoken by the lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him.    

In Mt.24, Christ spoke of the great tribulation that would come upon the world 

immediately before his return in glory. For those with eyes to see, the pieces are already 

in place indicating where we are now with regard to this. He stated in verse 22,

    22 And except those days be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the 

    elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.

At a critical moment in the history of the world, God acts to save mankind through a 

group of people referred to here as the elect. They are chosen of God to perform a special 

task for the benefit of humanity. This causes the days of the great tribulation to be 

shortened, without which no one would be saved.
    It is important to try to balance all the pieces of the puzzle in the mind simultaneously in order to see the connections. We are attempting to see the whole, which is greater than the sum of the parts. It includes the mix of the heavenly as well as the earthly, seen from the perspective of what is to come not from what we now see. It takes some getting use to, but as we become more familiar with this information it allows a certain consciousness to emerge in the mind. Being converted to God means seeing things as God sees them. This is the meaning of Truth and the essence of salvation. Through the understanding derived from these matters our centre of Being shifts from the temporal to the eternal, from effects to cause. We are then better positioned within ourselves to judge the righteousness of God with regard to his ideal of life. While on earth 2,000 years ago, it was from this position Christ spoke. By the Spirit animating his Being and the understanding of mind he was possessed of he was centered in the eternal. His purpose was to lift the spirits and understanding of men that they too would become similarly positioned themselves. The spirit and understanding we are possessed of is revealing of where we are in our grasp of the nature and meaning of Life. This is of importance. It allows us to appreciate the difference between the real and the unreal, and to see the meaning of immortality and things everlasting. How we understand the nature of freedom is inexplicably tied to it. It was necessary for John to be taken to heaven in order to see these matters. While on earth, the prophets were shown them in visions. Through their records, we are made aware of dimensions of existence and realities beyond what is thought of among men. We only see as far as our thoughts allow us to see. This is contingent on the spirit or life energy animating our Being. If all we are is of sensory perception relating solely to matters of the physical then we are truly imprisoned. 

    Let us rewind back to the lamb as he continues to open the seals. We left off at the end of the sixth seal, where we briefly digressed to address the question, “…who shall be able to stand?” in light of Rev. 7. We pick up the narrative at the opening of the seventh seal beginning in chapter 8,

    And when he had opened the seventh seal there was silence in heaven, for about the 

    space of half an hour.

    2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven

    trumpets.

    3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and to him 

    was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of saints upon the  

    golden altar which was before God.

    4 And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of saints, ascended up 

    before God out of the angels hand.

    5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the

    earth: and there was voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.

    6 And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.

The matter of the seven angels, with the seven trumpets, under the seventh seal reaches all the way to Rev. 11:15. There the seventh angel sounds taking us to the end of that chapter. There is a break from Rev. 10-11:1-13, where we are shown the angel who comes to earth with the little book open we discussed earlier. This is inserted between the end of the sixth trumpet and the beginning of the seventh. There is a reason for this. It corresponds with Rev. 7, dealing with the sealing of the 144,000 and the great multitude, which was inserted between the end of the sixth seal and the opening of the seventh. I have already indicated and will show further that these two events are connected. As we continue with what is shown under the seventh seal, you will have heard of the seven last plagues. These are brought to view in Rev. 15&16. They are to be poured upon the world, described as Babylon in Rev. 17&18, for the evil works it has become corrupted by. It might be useful to think of these as one would the plagues that were poured upon Egypt in the days of Moses. The difference being, these are of greater magnitude since they involve the world. Like the seven last plagues, the seven Trumpets spoken of here also bring plagues. These are deemed the seven first plagues, since they occur before the seven last plagues and are more targeted than the latter. So, there are two sets of plagues to be poured upon the world for its iniquities. Which incidentally, are not arbitrary acts of God?  Men bring these upon themselves through the willful transgression of the laws of Right, which affects the greater expanse of creation. In Rev. 18:5&6, it is recorded concerning Babylon,

    5 For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God have remembered her iniquities.

    6 Reward her even as she have rewarded you, and double unto her double according

    to her works: in the cup which she hath filled to her double.

Notice the repeated use of the word double. This is used in reference to both sets of plagues. Together they take up much of Rev. 8-18. There are other matters noted in between. These include a mix of plain and symbolic narrative, with their accompanying explanations. We see examples of this in chapters 12; 13; and 17. In Rev. 14, amongst other things we are shown the Messianic kingdom of Mount Zion, which is set up on the Mount of Olives on the east of Jerusalem. This is an event that occurs after the seven first plagues but before the seven last plagues. It is intended as a refuge, a little heaven on earth, amidst the surrounding chaos and destruction at the time of the plagues. It is a place where those sealed of God go when they come out of Babylon. Note Rev. 18:4; Isa. 2:2-4; 25:6-9; Jer. 31:6-12; Zech. 14:4&5, and others.

    Let us review then where we have come so far. The apostle John while imprisoned on the Isle of Patmos receives a visit from an angel sent to him by Christ. This happened some time after Christ had ascended to heaven. The angel instructs John to write about the event and also gives him additional information to send to the churches. He is subsequently invited up to heaven where he sees a figure sat on a throne, surrounded by 24 elders, and four beasts. Surrounding them, were many angels. The court of heaven is shown in session and John was the invited representative from among men. In due course we are also shown the focus of this heavenly court. In the right hand of the one sat on the throne there is a book sealed with seven seals. Our attention is then drawn to a strong angel who proclaims with a loud voice, who is worthy to take the book and to loose the seals off it. After a search of heaven, earth and under the earth no one was found. A figure spoken of as, the lion of the tribe of Juda, is subsequently brought to view. He is also shown as a lamb, having seven horns and seven eyes. He comes and takes the book out of the right hand of the one sat on the throne. After receiving harmonious praise and acknowledgement of all who were present he proceeds to open the seals. Under the first four seals we are shown a rider on horses of different colours beginning with white and followed by red, black and pale. We are also given some additional information not clearly understood. When we arrive at the fifth seal we are shown a group of people killed for their faith and who were petitioning God to avenge their blood. They were made to rest for a little season. At the opening of the sixth seal cataclysmic events take place as heaven bursts in on the earth. In the face of all this the question is asked who shall be able to stand. We are shown two groups of people, who were about to be sealed. This takes us on to the seventh seal which introduces the first seven plagues. To be followed by the seven last plagues. Throughout the book of Revelation there is a dual theme of pending destruction and salvation. Ultimately, the former gives way to the latter. We pick up the remaining chapters in Chapter 7, of this book.

    This brief introduction to the subject of God’s Judgment is intended as a basic foundation for the body of this book. My concern has been to provide a general picture from which to draw upon rather than to focus on mass of detail. Having a sense of the context makes it easier to see the meaning of the details. This schema of things reflects the ordering of the scriptures. The book of Revelation was intended to provide an overview of the details contained in the prophetic scriptures. It organizes this mass of detail in a form that makes it easier to grasp. We are dealing with matters of God and Truth. God is all-seeing, and all-knowing. The reality of this characterizes the things that come of God. The book sealed with seven seals contains the unspoken thoughts of God, who is shown sat on the throne. Understanding its contents is also an exercise in what it means to be all-seeing, and all-knowing. You will recall the lamb that prevailed to open the book and to loose the seals. In Rev. 5:6, it was shown he had seven horns and seven eyes. There is meaning to this. Having seven eyes indicates completeness of vision. As humans, when we look in front of us we do not see behind, above, below or to the sides at the same time. Neither are we able to see in time. We are limited by reason of our having this embodiment. But the ability of “seeing” is not itself bound by such limitations. Seeing from the whole is not the same as seeing from the parts. The whole is greater than the sum of its parts. As we are expanded in consciousness beyond the confines of form and embodiment we are made to perceive things not otherwise possible. Through inspiration, we can become positioned in this state ourselves. Achieving this is the underlying reason for our having to exercise faith. Faith in God opens up the possibility for us to extend beyond the “self” of our present fallen humanity and consciousness. From this first step we are progressively imbued with truth and the spirit of God expanding our horizon of knowledge and understanding beyond sensory perception. Ultimately we become centered in our Being beyond the physical world of form and matter. It would then be said we have grown up to God, restoring us back to where we were before the fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.

    In the beginning of this Chapter I noted how at our Mt. Carmel community we believed in the prophetic scriptures. What they contained helped us discern the meanings of events occurring in the world around us beyond the events themselves. This was as it should be for any one truly concerned about God, Truth and salvation. Knowing the meaning of things is all important when it comes to knowing the Truth. Without knowing the truth we have no real guidance in matters of Right. To arrive at this was the sole purpose for the existence of the Mt. Carmel community. How can this be considered a crime?  At our trial, in the months following the events of Waco, the Judge by slight of hand convicted us of manslaughter. This was after the jury acquitted us of the false charge of conspiracy to murder federal agents that the government brought against us. It was supposed to be a trial by jury, not a decision of a political appointee. The charges brought against us were in relation to the four agents who were killed as we acted in defense of ourselves under attack. This verdict had nothing to do with anything we were doing to cause them to attack us the way they did in the first place. What we stood in defense of was our faith and our right to practice our beliefs in peace. Has the practice of ones faith now become a matter for the government to decide? Does the government determine what we are to believe in matters of faith? Those who attacked us showed utter contempt for our rights of religious freedom. We were attacked and criminalized for dissenting from officially held views of “acceptable” faith and religious practice. The charges brought against us, were simply an attempt to conceal this gross infringement of our religious freedom. Here the government further abused its powers by using the judicial system to shift blame in an attempt to make it appear we were the ones at fault. What happened with us at Waco was not an aberration. This outrageous state of affairs existed before the events which occurred in 1993. It merely took those events to bring them out in the open. Proportionate to the enormous power the government wields to perform its functions is also the ability to use this power to conceal its crimes.

                                              2

                    “For wheresoever the carcase is…”

    At the centre of the Waco events for both the members of our community as well as those who attacked us is the man David Koresh. Many things have been said about David regarding these events and very little of it complimentary. To our attackers and their supporters he has been depicted as a deranged bible babbling madman. A deceiver, who proclaims to be Jesus Christ whilst preaching religion through the barrel of a gun. If that wasn’t enough to remove any sympathy one might have towards him, he was further accused of being a sexual deviant and child molester in the most heinous terms. But despite all this hateful and venomous rhetoric, who really is David Koresh?

    We begin by focusing on a little thought about statement of scripture spoken by Christ 2,000 years ago. This is recorded in Mt. 24 and forms the basis and title of this Chapter. Note verses 27&28,

    27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall

    also the coming of the Son of man be. 

    28 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.

Pay close attention to verse 28, where Christ makes reference to a carcase. What was he talking about here? Of course, we know what a carcase is, a body! But what was Christ really trying to say in pointing this out? 

    At the time he made this statement he was with his disciples on the Mount of Olives overlooking the temple at Jerusalem. Moments before, they were in the temple court yard where Christ was preaching and teaching. In an apparent show of devotion, his disciples sought to draw his attention to the splendor of the building. We pick up the story in verse 2, where Christ gave a response,

    2 And Jesus said unto them, see ye not all these things? Verily I say unto you, there 

    shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.

While they sat on the Mount of Olives, obviously disturbed by what Christ said, his disciples came to him and said, “…Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” In responding to their question, Christ proceeds to give an outline sketch of world events taking us right up to his return in glory noted in verses 29-31. The subject of the, lightning out of the east and the carcase around which the eagles gather spoken of in verses 27&28, was of an event that was to occur before his return in glory. This has generally been thought of in reference to the same event as his return in glory noted in verses 29-31. But in fact they are entirely separate events that occur at different times. In this Chapter I demonstrate the fact of this whilst I also show how the first of these two events relate to David Koresh and what happened at Waco, Texas.

    Contrary to what is generally understood, even among professed Christians, the Christ event of 2,000 years ago was not the sum of the matters concerning Christ. His ministry, death, resurrection and promised return in glory wasn’t all there is, as many have come to believe. There was more to be revealed of Christ’s work here on earth prior to his return in glory. Although this was written of in the scriptures, it was kept hid; veiled from our understanding until the time it would be fulfilled. You will recall the matter of the seven thunders noted in the previous Chapter. The meaning of it John was commanded not to disclose. There has emerged a condition among Christians where they think they have come to complete understanding of all there is to know about God, Christ and salvation. Nothing can be further from the truth. This thinking has cultured a state of self righteous bigotry, not unlike how it was with the Pharisees back in the time of Christ.  We are given a description of this condition in the letter that the angel instructed John to write to the church of the Laodiceans in Rev. 3:14-22. Consider verses 17-20,

    17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;

    and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

    18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white

    raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not 

    appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest see.

    19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

    20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the

    door, I will come into him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

You will notice in verse 20, that Christ was no longer inside that church. He is shown on the outside trying to get in. They seemed oblivious to the fact they were no longer in tune with Christ. They were now under different leadership, drawn away by the things of the world as shown in verse17. Did they ever heed the counsel sent them of Christ through John, or did the light of their candlestick go out? Where are they now?

    It is a little regarded fact that even the Christ event of 2,000 years ago came as a surprise to those alive at that time. Only a select few who had kept themselves faithful and true were able to discern the meaning of what was taking place. You will remember the wise men from the east, also Simeon and the prophetess Anna. Both the religious establishment of the Jews and the rulers of the Roman state, not to mention the common people, had no idea. They were all caught up with temporal reality to the neglect of things spiritual. It was not without reason that God had to raise up a voice in the person of John the Baptist as a forerunner to arouse the people. A certain level of awareness regarding what was happening needed to be created.  The true identity of Christ was not discernable through bodily eyes at that time either. You needed the knowledge of the scriptures and the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit to see beyond the veil of embodiment in order to appreciate who he truly was. If that proved too challenging, how much more difficult to understand the matters of salvation he came to relate. Does it always have to be this difficult?

    Continuing our focus on the lightning from the east and the carcase where the eagles gather. What does this really mean? You will recall in the previous Chapter the angel of Christ shown in Rev. 10. Instead of the second coming he comes with a little book and also cried with a loud voice as when a lion roars. When he cried, seven thunders uttered their voices. John was not permitted to disclose what the seven thunders uttered because it was not yet time. We now know this relates back to Rev. 5, regarding the Judgment. This is an event that would take place in the future of John’s day. The book sealed with seven seals is first opened in heaven before it is opened here on earth. We were shown also that when the lamb opened the first seal there was the noise of thunder. At some time in the future of John’s day this angel shown in Rev. 10 comes to earth to make the meaning of it known. What about the thunder? How does all this relate to the lightning from the east that shines to the west of Mt. 24:27? You will appreciate that thunder is the after effect of lightning. They both are manifestations of the same thing. One is seen while the other is heard. Whether you are deaf or blind, if there is lightning producing energy around, you will know about it. In Rev. 10, we are told about the thunder, all seven of them, but where is the lightning! In order to produce a sound that equates with seven thunders it has to be extremely powerful. We were shown also that it shines from the east to the west. Perhaps this has to do with the angel himself. You will recall it was when he cried with a loud voice that the seven thunders uttered their voices. No wonder he was described in verse 1, as a mighty angel. We catch a glimpse here of just how powerful these beings truly are. Explaining this further, I am reminded of an encounter Daniel had with an angel recorded in Dan. 10. Note verses 5&6, 

    5 Then I lifted up my eyes, and looked, and behold, a certain man clothed in linen, 

    loins were girded with the fine gold of Uphaz.

    6 His body was also like beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his

    eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the

    voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.

This was the angel Gabriel, who had appeared to Daniel before in chapter 9:20-22. Notice the description of his face in verse 6, “…as the appearance of lightning…” Also, “...the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.” I imagine this would be loud! In Rev. 18, we are shown another angel who comes to earth. Note verse 1,

    And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great 

    power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.

The angel we saw in Rev. 10 was, “…clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:” His glory was veiled. It was obviously not yet time for it to be fully seen. I wonder why? One might also ask how come these beings aren’t generally seen by all men. It seems only a select few ever actually see them. In the encounter Daniel had it was noted in verse 7&8,

    7 And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw not the vision;

    but a great quaking fell upon them, so they fled to hide themselves. 

    8 Therefore I was left alone, and saw the great vision, and there remained no strength 

    in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength.

Like John on the isle of Patmos, Daniel also was overcome by this experience, to say nothing of the men that were with him. I guess this explains why these encounters are confined to a select group of people. It seems not many can ride with angels. I am reminded of what was shown happening under the sixth seal when God himself puts in an appearance on the earth before man. The significance of the question, “…who shall be able to stand?” is driven home more forcefully. If we cannot stand before angels, not to mention men, how can we stand before God? In our present humanity we would simply be blown away.

    These heavenly visitations were not just to put on a show. As with John, so too with Daniel, these angelic visits were intended for some specially determined reason. These men would be commissioned to perform some divine purpose. In John’s case this resulted in him writing the book of Revelation which provided valuable information important to salvation. There are other important instances of such contacts between humans and angels which follow this pattern. A notable one is recorded in Luke 1:26-38. Here the angel Gabriel paid a visit to Mary regarding the birthing of Christ into humanity. Note verse 30&31, 

    30 And the angel said unto her, fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.

    31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son,

She was chosen of heaven for a divinely ordained purpose. Note verse 35, as the angel continues to explain how this would be accomplished,

    35 And the angel answered and said unto her, the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee,

    and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: Therefore also that Holy thing

    which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.

In verse 37, Gabriel further stated, “For with God nothing shall be impossible.” Christ also echoed this same statement in Mt. 19:26. We shall further look at this event of the birthing of Christ via this combined human and divine operation in connection with Rev. 12.  In addition to Mary I am also reminded of the angel who appeared to the wife of Manoah noted in Judges 13. She gave birth to Samson. There has been and continues to be such encounters between humans and beings not of this world. As far back as Genesis 3:22-24, it was mentioned there were other higher life forms beyond man. As the centuries have come and gone recognition and awareness of the presence of these Beings have diminished. But as we have shown in Chapter 1, there would be renewed emphasis of angelic involvement with the earth at the end of the world. This would involve direct contact with individuals and groups of people. The sealing of the 144,000 and the great multitude by the angels shown in Rev. 7, is a case in point.
    So then, the angel of Christ, shown in Rev. 10, comes to earth near the end of time. But instead of his “second coming” in glory he brings the knowledge of the Judgment. In verses 2&3, he sets, “…his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot upon the earth.” he also, “… cried with a loud voice…” indicating what he brought was for the whole world to know. Notice this is something heard rather than seen. This is what was referred to in Mt. 24:27, as the lightning that shines from the east to the west. He is the same angel shown in Rev. 7:2, ascending from the east with the seal of the living God, to seal those who are to be saved. As we saw in the previous Chapter, the sealing takes place before the opening of the sixth seal shown in Rev. 6-12. It occurs before the second event of Mt. 24:29-31 where Christ returns in power and great glory. At the sixth seal when the heavens open, then we are to see the sign of the Son of man in heaven. But before this event of Christ’s return in glory could take place, the sealing had to be done. How is this accomplished and by whom? Paralleling the unseen work of this angel there is also a visible manifestation that is seen on earth. We take this one stage further by also addressing verse 28, relating to the carcase around which the eagles gather. Both these verses hang together. Here we answer the question asked at the start of this Chapter concerning David Koresh. Who is he really?

    The biblical backdrop to David Koresh takes us all the way back to Genesis 49. Before his death the patriarch Jacob gathered his sons to tell them what would become of them. We begin in verse 1,

    And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, gather yourselves together, that I may tell 

    you that which shall befall you in the last days.

It is interesting to note that back in those days the ancients, not only bequeathed to their children lands and possessions, they also gave them knowledge of their future. They had the gift of prophecy. For our purposes here we are concerned with what Jacob had to say regarding two of his son, Judah and Joseph. We begin with the matters concerning Judah recorded in verses 8-12. Note particularly verse 10,

    10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until 

    Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.  

Who was Jacob referring to here as, “…Shiloh…”?  One who comes through the lineage of Judah? It is generally understood among believers that he spoke of the Christ event of 2,000 years ago. You will recall the genealogy relating to that event recorded in Mt. 1. Here Christ is shown in connection with the line of Judah. The main purpose for this genealogy being written was to establish this. The husband of Mary at the time was Joseph. Though he was not the biological Father of Christ it was his lineage that was shown. Christ came through the womb of Mary, generally known as the virgin birth. Those who are familiar with bible prophecy will recall what was recorded in Isaiah 7:14 concerning this, “…Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” There are other prophetic accounts of this event, for example Isaiah 53. Here he is shown rejected of men and killed, but would subsequently be resurrected as Psalm 16:10, foretold. These are but a few commonly known texts. You will note what Christ also had to say, regarding what was written in the scriptures concerning himself in Luke 24. Note verse 44, as he spoke with his disciples after his resurrection,

    44 And he said unto them, these are the words I spake unto you, while I was yet with 

    you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in 

    the prophets and in the Psalms concerning me.

He also spoke of this in John 5:39. An interesting account of the experience he went through while on the cross is given in Psalm 22. Here, the unspoken thoughts of his mind as he endured that event, was written of long before the event actually took place. It was not until the fulfillment of these matters that his disciples and the early believers truly understood what the scriptures were saying. The latter chapters of the gospels record his resurrection. In Acts 1, we are given an account of his ascension to heaven. The book of Revelation opens to us his continued involvement with the earth and his followers from his location in heaven. They also had the added blessing of the Holy Spirit residing with them according as he had promised noted in John 16.

    Let us now turn then to the other one of Jacob’s sons, Joseph. In a similar way, Jacob also foretold that one would come through the line of Joseph recorded in Genesis 49:22-26. This has been entirely overlooked by all concerned. Note verses, 22-24,

    22 Joseph is a fruitful bough by a well; whose branch runs over the wall:

    23 The archers have sorely grieved him, and hated him:

    24 But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hand were made strong by the 

    hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:)

Notice carefully the last part of verse 24, where it states, “...from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel…” Who was Jacob referring to here? This passage was purposely written this way to conceal its importance until the appointed time. God has his way of concealing his truths. The notion that man, by searching can find out the things of God independently of God, is an obvious falsehood. This would set the act of searching and therewith the searcher, in this case man, above God. It is only as God reveals himself to us along with the things that come of him, is he known. The act of searching merely reveals the degree of our sincerity to know the things of God and is rewarded of God accordingly. Even though this information was already set before us we were unable to recognize its significance until it was brought to our attention. This raises the question how much of our ability to see and understand the meaning of what is before us is in fact under our control? It was noted earlier how, we only see as far as the thoughts of our mind allow us to see. The peculiar contents comprising our thoughts form the conceptual field of vision through which we make sense of what is set before us. Whilst there is the absolute which we would regard as The Truth, with man this is relative.

    The figure spoken of in Genesis 49:24, who was to arise through the lineage of Joseph is also written of elsewhere in the scriptures. Some of the references concerning him have become confused with those referring to the Christ event of 2,000 years ago. This is of course understandable. Not knowing of his existence, how then would one know any different? This was not something that would be known through the usual processes of academic theorizing about matters which have already occurred. Identifying this additional figure helps explain the confused meanings in some of these textual reference. Let us consider for example Isaiah 53. For context it is helpful to read the entire chapter. For our purposes here note particularly verse 10,

    10 And it pleased YHWH to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shall 

    make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and

    the pleasure of YHWH shall prosper in his hand.

Pay close attention to this detail. This verse of Isaiah 53, spoke not only of the Christ event of 2,000 years ago, but of this additional figure also. Both of them appear to be related somehow. Note carefully where it states, “…when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed…” Firstly, where it points to his soul as an offering for sin this refers to an event other than the event spoken of in the beginning of the verse and the events described in the preceding verses of the chapter. The contents of verse 1, all the way down to the first part of verse 10, can be seen to relate to the Christ event 2,000 years ago. But as we pick up from that part of verse 10, where it begins, “…when thou shalt make his soul an offering for…” we see something quite different. Both these pieces of information relate to Christ, but they refer to two distinctly separate events about Christ set apart from each other. There is a reason it was stated in the second part, “…when thou shalt…” The use of the word when indicates a shift in time. This does not relate to the context in which Isaiah was writing. Nor does it relate to the time and the events described in the previous verses. Rather, it points to an event in the future of these. In this future event it was further noted, “…he shall see his seed…” The word seed used here literally means children. Those he would father.  As we think back 2,000 years ago, Christ did not have children then.

    What then is all of this saying? Earlier we made reference to Luke 24:44, where Christ spoke about the things concerning him which were written in the laws of Moses, and in the prophets and in the psalms. In John 16:12&13, he also stated to his disciples shortly before his crucifixion,

    12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but you cannot bear them now.

    13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for

    he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he 

    will shew you things to come. 

Let us then consider several relevant pieces of information found in the laws of Moses. We shall also look further at the prophets and the psalms. Turning first to Ex. 29:38-46, it was instituted as a law that the children of Israel were to offer two lambs each day as a continual offering. Note verses 38&39,

    38 Now this is that which thou shall offer upon the altar; two lambs of the first year 

    day by day continually.

    39 The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning; and the other lamb thou shalt offer

    at even.

This is repeated also in Num. 28:3-10. There was meaning behind these sacrificial offerings beyond the offerings themselves. You will recall what was stated regarding Christ by his forerunner John the Baptist in John 1:29, “…Behold the lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” Also when John went up to heaven we saw in Rev. 5, the lamb with seven horns and seven eyes. Clearly there was a definite symbolic     connection between these sacrificial offerings and Christ. But there were two of them. What was the significance of the second of the two? These offerings became known as the daily. We are shown this term used in Dan. 11:31, in connection with an event that occurs near the end of time. We discuss this further in Chapter 4, of this book.

    Another relevant piece of information taken from the laws of Moses is found in Lev. 16. This has to do with the sanctuary service known as the Atonement, a once yearly event held at the latter part of the year. Kind of like a final cleansing of the people from their sins before starting the New Year a fresh. In this respect it is symbolic of the Judgment at the end of the world. You will note in verses 5-10, 15-26, that there were two goats that were offered as sacrifice. The first of these was offered inside the camp. The second, referred to as the scapegoat upon whom was laid the sins of the camp, was released to the wilderness. It is generally understood that the first of these related to the Christ event 2,000 years ago. With the second however, there remained some confusion over what exactly this meant. There have been those who reasoned that it related to Satan. In connection with this they point to Rev. 20:1-3, where Satan is to be bound a thousand years in the bottomless pit, as corresponding to the wilderness that the scapegoat is released to. This might seem plausible on the face of it. The problem however is it gives Satan a part in the plan of salvation. In any case, in light of what is being shown here regarding this figure that comes through the line of Joseph, that is not what it means. At least whoever came up with that idea was trying to find out the truth.

    A third piece of information from the laws of Moses comes from Num. 20:1-13. Here the children of Israel on their journey to Canaan gathered themselves together against Moses and Aaron to complain about not having any water to drink. In verse 8, God said to Moses,

    8 Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou and Aaron thy brother, and 

    speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water; and thou

    shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and 

    the beast drink.

Notice Moses was commanded to speak to the rock before their eyes. As we shall see there was some significance to this. Instead of speaking to the rock as he was commanded, Moses did something else. Note verse 11,

    11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice; and water

    came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and the beast also.

Moses struck the rock with his rod, not once, but twice. As a result of this we read in verse 12, he was not permitted to go over into Canaan with the children of Israel.

We have since come to understand the meaning of the rock as a symbol of Christ. This is spoken of for instance in Mt. 16:18; Ps 18:22; 1Peter 2:1-8. The waters that flowed from it relates to the truths he taught. He indicated this himself in John 4:10. The issue here however relates to Moses striking of the rock twice. Why was this of such significance that it would prevent him from going over into Canaan? 

     The first two of the above pieces of information, the daily and the atonement, were in connection with the sanctuary that Moses was instructed of God to build. The sanctuary was patterned after the heavenly sanctuary where God dwells and where John went in Rev. 4. Moses was given specific instructions in the building of it. You will recall there was the Most Holy place which held the mercy seat which sat on top of the Ark of the Covenant. Inside the Ark were three items. One of these was a pot containing a portion of the manna God fed the children of Israel with during there wilderness wonderings. This is noted in Ex. 16:33-36. It is of particular significance in our understanding these hidden truths concerning Christ. This was referred to in the letter to the church of Pergamos in Rev. 2, where it stated in verse 17, “…to him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna…” In John 6:26-71, Christ refers to himself as the manna from heaven. As a portion of this manna was laid up in the Ark in the days of Moses, so likewise not all the truth was given concerning Christ 2,000 years ago. We saw in John 16:12, his disciples were given only what they could bear. There were yet more truths to be revealed concerning Christ. Had John not been taken to heaven, synonymous with going beyond the veil into the Most Holy place, how else would we have known this information? It is made available to us in the book of Revelation. Sadly, few truly appreciate just how important this is to our salvation. Aside from the significance of the information itself, it also comes to us from Christ in heaven. These would be the truths he would be teaching were he here in body with us today. To underline the importance of what I am attempting to explain here the apostle Paul also wrote of this in Heb. 12:18-25. Note verses 22-25,

    22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly

    Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,

    23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, 

    and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect. 

    24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 

    speaketh better things than that of Abel.

Here Paul his referring to the same scene John went to heaven to see. He refers to it as the general assembly. Here we see God the judge of all; whom John referred to as the One sat on the throne in Rev. 4:2. He points to the spirits of just men made perfect. These are the 24 elders. In verse 24, he notes Jesus the mediator of the new covenant. This of course refers to the lamb in Rev. 5:6. The new covenant is what is in the book sealed with seven seals. This last point is of particular importance. It is the book sealed with seven seals that contains the actual New Covenant. This is the real New Testament. The Gospels and the epistles merely record the historical details of the Christ event 2,000 years ago. Understanding this makes it even more apparent why in Rev. 5:4 John wept much when no one was found worthy to open the book. As the New Covenant, what it contained was extremely important to our salvation. Paul drives this home even more forcefully with a warning here in verse 25,

    25 See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him

    that spake on earth, much more shall we not escape, if we turn away from him that

    speaketh from heaven.

Having been rejected on earth Christ continued to speak from heaven by sending his angel to communicate his message through John. The information contained in the book sealed with seven seals continues his mediation of the New Covenant. It is designed to bring its recipient into the full knowledge and truth of God by which we are sealed.

    Continuing our discussion regarding the existence of another Christ figure spoken of in scripture, we now turn our attention to the psalms and the prophets. In Ps 40, we are introduced to another significant piece of information. The person of this Psalm speaks in verses 1&2,

    I waited patiently for YHWH, and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry.

    2 He brought me up also out of a horrible pit, and out of the miry clay, and set

    my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.

In Mt. 27, at the time of the crucifixion of Christ it is recorded in verse 46, “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, eloi, eloi lama sabacthani? that is to say, my God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Further down in verse 50, it also stated, “Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.” Shortly after this he was buried and remained in the grave until his resurrection. Some time later he would ascend to heaven. We continue this narrative of Ps. 40, in verse 6, where the person of this psalm further speaks. It was obvious from verses 1&2, he had been on earth, here in verse 6 we are shown he returns to earth after having been to heaven,

    6 Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt 

    offering and sin offering hast thou not required.

    7 Then said I, lo, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me.

    8 I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.

    9 I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my 

    lips, O YHWH, thou knowest.

    10 I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; I have declared thy faithfulness 

    and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy loving kindness and thy truth from the great 

    congregation.

    11 Withhold not thy tender mercies from me, O YHWH; let thy loving kindness and 

    thy truth continually preserve me.

We see from these verses that the person who is speaking in this psalm is in fact Christ.  Notice that he comes again, this time not as a sacrifice but to teach the truth about God. Having performed his mission 2,000 years ago where he then ascended to heaven, he subsequently returns to earth again. But this is not the expected return in glory many believe. Notice what he says of himself in verses 12&13, on this occasion of his return,

    12 For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine iniquities have taken hold 

    upon me, so that I am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs of mine head: 

    therefore my heart faileth me. 

    13 Be pleased, O YHWH, to deliver me; O YHWH, make haste to help me.

Obviously we see here someone possessed of iniquities. When Christ came 2,000 years ago he was without sin. When he appears in his promised return in glory he is to be also without sin. What then are we seeing here in this psalm? This also is a truth about Christ that the Christian church seems to have overlooked. When does this event take place? Obviously this would be at some stage after his appearance 2,000 years ago and before his promised return in glory. When this occurs what should we be looking for in order that we might recognize him? I noted earlier the need for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit and a meaningful grasp of the information contained in the scriptures. What we are to learn here is very surprising in regard to the matters concerning Christ.

    We continue our research as we now turn to the prophet Zechariah. Consider the following text taken from Zech. 13:7,

    7 Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith 

    YHWH of hosts; smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered; and I will turn 

    my hand upon the little ones.

This text has been used in relation to the Christ event 2,000 years ago but it has a deeper significance beyond that. Through the prophet Zechariah God speaks here of a figure he refers to as my shepherd. Someone he regards as his fellow, one like himself. The sword arises against him. Notice the reference to the little ones. These are referred to as a distinct group from the sheep his other followers. There are children involved as we noted in our earlier study of Isaiah 53:10. What is spoken of here in Zechariah was also shown in Ezekiel 21 in its broader context. For our purposes here note verses 9&10, as God speaks to Ezekiel,

    9 Son of man, prophesy, and say, thus saith YHWH; Say, A sword, a sword is 

    sharpened, and also furbished:

    10 It is sharpened to make a sore slaughter; it is furbished that is may glitter: should we 

    then make mirth? It contemneth the rod of my son, as every tree.

Note here in verse 10, where it says of the sword, “…it contemneth the rod of my son, as any tree.” Those who wield this sword have no regard for any. Not even the shepherd sent of God. But there is more to this. Further on down in verse 13, we read,

    13 Because it is a trial, and what if the sword contemn even the rod? It shall be no 

    more, saith YHWH.

What would men rather live under, the sword of the warrior or the guiding rod of the shepherd? In connection with the Judgment there is a larger purpose behind what we see here. God has determined that war and the sword shall be destroyed from the earth altogether. There is a way in which he intends to bring this about. In Rev. 13:7, we are shown the beast makes war with the saints and permitted to overcome them. It is then stated in verse 10, 

    10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity, he that killeth with the sword 

    must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and faith of the saints.

Ultimately the guiding rod of the Shepherd, with its emphasis on right rather than might, is to triumph above the sword as the instrument of rule in the earth. All who are of it are to triumph with it. We saw in Ezek. 21, the sword was permitted as a trial. By going against the rod of God’s Son, those who wield it revealed themselves to be in contempt, not only of the Judgment of God but also of God who appointed the rod. This sets the stage for the sword to be destroyed as we are shown in Isaiah 34, and elsewhere. We develop this further in Chapter 4, of this book.

    There are other references which point to this shepherd. Consider Eccl. 12:11; Jeremiah 49:19; 50:44, of course, our earlier reference to Genesis 49:24. In Ezek. 34:23, 24, and 37:21-25, he is spoken of as David, God’s servant who is to finally gather together Judah and Israel once again as one nation. This sets the stage for the greater purpose of God in bringing about the salvation of the whole of mankind. Note the following from Ezek. 37;

    21 And say unto them, thus saith the lord YHWH: Behold, I will take the children of 

    Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every 

    side, and bring them into their own land:

    22 And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one 

    king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they 

    be divided into two kingdoms any more at all.
Now note carefully verses 24&25,

    24 And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one 

    shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them.

    25 And they shall dwell in the land that I gave unto Jacob my servant, wherein your 

    fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they and their children, and their 

    children’s children for ever: and my servant David shall be their prince.

We read further in verse 27&28,

    27 And my tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall 

    be my people.

    28 And the heathen shall know that I YHWH do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary 

    shall be in the midst of them for evermore.

This Davidic shepherd is also mentioned in Hosea 3, where he is spoken of as one who would arise in the last days. Note verse 5,

    5 And afterwards shall the children of Israel return, and seek YHWH their God, and 

    David their king; and shall fear YHWH and his goodness in the latter days.

In Isaiah 55:1-4, he is spoken of as the one who brings the everlasting covenant. Note particularly what was said by God concerning him in verse 4,

    4 Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the 

    people.

We spoke of this covenant in relation to the sealed book of Rev. 5. Isaiah further spoke of him in chapter 41, as one who God raises up from the north. Note verse 25,

    25 I have raised one from the north, and he shall come: from the rising of the sun shall

    he call upon my name; and he shall come upon princes as upon mortar, and as the  

    potter treadeth the clay.
There is significance behind what is said here about him being raised up. This contrasts with how Christ came 2,000 years ago through what is referred to as the reincarnation. We shall discuss this further. There is significance also in his being raised up from the north. Instead of Judah, this time he comes of the Northern tribe of Israel. You will recall our reference to the line of Joseph in Genesis 49:24. But it also states he calls upon God from the rising of the sun, meaning the east. This prophecy of Isaiah is shown being fulfilled in Zech. 2. Here we see a young man who goes to Jerusalem, the east, to measure it. While in vision Zechariah states,

    I lifted up my eyes again, and looked, and behold a man with a measuring line in his

    hand.

    2 Then said I, whither goest thou? and he said unto me, to measure Jerusalem, to see 

    what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length there of.

    3 And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went out to 

    meet him.

    4 And said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be 

    inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein:

    5 For I, saith YHWH, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the 

    glory in the midst of her.

Who then is this young man that Zechariah was shown in vision? Where did he come from? Notice while he is in Jerusalem he is met by an angel who tells him of things to come concerning it.

    You will recall the reference to the angel ascending from the east in Rev. 7:2. Also our study of Mt. 24:27, regarding the lightning that, “…cometh out of the east, and shineth unto the west…” This related to the coming of the Son of man. We continued in verse 28, where it stated,

    28 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.

Now whose carcase are we talking about here? In our earlier study of Ps. 40, concerning the appearance of Christ in the earth again after having ascended to heaven it was stated in verse6,

    6 Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt 

    offering and sin offering hast thou not required.

In Heb. 10:5&6, the apostle Paul gives a slightly different take on this text,

    5 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, sacrifice and offering thou 

    wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me.

    6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure.

Notice where he states in verse 5, “…but a body hast thou prepared me.” We understand that a carcase is a body. In our study of Ps 40, the figure who spoke, when he returns to earth he again takes on bodily form. But how is this carried out? When Christ appeared 2,000 years ago he came through the womb of Mary, but without male seed. The scriptures reveal this was by divine power. This is the same power that created the world and man upon it shown in Genesis. There is something very profound about what we are seeing here. It helps further clarify what Christ was actually saying in Mt. 24:27&28. 

    The angel, who Christ sent to visit John in Rev. 1, came from the realm of the spiritual to that of the physical. The ability of John to discern his presence was due to John being in the spirit himself. In verse 10, he stated, “…I was in the spirit on the lord’s day…” Later on when he was taken to heaven in Rev.4, he notes in verse 2, he was in the spirit then also. In the encounters we alluded to earlier, for instance with Daniel, these too are spiritual in nature. They were not the normal encounters people have in the course of everyday sensory contact with the physical world around us. These individuals were interfacing with a realm of reality and existence beyond this material world. One in which the inhabitants are not bound by time and space as humans are. Clearly, this is a realm of higher intelligence and consciousness beyond our own. As it was with John and Daniel, the angel shown in Rev. 10, who would appear on earth at the end of time, also meets with someone from among men. What Zechariah saw in vision noted in Zech. 2, refers to that meeting. It shows the angel meets with a young man in Jerusalem. Earlier we asked who this young man was.

    I present to you that the event shown in Zech. 2, describes the experience of David Koresh. David Koresh is the young man whom Zechariah saw in vision those many centuries ago. This is how he came into the understanding that he held. He would become the carcase noted in Mt. 24:28, completing the fulfillment and meaning of what Christ was saying in both these verses 2,000 years ago. This happened on a visit to Israel that David made in 1985. He was known then as Vernon Howell, a young man of 25. I remember him telling me about this experience. He had mentioned the reason he went to Israel was to determine the size of the Mount of Olives. There was some dispute over whether or not the 144,000 could fit on it. He got more than the answer he bargained for! I also recall him speaking of the effects this experience had on him. As I look back on it I now realize I was listening but I was not paying attention. The full reality of it did not dawn on me until later on. When I first visited the Mount Carmel community this was something entirely new to me. Much of what I was being shown of the theology was quite challenging to apprehend initially. It was a lot of information, but more than that. I was dealing with a whole new consciousness and paradigm of understanding. There were familiar concepts but these were set in a more expansive light. Then there was the added information you were now able to see which followed from it. This was not about the logical progression normally associated with linear thinking it involved a faith leap of comprehension itself. What you had to keep you hanging in there was an acute sense of the righteousness of it, beyond what you knew before. The experience and what it produced in terms of what you were now able to see of the meanings of the scriptures attested to this. It was revolutionary in scope. This allowed me to grasp a sense of what David experienced during his encounter with the angel while in Israel. To come face to face with the realization you are in the direct line of prophetic fulfillment of scripture is no ordinary experience. The statement of Isaiah 41:25, regarding him being raised up become even more poignant as I reflect on this. I understand exactly what it meant in its divine dimension. You become of that certain consciousness associated with being anointed by the Spirit. Instead of being incarnated as Christ was 2,000 years ago or just appearing on earth as Melchizedek before that, this time he would be raised up from among men. This was further spoken of in scriptures for instance in Ps 65:4,

    4 Blessed is the man whom thou chooseth and causeth to approach unto thee, that he 

    may dwell in thy courts; we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of 

    thy holy temple.

It happens that all along God was leading him to this place in his experience, where he would become conscious of himself according to the greater reality of God’s purpose. The experience of this fitted him for the task he was to perform. Akin to what was stated in Rev. 5:5&6, about the lamb who had prevailed to open the book and to loose the seven seals. You will note the reference to the temple in the above text. Another related reference is found in Ps. 80:17, where it states,

    17 Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou 

    hast made strong for thyself.

You will recall the book in the right hand of the one sat on the throne. This was the source of David’s strength. The knowledge and word of God contained n the book sealed with seven seals.

    For David, this experience was like something out of the twilight zone. I remember him using these exact words with routine familiarity in a conversation we had while in California. This was during my first visit in the late 80’s. He also kept reminding me of something I said when we first met that previous summer at my college campus in Berkshire England. With what I comprehended then of the truths he showed me I remember saying to him, “…if this is true, do you realize what this means?” Undoubtedly he did. He smiled knowingly, but a sad smile as I recall. I had sensed he would be treated no differently than how Christ was treated 2,000 years ago. Only the form would change. They do not do crucifixions today like they did back then. The events that took place at Waco in 1993, gave perfect understanding of the sadness in his smile.
    His encounter with the angel was truly life changing. He would ultimately relinquish the understanding he hitherto held of himself, his soul, to become what was now being revealed to him. The vision of himself, according to what was written in the scriptures. No longer was it about “reality” according to the sensory experiences of man but according to the word and truth of God. This also would provide the pretext for a divinely appointed change of his name. Biblically, this is not of course unusual. You will recall what was recorded in Genesis 32:24-30, regarding Jacob whose name was changed to Israel. Note verse 28, as the angel spoke with him after their encounter,

    28 And he said, thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast 

    thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.

Like Jacob, Vernon Howell also wrestled with his heavenly visitor. He did not turn away or stumble at the prospect of what was before him. Having been raised up he understood the task that he was to now accomplish. He would become an extension of the angel bringing the knowledge of the Judgment, regarding the book sealed with seven seals, into the realm and reality of men. In this respect he bore the mantle of Christ. He was an anointed one.

    The name David Koresh is biblical. The last name Koresh means death. This comes from the Aramaic of the word translated as Cyrus in Dan. 10:1, which was the name of the king of Persia. It is the counterpart to the word life, as in life and death, beginning and end, alpha and omega, referred to in Rev. 1:8,11; 22:13. It is also understood to be the surname of God alluded to in Isaiah 45:4. His first name is known as YHWH. The sounding of this name equates with the in (YH) and out (WH) breath of the breathing  process. The name Koresh, equates with the last breath expelled at death as the air and therewith the life, leaves the body. The name David is interpreted to mean, beloved, as in beloved son. You will recall the shepherd boy David who was anointed of God and raised up to be king in Israel. This was a type of what is fulfilled here with David Koresh. Together the name David Koresh would mean “Beloved Death.” 

    The significance in what David’s name means relates also to the fall of Babylon. This started with David himself as he relinquished the understanding of who he was according to the world to embrace the vision of himself according to God. With the message and truth of the seven seals relating to the Judgment and vision of life from God, he would be the beginning of the present fall of Babylon. By receiving the angel, the work David would accomplish regardless of the form it took, would stand as visible evidence that God had visited the earth. It provided prior warning of the Judgment taking place in heaven with its consequence for the world. The fact that a small and obscure group of people would capture world attention in what amounted to a media coup is not without significance. This brilliantly captures the imagery of Mt. 24:27, regarding the lightning that shines from the east unto the west. You will recall it was while on a visit to Israel in the east from North America, where he would return, that David met the angel. Despite our being rejected, demonstrated by what was done to us at Waco, this would not prevent the accomplishment of God’s purpose. The rejection would be used in a similar way the Christ event was used 2,000 years ago. You will recall what was written in Ps.118:22, 23,

    22 The stone which the builders rejected is become the headstone of the corner.

    23 This is YHWH’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

In relation to the parable of the Wicked Husbandmen of Mt. 21:33-46, should the good purposes of God for mankind be disannulled to serve the self interest of a few evil men? We are made to appreciate here that true love and the righteousness that devolves from it is above the misguided selfish concerns of a few individuals. These people consider themselves to be exercising their free will and any opposing action against them they regard as denying them this. It is significant to note that free will and the liberty associated to it is not a thing of evil. Christ indicated this himself in John 8:31-36, which we discuss further in Chapter 6, of this book. Free will is at the heart of freedom. We speak of freedom as a thing that is good not evil. What it then produces must also be good. So where does the evil come from? Is free will merely to be defined in terms of the choice to do good or evil? If this were so then “effects,” doing good or evil, rather than “cause,” becomes the determinate factor of the nature of free will. There is something fundamentally wrong with this. It corrupts the meaning of free will. The exercise of free will is in fact the actualization of the good inherent in it. The free will of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden was infringed upon by the serpent to cause them to go against themselves. They were lied to and subsequently lost their free will because of it. They became bound by that lie. This positioned them in a state other than the one they were formerly and where they enjoyed the fullness of free will. They could no longer return to that former state by exercising their free will in the way they did to enter this now fallen state. This showed their free will had become compromised. Free will derives its existence and meaning from unconditional love which by its very nature is unbound. The essence of this love is mutuality and spontaneity which gives it its peculiar unconditional quality. The very nature of mutuality and spontaneity evinces freedom. By reason of this they can co-exist side by side in a seamless union as the enduring principle of love. To exercise free will to do evil would go against this very principle, resulting in the compromise of it. Such an act would be foreign, arising from a source outside of it that infringes upon it. What the serpent did to Adam and Eve causing them to exercise their free will in the way they did was not inherently of free will itself. The serpent was not the “cause” of free will. It merely represented an alternate choice. It would be hard to fathom how someone who is truly possessed of free will would knowingly exercise it in a way that curtails it, contrary to himself. It then follows that one who acts in this way does so not from a position of free will, but from a corrupted state wrongly defined as such. They merely make choices from options given to them. This should not be confused with free will. Free will is first about deciding whether or not to make a choice before actually choosing between options. This was indeed what Christ attempted to explain to his hearers in John 8:31-36, but they had difficulty perceiving it. Free will also has within it a creative component that allows us to act creatively ourselves. Our being free to act comes closer to what free will truly means. Here authority over our will remains with us not with the strength of attraction in the objects and processes that present themselves to us as options. The latter gives power over the will to whoever has control over these objects and processes. How then can it be said we have free will? This issue of free will is of significance in the matter of the Judgment. If man is not truly free how can he be judged? He could not be accounted responsible for his action. We develop this further in Chapter 6, of this book, “…the truth shall make you free.” 
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        “…there will the eagles be gathered together.”

David: Henry.., In 1985 I presented a truth, and everybody that’s here I had to debate, 

    and I had to talk to, and I had to show from the scriptures. I had to prove my point for

    many hours and days and months, and sometimes years with certain people. They

    weren’t the scholars, they weren’t the theologians. I have a very unique group here.

    Mount Carmel was a rundown, ramshackle piece of land located a few miles east of the city of Waco. It felt like a strange place when I first arrived there towards the end of 1989. I was invited to visit the summer of that year after sitting in on a couple of unofficial studies David gave at our college campus while on a visit to England. He literally just dropped by as I was near the end of a graduate program in Ministry. Since 1980 I had been involved in organized religion and felt a keenness to get to the heart of what this was all about. I took the opportunity to pursue a course of formal study. My quest was more spiritual than it was religious. I remember thinking to myself as I neared the end of my program, “…is this all there is?” I had learned a lot of techniques and general knowledge, but it all felt academic, not even religious let alone spiritual. The brief moments I had spent with David sparked my interest much beyond what I had learned. There was definitely something here which needed further investigation. Not unnaturally then I took him up on his invitation.

    The strangeness I felt when I arrived at Mount Carmel seemed also to have within it a yet undefined sense of destiny. I had not traveled to the U.S. before but I remember having a certain sense during my school days while in England that America would be in my future. In this regard then by coming here I was merely walking the path of my life. I found the people of this community to be warm and deeply devoted in their faith and pursuit of truth. It left an impression I would describe as primitive Godliness. Something I felt a kinship to. I would visit Mount Carmel several times before the events of Feb.28 to April 19, 1993. On my last visit before these events transpired, my wife Yvette and our two children as well as my mother were with me also. They had visited on previous occasions. My wife even went with the children by herself on one of those. It was an enriching experience, but there was more to all this. We were now in the theatre of what would become one of the most controversial events in modern U.S. law enforcement history. But even this was only a by- product of something far greater.  It would be the place where eagles gather; from which a divinely ordained witness would be given to the world that God had visited the earth. 

    Mount Carmel became the place where the book sealed with seven seals would be revealed by the one chosen of heaven. You will recall in Chapter 1, only the lamb could open the book and loose the seven seals. It therefore followed also that only the lamb could show the meaning of them here on earth. By writing about them here this is only as an introduction and review of what David Koresh has already shown. In light of Rev. 10:7, where it is stated, “…the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.” the details regarding the meaning of the seals were already revealed to the prophets. What is recorded in the book of Revelation concerning them provides an overview written in cryptic language and tends to focus less on meaning and intricate detail. Things were set up this way as a safe guard against imposters who might seek to usurp the position and role of the lamb. They would have to show the meaning of the seals, not as speculative interpretations and reasoning borne of their own imaginations, but according to the details written in the prophecies. The way this works was demonstrated by Christ 2,000 years ago. Earlier we referred to Luke 24:44, where he said to his disciples after the resurrection,

    44 And he said unto them, these are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet 

    with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and 

    in the prophets, and in the psalms.

It was further stated in verse 45,

    45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures.

Here Christ showed his disciples the things concerning him as they were written in the scriptures. This was the basic principle by which the truth of God was established to be so. And which would also confirm the one revealing it as having legitimate authority. Here even Christ, despite his position as the sent of God, relied on the scriptures to affirm the truths of God that he taught. In this respect he simultaneously affirmed the scriptures as the fundamental authority of truth. This is in contrast to the traditions or learned opinions of men. In Mt. 15:1-9; 23:1-33, he strongly denounced such opinions and traditions, declaring them fundamentally flawed. They were not to be relied upon as the basis of truth. The one who would show the meaning of the seals would do so then according to what was already written concerning them in the scriptures. We are given an even more detailed account of how this works in Isaiah 28, which underlines how important this is. Note verses 9-13,

    9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? 

    them that are weaned from the milk and drawn from the breasts.

    10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line; here a little, 

    and there a little:

    11 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.

    12 To whom he said, this is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this 

    is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

    13 But the word of YHWH was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept;

    line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall 

    backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken. 

Note the reference to being, “…weaned from the milk and drawn from the breasts.” We are dealing with the deep truths of God, not religious sentiment. Here, the kindergarten rhyme, “…Jesus loves me this I know for the bible tells me so…” doesn’t cut it. In verse 10, the truths of God are scattered throughout the scriptures. They have to be gathered as you would the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle, each piece containing a little part of the big picture. It is recorded in Ps. 97:11, “light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.” The verses and chapters of scriptures contain the precepts/perceptions relating to the larger picture of truth. The problem is finding them. This can involve tedious work which not many like to do. But this is part of the process in becoming exercised in the knowledge of truth. It allows us to acquire learning in things spiritual. This is not just a theoretical exercise to satisfy intellectual curiosity. It is about truth and righteousness which has to do with the salvation of mankind. There is an element of commitment involved. You will recall the statement of Paul in Heb. 2:3, 

    3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be 

    spoken by the lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him.

In Rev. 22, relating to the matters of the Judgment, John was further told in verses 10-13,

    10 And he saith unto me, seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time 

    is at hand.

    11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still, he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and 

    he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 
    12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man 

    according as his work shall be.

    13 I am alpha and omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.

In verse 14, we are encouraged as well as being shown what is at stake here, immortality, 

    14 Blessed are they that do his commandments that they may have right to the tree of 

    life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 

As we continue in verses 18&19, the blessing of verse 14, is punctuated with a warning from Christ,

    18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, if

    any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are 

    written in this book:

    19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 

    shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the 

    things which are written in this book.

What is mentioned here was of significant consideration in the formulation and shaping of our faith and beliefs. This concerned the salvation of our souls. Something we took very seriously; of more importance than our temporal lives. The fact of this demonstrated itself by the position we took when we were attacked. You will recall the words of Christ noted in Mt. 16:25&26,

    25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for 

    my sake shall find it.

    26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his soul? Or 

    what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?

The information concerning the meaning of the seals was hid in the scriptures until the time they were to be fulfilled. The prophet Amos wrote concerning this in chapter 3:7&8,

    7 Surely the lord YHWH will do nothing but he revealeth his secret unto his servants 

    the prophets.

    8 The lion hath roared, who shall not fear? The lord YHWH hath spoken, who can but 

    prophesy?

In Hosea 12, it was also noted in verse 10, where God says, “I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.”

    It is important to understand how the book of Revelation connects with the prophetic books. The book of Revelation itself has for its main focus, the book sealed with seven seals in the right hand of the one sat on the throne. The angel of Rev. 10 comes to earth with a form of that book. The information contained in this book, which is what the seven thunders uttered, was also written about in the prophetic writings of scripture. So then we have three layers of books to consider in deciphering the meanings of the seals. The first is the book of Revelation John wrote which talks about the book sealed with seven seals. The second is the book sealed with seven seals itself. Thirdly, the books of the prophets which contained the details of what the seals mean. The book of Revelation John wrote provides the platform to launch into the study of the seals. Having a working knowledge of what is contained in all 22 chapters is helpful. The greater the amount of this information one holds in the mind at the same time the more one is made able to see of the big picture. The understanding this provides serves a purpose beyond just learning what the seals mean. This has to do with the sealing of those who are to be saved in preparation for the return of Christ at the opening of the sixth seal. It is not solely about learning information. There are also faith related experiences. These involve acting in faith under the guidance of the Spirit of God. This is not something one is always conscious of. It is about conscientiously doing right. These experiences add to and strengthen faith, as well as assist in expanding what we are able to know of God.

    You will recall the excerpt I used to open this Chapter,

    …In 1985 I presented a truth, and everybody that’s here I had to debate, and I had to 

    talk to, and I had to show from the scriptures. I had to prove my point for many hours 

    and days and months, and sometimes years with certain people. They weren’t the 

    scholars, they weren’t the theologians. I have a very unique group here.

It was part of David’s last words written on April 18, the last day before Mount Carmel would go up in flames. What he stated here describes precisely what the underlying reality of Mount Carmel was essentially about. It was a place where the seven seals were being taught, much like the schools of the prophets in biblical times. There were people there from a range of different backgrounds and personalities. Added to this were the practical considerations involved in the day to day running of a community like this. These matters were of course secondary. What held it all together was the truth that was being taught and who David was in light of it.
    The way things were set up was such that anyone could have attended. But if the pursuit of the knowledge and truth of God was not the principle motive why you were there it is likely you would leave. There were those who did leave, of their own accord. There were also those who David asked to leave. The teaching of this truth held the understanding we would be brought into harmony with its tenets. It was progressive and got clearer as well as deeper as we followed on to apprehend it. We often spent long hours into the night and early hours of the morning in bible studies. David and the other band members also played music as a way to help reinforce the Spirit of what we were being shown. You have heard of the word made flesh, how about the word made music! What we also did in the day to day upkeep of the place added to this. Given the practicalities and the diversity of people who were there we had to learn to embrace this for truth sake. In a very real way it fostered the ideal of our being literally bound together by truth. The power of this would ultimately reveal itself as we stood in defense of it and of each other in the face of death. This experience was helpful in allowing a clear grasp of how the “state” subtly takes to itself the filial bonds of love and trust normally associated with kinship and family for its own continuity. This has had its effect in weakening the family unit and the goodwill it was designed to help foster among men. As an institution the family is a divine creation. It has become exploited as just another commodity on the market in the interest of the state and economy. We understand that America is not the kingdom of God. It is not the “City set on a hill” spoken of by the prophets and by Christ in Mt. 5:14. Neither are any of these nation states that now exist in the world. Why would we therefore give our souls to them? The kingdom of God is not built by men. It is built by God himself by supernatural means. This is akin to the creation of the earth and the universe recorded in the book of Genesis and shown in the book of Revelation. It is the hope and reality of this that we owe our lives and loyal support.   

    We now turn to the meaning of the seals as they were shown by David. Bear in mind this is introductory not exhaustive. David started to write them down before he was killed on April 19. They are a lot more challenging to explain in this form. You will recall in Rev. 6:1, as the seals were being opened there was the noise of thunder. As the lamb opened the first four seals we are shown a rider on a horse of different colours, white, red, black and pale. By now this should be familiar. With each of these seals we were also given a certain amount of information, the meaning of which needed to be determined. Now, who is the rider shown riding these horses and what do the pieces of information mean? This is what we are trying to find out. Starting with the first seal we turn our attention to the Psalms. Note the beginning verses of chapter 45; I emphasize key words and phrases for ease of recognition,

    My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching 

    the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

    2 Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God 

    hath blessed thee for ever.

    3 Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty.

    4 And in thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth and meekness and 

    righteousness; and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things.

    5 Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the kings enemies; whereby the people fall 

    under thee.

    6 Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; the scepter of thy kingdom is a right 

    scepter.

    7 Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath 

    anointed thee with the oil of Gladness above thy fellows…

What we are shown here is a scene reflecting the Judgment that John went to heaven to see. It contains quite a lot of information; we begin our analysis in verse 1. Who is the one referred to here whose, “…heart is inditing a good matter…”? Notice he speaks of the things he has made relating to the king. Who is this king he refers to? He does not speak these things audibly, but instead as the text states his, “…tongue is the pen of a ready writer.” Presumably he writes them down, but where? Could this be in a book? The process of deciphering the meaning of the seals turns on detail. We have to get a little technical about the details of scripture while at the same time hold in our minds what was shown in Rev. 6, as the seals were opened. Under the first seal we saw a rider who had a bow and a crown was given to him. Kings wear crowns and bows shoot arrows. You will recall also the one who sat on the throne did not speak instead he held a book in his hand. This is what is being referred to here in Ps. 45. It is the one who sat on the throne, whose heart is inditing a good matter. As the seals were opened the rider on the horse under the first seal was given a crown. He is the one spoken of here in Ps. 45, as the king. In verse 3, he has a sword. This is what was shown as the second seal was opened. In verse 4, he is commanded to ride prosperously. Obviously he rides a horse. In fact he is the one who rides all the horses shown as the seals were opened. In verse 5, he shoots arrows. You need a bow to shoot arrows. The rest of Ps. 45 gives us additional information about this king. In verse 9, he is to be married and bear children who are to become princes throughout the earth. This relates to the marriage of the lamb shown in Rev. 19:5-9. Christ is to be married. We spoke of this in our review of Isaiah 53:10. You will recall where it was stated, “…he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of YHWH shall prosper in his hand.” This is to be a marriage that is truly made in heaven. One in which all who are of Christ are to take part! It all fits together perfectly.

    In showing us Ps. 45, David pointed to this as the pivotal psalm linking the entire book of psalms to the first seal. The other psalms provide us with further information about this figure. For instance Ps. 1,

    Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 

    way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

    2 But his delight is in the law of YHWH: and in his law does he meditate day and

    night.

The counsel of God noted here refers to the Judgment John went to heaven to see where it was established only the lamb could open the book and loose the seals. All who walk according to this counsel are accounted blessed. This is quite apart from looking to Vatican in Rome. The White House in Washington, or any of the many other counsel chambers of men. Do we set the counsels of men above the counsel of God? Clearly not!

Having Knowledge of the counsel of God we are conscientiously bound by it if we value our souls. This is as it should be.

    The psalms are prophecies too. But they are written in an artful, poetic form. There is a way to master them that allows one to see the prophetic thread of truth running through them. The daily repeating of them as one would a song was part of this process. But seeing how they link to the Judgment is essential. In the previous Chapter I made reference to several of the psalms in connection with the Christ figure who was to come through the lineage of Joseph. In Ps. 2; it was written,

    2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the great men take counsel together, 

    against YHWH and against his anointed, saying,

    3 Let us break their bands asunder and cast away their cords from us.

The bands and cords referred to hear relate to the seven seals. In verse 1, the kings and rulers of the earth are shown in opposition to God and the one he has anointed to reveal the seals. Though this was applied to the Christ event 2,000 years ago, it was also fulfilled in the opposition to David Koresh and our community at Waco. In verses 4&5 we hear the response that is to follow from the one sat on the throne,

    4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: YHWH shall have them in derision.

    5 Then shall he speak to them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.

We are to see the fulfillment of verse 5, when the sixth seal of Rev. 6:12-17, is opened. It is possible to write at length here concerning this but our purpose is to reveal a little of how this all fits together. Enough to make apparent there is a clear spiritual frame of reference by which all of this is understood. 

    The second seal relates to the book of Zechariah. In Rev. 6:3&4, we were shown a rider on a red horse. We find its counterpart here on earth in Zech. 1. Note verses 7-9, where Zechariah states,

    7 Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Sebat, in 

    the second year of Darius, came the word of YHWH unto Zechariah, the son of 

    Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet saying,

    8 I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the 

    myrtle trees that were in the bottom; and behind him were there red horses, speckled, 

    and white.

    9 Then said I, O my Lord, what are these? And the angel that talked with me said unto 

    me, I will shew thee what these be.

Notice the man on the red horse in verse 8. In verse 9, Zechariah asked his attending angel the meaning of these. This would be the same question asked as the seals are opened in Rev. 6. The prophets did not always understand what was being shown them. They were looking forward at the future as we today look back at the past. There are issues regarding how we make sense of what we see. Here the angel responds to Zechariah saying, “…I will shew thee what these be.” The answer is briefly revealed in verses 10-15, but the broader details take up the entire book of Zechariah. Note what was stated in verses 10-15,

    10 and the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, these are they 

    whom YHWH hath sent to walk to and fro the earth.

    11 And they answered the angel of YHWH that stood among the myrtle trees, and said,

    we have walked to and fro the earth, and behold all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest.

You will recall in Rev. 6:4, the rider on the red horse was given power to take peace from the earth. Here in Zech. 1:11, it is stated, “…all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest.” Remember this is the time of Judgment and the world is seemingly oblivious to what’s going on. There is obviously a problem with this. You would think people would want to know what is going on. This “rest” that prevails in the earth is not of God. God’s peace is borne of righteousness and truth. This is a far cry from the prevailing state of things in the earth men seemingly content themselves with. We continue in verse 12,

    12 Then the angel of YHWH answered and said, O YHWH of Host, how long will 

    thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast 

    had indignation these threescore and ten years?

    13 And YHWH answered the angel that talked with me with good words and 

    comfortable words.

    14 So the angel that communed with me said unto me, cry thou, saying, thus saith 

    YHWH of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with great jealousy.

    15 And I am sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was a little 

    displeased, and they helped forward the affliction.

Notice the reference to the, “…threescore and ten years.” of verse 12. Also the, “…good and comfortable words.” the angel heard from YHWH concerning Jerusalem and Judah.

We were shown back in verse 7, that Zechariah received this vision in the second year of Darius. He was the Median King noted in Dan. 9:1. This was at the time the Southern kingdom of Judah had been taken captive for almost 70 years. This was the immediate historical context in which this vision was given. But like John, with the Revelations, Zechariah also here was being shown things in the future beyond his day.  These things related to the time of Judgment. The reference to the man on the red horse is what we are shown in Rev. 6:4, regarding the second seal. We know what happened under King Cyrus, where he permitted the Jews to return to the land to rebuild Jerusalem. This is picked up in the book of Ezra. What we are doing here is separating out the prophetic from the historic. The book of Zechariah, as a depositary of the meaning of the second seal, speaks of God’s intent to set up his kingdom in Jerusalem. This will take place on the Mount of Olives to the east. It uses the historic captivity of Judah by the Babylonians, and their subsequent return to the land under Cyrus as a platform to launch into the prophecy of the future kingdom. The removal of both the tribes from the land by Gentile rulers, on account of their disobedience, signaled the beginning of what came to be described as the times of the Gentiles. This has extended up to the present time. But the times of the Gentiles would also come to its end, as they too would show themselves short of the grace of God. This is spoken of in Rev. 11:1&2, in connection with the angel of Rev. 10; and the matter concerning the two witnesses who were killed by the beast, symbolic of the Gentile rule. It is shown here in Zech. 1:15, where God is sore displeased with the heathen, as he had been with the Jews, for their lack of regard for the matters concerning the Judgment. It would have been enough to not have paid any attention to it, but they actively opposed it. You will recall the reference to Ps. 2; concerning the response of the kings and rulers of the earth. In verse 3, they said among themselves,

     3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.

We showed how this related to the matters concerning David Koresh and the events at Waco. Their response to us was the reason it was said in Zech. 1:15, “…for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction.” How they treated us turned what was a small displeasure into a fully blown sore displeasure. They have done precisely the same thing the Jews did to Christ 2,000 years ago. In Christ’s parable of the Wicked Husbandmen noted in Mt. 21:33-46, he spoke of how the leaders of the Jews conspired together to have him murdered. We see the actual council they held recorded in John 11:47-50. This would eventually lead to them manipulating the Roman state to carry out their crime while making it appear that it was Christ who was the criminal deserving of death. What happened with us at Waco followed the same pattern. What is shown here in Zech. 1:15, corresponds to Ps. 2:5, where it states that God, “…shall speak to them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.” This takes place at the opening of the sixth seal shown in Rev. 6:12-17, the next event that is to follow in the matters concerning us. Then everything hidden will be uncovered. You will note their reaction in verse 15 & 16, when this happens,

    15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief 

    captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every freeman, hid themselves

    in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;

    16 And said to the mountains and rocks, fall on us, and hide us from the face of him 

    that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the lamb:

It would seem from their reactions that it would have been a good idea to have paid attention to the matters regarding the Judgment. In any case, the Gentiles bring the end to their rule by their response to the one sent them of God. They abrogated the grace they were under. 

    We catch a glimpse here of how the seals build on each other allowing us to see the whole picture. It dawns as the morning sunrise. The meanings are then clearly seen as the details are viewed against the backdrop of the much larger spiritual framework of understanding. It takes time to build this. You will recall the reference to Isaiah 28:9-13. At best we can only introduce something of the workings of it here. The meanings deepen and broaden as we go along. It would require several books to unravel. The fact of the matter is the information is already there written in scriptures. It is just a case of knowing how it all fits together. At Mount Carmel we were being shown the mechanics of this.

    We turn now to the third seal of Rev. 6:5-7. Here the rider is shown with a pair of balances in his hand. What does this mean? It then gets to talking about, “…a measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.” On the face of it one might think this is talking about famine. But is it really? And if it was talking about famine where would we go to find out the circumstances surrounding it? The thing is not to guess at it, but find out the actual meaning. There is a difference between offering our opinion, and actually knowing what the thing means. What does the lamb says it means according to the scriptures? We turn to the book of Hosea chapter 12. Note verses 6&7,

    6 Therefore turn thou to thy God: keep mercy and judgment, and wait upon thy God 

    continually.

    7 He is a merchant, the balances of deceit are in his hand; he loveth to oppress.

Note where it states, “…the balances of deceit are in his hand…” What are we seeing here? It was already shown who the rider of the horse is. Consider further the information given in Rev. 6:5-7. It is usually the case that barley is more expensive than wheat, the latter being more plentiful. But what we have on offer here is three measures of barley compared to one measure of wheat for the same price of a penny. The seller wants to get rid of the barley more than he does the wheat. There is something about the barley why there are few buyers. This causes the seller to offer three times the amount for the same price as the wheat in order to attract buyers. There is a truth here connected to something written in Lev. 23, concerning what was called the wave sheaf. Note verses 9-11,

    9 And YHWH spake unto Moses, saying,

    10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, when you be come into the

    land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a

    sheaf of the first fruit of your harvest unto the priest.

    11 And he shall wave the sheaf before YHWH, to be accepted for you: on the morrow

    after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.

Notice this offering of the wave sheaf was to occur before the harvest. It was shown in the previous Chapter, “For wheresoever the carcase is…,” that these practices given to Israel held meanings beyond the practices themselves. In his parable of the wheat and the tares in Mt. 13:24-30, 36-43, we saw how Christ described the events at the end of the world using the illustration of the harvest. How does this matter of the wave sheaf link with the information given under the third seal and what is stated in Hosea 12:7?

    You will remember the story of Gideon and the Midianite host noted in Judges 6&7. The entire story is an interesting read. It tells of how Gideon and his small band of 300 men would triumph against the considerably greater numbers of the Midianite. For our purposes here note chapter 7:13-15,

    13 And when Gideon was come, behold there was a man that told a dream unto his 

    fellow, and said, behold, I dreamed a dream, and lo a cake of barley bread tumbled

    into the host of Midian, and came into the tent, and smote it and it fell, and overturned

    it that the tent lay along.

    14 And his fellow answered and said, this is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the

    son of Joash, a man of Israel: for into his hand have God delivered Midian, and all the

    host.

    15 And it was so, when Gideon heard the dream and the interpretation thereof, that he

    worshipped, and returned unto the host of Israel, and said, Arise; For YHWH hath

    delivered into your hand the host of Midian. 

Notice the reference to the cake of barley bread in verse 13. It was used to describe Gideon and his band of men. Now recall what was written in Hosea 12:7, regarding God, “He is a merchant, the balances of deceit are in his hand…” Gideon started out with 32,000 men. God had him trim the numbers down to only 300. Through this small group of men God would bring the fall of the Midianite host. The lesson here as it relates to the third seal is that God wanted to make more barley bread. Or as it relates to Lev. 23, he wanted to gather the wave sheaf to be offered in order that the harvest, those who are to be saved, could be gathered. This had to take place before the 144,000 and the great multitude could be gathered. The problem was, nobody really wanted to be offered. Nobody wanted to be made barley bread to carry out God’s purposes. They all preferred to be wheat bread! Under guidance from God, Gideon would play a trick on the Midianite host by which they would be defeated by a handful of chosen men. So likewise, at the time of the end God is to bring the fall of Babylon, who through her sorcery and deceit has corrupted the earth filling it with her abominations. She has imposed upon the world a social order and governance that rejects God and by reason of which aligns it with the Devil. We see this spoken of in Rev. 12; 13; 17; 18. In Rev. 18:2&3, an angel comes to earth and declares how things have become here,

    2 And he cried with a loud voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is 

    become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every

    unclean and hateful bird.

    3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings

    of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have 

    waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.

Notice the reference to a, “…cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” The world is turned into a prison house of evil with the prospect of it being destroyed looming before it. Despite this state of things, we were shown in Zech. 1:15, in connection with the second seal, how, “…all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest.” It is as though this existing corrupted state is accepted as the ideal of life for which men are to order their lives. But this is not life it is death. That collective state Christ hinted at in Mt. 8:22, where he stated to that disciple who wanted to first go bury his father before following him, “…let the dead bury the dead.” The principle idea ordering the world stems from Lucifer’s rebellion from God. Its entry in the earth relates back to what happened in the Garden of Eden. In its present form this is reflected as the evil conspiracy spoken of by Christ in his parable of the Wicked Husbandmen recorded in Mt. 21:33-46. Relating this to the Jewish leaders of his day he stated in verses 37-39,

    37 But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, they will reverence my son.

    38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the

    heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. 

    39 And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him.

The husbandmen thought to murder the Son and steal his inheritance and thereafter enjoy their ill-gotten gains without repercussion or consequence. The world has lived under this cloud of justice undone as a moral blight on its conscience the past 2,000 years. In Rev. 13, we are shown the system and governance of the world referred to as a beast. In connection with this we are further shown in Rev. 17, the woman Babylon who is carried by the beast. In verses 6&7, it is stated concerning her,

    6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 

    martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.

    7 And the angel said unto me, wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery

    of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten 

    horns.

The woman referred to here is Jerusalem and those who come of her. Through the beast she makes war against the followers Christ as she did Christ himself. We noted how the leaders of the Jews conspired among themselves using the Roman state to have him killed. She is spoken of in verse 18, as, “…that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.” In Ezekiel 16, this is further explained in greater detail. 

    Regarding the matter of the Judgment, under third seal God has a little trick for Babylon that brings about her fall. It is recorded in Hosea 4:1-5, concerning this,

    Hear the word of YHWH, ye children of Israel: for YHWH hath a controversy with the

    inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in

    the land.

    2 By swearing and lying, and killing and stealing, and committing adultery, they break

    out, and blood toucheth blood.

    3 Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish,

    with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of the heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea

    also shall be taken away.

    4 Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another; For the people are as they that strive with

    the priest.

    5 Therefore shall thou fall in the day, and the prophet also shall fall in the night, and I 

    will destroy thy mother. 

Strange as it may seem there are those who actually think they can deceive God. But you will recall the balances of deceit are in his hand.  The book of Hosea contains the finer details concerning this. We are also shown how God pleads with the inhabitants of the land to amend their ways in order to avoid their destruction. In Rev. 18, the fall of Babylon impacts the entire world which has become enmeshed in her influence. The rider on the black horse under the third seal gathers the group of people called the wave sheaf. They are to play a key role in the fall of Babylon which brings an end to the system and order of the world as it presently is. In Isaiah 21; we are given a brief preview of what this entails. Note the report of the watchman when asked what he sees in verse 8&9,

    8 And he cried, A lion: My lord, I stand continually upon the watchtower in the 

    daytime, and I am set in my ward whole nights:

    9 And, behold, there cometh a chariot of men, with a couple of horse men. And he 

    answered and said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven images of her gods 

    he hath broken unto the ground.

Notice the reference to the lion in verse 8, and the chariot of men, with a couple of horsemen in verse 9. These are shown in connection with the fall of Babylon. How does a lion and a chariot of men with a couple of horsemen bring what is effectively the end of the world? We develop this further in the Chapter 5, of this book, “…together until the harvest…”
    The fourth seal, with the rider on the pale horse, takes us to the book of Ezekiel. In Ezekiel 37:1-14, we are introduced to God’s army who are to be resurrected in the last days and charged with executing his Judgment. Note verse 10, as Ezekiel was commanded to resurrect them,

   10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they

    lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceeding great army.

This is a real army who are to be literally brought back to life from the dead in these last days. These are the 200 million spoken of in Rev. 9:16, under the sixth trumpet. They are also shown in Joel 2. Note verses 1-11,

    Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the 

    inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of YHWH cometh, for it is nigh at hand;

    2 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the

    morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there have not been

    ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many generations.

    3 A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame burneth: the land is as the

    garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing

    shall escape them.

    4 The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall

    they run.

    5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the noise of

    a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in battle array.

    6 Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces shall gather blackness.

    7 they shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they

    shall march every one in his ways, and they shall not brake their rank:

    8 Neither shall one thrust another: they shall walk every one in his path: and when they 

    shall fall upon the sword they shall not be wounded. 

    9 They shall run to and fro in the city; and they shall run upon the wall, they shall

    climb upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief.

    10 The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon

    shall be dark and the stars shall withdraw their shining:

    11 And YHWH shall utter his voice before his great army; for his camp is very great:

    for his is strong that executeth his word: for the day of YHWH is great and very

    terrible; and who can abide it?

Notice the imagery in verses 10&11, indicating when they are to appear. This links with the opening of the sixth seal and the return of Christ in glory. In verse 8, as God’s army of the resurrection they cannot be killed. They are to execute God’s wrath upon the wicked. This all takes place within the context of the Judgment. In Rev. 19:11-21, they are shown again riding with their commander, the lamb. Note verses 13-15,

    13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called the word

    of God.

    14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon horses, clothed in fine

    linen, white and clean.

    15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations:

    and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of the almighty God.

In the parable of the Wicked Husbandmen, the father sent the Son in the spirit of love and peace. The intent was to reverence him, not kill him. There was no unrighteousness in this. But out of their evil hearts the wicked husbandmen murdered him. In the above references we see the son come again. This time he comes to execute the wrath of God. In Mt. 22:7, in a related parable we read,

    7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and sent forth his armies, and 

    destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.

Men would have brought this upon themselves. In the Judgment it is fully established who the enemies of God are. It is noted in Ps. 21:8, concerning this,

    8 Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies: thy right hand shall find out those that

    hate thee.

You will recall in Rev. 5; what is in the right hand of the one sat on the throne. The book sealed with seven seals which contains the unspoken thoughts of God. As we shall see in Chapter 5, of this book, men will have pronounced their own Judgment upon themselves. A direct result of how they responded to the seals as they were being revealed here on earth. Here under the fourth seal we are shown what is to be the execution of God’s wrath. These events take effect as what is referred to in Dan.12:1-3 as the time of trouble. This is also referred to as the great tribulation in Mt. 24:15-29. It was stated in Rev. 6:7&8, that the rider on the pale horse was, “…Death, and hell followed with him.” his purpose was to kill. In these matters relating to the Judgment we are shown two realities being worked out side by side, Justice and Mercy, they each result in a different outcome.

    Another feature of the book of Ezekiel that relates to the seals in general is a piece of information found in chapter 47. Here we are shown a man with a measuring line that we first saw at the beginning of chapter 40. Chapters 40-48, contain one continuous prophecy that relates to the Messianic kingdom as it is to be set up east of Jerusalem. In verses 1-5 of chapter 47, note the reference to the waters that come from the temple as Ezekiel is further shown the design and workings of it,

    Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the house; and, behold, waters issued 

    out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the forefront of the house stood

    towards the east, and the waters came down from under from the right side of the

    house, at the south side of the altar.

    2 Then brought he me out of the way of the gate northward, and led me about the way

    without unto the utter gate by the way that looketh eastward; and, behold, there ran out

    waters on the right side. 

    3 And when the man that had the line in his hand went forth eastward, he measured a

    thousand cubits, and he brought me through the waters, the waters were to the ankles.

    4 Again he measured a thousand, and he brought me through the waters; the waters

    were to the knees, again he measured a thousand, and brought me through; the waters

    were to the loins.

     5 Afterward he measured a thousand; and it was a river that I could not pass over: for

    the waters were risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not be passed over.

Note as the waters came from the temple there were four measures, each with an increasing amount until the fourth which was too deep to pass over. Whilst what was shown to Ezekiel here was an event that literally takes place it also has an application to the seals. In Deut. 32:2, it was recorded concerning these truths of God that come from the temple in heaven,

    2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain; my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain 

    upon the tender herb and as the showers upon the grass.

Over in Isaiah 40:12, we read, “Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand…” You will recall the book in the right hand of the one sat on the throne. Also the little book open in the hand of the angel of Rev. 10; in verse 1, he was clothed with a cloud and a rainbow upon his head indicating rain. Back in Ezek. 36:24&25, it was further stated regarding Israel,

    24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries,

    and will bring you into your own land.

    25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from your 

    filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.

The way David Koresh related the four measures noted above was that it provided a perspective on the amount of truths the seals contained. The first measure related to the first seal. As we saw in Ezek. 47:3, it reached only to the ankles. For the depth of truth this contained it was something we could wade in without fear of being drowned by it. I recall during my imprisonment meeting a fellow prisoner who had committed to memory almost all of the psalms. I had memorized a good amount myself. On occasions when we met we had some meaningful conversations on the deeper meanings they contained. One needed to have a certain command of the text borne of meditative reflection to do this properly. You invariably ended up memorizing large portions of it. But as shown here in Ezekiel, even the complete mastery of the psalms only provides a limited understanding of these truths of God. It merely allows us to get our feet wet, a helpful experience from which to build further. I am reminded of Ps. 42:7,

    7 Deep calleth unto deep, at the noise of thy waterspouts: all thy waves and thy billows

    are gone over me.

The waterspouts noted here refer to the prophets and servants of God through whom in times past God communicated the truth. But the one speaking in this psalm, as indeed in other psalms, is also noted as being of the deep himself.  Earlier we referred to Num. 20:1-13, where Moses struck the rock twice with his rod and the waters gushed out. It was shown how the rock was symbolic of Christ and the waters indicated the truths of God that was in him. Thirst quenching, heart cleansing waters. This is also spoken of in Rev. 22:17, as the water of life. Quite a number of the Psalms were written by King David, the father of Solomon. In 2 Sam. 23; we read the following concerning him as his death approached,

    Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse said, and the man who

    was raised upon high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet Psalmist of 

    Israel, said,

    2 The Spirit of YHWH spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.

    3 The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over men must 

    be just, ruling in the fear of God.

    4 And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning

    without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after

    rain.

King David was deemed a man after God’s own heart. He did the will of God, though he was not faultless. You will recall the incident with Bathsheba and Uriah her husband. Nevertheless, he was a waterspout of important truths regarding Christ which he wrote in the psalms. You may note for example Ps. 22; 40; 69. Many of the earlier psalms were written by him.  

    What is shown here in Ezek. 47 provides a helpful measure of what is involved as we seek to know the mind of God. The second seal, which builds on the first, reaches to the knees. It was noted in our discussion of Zechariah, this introduces us to the truth concerning the kingdom. The Kingdom of God is to be established here on earth. We are given more information regarding this in Ezek. 40-48. 

    The third seal takes us below the waist in terms of the waters of truth it represents. We are shown here how God turns again to gather Israel as the times of the Gentiles come to an end. When the Jews rejected Christ 2,000 years ago the message of salvation went to the Gentiles. This is where the focus has been ever since.  With the waters of the fourth seal going above our heads we are informed of things to come beyond sensory perception and the reasoning that come of it. The natural meets the supernatural first-hand challenging the very foundations of the prevailing human reason and consciousness.

    David’s mission was to reveal the seals. To learn the meaning of them meant you were actually being sealed and therewith saved. It was the rejection of them that creates the condition for the death and destruction they speak of. What is shown happening at the opening of the sixth seal occurs because those who are mentioned refused to learn the meaning of the seals. You will recall what was said of the kings and rulers in Ps. 2 regarding their response to the seals and the one God appointed to reveal them. It is because of their response why God ultimately speaks to them in his wrath and vex them in his sore displeasure. They sought to oppose the good will and purposes of God for mankind. Who are these people and what rights have they to rule in the earth apart from in accordance with the will of God? We are reminded of the Wicked Husbandmen of Mt. 21:33-46. They opposed the will of God back then as have those today in regard to the matters concerning David Koresh noted in Ps. 2. The rulership of the world ultimately belongs to God who created it. It is his right to appoint over it whosoever he wills. As the Son of God, Christ is the rightful heir. What have men done to accord them any right of rulership, let alone ownership over it? Any rule or ownership which does not bear the sanction of God clearly depicts the murderous usurpation recorded in Mt. 21:37-39. This helps further explain why they run and hide at the opening of the sixth seal. It is this spirit of usurpation that now prevails on earth. We see an element of this in the system of democracy. This notion of the right of the people to “self-government” as expressed through the democratic process is of men. It has no basis in truth and God. The government of God and the government of men are two different realities.

    In addition to learning the meaning of the seals there were things we were to do at Mount Carmel in light of them. The prevailing order of reality and the ideal of life by which men conduct their lives are not in accord with eternal life and the kingdom of God. Earlier we briefly noted how God is to bring the fall of Babylon. There were two main issues regarding what was done at Mount Carmel that seem to capture attention. The first had to do with our having the means to defend ourselves. The second was David having multiple wives. Everything else was largely ignored, except of course the idea that we were some how abusing our children. These were to be the crimes the government would convict us of through the media in the minds of the public to justify them executing us. You will appreciate that during the trial none of these would surface to any meaningful degree.  This was not about truth and justice but power and political self-interest. But there was a purpose and meaning behind what we did at Mount Carmel that is understood in light of our beliefs. The matters concerning David Koresh and the opening of the seals have a dual effect. They either save you or destroy you depending on how you are predisposed within yourself towards them. Their purpose is to bring out what is already in you for good or for evil. It was not just about sealing those who are to be saved it also involved binding the wicked that are lost.        

    At Mount Carmel we held the means to defend ourselves. This was entirely within our rights both Biblically and in accordance with the U.S. Constitution. Not to mention we were instructed of God to do so. There are those who think that as a church group we should not have had guns. Really! Who are these people? Included among them are some pious Christian organizations who think the events of Waco would not have happened if we did not have any weapons. We would some how have been left to practice our beliefs undisturbed under the caring watchful eye of the government. They play to those who attacked us out of fear, excusing their wrongs while placing blame on us. By doing this they think to avoid having to confront the truth of what is really going on. This is hardly worth considering. We are certainly not in need of their support and counsel. By what measure of judgment do they judge? It would have been meaningful though for them to at least learn the truth before sitting in Judgment. Obviously they do not understand who David is neither do they know the matters of God concerning him.

    Earlier I made reference to Christ’s parable of the wheat and the tares recorded in Mt. 13:24-30, 36-43. It was noted in verse 30,

    30 Let both grow together until the time of the harvest: and in the time of the harvest I

    will say to the reapers, gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to

    burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn.

While under grace, both the righteous and the unrighteous were permitted to grow together but the time would come when they would be separated. Becoming fully matured into what they are there would be no difficulty discerning between them. The separation would occur through the Judgment at the end of the world. This is the time we are now living in as evinced by the opening of the book sealed with seven seals. A different set of dynamics is now at work than when the wheat and the tares were both growing together. There are issues here regarding the relationship between the church and the state. Where the state has lost its neutrality and has become deterministic in away not according to the purposes of God, then believers have no business being involved with it. To do so risks the compromise of faith, in what could only be described as an adulterous relationship. It was written concerning this in Ps. 94:20&21,

    20 Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with thee, which frameth mischief by a

    law?

    21 They gather themselves together against the soul of the righteous, and condemn the

    innocent blood.

You will recall our reference to Ps. 2; where it was noted in verses 2&3,
    2 The kings of the earth set themselves and the rulers take counsel together, against

    YHWH, and against his anointed saying,

    3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.

In the book of Revelation it was revealed how the beast, the system of governance of the world, would make war against the saints. Influenced by the devil it seeks to compel believers to relinquish their faith in God and bow to its precepts.  Note particularly Rev. 12; 13; and 17. The information contained here was given by Christ in order to keep those who truly believe in him properly informed about what is going on. To this extent we are informed of his righteousness and are able to walk accordingly. It is not enough to judge right and wrong based solely upon what we feel or what our senses tell us. You will recall the counsel of Proverbs 16:25,

    25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end there of are the ways of

    death.

It was earlier recorded in chapter 3:5-7,  

    5 Trust in YHWH with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

    6 In all thy ways acknowledge him and he shall direct thy paths.

    Be not wise in thine own eyes: Fear YHWH, and depart from evil.

You will recall what happened in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve decided to go according to their own counsel. Which was not really theirs, they were following the advice of the serpent. It is essential to know the spirit and motive behind a thing in order to properly judge the right and wrong of it. The information of Scripture provides us with behind the scene spiritual insights into the drama of world affairs. As the word of God it equips us to see reality the way Christ sees it. At Mount Carmel, we learned through the scriptures that our attackers would come against us even before they knew they would. This would not be because of any fault on our part and certainly not because we had guns. This was just a convenient argument used by some to hide behind. The idea of separating ourselves from the world to live according to the truth of God was something they would not tolerate. In the United States, this would probably be more significant in light of the civil war. The unionists have ever been concerned about secession. This is probably the single greatest concern of the federal government. Back in biblical times we saw something of this with Israel following the death of Solomon in 1 Kings 11&12. Soon after his son Rehoboam became king the twelve tribes split from being one nation. They have remained separated ever since. This has had a continuing impact on world affairs right up to the present time. Today the U.S. federal government acting like master over the citizens rather than their servants has elicited mounting distrust of government which feeds the paranoia of the union collapsing. This state of affairs, as was also the case with Rehoboam, arises from the governments own abuse of the public trust. In recent times it has become even more evident and stands as an example of what I noted earlier about the State losing its neutrality and becoming deterministic. When governments govern for themselves they are no longer serving the people. We are seeing this condition of things across the world. It results in the subjugation of the people as a form of enslavement. Those in office often need to be reminded they are there at the behest of the people. The appropriate response of the people to this would be to withdraw their trust. This may take various forms. In a democracy it may be refusal to participate in the electoral process. At Mount Carmel we walked as we were directed of God. Our having foresight of the need to defend ourselves, even if only as a token gesture before being killed, was of God. It was God who instructed David to prepare a defense. This was tacitly alluded to in Nahum 2:1-6. The way events unfolded leading to acquiring the means to defend ourselves was also of note. David’s involvement with the gun shows as a means to raise funds to finance what would be our music ministry was not just a chance occurrence.

    In John 18:1-9, there is a little regarded passage of scripture where Christ demonstrated his ability to defend himself against the band of officer sent to take him. He was at the brook Cedron with his disciples. Notice what happened in verse 6, after he identified himself to the officers.

    6 As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the

    ground. 

By unseen means those who came to arrest him were thrown to the ground. They had in fact lost consciousness as dead men but were brought back to life again. Still, they continued in there course as if nothing had happened. I am reminded of the first attack against us at Mount Carmel, particularly the scene of them rushing to climb the south end of the building. They made an equally quick descent when it dawned on them we were not going to take this invasion of our rights quietly. Here in John 18:6, Christ demonstrated what power was in his hands if he willed to destroy his attackers. They came against him without just cause as was the case with us at Waco. We were permitted of God to use temporal means as a way of letting them know it was also in our power to do them hurt. What hurt we did inflict in no way compares with what we endured. Unlike theirs, ours was a defensive measure not an offensive one. We would have much rather they learned the seals and be saved. 

    It should also be understood that acting in defense of our selves in the face of unjust aggression was not something excluded by Christ. Apart from the fact that we are now operating under the context of Judgment, you will recall what Christ said to the Roman governor Pilate at his trial recorded in John 18:36,

    36 …if my kingdom was of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not

    be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from thence.

As the rightful heir and ruler, there would come the time when his kingdom would be here on earth. This is spoken of throughout the scriptures. One notable reference is found in Ps. 72; where it is stated in verses 8-14,

    8 He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the

    earth.

    9 They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; and his enemies shall lick

    the dust.

    10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and

    Seba shall offer gifts.

    11 Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him.

    12 For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no

    helper.

    13 He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the souls of the needy.

    14 He shall redeem their souls from deceit and violence: and precious shall their

    blood be in his sight.

There is a question here needing to be answered. Those who rule in the earth, who do they rule for? Is it themselves, the people, God, the devil? The answer to this question helps determine how rulership derives its legitimacy. Is it “might” that accords rulership legitimacy or is it “right”? The measure of “might” is who has the biggest and fastest sword, but what is the measure of “right”? The “righteousness” of rulership is essential to its legitimacy. In the absence of legitimacy everything that follows from such a rule would be wrong. When Christ comes to rule on earth we recognize his rule to be of God. Does one suppose the kings and rulers will yield their thrones to him peaceably? One would assume they would if their rule were legitimate. The evidence of scriptures tells us however that they would not. These kingdoms will ultimately have to be taken from them. They were never theirs to begin with. They were supposed to be stewards of God’s heritage. But like the Wicked Husbandmen of Christ parable in Mt. 21:33-46, they sought to steal what was not rightfully theirs. This was obviously for their selfish purposes. It is not a problem then for God to take it from them and restore it to the rightful owner. In light of the Judgment and the matters concerning David Koresh we see the beginnings of this start to take effect. The opening of the seals introduces us to what clearly looks like war. The kings and rulers of the earth decidedly oppose God’s will bringing this upon them and upon the world. They made this decision on behalf of the world without the world really knowing about it. But would the people go along with this decision if they truly knew what is really going on? I am inclined to think they would not. 

    In order for these kings and rulers to accomplish their purpose they needed the trust and cooperation of the citizens. To the extent the public are unconscious of this evil conspiracy the perpetrators are allowed to get away with it. This is an absolute betrayal of the peoples trust. The worst part is where they seek to enforce these decisions through the rule of law. As though this some how confers upon it legitimacy. Few would truly go along with this, even at the cost of their lives, if they really knew what is behind it all. I mean, why oppose God? God seeks to save mankind not destroy it. He created the world for the good of all mankind. The present conditions of the world are appalling for the greater numbers of the worlds people. The future looks even worst. We are sitting on a time bomb. This is where these self appointed leaders have led us to, what Christ spoke of in Mt. 15:14, as blind leaders of the blind where they both end up falling into a ditch. This blind trust of those who lead had to be broken. The world could not continue along this present path if we are to survive let alone find enduring happiness and the true joy of life. Neither can we trust these leaders, who got us into this mess in the first place, to get us out. They are without any meaningful vision that truly serves the interest of mankind. What is leadership without vision? It is like driving down the freeway at night with no headlights. We see in Rev. 10, an angel who comes to earth with the truth from God. He enlightens the world regarding the great future God has in store for it. This truth exposes the evil conspiracy for what it is while offering the world hope. It creates a change in their thinking and subsequent trust in those who lead them. This is the awakening that causes the greater fall of Babylon. You will recall Isaiah 21. In verse 9, it spoke of a chariot of men and a couple of horsemen who bring the fall of Babylon. In the latter part of the verse it noted, “…and all the graven images of her gods he hath broken unto the ground.” The people no longer hold to the vain concepts and ideas of Babylon through which it exists. Without their support this causes it to collapse. It is their trust in this hollow illusion of life that keeps it going. It sucks their life energy to keep itself alive.

    Back in Genesis 11:1-9, we saw the building of the Tower of Babel, where the term Babylon originally derived its meaning. You will note the confounding of their language in verses 7&9. Babylon came to denote the confusion that arose through this. Back then they were building a physical structure in defiance of God. This was soon after the Flood. God had promised he would not flood the earth again and gave the rainbow as a sign of his promise each time it rained. Prior to the flood the world had not known rain. The earth was watered by a mist that came up from the ground. Only one-seventh of the earth’s surface was water the other six-sevenths was land. Adam and Eve could run around the earth if they wanted to. The flood totally changed the geomorphology and climatology of the earth. Along with creating vast expanse of oceans, rain also became a regular feature. You can imagine when it would rain. Having not long experienced the flood where there was lots of rain, there were those who thought the earth would be flooded again. God gave the rainbow as assurance it would not. But they did not believe in God. So they proceeded to erect a structure to secure them just in case. In today’s world this isn’t about erecting a physical structure in defiance of God. Rather something far more sophisticated. This is about a conceptual system of rule and order that entraps the souls of men, curtailing their ability to think and judge for themselves, while using their physical and mental energies to war against God. This structure is what was depicted as the image in Dan. 2:31-45, and as the beast in Rev. 13. Notice in Dan. 2:34&35, where it speaks of a, “…stone cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet…” and destroys it. The stone then, “…became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” In verses 44&45, Daniel explains the meaning of this relating it to the establishment of the kingdom of God on earth. You will recall the reference to Gen. 49:24, concerning the, “…shepherd, the stone of Israel.” who arises through the line of Joseph at the end of time. This is what was shown here as the stone that destroys the image. Bear in mind also the angel of Rev.10 and the young man of Zech. 2. In Zech. 3:9, he is referred to as the stone with seven eyes which takes us back to Rev. 5:6. We are given a glimpse here of the mystery of God in setting Judgment in the earth. This is to bring about the fall of Babylon and the subsequent establishment of the kingdom of God. 
     The other matter that was a focus of much attention as the events of Waco unfolded concerned David Koresh having multiple wives. Notice these were wives, not sexual partners. This was made to appear as if David had a harem of women and young girls with whom he engaged in orgies and sexual perversions at his pleasure. This was more a reflection of the perverted minds of our accusers than was in fact the truth. What the psychologist refers to as, transference. There was probably a hint of jealousy in this also. In any case, there is a truth behind this that also explains why the men at Mount Carmel practiced celibacy. This relates to something Christ said recorded in Luke 20. Note verses 34-36,

    34 And Jesus said unto them, The children of this world marry, and are given in

    marriage:

    35 But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection

    from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage:

    36 Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the

    children of God, being the children of the resurrection.

What does it mean to be equal with the angels? The way things are to be done in the kingdom of God will be different to how they are presently done on earth. This includes the marital union. All present unions are doomed to end either by divorce, some form of separation including by death. These unions are not really real. The scriptures refer to them as a “lease.” in Ps. 4. The basis, upon which they are contracted, of body rather than of Sprit, makes it impossible for them to be enduring. There is a more perfect way that ensures a lasting union. Those who understand how important the union is to any society will appreciate the significance of this. In the kingdom of God we are born perfectly mated. This is part of the mystery of God we were learning and sought to prepare for at Mount Carmel. I am a little reluctant to go into any detail regarding this sacred matter beyond what David himself made public. But it is understood, certainly by us at Mount Carmel, that women are a lot more than just sex dolls. They bear the image of the Holy Spirit the feminine part of the Godhead. She is also the essence of God’s power. In today’s world the image and being of woman is thoroughly exploited to sell everything under the sun. You can see quite easily how this relates to the woman riding the beast in Rev. 17, and how corrupting this is. God had a more noble purpose for womanhood at Waco than to exploit her for sexual gratification and selling apples. Before David was killed along with the others of our faith on April 19, he wrote a poem Titled Eden to Eden. Using the mystical language of poetry he expresses the essence of his involvement with these gracious women of our faith. Consider the first five verses below,

                                                Search for the meaning here,

                                                  Hidden within these words

                                            ‘tis a song that’s song of fallen tears,

                                                 Given way for two love birds

                                            Love birds yet not of feathered creed

                                                   shot down for gambled play,

                                       And caged a far distance betweenst themselves

                                              for the hunter felt it best that way

                                             “She bird is mine,” the hunter said.

                                        “Twas this bird I raised and faithfully fed”   

                                      Twas he bird who released her from her cage,

                                              sought her womb in youthful age
                                        Love birds the name, these birds they call,

                                              Two, plural, love birds, takes two

                                        Twas not her womb of which he sought,
                                                And certainly not her youth.  

                                        Love birds, the name these birds they call

                                              Two, plural, love birds, takes two,

                                                    it’s just he needed she

                                                    to fly the skies of blue. 

The poem goes into a further eight verses. Note the last lines of the third, fourth and fifth verses. Here David explains in simple terms the purpose of his involvement with these honourable women of our faith. In Ps. 68, it was prophesied concerning this. Note verse 13,

    13 Though you have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings of a dove

    covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold.

Notice where it speaks of him, “…lien among the pots…”  This was not the lustful gratification it has been made out to be. Stop to think, does one really believe that these honourable women would all give themselves like this if there was not something more to it than lust? Those who would think so obviously cannot see past sex. Carnality has taken them over. You will recall the birthing of Christ into humanity 2,000 years ago. The virgin Mary graciously gave her womb over to the Holy Spirit to accomplish this divine purpose. What greater cause for a woman to give her body than the divine will! What she did played a significant role in the plan of salvation restoring man back to God and to life. A similar purpose was at work with David’s relations with these women of our faith. At the behest of God they were to bear babies, twenty four of them. This was in 

continuation of the divine purpose begun 2,000 years ago. Part of the unseen and enduring infrastructure of truth and righteousness God has been establishing prior to setting up his kingdom here on earth. The Apostle Paul alludes to this in Romans 1:20, and Heb. 11:3, when he speaks of the invisible things of God.

    You will recall our reference to Isaiah 53:10, where it was recorded concerning the one spoken of and “…he shall see his seed…” referring to his children. Also in Zech. 13:7, regarding the shepherd who is smitten, his sheep scattered, but God would turn his hand, “…upon the little ones.” We showed how these texts refer to Christ, but did not meet there fulfillment in the Christ event 2,000 years ago. They were to occur in the future, before his return in glory. We also noted the Christ figure that would arise through the lineage of Joseph, referred to in Gen. 49:24, as, “…the shepherd, the stone of Israel.” We showed further how this connected to what Christ spoke of in Mt. 24:28 as the “carcase” around which the eagles would be gathered. As the one chosen of heaven to reveal the book sealed with seven seals David Koresh would now bear the mantle of Christ. It would then become enjoined upon him to fulfill the remainder of the prophecies. His bearing babies through these women, was part of the mandate given him of God to set Judgment in the earth. These children serve an important role relating to the Judgment and the subsequent Messianic kingdom that is to be set up after the sixth seal. They are the ones shown as the 24 elders seated around the throne in Rev. 4:4. It was their spirits that were embodied in the children born to David. The idea behind all of this relates to something Christ said in the prayer he taught his disciples recorded in Mt. 6:9-13, note verse 10,

    10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

This statement echoed what God said in a conversation with Job much further back. Note Job 38:33,

    33 Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? Canst thou set the dominion thereof in the

    earth?

As far back then the issue regarding the establishment of the rule of heaven here on earth was already mentioned as the blueprint for how the earth is to be successfully governed. What was stated in Gen. 1:28, regarding man having dominion over the earth was not said in a vacuum leaving man to rule as he pleases? This involved a definite divine ideal.  The scriptures reveal that there exists a true system and governance by which life on earth can be governed. The same as it is in heaven. You will recall when John went to heaven in Rev. 4ff. After the lamb had taken the book, all of heaven was shown in complete and spontaneous agreement. There was no discord. It is the will of God that rules in heaven, to the lasting joy and well-being of all who dwell there. If it is good enough for heaven what is the problem with it here on earth also!? You will notice too, there was no sign of the devil being present. He had already been cast out, sometime after Christ ascended to heaven following his resurrection.  Note Rev. 12:9,

    9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,

    which deceiveth the whole world; he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were

    cast out with him.

By his actions towards Christ through his instrumentalities among men the devil revealed his hand. This showed the sole motive for his rebellion in heaven was to usurp the throne of God. It had nothing to do with any unrighteousness in the rule of God, rather his own self interest. There remained no more a case to be made in support of his position or any sympathy towards him among those in heaven. But this did not lead him and the greater part of the angels that were with him to turn from their rebellion. Instead they would find somewhere else to set up shop. Here they are shown cast out of heaven to earth. In Rev. 12:12, it was written further,

    12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabitants of

    of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath,

    because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.

This is the source of the problems of earth. Ever since his involvement in the fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden the earth has known much grief and discord. So long as men refuse to come to the knowledge and truth of God as it is in heaven the devil is allowed to continue his mischief here. There is enormous power available to change the conditions of things here on earth. But this involves taking hold of the hand of God. We noted concerning Ps. 2; how the kings of the earth and the rulers take counsel against God and against his anointed. Who are they acting for? It certainly is not God. And arguably not the people of the world either. That leaves only two other possibilities, themselves and the devil. By the choices these leaders make they create these disturbing conditions the peoples of the world are made to live through. The people did not extend their trust, with the power this affords, to be used by them for their own selfish purposes or to serve the devil. The conditions of the world can be very different to what they are now. But the world is not being governed for this to be so. Rather than the lasting joy and well-being of the inhabitants of the earth it is about the power and privilege of the few who rule, reflecting the spirit of the devil in his discredited rebellion against God. But this is to be overruled. In these matters concerning David Koresh and the Judgment of God, the leaders of the world have also revealed their hand disclosing exactly who they are working for. There remains but a short time left before they are to be removed.

    Is there a way besides through God that life on earth can consist? Not unless man is self-existent. It has already been demonstrated this is not so. Life on earth has a “cause” beyond earth. The fact that the earth depends on the sun for its energy is a constant reminder of this. But this is largely in relation to the needs of the body. What about the soul of man, his essential being? Without this the life of the body is but emptiness. How is this sustained in order that life continues as a thing of lasting joy and meaning? This is of a different source than the light of the sun. By revealing the seals here on earth what we are seeing is God extending his hand of friendship to mankind. This has to do with the life of the soul. Significantly no one needs to be lost, but by their own rejection of it. David’s part in this with the responsibilities this enjoined upon him was essentially what was being done at Mt. Carmel. This was not something he did out of his own mind and wishes. It was done under the auspices and guidance of the Word and Spirit of God. This was very real and of course challenging to us. Our part was to have the kind of faith that allowed it to take effect in and through us. We did. This provided us experiential confirmation it was indeed the truth from God. It was, and still is! 

Synopsis of CHAPTERS 4,5,6 and 7

4

Awake, O Sword, Against My Shepherd..,”

    “Understanding the Waco event in its biblical context is not apart from direct involvement in it. This is about the enactment of an event where both the enactment and the understanding takes place together. It reflects what the Apostle Paul describes in Heb. 11:1, concerning faith, “…the substance of things hoped for the evidence of things not seen.” Understanding what the scriptures teach concerning the truths of God requires our direct involvement with them… The experience of being involved provides the necessary means by which to know the biblical connection while at the same time allowing the event to become realized. This all takes place against the backdrop of faith in God as the overarching factor through which it is directed. Having advance appreciation of what the text states is helpful in so far as it provides the means to conceptually make sense of the event as it is being realized. But that appreciation is not what drives the event bringing about its fulfillment. It merely helps to bolster faith in the course of the event. We are not able to understand the complete purposes of God all at once. It is usually something mediated to us in measure, according to our faith. Making sense of it requires experiential knowing derived from having acted in faith based on what has already been set before us. 

    Ordinarily we go through life experiencing the world around us by our sensory contact with it and whatever impact we make upon it ourselves. This sets us in the past relative to what we experience of the world and no matter the extent of our impact upon it we remain powerless to change this order of things. What is the overall meaning of this? As we attempt to address this question not only are we seeking to understand the meaning of our own lives but of more importance the meaning of Life itself. By what measure do we employ to achieve this? Obviously this involves more than our sensory contact with the world around us and what we learn from our impact upon it. The reality of Life extends beyond just the earth and what our senses tells us about it. Earth is not separate from the greater eternity in which it exists. The matters concerning David Koresh and the Waco events were designed to provide a platform allowing us to extend beyond these. It dealt with matters of the future taking us beyond confinement to the past...Humanity is stuck in the past. The outward change of forms is not what constitutes the future. If all that men do merely amounts to what has gone before, but in a revised form, how is this regarded as the future? The reality of past, present and future along with everything associated with this is seen as illusionary; nothing more than the product of the human imagination. Is this what life on earth amounts to? If the imagination of men was purely what life on earth consisted of this would indeed be most distressing.  For us at Mt. Carmel life meant far more than this. The meaning of life is seen in terms of the Judgment of God and beyond this, the greater will and purposes of God for the earth and the universe. We find in this a much more meaningful purpose to life than the shallow sensory gratification that now consumes the world…” p.81

NOTE: The full content of this chapter is contained in a soon to be published in book. 

5

“…together until the harvest”

    “The Judgment of God is revealing of the mind of God. It allows us to see what God sees? Seeing things the way God sees them is not entirely impossible. Christ demonstrated this 2,000 years ago. He was positioned in the God consciousness which allowed him to see reality as a “whole” rather than in “part.” In light of this he also demonstrated a profound ability to reason from “cause” to “effect.” This comes of knowing The Truth, which is the measure by which all things are understood.  What Christ sought to do by teaching men truth was to also position them in the God consciousness. This offers us a way by which to know the things of God. You will recall what was noted in John 1:12, 13,

    12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,

    even to them that believe on his name.

    13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,

    but of God.

Christ is to God, as word is to thought. He was the very word of God in embodiment. The truths he brought were the actual thoughts of God. They imparted to their recipient the very life of God revealing the Spirit and consciousness underlying his thoughts. As we receive this it causes a shift in our centre of Being from earth to heaven, much like what John experienced when he was taken to heaven in Rev. 4. You will recall he stated in verse 2, before he found himself in heaven, “And immediately I was in the spirit…” He became positioned beyond the earth and this darkened universe to the clearness of eternity where God dwells. The Apostle Paul spoke of this in 2 Cor. 12:1-5, as the “third heaven.” We were introduced to it back in Ex. 24; where it was stated in verse 10,

    10 And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved

    work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness.

These realities are not presently perceived with bodily eyes rather through the empowerment of the Spirit of God. The existing life energy of man is insufficient an energy source to power the mind to see them. Before Adam and Eve became “shorted out” after eating of the tree they were “plugged” into the cosmic consciousness by which they knew the things of God. The fall disconnected mankind from this, though there remain vestiges of it now experienced as conscience. The Judgment is a phase in the process that reconnects us. It brings into effect a clean up operation which separates the true from the lie, the real from the false and the righteous from the unrighteous…” p.100

NOTE: The full content of this chapter is contained in a soon to be published in book. 

6

“…the truth shall make you free”

    “Bearing in mind what we have been discussing above it is clear that the natural sphere in which science operates is supported by unseen laws. These are the underlying “cause” of the “effects” we experience through our senses. But they did not come into being by themselves. They also have a “cause” in relation to which they too are considered as “effects.” This idea brings with it the possibility that they may not be the “constants” they are presumed to be and upon which much of scientific theorizing depends. It is possible then that science could really be nothing more than an exercise in chasing shadows rather than finding out the truth. This would not mean there is no absolute Truth. Rather we have to look beyond these “laws” underlying the world of effects in order to find them.

    Expanding this further, we are informed from the scriptures that there was a time when the universe was not. This is implied from the statement of Gen. 1:1,

    In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

Heaven and earth are created realities. When we speak of “created” this is not the same as “formed.” The latter presupposes the existence of something which is subsequently formed. In Gen. 2:7, it stated, “…God formed man of the dust of the ground…” Contrastingly when a thing is “created” it is usually from “nothing”! It is also important to understand here that “nothing” exists as a state by itself. It has its own nature characterized as the “clearness” we spoke of earlier. Freed of everything it forms the backdrop to “something, anything and everything”! The ability of God to create from nothing is the primary evidence of His omnipotence. As we seek to grasp the dimensions of this along with His omniscience and omnipresence, we derive a sense of eternity. Eternity itself defines the reach of his holiness, the radiance of his presence…” p.125 

NOTE: The full content of this chapter is contained in a soon to be published in book. 

7

Beyond Judgment
   “It is understood that death is not the end that many have resigned themselves to believing. The fact that death exists, is self evident it cannot be the end of existence. Existence itself is greater than death. It is the backdrop against which death exists. To think of death as the end places it as existence itself. Man perceives of death the way he does only because he is in subjugation to it. It is therefore a condition of the way he thinks. Were it the case that he was above it then it simply would not matter. It would not be a thing of consideration in the conduct of our lives the way it now is. We have seen clearly how life is lived under subjection to death. From the dawn of creation to the present time the world has known its effects. By way of comparison, how is life lived when in the state of being above death? Bear in mind that true life is not lived in reference to death. King Solomon spoke of this in Prov. 15. Note verse 24,

    24 The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from the hell beneath.

This takes us back to the book of Revelation regarding the meaning and vision of life discussed in the previous Chapter. You will recall that John had to be taken to heaven in order to see the things he wrote about regarding the vision of Life. From his position in heaven and the consciousness this provided he could see more clearly the realities of “life” and “death” here on earth. On the subject of death, he informs us of a first and a second death. Note Rev. 20:12-14,

    12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened:

    and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out

    of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.

    13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the 

    dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.

    14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

    15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of

    fire.

This very idea leaves us with the sense that death is other than what it is generally thought to be. But few ever really stop to consider what death actually is…There is still no other explanation for the origin and purpose of death, or life, than the creation account given in the book of Genesis. The evolutionist, by their reasoning is without any meaningful explanation why death exists. It is simply accepted as a fact of life and practically ignored leaving it shrouded in mystery…” p.142

NOTE: The full content of this chapter is contained in a soon to be published in book. 

                                          Epilogue                                                            

    The plan of Salvation encompasses far more than is generally understood. Sadly the reality and meaning of it has become obscured by the rituals and man-made traditions of religion. This is as true today as it was in the time of Christ 2,000 years ago. These forms and rituals are not the truth themselves. Without knowledge of the underlying reality they were intended to represent they not only become empty and meaningless but also distorted. The essential ingredient of the plan that made it work and why it exists perhaps need a little closer examination. Though it extends beyond this, at the centre of it all is Christ yielding up his equality with God in order to secure the survival of mankind. This was the deeper meaning behind the statement he made to Nicodemus recorded in John 3:16,

    16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

    believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Much religious sentiment has become attached to this statement which has served to obscure the profound meaning of it. One needs to stop and ask exactly what it means for the Son of God to be given to humanity. The Apostle Paul briefly captures this in Phil. 2:5-13. Note verses 5-9,

    5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

    6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

    7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was

    made in the likeness of men:

    8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto

    death, even the death of the cross.

    9 Wherefore God also hath exalted him, and given him a name which is above every

    name.

Notice in verse 6&7, where it speaks of Christ being in the form of God only to give this up to take on the form of man. What is noted here regarding Christ yielding up his equality with God as the ransom to save mankind is the immediate backdrop against which the Christ event of 2,000 years ago is to be understood. This has largely been ignored. The Christian church has tended to view things in terms of the event itself. This is reduced even further by a particularly focus on the crucifixion. Through iconic images and symbols of the cross bordering on idolatry this is constantly kept before us. But the cross is not the defining truth and meaning of salvation. It was part of the Roman penal apparatus as a symbol of cruelty and oppression. For the church to use it in this way gives credence to humanly devised forms above the truth of the Spirit. This has also served to subtly reinforce the notion that God gave his son to die. It was shown how this falsehood came to be established and the effect it has had in distorting the broader truth regarding why Christ came. An entire body of thinking has been built around this that is really of no real value. This is similar to the way people view the Waco event. They see us not in terms of the reality of the Judgment and the matters relating to the seven seals by which we are viewed, but in terms of what happened on Feb. 28-April 19, 1993. They then proceed to develop what amounts to their own opinions of what it means. But these opinions are not what define us nor do they allow them to grasp the true meaning of the event. It is the difference between seeing things in terms of “cause” rather than “effects.” What Paul sought to do in the above texts was to place before us a little of the underlying realities of what salvation is truly about. Notice in verse 8, he relates the crucifixion as one item in the overall scheme of things and not the thing by which everything is to be viewed. Getting to where we can reason regarding the meaning of existence from this broader context of divine truth is what is denied to us when we only see things in the limited scope of just the event. 

    The truth of Christ yielding up his equality with God to save mankind is the same thing God the Father would have done. But someone has to remain at the helm. The earth and mankind is not all there is to God’s creation. We are made aware in Heb. 1:2 and Rev. 5:13, that there are other worlds and creatures beyond earth. The position of God is a necessary part of the existence and continuation of all creation. There cannot be creation without there being a creator. This is the order of things by which all things consists. Without it everything dissolves into nothing. Does one think that creation can continue to exist by itself? We may argue this all day long but our arguments do not make it so. Who are we? The fact of the matter is Creation is not self-existent neither is it self-sustaining. It is dependent on there being God. Those who would think otherwise, whether knowingly or not, merely use their contrary arguments as a means to promote themselves. They offer no meaningful reason why the plain statements of Scripture should be ignored other than the fact that they do not believe in it. Unbelief is not an acceptable argument by which the truth of a thing is determined and neither is it objective. It amounts to denial and the simple rejection of truth out of not wanting to be bound by its tenets.

    Christ is regarded as one who is true and righteous. He has shown complete agreement with the purposes and will of God affirming the righteousness of God’s government. Why else would he willingly give up his equality if this was not so? The object of him doing this, the salvation of mankind, is placed above what would be his own self interest. There must also be some greater significance to why he would do this than just the object itself. This would stem from the intrinsic righteousness of the cause and which further reveals the true nature of God’s government.  As part of God’s creation, mankind is not separate from the “self” of God. The creator and the creation are one whole. This is the way it is seen from the context of God and was deemed good and righteous from its’ very inception. The fact that the fall of man occurred does not take away from this. It was deemed righteous that man should have the free will to choose. This reflected the image of God in which man was made. It is man who now dwells in this notion of separation, an illusion that permeates our thinking and which keeps us in bondage to this embodiment. We think to take refuge in a deception in order not to have to face the responsibilities, and indeed the joys, which comes of Life with God. While under this dark cloud the life man now lives amounts to nothing but a lie. In view of this, Truth is seen as abhorrent because it exposes this lie.

    In any case it remains to be understood, what exactly is meant by Christ being equal with God? Further what is involved in his giving up this equality as the ransom for mankind? Firstly, it is the Life of Christ that saves mankind not his death. His Life as God is given in exchange for the entire human race, the infinite for the finite. In relation to what Paul wrote in Phil. 2:5-13, Christ stated in Mt. 20:28,

    28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give

    his life a ransom for many.

Note where he states, “…to give his life a ransom for many,” he made this statement while conversing with his disciples about what constituted true governance. How this can become construed to mean his death defies logic. The question needs to be asked what was the life he referred to here? We discussed before the distinction between the life of the body and the life of the soul. Here Christ was not merely referring to the life of his body, which at the time was soon to be unjustly wrenched from him on the cross. The life he was speaking of was that of his divine equality with God. This was the everlasting life he spoke of in John 5:24,

    24 Verily, Verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my words and believeth on him that 

    sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed

    from death unto life.

He proceeded further in John 6:51,

    51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, 

    he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for 

    the life of the world.

Note where he speaks of his flesh, this statement was a source of some murmuring to those who heard it. This was almost as if he was talking about cannibalism. It certainly got their attention. He proceeded further to explain in verse 63,

    63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak 

    unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

We noted previously in John 4:24, where he had also stated,

    24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

Where would the spirit and the truth come from that would allow one to worship God in spirit and in truth? This does not come of man himself. First and foremost it came from God. In John 6:57, Christ had stated how he lived by the Father who was the source of the words he spoke,

    57 As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father; so he that eateth me,

    even he shall live by me.

Inherent in these words was the spirit and truth from God. It consisted of the vision of life Christ saw with the Father and the Spirit from God.  This was being mediated to man as the eternal life principle permitting him to again partake in the divine nature.  Without this how would men know the reality of the truth and spirit of God? After the fall he was no longer able to perceive the things of God in the way that comes by being of the divine nature.  There was now a barrier between man and God needing to be crossed. Christ came among men from his position of equality with God in order to make this possible. The dynamics of this involved him divesting himself in spirit, which was the life of him; in mind, which relates to the understanding he held and also in body, the form he had prior to coming to earth.  Having divested himself he would now be sustained in his new status by faith in God. In his former state he held all things co-equal with God. You will recall what he stated in John 16:15,

    15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine,

    and shall shew it unto you.

It was shown in Rev. 21:7, where the one on the throne spoke for the first time revealing that all things in heaven are held in the common ownership of all. We saw the pattern of this here on earth back in Acts 4:32-37.

    The process of giving up his Life as God for mankind was not done in one event. It happened over time and in a series of manifestations. Before divesting himself he was first revealed as the voice of God noted in Gen. 1:3,

    3 And God said: let there be light…

His visible manifestation would then have been heard as sound and seen as light. This is not the sunlight men see with their eyes. This is the light men experience as consciousness. The inner evidence we are alive and against which mind takes place as a canvass for the senses to register their perceptions. The degree of our consciousness, not all men are equally conscious, determines what we see of reality. This is related to the life energy or spirit we are possessed of and which powers the perceptual field of our minds. Paul spoke of this in 1 Cor. 2:12-14,

    12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God:

    that we might know the things that are freely given us of God.

    13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth; 

    comparing spiritual things with spiritual things.

    14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God: for they are 

    foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 

    discerned.

Consider further Paul’s comments in Rom. 8:1-16. Note verses 1&2,

    There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk

    not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

    2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin

    and death.

The mechanics of what Paul speaks of here is the same as what Christ spoke of in John 8:38. The Spirit of Life in Christ animating his Being revealed itself consciously in terms of what he saw with the Father. This also relates to what was spoken of above regarding the context by which the Christ event and what happened at Waco is truly understood. So the spoken word of God was the first evidence of Christ in his manifestations. Prior to this he was one with the father as “unspoken” word. We are able to apprehend a degree of understanding regarding this by reason of our having the Father as a backdrop against which Christ can be seen. This was shown in Gen. 1:3, as God having spoken. Outside of this we would be as ignorant to the reality of Christ as we would be of God. Our knowledge of God proceeds from what Christ as the word of God declares about him. We take for granted what we read about the reality of God with little thought to how these were made available. 

    This spoken word of God also took form among the angels and dwelt as one of them. He was the one depicted as the angel on the right of the mercy seat in the sanctuary Moses was instructed to build during the Exodus. Remember this was a pattern of the heavenly sanctuary. The other angel on the left depicted Lucifer who was once the light bearer to the angels in heaven. There is a truth about all this that is more detailed than I am inclined to enter into here. It also deals with the origin of the angels. These too were created beings but the account of their creation was not given like the account of the creation of man was given in Genesis. What I will say here in regard to this is both the caterpillar and the butterfly share similar roots. Before coming among men in the person of Christ 2,000 years ago we noted he appeared back in the time of Abraham as Melchizedek. The apostle Paul develops this in Heb. 7. Note verse 3, where he describes him as being,

    3 Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days,

    nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest for ever.

Although Paul compares Melchizedek with Christ we are actually dealing with the same Word of God in two distinctive manifestations. This began the process of Him yielding up his equality with God to take on humanity. The reality of this affords us some added insights into the origin of the angels. In any case, when the word of God was manifest as Melchizedek it took bodily form at will and just appeared on the earth. This brought with it the idea of an entity not of this reality taking human form and dwelling among men. It was not until he came as Christ 2,000 years ago that the physical process of actually entering into humanity itself was started. At that time he came through the womb of Mary but without male seed. He had a mother of the earth but not a father. This allowed him to take sinful flesh but not our fallen human nature. This is the cause of him being sinless. The spiritual separation from God we spoke of earlier in our discussion of Adam and Eve was not part of his nature. While embodied in sinful flesh he would remain steadfast to the will of God demonstrating the power of the spiritual above the physical. But this was not the final stage in the process of him taking our humanity. There was yet another manifestation. This time he would come as one born from among men of both male and female seed. As we discussed earlier he would then take both our sinful flesh and sinful nature. He would now become possessed of our humanity in its entirety. Through this process he would bridge the gulf of separation between God and man caused by the Edenic fall. This is to be followed by yet one more phase. He is to appear again. This time in the state associated with what has been generally viewed as his return in glory. Having yielded up his equality with God to save mankind he is to dwell among men as one of us in the glorified state shared also by those who are saved. He continues in this form throughout the rest of eternity. This divine drama has been the focus of attention for the entire creation. Well, almost! Sadly, although the salvation of mankind is the most significant outcome of all this, not many among men seems to have given it much attention. A dramatic change occurs at the opening of the sixth seal shown in Rev. 6:12-17.

Notes

    There is an extensive amount of information available on the Waco event. Only a few are referred to here. These also record the quotes I mentioned in the beginning of this work. Some were broadcast live on U.S. network television. I remember hearing these while imprisoned at the county jail after leaving Mt. Carmel during the siege.

Moore, Carol. 1995. The Davidian Massacre: Disturbing Questions about Waco which Must Be Answered. (Franklin, Tenn., and Springfield, Va.: Legacy Communications and Gun Owners Foundation). 

Moore, Carol. Branch Davidian Websites; http://www.carolmoore.net/waco/waco-911.html and http://www.carolmoore.net/waco-clinton-quotes.html
Reavis, Dick J. The Ashes of Waco: An Investigation (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1995), 170, 174.

Van Vleet, J. Waco: A New Revelation. This is an excellent video documentary produced by MGA Films Inc.1999. Available on the web at www.waco-anewrevelation.com

Catherine Wessinger. How the Millennium Comes Violently: From Jonestown to Heaven’s Gate (New York: Seven Bridges Press, 2000), 57, 68, 107-108. Also quoted here is the work of Hardy, David T. with Rex Kimball. This Is not and Assault: Penetrating the Web of Official Lies Regarding the Waco Incident. N.p.: Xlibris Corporation.                                            
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