
Viking Blood:  

There are different theories on where the 
Germanic tribes came from and whether 
there was a common Germanic language. It 
is quite sure, however, that the settlements 
of the ancient Germanic tribes were 
somewhere in the area of today's South 
Germany. From there, the ancestors of the 
English, Danes, Swedes, Saxons, etc. 
wandered to every direction of the 
compass rose. 
Those tribes, who wandered northwards, 
settled down in the southern side of 
Scandinavia, where the withdrawal of the 
ice was in progress since 10,000 years ago. 
(Later this process even influenced the 
Scandinavian policy and economy.) 
The Germanic inhabitants of Scandinavia 
spoke the same language for over 
thousands of years. There were only slight 
differences in the dialects. Those, who 
speak Swedish, Norwegian, Danish or 
Icelandic, not even mentioning the world 
famous and internationally accepted and 
spoken language of the Faeroe Islands, are 
in the pleasant and lucky position of 
understanding the other above listed 
languages as well. At least on some level, 
for the pronunciation became different. 
The Scandinavian tribes lived happily with 
each other for over thousand of years, 
when in the 8th century, their technical 
(with special focus on warfare and sailing) 
development became so high that they 
thought for themselves: "Hey, why not 
attack some civilisations across the world? 
That'd be fun" And these thoughts were put 
into practice very soon. 
These tribes, of whose warriors plundered 
the early medieval cities of Europe; who 
sailed to America 500 years before 
Columbus; who established the first 
organised states in the former barbaric 
areas of today's Russia and who inspired 
the movie "The 13th Warrior" with 
Antonio Banderas, were called the 
Normans. Their branches were called 
Vikings, Varangians and Goths. 

Let us examine their methods, the reason 
for their success and their downfall as well. 

* 
Allegedly, or rather to say, as the present 
stance of our knowledge is, regarding 
language history, the Germanic tribes in 
Scandinavia spoke the same language. 
When their migration and conquests began, 
they tore apart from each other. Some 
tribes never came back to their father's land 
but stayed in the picturesque and fast-
varying weathered Iceland. Some went 
even further to Greenland, by which they 
already achieved America. Archaeologists 
found Viking objects in today's New York 
State's area as well, from which they 
conclude, that these Vikings handled with 
the Indians. A very rough story from these 
days, which also reflects the importance of 
intercultural communication, is as follows: 

As these Viking handlers sailed by along 
the American coast, they were only a few. 
They did not intend to occupy the area but 
just exchange their commercial goods with 
the locals. At some point they sold milk to 
the Indians. It was on a regular day, 
everyone went to sleep at night but as the 
Vikings woke up the next day, Indian 
warriors surrounded their camp. Their, the 
Indians', attack was lethal and they 
butchered the few Norsemen with whom 
they spent their last supper the day before. 
What the reason was? Indians were 
hunters, bred no cattle, so their stomachs 
could not bear animal's milk. They thought 
the newcomers wanted to poison them.  
Stories of the Viking migration lacked not 
such rough and even rougher elements. 

Those tribes which pillaged Europe were 
not less fearful warriors. Their new style of 
warfare surprised the shielded European 
armies and firstly, they could not protect 
themselves properly. It was not only the 
Northern coastlines of Europe, which 
suffered Viking victories. Scandinavian 
warriors arrived to the Italian peninsula as 



well, where they later, in the Southern 
parts, established their own state. Warriors 
of this South Italian Norman state took part 
also in the fights between the pope and the 
emperor in the mid- medieval times. 
Why could they be so victorious at first? 
After the collapse of the Western Roman 
Empire, it was very difficult to form 
stabile, centralised states. The Franks were 
the first, who managed it. After the death 
of Charles the Great, as expected, his 
empire collapsed as well. Actually, it did 
not collapse first, but fell apart into three 
parts. The Western part became today's 
France, the Eastern part can be regarded as 
the very early predecessor of today's 
Germany, or the medieval times' 
fragmented Holy German-Roman Empire. 
The middle part was the short lifed 
Burgundy. 
In the early-mid 8th  century was the late 
period of the great migrations that began in 
the 4th century. The late arrivals were the 
Hungarians, cherished by some Turkish 
and other Eastern tribes. It was the regular 
custom of the pagan tribes that it took time 
until they got used to the new lifestyle and 
their neighbours. Until that they pillaged 
them and "kidnapped" their women to 
make them their own. 
So happened, that Europe was attacked 
from many sides. In the South there were 
regular battles with the Arabs. From East, 
the late-comers "bullied" the West and 
from the North, the Europeans could 
expect Viking attacks.  
Also, the European-style warfare was a 
ruled one, based on regular movement of 
the armoured knights. Until they got to 
know the Viking style, they could not 
protect themselves against the Nordic 
pagans. 
The Vikings established several 
settlements. They invaded also the English 
Isles, where they formed the Danelaw.  
It is still very difficult to examine, who has 
got Viking blood in the occupied areas, as 
the blood of the Germanics are very 
similar. But in the English area, we can 
examine the language, the dialects and the 

names. 
Almost all cities in England ending with '-
by', concentrates in the area of the former 
Danelaw. 'By' in Danish means 'city'.  
Also, some people has got names with -
son, or- sen at the end. That was a Dane-
Viking custom to name the child after the 
father. So got a baby whose father was 
Erik, the family name (Christian name? not 
yet.) Eriksson. ('s' is the possessive, so 
Eriksson means: 'the son of Erik').  
Let us skip now the cultural effect the 
Vikings brought into England with special 
reference to the language (so called 
loanwords), because it is worth another 
essay with similar length. 

There was an other branch of the 
Scandinavian tribes called Varangians 
(ancestors of Swedes), which sailed 
eastwards, along the rivers of the lands of 
the Slavs. They reached the Caspian Sea 
and travelled even further. The importance 
of these Norsemen was that they 
established the first East-Slavonian state, 
the Kievan Rus. Their culture and effect on 
the local pagans is introduced quite 
authentically in the first few minutes of the 
above mentioned "13th Warrior". 


