People of Malaysia

Since it began, many cultures have mixed and met in Malaysia.  

The largest ethnic group consists of the Malay who makeup over 50% of the population and account for the national language.  Most Malay are Muslims, but are not as extreme as those found in the Middle East.   

Malaysia’s businessmen are mainly comprised of the Chinese.  Initially they worked in backbreaking jobs such as railway construction and tin mining.  Most Chinese have strong ties to their homeland, are Tao Buddhist, and makeup about 35% of the population. 


In the 19th century, Indians settled in Malaysia.  Most fled the poor economy of South India.  Upon arrival, many Indians build infrastructure, labored as rubber tappers, or worked as small businessmen or administrators.  As evidenced by their decorative clothing, beautiful temples, and cuisine - Indians makeup 10% of the Malaysian population.


The tribal peoples are the oldest inhabitants of Malaysia.  They makeup about 5% of the population and mostly reside in Sarawak and Sebah living in longhouses.  The Malaysian tribal people have a religious tie to the rain forest.
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