History of Malaysia
Ancient Malaysia  35,000 BC - 100 BC

Little archeological history of Malaysia has been uncovered to date.  Although many suspect evidence may exist, because of the extensive vegetation it isn’t readily revealed.


A human skull dating back to 35,000 BC was discovered in the Sarawak Niah Caves.  Stone Age tools from near 10,000 BC have been found on the peninsula.  These tools are believed to have been left by the peninsulas earliest inhabitants – the Negrito aborigines.  


About 2,500 BC the Proto-Malays migrated from China.  They were more advanced technologically than the Negritos and forced them into the jungles and hills.  A new cultural group evolved, the Deutero-Malays.  These combined cultures are now called the Malay.

Hindu Kingdoms  100 BC - 1400 AD


The first Indians arrived in Kedah around 100 BC.  From then on, Indians flocked to Malaysia in search of wealth and treasure (gold, spices, and aromatic woods).


Indians also brought Buddhism and Hinduism to Malaysia along with their traditional culture.  Local kings combined what they deemed the best traditions with the current structure.  The newly formed structures are referred to as “Indianized kingdoms” by historians.

Islam and the Golden Age of Malacca  1400 AD - 1511 AD


Cambodia and Indonesia kingdoms overshadowed the Malaysian Hindu kingdoms until 1400 AD.  At that time, the kingdom of Srivijava was the strongest and was considered the best trading port in the area.  Problems with pirates presented a need for a port with strong security.  This secure port was found in Malacca.


In 1400, Malacca was founded by prince Parameswara.  Because of the wealth of the port, Malacca quickly changed from a village of refugees to the most traveled port in the region and a wealthy kingdom.  Harbor captains would meet each and every incoming ship, escort them into port, and take care of their every need.  Malacca established relationships with neighboring ports and peoples which aided its ability to police the area.  The Portuguese arrived in 1511 and quickly ruined the city by building a long lasting colonial legacy.

Colonial Malaysia  1511 AD - 1957 AD


Alfonso de Albuquerque led a Portuguese fleet into Malacca’s harbor in 1511 and captured the port by cannon fire.  The Portuguese built a tremendous fort which was overtaken by the Dutch in 1641.  This coo gave the Dutch the corner of the market in spice trade.  In 1785, the British East India Company constructed a fort on Penang, a Malaysian island.  A trading post was established in Singapore in 1819 by Britain Sir Williams Raffles.  Penang, Malacca, and Singapore were then known as the Straits Settlements.  All three were British colonies.

European powers captured Malacca and renamed it Johor and then Perak.  In 1874, Britain coerced Malay ruler to sign the Pangkor Agreement peace treaty.  This agreement gave Britain a much stronger foothold in the region.


In 1942, the Japanese ousted the British until World War II ended in 1945 when Britain regained control.  However, a more mature Malaysia had organized itself and in 1957 gained independence from British rule when Tunku Abdul Rahman was named as Malay’s first prime minister.

Independence and Onward  1957 - Present


The term “Malaysia” was established in 1961.  Uniting Malaysia’s mix of races was a difficult task.  The Malays were in the majority and therefore received permanent governmental roles.  Malay was named the national language and the national religion Islam.  Even so, the Malay’s endured rough economic times as the Chinese businesses and trade thrived.


Malaysia has grown and prospered greatly in the past twenty years.  Prime Minister Mahathir bin Mohammed is credited with the country’s progress.  He came into leadership in 1981.
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