Important Allied Conferences of World War II

The Casablanca Conference

In January 1943, a few weeks following the Anglo-American invasion of French North Africa, Roosevelt and Churchill met at Casablanca in French Morocco. The two leaders agreed to demand the unconditional surrender of the Axis powers.  In part, this decision resulted from a desire to reassure the Soviets that the Western powers would not attempt to make a separate peace with Hitler.  With victory in North Africa in sight, the two leaders agreed to move forward with an invasion of Sicily and Italy but not to abandon plans for the cross-Channel invasion of France favored by Roosevelt.

The Teheran Conference

In November-December 1943, Roosevelt and Churchill met with Stalin in Teheran, Iran.  The three Allied leaders discussed the plans for the Second Front in Western Europe, scheduled for the spring.  Although Churchill wanted the an indirect attack on Germany through the Balkans, Roosevelt and Stalin overruled Churchill and the invasion of France was scheduled for the next spring.  This agreement had important consequences since it surely meant that eastern Europe would fall into the hand of the Soviets.  The Allies also agreed on a partition of postwar Germany, but differences over questions like the frontiers of Poland were set aside.  At Teheran, Stalin made clear his determination to extend Soviet power in Eastern Europe following the war, while Roosevelt sought to overcome the Soviet leader's suspicions of the West in an effort to win his cooperation in the postwar world.

The Yalta Conference

· In February 1945, Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin met at Yalta in the Soviet Crimea in the most important of the wartime conferences.

· Soviet Agreement to Enter the War Against Japan

· The atomic bomb had not yet been developed, and Roosevelt was concerned about the number of casualties the United States might suffer in an invasion of Japan.  In response to Roosevelt's appeal, Stalin agreed to enter the war against Japan within three months following the defeat of Germany.  In return, the Soviet Union would acquire the southern half of Sakhalin Island, which Russia had lost to Japan in 1905, the Kurile Islands, and a sphere of influence in Manchuria.  In addition, the Soviets would receive an occupation zone in northern Korea.

· Occupation of Germany

· At Yalta, the three leaders agreed to add France as an occupying power in Germany, dividing that country into four zones of occupation instead of three.  Churchill was anxious to encourage France's recovery of its status as a great power, hoping that France would contribute to the reestablishment of a balance of power in Europe.

· Agreement on Voting in the UN

· Agreement was reached on voting procedures in the Security Coun​cil of the new United Nations organization, with each of the Security Council's five permanent members (the United States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, France, and China) to have a veto.

· Disagreements on Poland
· The question of Poland was the most difficult issue considered at Yalta.  The United States and Great Britain maintained relations with the Polish government-in-exile located in London.  The Soviets had broken relations with the London Poles after they refused to accept Moscow's demand to annex eastern Poland.  When the Red Army entered Poland in 1944, the Soviets had established at Lublin a pro-Soviet, Communist-dominated government that agreed to Moscow's territorial demands.

· At Yalta, Stalin agreed to permit a broadening of the Lublin government by adding to it representatives of the London Poles.  The Polish government continued to be dominated by Communists, how​ever, and the non-Communist representatives found themselves out​numbered and outmaneuvered.  Stalin also promised to permit free elections in Poland, but they were never held.

· While the Soviets annexed eastern Poland, the Poles were to be compensated by territory taken from Germany.  No final commitments on this territorial compensation were made at Yalta, but the Soviets ultimately gave Poland the southern part of East Prussia (the Soviets annexed the northern part of the province) and German territory lying east of the line formed by the Oder and Neisse rivers (the Oder-Neisse Line).

· Friendly Governments Versus Free Elections

· The Big Three also agreed on the text of the Declaration on Liberated Europe, pledging that postwar governments in the liberated countries of Europe, would be established on the basis of free elections.

There was a basic incompatibility between the Soviet demand for friendly governments in Poland and other Eastern European countries and the Western Allies' demand for free elections.  In most of Eastern Europe, and certainly in Poland, free elections would almost inevitably have led to the establishment of governments hostile to the Soviet Union.  Stalin therefore got the friendly governments he wanted by imposing Communist-dominated regimes on countries occupied by Red Army troops.  The Western powers protested Soviet actions, but Mos​cow ignored the protests.

The Potsdam Conference

· New Participants: Truman and Attlee
· On April l2, 1945, President Roosevelt died and was succeeded by his vice president, Harry S Truman (1884-1972).  In mid-July 1945, Truman met with Churchill and Stalin in Potsdam, near Berlin, in the last of the wartime Big Three conferences.  During the conference, the newly elected British prime minister, Clement Attlee (1883-1967), replaced Churchill.

· Decisions on German Occupation

· By the time the Potsdam Conference met, the Americans, British, French, and Soviets had taken possession of their zones of occupation in Germany.  The Potsdam Conference agreed that the occupation authorities in each zone should promote demilitarization, denazification, and democratization.  On the controversial issue of reparations, the conference decided that each power should be permitted to remove property from its own zone, while the Soviets would also receive a percentage of capital equipment from the western zones.

The Potsdam Conference agreed to establish a four-power Allied Control Council to determine the policies to be executed in all of the four zones in Germany.  In practice, however, the four powers failed to reach agreement on common policies, and thus each power proceeded to determine policy for its own zone.

