Article I. Name, Location, and Purpose

Section 1. Name

The name of this organization is Society for Technical Communication, Inc., Phoenix Chapter. These are hereafter referred to as STC (or the Society) and the Chapter, respectively.

A. Name Change. 

	Society Bylaws, Article IX, Section 4. Operations

A. Name. The chapter name is selected by the original organizers but may be changed by a two-thirds vote at a business meeting of the chapter, a quorum being present. Written notification of the motion to change the name must be given to all chapter members at least two weeks before the vote. Headquarters must be advised when a chapter’s name has been changed.





(  We need to determine a useful number for establishing what a quorum is at a business meeting for the Phoenix chapter.
Section 2. Location

	Society Bylaws, Article IX, Section 4. Operations

B. Boundaries. The chapter boundaries are proposed by the original organizers and approved by Society headquarters. Any change to the boundaries must be submitted to headquarters for approval. Headquarters may change a chapter’s boundaries if deemed in the best interest of the Society.




The Chapter is located in one of the designated regions of the Society. See the Phoenix Chapter Policies for the current region.


Article II. Definition, Purpose, and Objectives

Section 1. Definition and Purpose

	Society Bylaws, Article IX, Section 1. Definition and Purpose

A chapter is a group of members who live or work in a particular locality and who, as a matter of geographic convenience, organize themselves to promote the purposes of the Society cooperatively.

Chapters can engage only in activities that conform to the Society’s purposes.




Section 2. Objectives

The Chapter objectives are the same as the Society’s objectives.


	Society Bylaws, Article I, Section 2. Objectives

The objectives of the Society are to advance the arts and sciences of technical communication by:

A. encouraging research

B. developing educational programs and establishing scholarships

C. stimulating the exchange of information by means of publications, meetings, and conferences

D. recognizing outstanding accomplishments

E. cooperating with other societies and institutions in mutually beneficial projects.




The Chapter Vision Statement, Mission Statement, goals, and abiding board decisions can be found in the Phoenix Chapter Policies.

Article III. Powers and Constraints

Section 1. Powers

	Society Bylaws, Article II, Section 1. Powers

The powers of the Society reside in its members. These powers are exercised on behalf of the membership by an elected board of directors.




The powers of the Chapter reside in its members. 

	Society Bylaws, Article IX, Section 3. Operational Relationships with Society

C. Management. The chapter membership is represented by an elected administrative council with powers to take whatever legal and proper actions are necessary for the fulfillment of the Society’s purposes.





Section 2. Constraints

A. Subordination of Chapter Bylaws

	Society Bylaws, Article IX, Section 3 Operational Relationships with Society

C. Constraints. A chapter must

1. not operate under local rules and procedures that are not consistent with the governing documents of the Society; any variations from the governing documents must be cleared through the Society bylaws committee and approved by the board prior to adoption; 
2. not charge chapter dues, but with specific approval of the board may levy local assessments provided these are not called “dues” and have no bearing on membership; 
3. not own real estate, obligate the Society to any financial or other commitment, nor use the Society name without the chapter designation.

If a chapter persists in actions that are not in the best interests of the Society, the board may by a two-thirds vote withhold the dues refund or take any other action it deems proper. Such action may be appealed to the board and, after reconfirmation of the board’s action, to the annual business meeting of the Society.




The Chapter exists by virtue of its charter from STC, and the Chapter will operate under the control of STC and the STC Bylaws. Therefore, Society bylaws take precedence over the Chapter bylaws. If changes to Society bylaws cause conflicts with the Chapter bylaws, the Chapter bylaws must be amended as soon as possible to bring them into agreement with Society bylaws.

The Chapter will abide by the STC Conflict of Interest Statement, Sexual Harassment Policy, and any other guidelines of this nature published by STC.


B. Politics, Religion, and Commercialism.

	Society Bylaws, Article II, Section 2. Constraints

The Society is nonprofit, nonsectarian, and nonpartisan. It cannot endorse or disparage a commercial enterprise, a political platform, or a candidate for public office.




1. The Chapter will be sensitive to religious observances and avoid promoting any religious holidays. 

2. The Chapter will not endorse any commercial software, hardware, or service product, nor trade advertising for services.

C. Use of the Society and Chapter’s name.

	Society Bylaws, Article II, Section 3. Use of Name

The Society name and insignia, singly or in combination, may be used only by persons authorized by the board of directors and only for Society purposes. 




The name of the Chapter will not be used in connection with a commercial concern for any purpose other than regular work of the Chapter.

	Tieline, May–June, 1999

The STC logo and logotype should not appear on ads, literature, or other communications that promote, or include the promotion of, products or services of others without the express permission of the Society’s board of directors.




Article IV. Membership

	Society Bylaws, Article IX, Section 3. Operational Relationships with Society

A. Membership. Only Society members in good standing may be chapter members. All members residing or working within the approved boundaries of the chapter are assigned to that chapter. However, a member may request a specific chapter affiliation where more than one chapter is in bounds. A member may belong to only one chapter at a time.




A. The Chapter has no power to deny a person membership in the Chapter.

B. The Chapter has no power to remove a member from the Chapter.
C. All Chapter members, regardless of grade, have the right to receive all Chapter publications.

D. All Chapter members, regardless of grade, have equal rights to attend Chapter events, including all board meetings.

E. All Chapter members, regardless of grade, have the right vote in the Chapter election and at Chapter business meetings. Only officers and the immediate past president have the power to vote at board meetings.

F. All Chapter members, regardless of grade, have the right to run for Chapter office as set forth in these bylaws (see xxx Elections).
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