Article VIII. Elections 

Section 1. Date

	Society Bylaws, Article IX, Section 4. Operations, F. Elections. Chapter officers are elected annually in time for the new officers to attend the annual business meeting of the Society as representatives of their chapter.




The annual election date is established by the administrative council.

Section 2. Nominations

	Society Bylaws, Article IX, Section 4. Operations, F. Elections. 

· A chapter nominating committee and a chapter tellers committee handle the elections. 

· The nominating committee consists of three or five members at the discretion of the chapter president. 

· Either two or three members of the nominating committee are elected by the membership. 

· The nominating committee manager is appointed by the chapter president, who also appoints one member to a five-member committee.




A. How nominations are made. Nominations are made by the Nominating Committee, or by members of the chapter as outlined in this section. 

B. Date Nominations Are Set. By March 1, the Nominating Committee shall submit the names of at the candidates for each elective office to the current president of the chapter. These must be accompanied by the willingness of each candidate to accept office. 

C. Two candidates. At least two candidates for each elective office except president must be nominated.

D. Nominate only for one position. No member shall be nominated for more than one office in the same election. 

E. Announcement of candidates. Prior to April l, the president shall direct that these nominations be announced to the chapter membership either through the chapter publication or by special mailing. 
1.
At this same time, the date of the 

annual election is announced. 
2.
A brief statement of the methods of 

nominating and voting for 

candidates is described. 

F. Member-initiated nominations. Nominations may also be submitted to the chapter president by members of the Chapter. 
1.
Such additional nominations must 

be made in writing and must be 

signed by at least five voting 

members of the Chapter. 
2.
They shall reach the chapter 

president at least four weeks prior to 

the annual election to be valid.


	Society Bylaws, Article IX, Section 4. Operations, F. Elections. If chapter elections are conducted similarly to Society elections (Article VIII), nominations by petition must bear the signature of 10 percent of the chapter membership.




G. Elections at the chapter annual business meeting


	Society Bylaws, Article IX, Section 4. Operations, F. Elections. Chapter elections may be conducted at a regularly scheduled meeting of the membership provided that a preliminary slate of candidates has been announced to the membership at least six weeks prior to the date of the election, and a final slate of candidates, if different from the preliminary slate, has been announced at least ten days prior to the date of the election.




Section 3. Election

A. Ballots. The Nominating Committee shall prepare a ballot containing the names of all candidates for each elective office. 
1.
The ballot shall be accompanied by 

a statement containing the date by 

which the ballot must be 

postmarked to be valid, as well as 

any other invalidation conditions. 
2.
The ballot, together with the 

accompanying statement and 

mailing instructions, shall be mailed 

to each voting member of the 

chapter no later than two weeks 

prior to the ballot invalidation date. 

B. Tellers. The Tellers, which may be members of the Nominating Committee, shall be responsible for determining the validity of votes, counting the votes, and announcing the results of the election.

C. Plurality wins. Officers shall be elected by a plurality of votes cast by the voting members of the chapter.

Section 4. Vacancies

Isn’t this (or shouldn’t it be) covered in the AC section?

A. Determining when an office is vacant.


B. President. A vacancy in the office of president shall be filled by the external vice president. 

C. Other officers. A vacancy in any other office shall be filled by a majority vote of the administrative council.
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