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                             “May I Please Introduce……” 
…..Vince Doyle.    

All your Editor said was,  “Vince….how about sending me a  mini 
life story?”  Vince’s reaction…“Life story, indeed!”  With a smile 
though, he did come through with a few items on which I can enlarge. 
 
I’m sure Vince’s Mom would have told us he was born smiling,  
because if you know Vince, you know that he always has a ready 
smile.  Perhaps the smile came from being born on Saint Valentine 
Day.  Vince made his debut February 14th  1931, at Comox. 
  
Though not a flyer at the time, Vince spent twenty years in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, 1947   -  1967 as a Radar Tech/Instructor/Writer.  
(Want to know something about Doppler Radar?  Vince knows!)  
Vince also worked for Marconi, RCA, Farinon, and also Telesat for 
twenty years from 1967  - 1987.  He eventually retired as a Satellite 
‘Techie’ (Vince’s wording),  Instructor and Tech Writer. 
Vince’sinterest in becoming a pilot actually goes back to his early 

teen years when living in Calgary,  Alberta.  His father got him a 
summer job, a little before the legal age of fifteen, at the 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan in that city.  While doing his 
duties via bicycle (base transportation for thirteen year old boys)  he 
came across a wet and soggy parachute.  Turning this in, he was 
happily rewarded for it’s recovery by  the owner (who now wouldn’t 
have to pay for it’s loss) and taken for an airplane ride in a Harvard.  

(Continued on page 2) 

    Vince takes a coffee break to ‘consider’ the next step on his Nieuport 
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(Continued from page 1) 
The ride was eventful as Vince 
recalls it, complete with rolls, stalls 
and spins.  The result….a life-long 
desire to someday get his pilot’s 
license. 
 
Happily it’s never too late, and Vince 
took his training within shouting 
distance of his 65th birthday.  He 
phrased it a little differently when he 
sent me the ‘life story’ notes, and  I 
quote…“Earned pilot licence in 1995, 
night and VFR OTT but otherwise a 
hazard to general aviation having 
never learned to land an aircraft with 
any degree of confidence”.  End-
quote.  I am sure he exaggerates! 
 
When Vince isn’t busy telling stories 
(or asking ‘how to’ questions at an 

EAA Chapter 679 meeting) he is busy 
working on his dream machine.  He 
purchased plans for a Nieuport-17  -
7/8  scale design by Graham Lee.  
Many of you have seen this beautiful 
little craft shaping up nicely in 
Vince’s garage/workshop.  At last 
report, late in February, installation 
had  begun on the cowling and it was 
fitting nicely.  (Note the picture on the 
cover page.)He’d ordered some more 
engine components and was indeed 

making good progress.  Vince is 
hoping to have the airplane ready for 
flight sometime in the summer or fall 
of 2002. 
 
If the airplane isn’t quite finished  by 
then, blame it on the fact that he is 
also responsible for phoning the south 
island group of EAA Chapter 679 
when the need arises.  (The smile in 
his voice shows through then too.)   
 
At the last Chapter meeting, Vince 
also volunteered to take on the 
coordination of Social events for the 
Chapter. 
 
Keep building too though Vince…
Your Nieuport  will do Vancouver 
Island Chapter 679 proud!  
 

 
Last Meeting, March 6th. 2002 

 
Our last meeting was held at the home of John & Pat 
Veale in Mill Bay.  Twenty-one members attended 
and the meeting got underway at 1930.  The agenda 
was full and discussions centered around the 
increasing Chapter budget and a possible need for 
increased membership dues next year.  Discussion 
also covered the Young Eagles Program. A poll of  
the members was taken  as to the number of aircraft 
seats that were available for flights.  This brought up 
concerns of insurance coverage and discussion was 
held concerning this.  Further research is being done 
on this and a report will be given at the next meeting.  
(Our thanks to Young Eagle co-ordinators Ray Carr 
and Pete Rees for their efforts.) 
 

Another item on the agenda addressed the need for 
someone to look after the Social aspects of the Chapter and Vince Doyle was quick to volunteer his efforts in 
coordinating this office.  Working with Vince will also be John Owen, for Ladysmith and Paul Ralph for Victoria.  It’s 
always good to see volunteers and without arm twisting!  When asked  for help, be sure to say  “yes.” 
 
There was other business on the agenda as well.  Details are contained in the Chapter minutes, available on the 
Chapter Web Site under the “Members Only” section.  Http://www.angelfire.com/bc2/chapter679/index.html 
 
Following the business portion of the meeting, John Veale gave a slide show of a flight he had made back in the 80’s  
 

(Continued on page 3) 

Some of our 21 members...post-meeting...post -snack….time 



(Continued from page 2) 
from Regina, Saskatchewan, to an old home town of his 
youth,  Hazelton British Columbia.  Though the trip was  
made many years ago, the message is as true today as it was 

then.  Your 
completed homebuilt 
aircraft can take you 
on some wonderful 
journeys…so keep 
building…the 
rewards are great! 
 
The evening 
concluded with 
munchies provided 
by Pat Veale.  
Judging by the empty 
plates after everyone 
left, it was a 
successful evening.   
 
Thanks Pat, and 
thanks to all who 

attended.  It takes effort from many,  but that effort will 
strenghten our already successful Chapter and I am sure the 
executive appreciated your efforts at being there. 
 
 
 
COPA President’s Award. 
 

Belated congratulations go to Rem Walker, Chairman of 
the Experimental Aircraft Association Canadian Council!  
Rem recently accepted the 2001 COPA President’s Award 
from Kevin Psutka.  The award, 
presented to Rem for his “outstanding 
contributions and support to COPA 
and private aviation in Canada” was 
made during the November planning 
meeting of a Recreational Aviation 
Planning meeting hosted by the 
Canadian Owners and Pilot’s 
Association in Ottawa. 
 
Editor’s Note:  I’ve known Rem for 
many many years.  (Rem test flew my 
Mustang ll back in the spring of 81.)  
He has given tirelessly of his time for 
countless thousands of hours over 
many years toward the benefit of 
homebuilt, and general aviation in 
Canada.  It is rarely, if ever,  that I 

have seen Rem take any credit for himself.  It is aways 
given to others.  The award is certainly deserved.   
 

 
More November News 

 
While in Edmonton recently, I spent some time browsing  
the bookshelves and magazines racks.  I came across the 
January issue of the British  magazine “Aeroplane” and 
whose picture should I come across but that of our own 
Chuck Ellsworth. 
 
This gem of information came out of the News section of  
the magazine and sported a couple 
of related pictures, Catalina Pilot 
Ellseworth and two brother 
engineers, Clive and Mark 
Edwards, and the former 
Greenpeace Catalina just flown to 
Lee-on-Solent. 
 
Old news perhaps as the delivery 
flight was made on November 10th 
from Duxford, to it’s new home at 
Lee-on-Solent, but kind of fun to 
run into the article.   
 
The article is available on the Internet.  On your browser,  
go to: www.supercatalina.com  From here click on News.  
Page down to 2nd story and then click on Aeroplane 
Monthly Report.  If you’re a fan of the Catalina/PBY it’s  
a most interesting site.  As well there are some great links  
to other aviation sites. 
 
Nice to see you show up In “Aeroplane” Chuck! 
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1981 
Rem, the year he test-flew 
The editor’s Mustang ll. 

 

“Suitcases Wanted” 
 Any style, but with 
strong handles 

 Details on Page 4 

 “Ray, I didn’t eat the last piece of cake!” 

Chuck in the Center 



 
 
Suitcases Wanted ! 
 
 

EAA Chapter 679 would like to 
borrow a very successful idea from the 
Victoria MG Club, of which your editor is also a member.  
Every meeting, we have this poor guy whose arms have 
stretched a little longer over time, lugging in a suitcase (or 
two) full of used British Car magazines.  In our case we’d 
like to substitute aviation magazines.  These will be set 
out on a table. Our EAA Chapter 679 members will 
gleefully helps themselves.   
 

Magazine Donor Rules: 
 
1.    Take as many magazines as you like.  They are free. 
2.    Feel free to bring them back to the next meeting for 

others to read.  
3.    With regard to rule # 2.  If you really want to keep 

some issues for your very own.  Well that’s fine too.  
(The volunteer with the stretched arms will thank you! 

4.    Bring along some of your own used magazines to give 
away.  You may never see them again.  That too is 
allowed. Donate only the magazines you don’t want 
returned. 

5.    Be willing  to help the Magazine guy (with the stretched 
arms) lug the magazines to and from his car at meeting 
time. 

 
We all have boxes of used aviation magazines we mean to 
read again and never do.  Let’s make them available to 
each other. Your editor will donate the first suitcase (box) 
full of magazines.  (Hey, it was my idea and I don’t want 
the new volunteer to go into shock too quickly with 80 
pounds of magazines!) 
I did say volunteer didn’t I.  Let me just remind you, that 
there are quite a few people working hard behind the 
scenes to make this Chapter successful and enjoyable for 

our members.  We do need volunteers.  Now I know my 
good friend Peter complains about the heavy suitcases he 
has to carry to and from VMGC meetings.  But he does it 
in fun, and we all appreciate his efforts a whole lot.  We’ll 
allow our volunteer to complain in good fun too, and we 
will appreciate his efforts a whole lot. 
 

Rules for the volunteer. 
 

1.    The suitcase (s) full of magazines are to be available at 
all meetings. 

2.    If you cannot make it, we ask that you find someone to 
take your place for that meeting…getting the magazines 

            to him in good time. 
3.    As a bonus you (the volunteer) get to read all 

magazines before delivering them to those not carrying 
the suitcases.  You may also keep a few for your very 
own.  No one will ask questions. 

4.    It is suggested you use a strong suitcase as boxes can be 
awkward to carry.  Oh yes….a strong handle is required. 

 
I know I’m going to be in-undated with calls from 
prospective volunteers, so I think the fairest way to settle 
this will be to award the job to the first person to offer 
either by phone 250-743-1832 or E-mail jpveale@shaw.ca   
                              
                —News Bulletin!“ 
John Owen Retires from BC Hydro March 28th.!  Ac-
cording to informed sources (Lynn, who will go unnamed,)  John is 
looking forward to many chores around the house and 
yard.  These are projects   “we think”  John has wanted to get 
to for a long time.  As well 
John plans to spend a lot of 
time exploring the valleys 
and islands of the west 
coast from the cockpit of 
his  RV-4.  From Chapter 
679, John…
Congratulations!! 
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                    Let’s Be Courteous 
                                                Submitted byBy John Owen 
 

As EAA members we should do our best to practice good 
airmanship at all times.  This is certainly a common subject 
when reading  other club’s newsletters.  We always see a 
mention of things like “I will only be parked here a short 
time” when someone parks where he or she should not.  A 
simple “May I park here or could you tell me where I could 
park?” would go a long way to maintain respect from 
others. 

 
Let’s face it, we don’t always see every ‘angle’ when we 
abandon our aircraft on a strange field or even on our own 
field.  Think of it this way.  The person you have 
prevented from enjoying his flying day or flying 
engagement because of your actions will remember you 
always!. 
 
As homebuilders, and owners of homebuilts, we certainly 
stand out in a crowd.  As Chapter 679 members, let’s try 
to be courteous wherever we go. 
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EAA Chapter 679 Membership Application 
 
   *Annual Membership Fee $10.00  (Cheque Payable to EAA Chapter 679 
 
Name        __________________________________ 
 
Address    __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City           ____________________  Province  _____________  Postal Code  ___________________ 
 
Phone        ________________________  E-mail Address  __________________________________ 
 
* EAA International Membership #  _________________  
 
EAA Chapters are groups  of individual EAA International Members who join together to enjoy aviation in their local communi-
ties and share their knowledge and enthusiasm with others.  The EAA International Chapter Office is committed to pro-viding 
services and programs for the Chapters.  The benefits are many. 
 
*  It is a requirement that Chapter Members are also members of our parent organization, EAA International. 
 
If you are not yet a member of EAA International, we’ve made it easy by providing a membership application form on the last 
page of this Newsletter.  There are  many reasons to join EAA International.  Your individual annual Membership Fee of $40.00 
U.S. includes an Official EAA Membership card; 12 issues of Sport Aviation Magazine; An invitation to participate in an EAA 
Chapter; Entry into the EAA Members’ only web site; Access to all other EAA Membership benefits and programs and also Dis-
counts to EAA International events.  Of course your Chapter 679 Membership Fee is mailed to the address above. 

Mail Application and cheque to: 
John Owen, EAA Chapter 679 Treasurer, 
3826 Shellbeach Road 
Ladysmith, B.C. V9G 1K9 

The President’s Message 
                                      …….George Carpenter 
 

John has moved me to page five...not sure why.  Maybe 
the best things are last?  The Chapter is moving along 
thanks to the members efforts.  Thanks to John Owen, our 
web site has new content.  (Vince Doyle’s Nieuport.)  We 
had a great show of members at the last meeting...a good 
sign, and it makes it easier to sit in front of the group with 
the executive when you all come.   
 
I am happy to see members digging to help where they 
can, and more seats for Young Eagles is important and I 
hope insurance concerns can be overcome by summer. 
 
With our low budget Chapter, it was good to see the sug-
gestion made to overcome the Coffee & Donut problem! 
Important subject! 
 
Also, should you want to contact me I am at Cassidy Han-
gar every day.  It’s rather cold, but both wing tips are on 
the Powell Racer and I just have to wait for warmer 
weather for glue work. 
 

I am confident it 
will fly, but if 
not, I will still 
have the fastest 
go-cart on the 
airport! 
 
See you at the 
next meeting, 
April 3rd.  Fly 
carefully. 
 
                    
                          Internet Destination         
 
Okay, your editor is biased toward the Mustang ll, but I 
want to tell you about a wonderful builder’s site I am sure 
you would enjoy.  It’s a Mustang ll site, but has some great 
construction shots as well as travel photos.  The site be-
longs to Rick Henry, an airline pilot who also travels a lot 
with his Mustang ll.  Looking for a destination?  How  
about his flight to Managuana & Rum Cay, Bahamas.  
And...many others.  His address: 
          www.experimentalairplane.com/index.html 

Dated...but that’s George & the Powell Racer 



Newsletter Information 
Island ‘Tale’ - Winds is the official publication of Vancouver Island EAA Chapter 679.  Opinions expressed in it’s issues are not necessarily those of the  EAA  , 
EAA Chapter 679,  it’s  officers and members  or of the Editor.  Island ‘Tale’ - Winds will be published 10 to 12 times a year and will be distributed  to all ‘Paid-
up’ Chapter  members by E-mail where possible and all others  by surface mail.  Newsletter articles, pictures, For Sales & Wants etc. are welcome but must be 
typewritten and submitted to the Editor  no later  than the middle of each month.  Please confirm with the Editor that there will be an issue published in that month 
if your submission is time sensitive.  Submissions by the membership are encouraged.  Island ‘Tale’ - Winds may be printed without permission,  provided credit 
is given to both the author and the source.  The editor’s address can be found on the front cover, under Executive & Committees. 
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 Inside the Editor’s Mind (Scary Thought!) 

I don’t need accolades to put together a Newsletter, but I 
do thank you for your positive comments relative to our 
first issue last month.  I’m enjoying the challenge and I 
know you will too as you get a little adventuresome and 
begin to submit some of your own material for publica-
tion.  Want help?  You only need to ask me.  Hey, I’m no 
expert either!  We’ll learn this stuff together.  Thanks to 
others who have already contributed material.  Much ap-
preciated. 
 
If you are having any problem receiving your Newsletter, 
please let me know. 
 
Included with this newsletter (to former Chapter 679 
members only)  is a special letter inviting them to rejoin 
the Chapter.  We hope many of them will respond to that 
invitation.  As regular members,  do make new and re-
turning members welcome.  It can be pretty intimidating 
attending meetings where you don’t know anyone! 

                      

                                                                ...John Veale 
Next Meeting, April 3, 2002   

 

We meet at the Duncan Flying Club at 1930 hrs.  You 
are encouraged to attend.  (Don’t forget your loonie dona-
tion for donuts and coffee.) 
 
Homework Assignment  Our entertainment coordina-
tors are in place now, but it is not just their job to find 
things for us to do...it is our job to come up with ideas for 
them.  So in preparation for the next meeting, jot down 
your ideas….BBQ’s...picnics…activities that can include 
our wives/partners….project tours….Annual dress-up 
Banquet and Annual meeting…annual award plaques for 
builders who have completed and flown their airplanes...
maybe even a gag award for something gone awry….Ask 
your wives for ideas too!  Come prepared with ideas on 
paper and you can hand them in to our coordinators. 
 
The Chapter needs you so we’ll see you at the Duncan 
Flying Club, April 3rd at 1930 hrs.   

EAA Chapter 679 

Caution !  Most of our EAA Chapter 679 Members have paid their annual Chapter dues.  As you know, we 
run on a very limited budget.  So...this will be the last newsletter sent to members that are in arrears on their 
Chapter dues.  The newsletter will be re-instituted only when dues are paid.  Our thanks for your coopera-
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