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Los-Angeles

By Javid Husseynov

http://javid.ca
Azeri Community in LA had so far the best Novruz party, which took place on March 21st. The event was organized by combined efforts of local Azeri community at Rits restaurant in L.A. and attended by over 50 Azerbaijanis. A special performance and presence of renowned Azeri singer and actress Sona Aslanova (many of you know her as Gulnaz from "O Olmasin Bu Olsun" musical) as well as all-evening performance by famous Azeri pop-star Firangiz Ragimbekova (both now living in LA) made the event very colorful and enjoyable. Azeri food and drinks were served to guests.

Hopefully, such events will repeat in near future. The next celebration is expected on May 28th.

New York/New Jersey

By Tomris Azeri can be contacted at <tomris@att.net>
Azerbaijan Society of America organized its annual Novruz Bayram celebrations on March 16th, at the Wayne Manor in New Jersey. Over 240 guests of ASA attended, including the staff of the Azerbaijani embassy in the US, Azeri Mission to the UN, Turkish Consulate General, members of Azeri-Jewish community in the US and the South Azerbaijani community. ASN TV crew attendee as well and made an excellent video presentation for Azeri viewers. 
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For the second year in a row, ASA has honored three active Azeri students in the US for their hard work and dedication to promoting Azerbaijan in the US. This year the recipients of the award were Taleh Ziyadov from Wisconsin, Siraj Mahmudov from Pennsylvania and Zaur Mammadov from Massachusets.

Future plans of ASA include the celebration of May 28, the independence day of Azerbaijan and participation in the Turkish Parade in New York city.

Bloomington, Indiana

By Fariz Ismailzade

fariz_1998@yahoo.com
Novruz celebrations in Indiana took place at the Indiana University campus on March 23, 2002. A group of Azeris and representatives of other Central Asian countries put together a wonderful program, where each country either presented a song, a theatrical skid or music. Azerbiajan was the only country who was presented twice.

First, a group of Azeri students presented a skid on how we celebrate Novruz at home, with all the guests coming, song singing and food cooking. Then, a group of American students in a choir sang two songs in Azeri. It was absolutely wonderful. They rocked the stage and the whole audience of maybe 150 people were standing and clapping.
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Then there was a cultural and food exhibition, where Azeri students presented our food and cultural items, books, brochures to foreigners. It was extremely nice. 

And then in the evening, the faculty at the Indiana University and member of Azeri community Shahryan Daneshgah invited about 30 Azeri students, local residents and guests to his house. Guests spent five hours there, eating wonderful food, singing dozens of Azeri songs and dancing under Azeri songs.
And all of the credits go to all of the Azeri students there. They spent many hours practicing and preparing foods and exhibition. Excellent!!! Good job to all of you, Gunduz, Anar, Nailya, Aysel and her husband, Sevda, Besti khanum, Rovshan, Aynur, Yulya, Shahryar and his family.


.

Congress of World Azerbaijanis meets State Dept official 


Baku, January 30, Assa-Irada
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Representatives of the Congress of World Azerbaijanis (CWA), 
headquartered in Sweden, met with US State Department specialist on Iran, Joanna Levinson. Azeri delegates touched upon reported human 
rights abuses of the non-Persian population in Iran, including 
Azerbaijanis, who number over 30 million there. It was underscored that the Iranian regime is wantonly destroying Azeri monuments, changing geographic names of Azeri origin, banning inclusion of the 
names of national heroes and historic figures in textbooks and 
operation of social and political organizations set up to protect the 
human rights of Azeri population in Iran. The Azeri delegation said 
there is no freedom of statement in Iran, nationalist-minded people 
are languishing in jails, the authorities prohibit to give children Azeri names, etc. 

D. Levinson indicated she had detailed information on the work of the CWA, saying she had always been interested in the problems of Azeri people. Mrs. Levinson stressed the need for forging closer relations with the CWA. The parties decided to hold similar meetings once in 
three months.

 
The annual reports of the US State Department may publish minutes of the meeting on February 22, the CWA said in a statement Tuesday. 


source: http://www.azerigenocide.org
ASA Organizes a Khojali Lecture at the US Congress
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On February 22, 2002 Azerbaijan Society of America, with the help of the Azerbaijani embassy in the US organized a meeting at the US Congress. The meeting was devoted to the 10th anniversary of Khojali massacre, conducted by Armenian aggressors. The representatives of the US State Department, Congress, Pentagon, foreign embassies, Azerbaijani and Turkish communities in the USA as well as ordinary Americans attended the meeting. American journalist Thomas Goltz, who witnessed the Xocali events, delivered a speech.
An ethnic Azeri becomes an Estonian Minister

TALLINN, Jan 25, 2002 (Itar-Tass via COMTEX)

The list of  new  members of the Estonian Cabinet to be led by Siim Kallas  was approved by President Arnold Ruutel. For the first time in the past decade a non-Estonian  becomes a Cabinet member. That is Population Minister Eldar  Efendiyev, former Mayor of Narva that borders on Russia and has 96 percent of ethnic Russian residents.

Coordinating Council set up
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As a result of the work of the first Congress of World Azerbaijanis, the Coordinating Council with the Azerbaijanis around the world has been set up. For further contact, please write to Zaur Aliyev at zaur_ali@hotmail.com


News from Vatan- Azerbaijani Society of the UK [image: image7.png]\
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Khodjaly Memorial Lecture

Ethnic Cleansing of Azerbaijanis in Karabagh
On 26 of February 2002, Vatan, Azerbaijani Society of the UK held a lecture at the London School of Economics and Political Science. The event marked yet another step in Vatan’s Karabagh Campaign. It has been ten years since the atrocity at Khodjaly, where over 800 Azerbaijani civilians became victims of ethnic cleansing perpetrated by the Armenian armed forces, aided by the CIS troops stationed in Khankendi (presently Stepanakert).

 The event sought to commemorate the tragedy as well as to raise the issue in the UK. A panel of four distinguished speakers presented multi-faceted views on the Khodjaly events and, in its context, on the Karabagh conflict in general. The audience heard from Mr Murad Gassanly, Mr Thomas Goltz, Prof. Sabri-Tabrizi and Mr David Barchard. 

 Murad Gassanly, born in 1979, graduated from London School of Economics and Political Science with a Bachelor degree in Social Policy and Government and is soon to start his Masters degree in Global Politics at Birkbeck College, University of London. Originally from Karabagh, he is an active member of Azerbaijani community in the UK and is currently chairperson of Vatan Society. He is also a non commissioned officer with Royal Green Jackets, King’s Royal Rifles.
Mr Goltz is an author, journalist, lecturer and TV producer on Caucasus Region of former USSR. He has been published in Washington Post, New York Times, US News and World Report, Businessweek and London Sunday Times and has also produced several documentary pieces for BBC TV.  His book on Azerbaijan – Azerbaijan Diary: A Rogue Reporter’s Adventures in an Oil-rich, War-torn, Post Soviet Republic has been declared essential reading on that state by Library Journal to Brill’s Content. It is now used as a classroom text in various American universities dealing with post Soviet Affairs. He is an eyewitness to the Massacre.

Prof. Sabri-Tabrizi is a distinguished academician who teaches at both University of Edinburgh and Baku State University. He has lectured extensively on Azerbaijan and related issues as well as on history of Iran. He is an author of multiple publications, which include historical works, academic articles, as well as published works of poetry and critical examinations of Western and Middle Eastern Literature. He made a number of television appearances for BBC and Channel 4. In 2001 he was elected vice president of the Coordination Committee of Baku Worldwide Azerbaijani Forum.

Mr David Barchard, is an author, freelance journalist and consultant on Turkish issues. He is a Researcher specialising in Turkey and the Turkic world. He travelled extensively throughout Azerbaijan and Turkey and has first hand knowledge on the issues concerning Azerbaijan and experience of the events that took and are taking place in Azerbaijan. 

 The speakers covered a variety of issues concerning the actual events on the night of the tragedy as well as wider Karabagh conflict. Mr Goltz stated categorically that the Armenian actions constituted ethnic cleansing – a view that was echoed by other speakers and the audience, which included representatives of the UK Foreign Office, British and Azerbaijani press, embassies as well as MPs, LSE students and academic staff of the University of London.

 On this tragic day for Azeri people, the truth about Khodjaly massacre was at last being made known in Britain. Vatan Society will continue with its efforts in the Karabagh Campaign and will be holding more events in the near future.

Vatan Society would like to thank various organisations and societies that assisted in making this event possible. These include Azerbaijani Embassy in the UK, Baku Worldwide Azerbaijanis Forum, Azeri Turk Society, British Azerbaijani Society, and World Congress of Azerbaijanis.

“Armenian ‘Genocide’ - Myth in the Making”

On 25 January 2002, the London School of Economics played a host to a lecture entitled “Armenian ‘Genocide” - Myths and Facts”, given by a distinguished Turkish historian Dr Esat Arslan.

 The lecture, organized by C.A.T.R., sought to counter the effects of a propaganda drive, launched by the Armenian lobby  in the UK in the weeks leading up to Britain’s second national Holocaust Memorial Day on 26.01.02.

Dr Esat Arslan, who currently teaches at Ankara and Bilkent universities and Turkey’s Military Academy, used the lecture to provide  a balanced overview of Turkish-Armenian relations since the MIddle Ages up to W.W.I. His presentation charted the development of Armenian nationalism in the Ottoman Empire, culminating with the establishment of revolutionary nationalist parties - A.R.F. (better known as Dashnak Party) and Hnchak - at the end of 19 Century. Referring to Turkish, Armenian and Russian sources Dr Arslan demonstrated how events of 1915 were preceded by a mass revolutionary rebellion of the Armenian minority, who conspired with Russian imperial forces in W.W.I and sought to destroy pax-Ottomana in Eastern Anatolia.

The lecture covered issues ranging from the effects of ethnic cleansing of native Moslems of the Caucasus by Armenian armed regiments between 1914 and 1920, to consequent attempts by the Armenian establishment to distort historical facts to ensure that Armenians are seen as genuine victims in a Turkish attempt to destroy them, rather than rebels who waged a full-scale war against Ottoman authorities in alliance with a foreign power.

Dr Arslan emphasized that unlike other cases, the issue of the so-called Armenian “genocide” is laden with racist undertones as Armenians and their allies in Western countries seek to demonize modern Turkish Republic her people and bully Turkey into submission by encouraging political rather than judicial or academic international recognition of the alleged genocide.

C.A.T.R. will continue with its work to provide a balanced discussion on Turkey, Turkic world and related issues and combat the spread of xenophobia and racism directed against people of Turkic origin in the UK.

___________________________

C.A.T.R. is a non-governmental, non-profit organization, uniting Turkic communities and Turkish campaigning groups in the UK against anti-Turkic propaganda and the spread of racial hostility towards people of Turkic origin.

Founding members of C.A.T.R. :

¨       UK Council of Turkish Student Societies

¨       Vatan, Azerbaijani Society of the UK

¨       Justice Euro (Trukish Cyprus)

¨       Azerbaijani Turk Community
Contact Murad Oguz- Gassanly 

<m.oguz-gassanly@lse.ac.uk>
Azerbaijan Academic Society in Germany


In order to commemorate 10th Anniversary of Khojali Massacre in Germany Azerbaijan Academic Society has done the following:

1) Demonstration of Khojali Film of Chingiz Mustafayev (ANS ChM) within the frames of
Azerbaijani Evening on January 14)
2) TV and Radio Programs:
a. TV programs in Berlin and Essen
b. Radio program in Bochum

3) The article was printed in newspaper (WAZ -
Westfalen Allgemeine Zeitung).
For further information, please contact  Ilham Akbarov at 

< ilham_akbarov@usa.net>
LEAGUE OF AZERIS IN THE UKRAINE

The League of Azeris operates in the central Ukranian city of Dnepropetrovsk, uniting  some 20,000 people. The League has rented a three-story office 800 square meters wide to accommodate the House of Azerbaijan. The premises are used to conduct mass undertakings, including teaching Azeri children their mother tongue, Azerbaijan history and folk dances.

Head of the League Hafiz Pashayev said in an interview with AssA-Irada  that the entity is planning to issue the "Azerbaijan's lights" newspaper  once in two months. The publication is designed not only to meet the needs of thousands of Azerbaijanis living in the Ukraine, but also fortify the friendly relations between the two countries and push the truth about  the independent Azerbaijan into international spotlight, he underscored.

THE BUREAU OF NEWS OF THE WORLD'S AZERIS HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED

13 MARCH, AZER-PRESS. 

The Association for Integrity of Azerbaijan, and the World Azeri Congress have established a news bureau of the world's Azeri people. The message that Azer-press has received from the Association says that the bureau's emergence is the result of the

web-conference that had been organised for the Azeri people living around

the world a few days ago.

The Association and the World Azeri Congress are discussing the financial aspects of the new venture, and are choosing a location for it. The bureau's mission is to gather and disseminate the information about the events in Azerbaijan and around Azerbaijan. The bureau is also called to back up joint activities and undertakings of the Azeri people living in various countries of the world.

New Web Sites

Azeri Diaspora Organization “All-Russian Congress of Azerbainani” has opened a new web site for their organization. Please visit it at 

WWW.ROSAZCONGRESS.RU
Azerbaijan Federation of Sweden has also launched a new website. Please visit it at http://www.azerbaycanfederasiyonu.com/indexaz.htm
 

Read the monthly newsletter of Azerbaijani- Turk Community of Britain at 

www.azerbaijan.8m.com

New Organizations’ Contacts

Australia-Azerbaijan Society was founded in September 1992. It has over 1000 members and since 1996, Mr. Ahmad Geybi has been the organization’s president. Some of the activities of the society include: 

1) Celebration of national holidays

2) Establishment of networking among world and local Azeris

3) Promotion of Azerbaijan’s culture, music, literature and language

4) Establishment of a book club

5) Networking with other Turkic people

6) Establishment of Azeri societies in other cities.

For further information, please contact Mr. Geybi at < a_geybi@hotmail.com>

Congress of European Azerbaijanis *************
Tel (+372) 6012580
Fax(+372) 6012584
GSM(+372) 55 80 131
ESTONIA , Tallinn
Head-Office : Narva street 96a
Index 10127
E-Mail : Congress_of_European_Azerbaijanis@hotmail.com
                             CEA_AAK@europe.com 

In the aftermath of September 11 terrorist events, our Diaspora should be active in revealing the truth about Armenian terrorism, which caused much suffering to Azeri and Turkish people. In this article, Ismayil Abdulazimov talks about the history of Armenian terrorism.

By Ismayil Abdulazimov 

M/A student of Baku State University

< ismayil1980@yahoo.com>

The beginning of 1970s was marked with renewal of Armenian libelous campaign against Turkey which alleged that the Ottoman Empire has, ostensibly, committed “genocide” the Armenian people in the World War I years. During the last decades this campaign, constantly accompanied by terrorist acts, inexorably continued and involved killings of the Turkish diplomats in various parts of the world by the Armenian terrorist organizations. These organizations have the following aims: 1) establishment of an independent Armenia in the “liberated” Turkish territories; 2) condemnation of Turkey for the “genocide” committed the against the Armenian people; 3) compensation for the “genocide”.

However, after the collapse of the USSR, the Armenian terrorism changed its direction and transformed into a tool of aggressive policy against Azerbaijan, which has been carried out under the screen of “struggle of the Armenians of Karabakh for self-determination”. The Armenian terrorist organizations added another demands to the above-mentioned goals: the borders of independent Armenia should include the territories mentioned in the Sevres Treaty, plus Karabakh and Nakhchivan, which are internationally recognized parts of Azerbaijan, and Akhalkalaki, part of Georgia.

With the collapse of the Soviet Union the policy of terrorism in Armenia was elevated to the state level. This was accompanied by a rapid arming of Armenia. Thus, the Paris newspaper “Le Journal du Dimanche” dated January 24, 1990 wrote: “During last weeks planes from Lebanon loaded with heavy arms, mortars, and machine-guns continued to land in the Yerevan airport. Unloading was carried out at night and under guarding of the Armenian customs officials”. Terrorist activities organized this time not only by various terrorist organizations but also directly by the Armenian secret service began namely from this period (blasts in the Baku metro with involvement of the current Armenian president Robert Kocharian). Hundreds of Azerbaijani civilians became victims of these terrorist acts.

There are a lot of facts proving close ties of Armenian authorities with prominent members of international terrorism.

Varujan Karapetyan was sentenced to life imprisonment for blast in the “Orlies” airport in Paris in 1983. But according to the French laws, a person sentenced to life imprisonment may be released after 15 years with provision that he must leave France. Certainly, the Armenian authorities could not miss the chance to free the terrorist. In May 2000 Karapetyan was released and left for Armenia. It is notable that more than 1.2 million citizens of Armenia signed a petition in support of Karapetyan’s release from prison and even a school in Armenia was named after him. He was received as a national hero and the prime-minister of Armenia promised to solve all his problems.

If terrorism is considered as quite acceptable method of fighting on international level among Armenians, then why not to use this tactic in internal politics affairs? Modern history of Armenia gives full answer for this question. As a reference we can note a series of political assassinations, which still remain mostly unrevealed. And terrorist act dated 27.10.1999 has become the biggest evidence of this. It’s interesting that Nairi Unanyan – the leader of a gang that committed the crime- justifies his actions saying that he prevented Armenian people from genocide by murdering parliamentarians Damirchan and Sarkisyan. Hidden detonator of terrorism starts to work against Armenia itself. Armenian government and Armenian society being unable to condemn terrorism as acceptable method of fighting, bringing terrorists to national heroes level, example for youth, and while Armenians will keep on teaching how to hate their neighbors (national anthem of R. A. teaches this) terrorism in Armenia will live even in upcoming generations as a part of Armenian society.

Armenian terrorism has a bloody history. Roots of Armenian terrorism refer to establishment of first Armenian political parties.

Yet in 1892 the conception of "Dashnaktsutyun" was set – establishment of frivolous democratic republic; and also ways of approaching this goal were set: 1) armed rebellion; 2) intensive revolutionizing of Armenians; 3) terror and ruining of governmental officials and bodies. Later Armenians were covering all their actions with the slogans “revenge for genocide” and “struggle for creation of Great Armenia”.

The Armenian terrorism is an integral part of the international terrorism. It is widely known that A. Akopyan, the founder of ASALA, was one of the terrorists, who were guilty in the bloody murder of Israeli sportsmen in Munich in 1972. ASALA keeps close contacts with such terrorist organizations as PKK, Hizbullah, Islamic Jihad, etc. Armenian terrorists are financed by incomes from drug business and contributions of wealthy Armenians. World-famous terrorist Carlos confessed that “his organization established efficient relations with Armenian terrorists” in order to use drug trade to make money for continuation of the fight with “imperialist forces”.

Thus, contacts of Armenian terrorists and their close collaboration with other terrorist organizations, support and approval of their actions by the leaders of the Republic of Armenia reveal an international characteristic of Armenian terrorism and confirm that the terrorism is an integral part of both internal and foreign state policy of Armenia. 

by  Rufat Hamidov

February 26, 1992 forever will remain in history as a day, when 613 Azerbaijanis were massacred in Khodjaly town in Nagorno Karabakh region of the Azerbaijan Republic.  Among them were 106 women, 83 children. 56 people were killed with special brutality. 1275 people were taken into hostage and even though afterwards most of the hostages were released from captivity, the fate of 150 of them is still unknown.

The atrocities made by army of the Republic of Armenia with support of the Russian armed forces became a challenge to all civilized world. However, the world has not reacted and still does not react to the sufferings of the people who lost their families, left their homes and are forced to live in refugee camps. Those terrorists, whose hands stuck in the blood of Azerbaijanis, are nowadays still on freedom. Some of them even govern the country, which is the member of the UN, OSCE, Council of Europe and other international organizations. It only speaks that the world till now has not learned to react adequately to genocide and other actions of brutality. 

Today when 10 years since Khojaly tragedy have passed and the world struggles with terrorism, the actions, which will bring us closer to the justice, are especially important. And the duty of every Azerbaijanis and each man who does not want to allow the second Khodjaly in the future, consists in supporting these actions. 

Rufat Hamidov is a graduate of school of law at the Baku State University. He can be contacted at rufat1918@yahoo.co.uk
On April 11-13, 2002, Association for Study of Nationalities organized its annual conference at the Columbia University in New York. The conferences featured panels on Caucasus, Central Asia, Eastern Europe, Russia, Chechnya and Turkey. Nearly 700 panelists from all over the world attended.

Society for Azerbaijani Studies, led by Dr. Evan Siegel sponsored a panel on Azerbaijan, titled “Azerbaijan: Past, Present and the Future”. The panel included presentations on Azeri refugees by Elshad Iskenderov (Azerbaijan’s Mission to the UN), on Nagorno-Karabakh peace process by Fariz Ismailzade (Washington University in St. Louis), and on Azeri Economy by Peter Laurens (Carlson Investments).

Other Azeri participants at the conference were Prof. Eldar Ismaylov from Baku State University, Mirvari Teymurova and Sevda Mamedova from Indiana University.

For more information, please contact Dr. Evan Siegel at 

< azerbaijansociety@yahoo.com>
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The “Azeri Voice” Newsletter is published by Azerbaijan Society of America. It expresses the views of Azeris around the world. The editorial staff of the newsletter bares no responsibility for the content of materials, submitted for the publication. For comments, contributions or subscriptions, please contact Fariz Ismailzade at fariz_1998@yahoo.com
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