Mr. Goto

Senior Government


Topic:

THE JUDICIAL BRANCH - COURTS


Unit Lesson #2 – Federal Court System, Jurisdiction, And Judges

(Tu. 4/13/04)

State Standard:

2SS-P6
Analyze the structure, powers, and roles of the judicial branch of the United States government, including landmark United States Supreme Court decisions.

Objectives and Expectations for Learning:

The students will understand the function and roles of the Judicial Branch as stated in Article III of the United States Constitution.

The students will understand the difference between Constitution and Special Courts.

Anticipatory Set:


What were we talking about yesterday?
Court cases: New Jersey vs. T.L.O.


Why were we talking about that?


What is a Plaintiff?  What is a Defendant?
Direct Instruction:
The students will be introduced to the judicial branch, which is laid out in Article III of the U.S. Constitution and provides courts to interpret the laws and establish justice.  Outline attached.

The students will then complete a worksheet over the Judicial branch and information regarding the Inferior Courts.

Guided Practice:


Students will have time to refer to one another as well as ask the teacher for clarification.


www.uscourts.gov

Closure:


Summary Closure:
What is one thing we learned today?





This is what you can expect tomorrow…






Supreme Court






Plessy vs. Ferguson






Brown vs. Board of Education, Topeka

Summative Assessment: Worksheets will be collected for points at the end of class.

I.
Article III – Judicial Branch

II.
Federal Courts



Constitutional Courts – Article III



Special Courts – Article I


Jurisdiction



Subject Matter and Parties



Exclusive Jurisdiction and Concurrent Jurisdiction



Original Jurisdiction and Appellate Jurisdiction

III.
Judges

IV.
Inferior Courts

V.
Review

Objectives

*Understand the function and roles of the Judicial Branch as stated in Article III of the United States Constitution.

*Understand the difference between Constitution and Special Courts.
Why do we need a Judicial branch in our government?

What are they responsible for doing?

I. Article III of the U.S. Constitution


-Courts are needed to interpret and apply the law



Ex. Use the student handbook on a particular policy


-Establishes a Supreme Court


-Establishes the right of Congress to create lower Federal courts, (Congress "may"…)


-Those inferior to the Supreme Court established by Congress

II. Federal Courts



Constitutional Courts: "regular" or Article III courts; 




Ex. Court of International Trade, District Courts, Supreme Court



Special Courts: narrow range of topics base on regulation of Article I powers




Ex. Court of Veterans Appeals, Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces





Claims Court, Tax Court, District Courts


Jurisdiction of the Federal Courts, authority to hear and decide a case



Subject Matter, what is the case about?




-Application or interpretation of any Federal Law and the Constitution




-Matters pertaining to the sea


Parties, who's involved?




-United States official or agency




-Foreign officials




-State vs. State, or citizens from different States




-American citizen suing a foreign government/official




-Citizen of one sate 

Exclusive Jurisdiction: only courts that hear cases involving Federal crimes, patents, foreign officials 



Concurrent Jurisdiction: State and Federal courts may hear



Original Jurisdiction: court that heard the case first, first rulings

Appellate Jurisdiction: hears a case on appeal and may overturn or modify original rulings

III. Judges



-Appointed by the President to serve in office during "good behavior"




-Senate confirms appointments

-Constitutional Court appointments are for life: must be impeached, resign, retire, or die

-Supreme Court pay ($177,000), Special Courts (range above $140, 000: 41-44)

IV. Inferior Courts


What does it mean to be inferior?  What are these courts inferior to?


District Courts



-courts spread across the United States 


Courts of Appeals



-tries to take the burden off of the Supreme Court

TOMORROW: we will go over the tests and talk about two cases.


Supreme Court, Plessy vs. Ferguson and Brown vs. Board of Education for Thursday.

IS THERE ANYWHERE ON CAMPUS THAT ONLY SENIORS CAN GO, NO FRESHMAN?

***Extra time, go over tests from last unit


*Pass out papers

CLOSURE:
Summary Closure- 
What did we learn today?  One thing about courts?






What do you expect to learn about tomorrow?








Name ___________________








Period _____

THE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM

1.  List and define the two different types of Federal Courts?


-


-

2.  How do you define Jurisdiction?

3.  What is the difference between Exclusive Jurisdiction and Concurrent Jurisdiction?

4.
What type of courts have only Original Jurisdiction?


What type of courts have only Appellate Jurisdiction?

Which specific court exercises both Original and Appellate Jurisdiction?

5.  Who is responsible for nominating judges to the Supreme Court as well as other federal courts?

6.  How long is a term for a judge of a Constitutional Court?  Are all terms this long?

7.  What inferior courts are known as the "gatekeepers" of the Supreme Court and what is their role?

8.  What type of inferior courts are placed in different judicial regions across the United States

Draw a diagram representing the hierarchy of the United States Judicial branch.  The Supreme Court will be at the top of your drawing, underneath the Supreme Court will be the Inferior Courts, Courts of Appeals.  (Example can be found on page 463.)











KEY

THE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM

1.  What are the two different types of Federal Courts?


-CONSTITUTIONAL

-SPECIAL

2.  How would you define Jurisdiction?


RIGHT TO HEAR AND TRY A CASE

3.  What is the difference between Exclusive Jurisdiction and Concurrent Jurisdiction?


EXLCUSIVE JURISDICTION APPLIES ONLY TO THAT ONE COURT, CONCURRENT MEANS IT IS ELIGIBLE IN EITHER.
4.
What type of courts only have Original Jurisdiction?



DISTRICT COURTS


What type of courts only have Appellate Jurisdiction?



COURTS OF APPEALS
Which court has both Original and Appellate Jurisdiction?



SUPREME COURT

5.  Who is responsible for nominating judges to the Supreme Court as well as other federal courts?


PRESIDENT

6.  How long is a term for a judge of a Constitutional Court?  Are all terms this long?


LIFE, YES, ALL CONSTITUTIONAL COURTS ARE

SOME SPECIAL COURTS ARE LIMITED 


CLAIMS COURT – 15 YEARS


TERRITORIAL COURTS – 10 YEARS

7.  Which inferior court is known as the "gatekeepers" of the Supreme Court and what is their role?



COURTS OF APPEALS, hear appeals from lower courts

8.  What type of inferior courts are placed in different judicial regions across the United States



DISTRICT COURTS


SUPREME COURT





SUPREME COURT





12 US COURTS OF APPEALS





US COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE FEDERAL CICUIT





US COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE ARMED FORCES





MILITARY COURTS





US COURT OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE





US CLAIMS COURT





US COURT OF VETERANS APPEALS





TERRITORIAL COURTS





US DISTRICT COURTS





COURTS OF D.C.





HIGHEST STATE COURTS








