Mr. Goto

Senior Government


Topic:

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH - CONGRESS


Unit Lesson #8– Committees in Congress (Th. 4/1//04)

State Standard:

2SS-P4
Analyze the structure, powers, and roles of the legislative branch of the United States.

Objectives and Expectations for Learning:

The students will the significance and roles of committees in Congress.

Anticipatory Set:

Draw a chart on the board outlining the structure of the House and the Senate.


Who serves as the head of the House/Senate? Speaker of House/President of Senate


Who is the "back up" president of the Senate? President Pro Tempore


What are the floor leaders and their assistants? Maj./Min. Floor Leaders and Whips


Who are the leaders or chairmen of committees? Committee Chairman

Direct Instruction:
Our chart ends with the Committees.  Who determines the members that will serve in Committee?

The Majority Leader has full control over who is going in and what bills take top priority. The Majority Floor Leader has a lot of power over passing legislation in Congress.

The students will break up into 6 groups.  Each group will be responsible for:


What is the role of the Committee?


Why does it exist?


Give an example of the Committee type.


(Nomination and Roles of the Committee Chairman.)

Groups:



Standing Committee 

Select Committee

Joint Committee 


Conference Committee



House Rules Committee 

Committee Chairman


After groups gather information, they will present it to the class while their classmates take notes.

Guided Practice:

As groups work the teacher will walk around assisting groups with questions or making sure they are on task.
Summative Assessment: Each student will turn in their notes from their presentation as well as their notes from the other groups.

Closure:



What is the responsibility of the Committee Chairman?




…Standing Committees?




…Select Committees?



Why do you think they call the House Rules Committee the traffic cop?
http://congress.indiana.edu/learn_about/index.htm

http://thomas.loc.gov/home/lawsmade.bysec/introtocomm.html

Who determines the members that will serve on committees?


-Party Caucus', members are nominated to serve on committees


-Majority Floor Leader



-Determines members who will go into 

Standing Committee


-Permanent groups in Congress


-Bills or measures referred to a committee for further study 

Select Committee


-Committee set up for a special purpose or for a limited time


-Mostly set up for investigation


-Assigned by the Speaker/President with advice of the Floor Leaders

Joint Committee

-Consisting of both bodies (House and Senate)

-Mostly for investigation

Conference Committee


-Conference between the House and Senate if a bills come out differently


-Iron out differences

House Rules Committee


-House of Representative -"Traffic Cop"


-Bills must pass here after coming out of Committee


-Can speed, delay, or prevent House action on a bill

Committee Chairman


-Nominated by the majority party


-Decides when to meet, if a bill is even worth discussing







