Mr. Goto

Senior Government


Topic:

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH - CONGRESS


Unit Lesson #6 – Finish “Mr. Smith”

Organization of Congress- House and Senate (Tues. 3/30/04)

State Standard:

2SS-P4
Analyze the structure, powers, and roles of the legislative branch of the United States.

Objectives and Expectations for Learning:

The students will learn about the U.S. Senate as well as part of the bill process through viewing "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington".

The students will understand the terminology associated with the organization and roles of the United States Legislative Branch (Congress).

Anticipatory Set:


Review parts of the “Mr. Smith” video.


Have important names written on the board.



What does Paine accuse Smith guilty of?



What is Smith’s tactic in getting the Senate on his side?



Where did we leave off?

Direct Instruction:
- The first part of the day’s instruction will come through the continuation of viewing the video “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.”

-When the video has concluded, have the student’s pair up and discuss the video.

-Provide the class with a set of terms (Positions in Congress) as well as a set of definitions.  The class is to match up the term with the correct definition and write it down.

-Students will match them up


-Possible, give a group a position



-Why are they the most important position in Congress?
Floor Leaders (Maj/Min), Whip, President Pro Tempore, President of the Senate, Committee Chairman, Speaker of the House

Guided Practice:

During the video, the teacher will walk around class addressing questions and pausing the video when needed to cover points.

While students attempt to match up definitions with terms, the teacher will walk around trying to help out 

Summative Assessment: Students will turn in video questionnaires at the end of class.


Definitions from the day will also be collected form each student.

IMP NAMES from “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington”


Jefferson Smith


Joseph Paine


Gov. Hubert “Happy” Hopper


Jim Taylor


Clarissa Saunders


Susan Paine
TERMS AND DEFINITIONS (positions as of 2004)
Speaker of the House- presides over the House of Representatives; chosen by and from the majority party in the House


Dennis Hastert, R

President of the Senate- presides over the Senate; Vice President of the United States


Dick Chaney, R

President Pro Tempore- Senator who presides over the Senate in the absence of the president of the Senate


Ted Stevens, R

Floor Leaders- Congressmen/Senators who are picked to carry out party decisions and steer legislative action towards party goals.

Senate
Majority-Tom Frist, R

House
Majority- Tom DeLay, R

Minority-Tom Daschle, D

Minority-Nancy Pelosi, D

Whip- assistants to the floor leaders, responsible for monitoring and marshalling votes.

Party Caucus- Meeting of party leaders or members to conduct party business.

Committee Chairman- Member of Congress who heads a standing (permanent) or select (temporary) committee.

Seniority Rule- Members with the longest records of service often get top posts, Committee Chairmen.

January 3rd- Congress convenes at noon of this day every year.

Term- This is the time an official is in office; their time between elections.

Special Session- Congressional session called for by the President of the United States.

Committee of the Whole- Committee consisting of the entire legislative body.

Quorum- Least number of members who must be present to conduct business in Congress.

Constituents- All the persons represented by a legislator or other elected officials.

Oversight Function- Review of the Executive branch's politics and programs by Congress.
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Presides over the House of Representatives; chosen by and from the majority party in the House

Dennis Hastert, Republican

Presides over the Senate; Vice President of the United States

Dick Chaney, Republican

Senator who presides over the Senate in the absence of the president of the Senate

Ted Stevens, Republican

Congressmen/Senators who are picked to carry out party decisions and steer legislative action towards party goals.

Senate Majority-Tom Frist, R

 Senate Minority-Tom Daschle, D

House Majority- Tom DeLay, R

House Minority-Nancy Pelosi, D
Assistants to the floor leaders, responsible for monitoring and marshalling votes.

Meeting of party leaders or members to conduct party business.

Member of Congress who heads a standing (permanent) or select (temporary) committee.

Members with the longest records of service often get top posts, like chairs on a committee.

Congress convenes at noon of this day every year.

This is the time an official is in office; their time between elections.

Congressional session called for by the President of the United States

Committee consisting of the entire legislative body.

Least number of members who must be present to conduct business in Congress.

(218 of 435 in the House)

All the persons represented by a legislator or other elected officials

Review of the Executive branch's policies and programs by Congress.







