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Topic:

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH - CONGRESS


Unit Lesson #10 –How A Bill Becomes a Law (Tues. 4/6/04)

State Standard:

2SS-P4
Analyze the structure, powers, and roles of the legislative branch of the United States.

Objectives and Expectations for Learning:

The students will understand the steps that must take place in order for a bill to become a law: starting from the House, to the Senate, Conference Committee, and ending with the President.

Anticipatory Set:

On the board, or on handouts, will be the lyrics to School House Rock’s “I’m Just  a Bill”.

Direct Instruction:

Today the class will mostly review the information presented yesterday regarding the process of a bill becoming a law.


What is this song about?


Outline the process of a Bill to Law on the board.


When finished review it, explain there are more steps to consider.

On the back of the page will be a fill-in-the-blank sheet.  The teacher will discuss the bill process as the students will in the missing words.

When done discussing the bill process, review the Unit concepts with the students for the test and review coming up.

Guided Practice:

Students may direct questions to the teacher and may also reference the song lyrics as well as textbooks.

Closure:

Summative Assessment: If needed, quiz the class afterwards or collect notes for points.

Review

Ask students what they learned today?



Summary Closure

Objectives

-Students will understand the steps that must take place in order for a bill to become a law: starting from the House, to the Senate, Conference Committee, and ending with the President.

Show SCHOOL HOUSE ROCK video, “I’m Just a Bill”

HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW

+ Someone has an idea for a law, so they sit down and write up a Bill for one of their Representatives to present

1+ Introduced in the House, title and Bill number recorded in Congressional Journal

2+ Placed in a committee

+ Committee reviews the bill


+ They make changes, decide to pass it on, or throw it away


+ Prepares a report on the bill to be presented to the House

3+ Bill goes to the House Rules Committee to be placed on a calendar or thrown out

4+ When the day arrives, the Bill and the Committee’s report is presented to the House


+ House can change the Bill or pass it on to a final reading
5+ The House reads the Bill, and the Committee of the Whole votes


+ If it passes, it moves into the next house

6+ Bill is then introduced in the Senate
7+ Placed in a committee


+ Committee reviews the bill


+ They make changes, decide to pass it on, or throw it away


+ Prepares a report on the bill to be presented to the Senate

8+ Bill and the Committee’s report is presented to the Senate

+ Senate can change the Bill or pass it on for a final reading

9+ The Senate reads the Bill, debates, and votes

+ A filibuster is a stalling tactic allowing members to "talk a bill to death"

+ If the Senate changes the House’s original Bill, it goes back to the House


+ House can accept or refuse the Senate’s changes

+ If the House refused to accept the changes, the House and the Senate have a meeting


+ Conference Committee: both houses meet to reach a compromise
10+ When both houses agree on the amended bill, it gets passed on to the President


+ President can sign the bill, passing it to make it a law


+ He may Veto it, which means he refused to sign and pass it


+ If the President takes no action within 10 days



+ Bill dies if Congress is in Recess: this is a Pocket Veto


+ Bill passes if Congress is still in session
+ When the President passes the bill, it now becomes a LAW.

+ When the President vetos the bill, it returns to Congress.


+They may overturn the veto, making it a law with a 2/3’s vote

REVIEW FOR THE TEST

"Mr. Smith Goes to Washington"


Appointment of a replacement Representative

Filibuster (talk your head off), Graft (pass law/use office for own financial gain, Rider (small bill riding large)


Duties of the President of the Senate, may they debate? May they vote?

Qualifications of a Senator and Congressman


30/25 yrs old, 9/7 years of US resident, resident of the state represented

Where in the Constitution does it lay out our Bicameral Legislature? Article I

Size of the House (435) and Senate (100), Az- 8/2

Elections- Single-Member (House) vs. At Large


House is apportioned/reapportioned by population


Each state has two Senators

Gerrymandering

Terms- time between elections  (House 2 years, Senate 6 years)


Why is the Senate known as a continuous body?

Who appoints a replacement if something happens to a representative? Governor

January 3rd

Sessions and Special Sessions


Why are Special Sessions rare today?

Duties of a Congressman


Represent their constituents


Serve on committees


Make laws through voting (trustee, delegate, partisan, politicos)

Positions


Speaker of the House (Dennis Hastert)


VP – President of the Senate (Dick Chaney)


President Pro Tempore, "for the time being" (Ted Stevens)


Majority Party Leader, Minority Party Leader, Whips

Committees (Standing, Select, Conference)


Committee Chairman


Seniority Rule



+Most experienced members, have been around and know the process

-Not always the best candidate



+Easy, avoids party conflict

-Older members generally out of touch with public opinion


House Rules Committee, "traffic cop"

Expressed Powers


Examples: taxes, building an army, declaring war/treaties, currency

Implied Powers (Necessary and Proper (Elastic) Clause)

Power and definition of Impeach

How a bill becomes a law


Bill- purposed law


Rider- bill too small to pass alone, attaches itself with another one

Filibuster, stalling tactic, “talk a bill to death”

I’M JUST A BILL


Boy: Whew! You sure gotta climb
a lot of steps to get to this
Capitol Building here in
Washington. But I wonder who
that sad little scrap of paper is?

I'm just a bill.
Yes, I'm only a bill.
And I'm sitting here on Capitol Hill.
Well, it's a long, long journey
To the capital city.
It's a long, long wait
While I'm sitting in committee,
But I know I'll be a law some day
At least I hope and pray that I will
But today I am still just a bill.

Boy: Gee, Bill, you certainly have a lot of patience and courage.
Bill: Well, I got this far. When I started I wasn't even a bill, I was just an idea.
Some folks back home decided they wanted a law passed, so they called
their local Congressman, and said, "You're right, there oughta be a law."
Then he sat down and wrote me out and introduced me to Congress. And I
became a bill, and I'll remain a bill until they decide to make me a law.

I'm just a bill
Yes I'm only a bill,
And I got as far as Capitol Hill.
Well, now I'm stuck in committee
And I'll sit here and wait
While a few key Congressmen discuss
and debate
Whether they should let me be a law.
How I hope and pray that they will,
But today I am still just a bill.

Boy: Listen to those Congressmen arguing! Is all that discussion and debate about you?
Bill: Yeah, I'm one of the lucky ones. Most bills never even get this far. I hope they
decide
to report on me favorably, otherwise I may die.
Boy: Die?
Bill: Yeah, die in committee. Ooh, but it looks like I'm gonna live!
Now I go to the House of Representatives, and they vote on me.
Boy: If they vote yes, what happens?
Bill: Then I go to the Senate and the whole thing starts all over again.
Boy: Oh no!
Bill: Oh yes!

I'm just a bill
Yes, I'm only a bill
And if they vote for me on Capitol Hill
Well, then I'm off to the White House
Where I'll wait in a line
With a lot of other bills
For the president to sign
And if he signs me, then I'll be a law.
How I hope and pray that he will,
But today I am still just a bill.

Boy: You mean even if the Whole Congress says you
should be a law, the president can still say no?
Bill: Yes, that's called a veto. If the president vetoes me, I have to go back to Congress and they vote on me again, and by that time you're so old...
Boy: By that time it's very unlikely that you'll become
a law. It's not easy to become a law, is it?
Bill: No!

But how I hope and pray that I will,
But today I am still just a bill.

Congressman: He signed you, Bill!
Now you're a law!
Bill: Oh yes!!!
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Period_________
HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW

+ Someone has an idea for a law, so they sit down and write up a ________ for one of their ________________ to present.

1+ Introduced in the House, title and Bill number recorded in Congressional Journal

2+ Placed in a _____________



+ They review the bill



+ They make changes, decide to pass it on, or throw it away



+ Prepares a __________________ on the bill to be presented to the House
3+ Bill goes to the __________ __________ Committee to be placed on a ____________ or thrown out

4+ When the day arrives, the Bill and the Committee’s report is presented to the House


+ House can change the Bill or pass it on for a ____________ ___________

5+ The House reads the Bill, and the _______________  ____  ____   _________ votes



+ If it passes, it moves into the next house

6+ Bill is then introduced in the ______________
7+ Placed in a committee


+ Committee reviews the bill



+ They make changes, decide to pass it on, or throw it away



+ Prepares a report on the bill to be presented to the Senate
8+ Bill and the Committee’s report is presented to the Senate
+ Senate can change the Bill or pass it on for a final reading

9+ The Senate reads the Bill, and then they vote for or against the bill

+ A _______________ is a stalling tactic allowing members to "__________ ___ _________ ___ __________"



+ If it passes, it moves into the next phase

+ If the Senate _____________ the House’s original Bill, it goes back to the House


+ House can accept or refuse the Senate’s changes

+ If the House refused to accept the changes, the House and the Senate have a meeting

+ ________________ ________________: both houses meet to reach a _________________
10+ When both houses agree on the amended bill, it gets passed on to the ____________

+ He can _______ the bill, passing it to make it a law


+ He may ____________ it, which means he refused to sign and pass it


+ If the President takes no action within 10 days:



+ Bill dies if Congress is in _________: This is a ____________ __________


+ Bill passes if Congress is still in __________

+ When the President passes the bill, it now becomes a _______________.

+ When the President __________ the bill, it returns to ___________.



+They may ____________ the veto, making it a law with a ___________ vote

















































































