Mr. Goto

Senior Government


Topic:

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH - CONGRESS


Unit Lesson #1 – Intro to Congress (Tu. 3/23/04)

State Standard:

2SS-P4
Analyze the structure, powers, and roles of the legislative branch of the United States.

Objectives and Expectations for Learning:

Students will prepare themselves to learn about the legislative branch of the United States Government 

Anticipatory Set:


Get together with a partner and talk about your Spring Break.

Direct Instruction:

Today is more of welcome back with no new material being introduced.  As students discuss their Spring Break, have them think about things that did not go so well.  Is there anything the Government could have done to make their break better?

Each group is to come up with three laws or regulations the Government could have passed in order to make their Spring Break better.


Ex. Longer vacation or high minimum wage for those who worked

Ask the students which branch of our government is responsible for creating the laws we have or making changes or additions?

Explain that the legislative branch and Congress makes our laws, and this unit we learn about the powers of Congress, the qualifications of it's members, and it's members duties.

Guided Practice:


What do we already know about Congress?



Since it has two houses, what do we call it? Bicameral



What are the names of the two houses? House of Representatives and the Senate



How many members are in each? 435 and 100



How many senators does Arizona have? 2



All other states? 2



How is the number of House members determined? Population / census

Closure:


At the beginning of the last quarter the class was learning how to juggle.

For the rest of the period, the students will assess how much they have improved or gotten worse since that time.

I. Spring Break

II. Congress


What do we know about it?

Did everyone enjoy their Spring Break?


Why or why not?


Keep in mind the reasons why you didn't.

What are some things you did over Spring Break?

Did anyone go out of town?

Did anyone do something or go somewhere they've never been before?

Did anyone do something that somehow had a connection with the Government?
With a partner….


Take a couple minutes and talk about:

What you did for Spring Break?

What could have gone better?


Is there something the Government could have done?

As a group, name at least three laws or regulations that the Government could have made to make your Spring Break go better.

Ex. Went to a restaurant or bowling alley filled with smoke and you wished it were banned like in Tempe or not allowed to smoke all together.  We just purchased a house and spent the last two weeks cleaning all of the nicotine and yellow off of the walls.


Each group will share with the class.  Write ideas on the board.

On the board are some ideas and regulations that we wish the national and local governments would have passed.

What are the three branches of Government?

Which of the three is responsible for creating or changing the laws we live by?


The legislative branch and Congress is responsible for making laws.

Tomorrow we will start talking about Congress; it's members, its responsibilities, qualifications, and some of the powers given to Congress by the Constitution. 

We will even watch a movie about a regular everyday guy who gets thrown into the Senate.

Congress is bicameral, what does that mean?

What are the two houses of Congress?

How many members are in the House of Representatives? The Senate?


How many senators does California have? New Jersey? Florida?

How are Representatives and Senators chosen in each state?

Now, pick a different partner…

At the beginning of the semester we began the steps on learning how to juggle.

We haven't had a lot of practice time last quarter, but most people were able to get a little bit of practice in before and towards the end of class.

With your partner, take some turns juggling in front of each other.

Let your partner know where you started off at last quarter.

Help them is you see them doing something wrong.

