Mr. Goto

Senior Government


Topic:

ORIGINS OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT


Unit Lesson #9 – Constitutional Compromises (Th. 2/5/04)

State Standard:

2SS-P3
Analyze why and how the United States Constitution was created by the framers.

Objectives and Expectations for Learning:

Students will learn and present information over the Virginia Plan, New Jersey Plan, Connecticut Compromise, Three-Fifth's Compromise, and the Commerce and Slave Trade Compromise.

Anticipatory Set:


Collect yesterday's homework and put the students into groups.

Direct Instruction:

Each of the five separate groups will need poster paper, markers, and a set of worksheets relating to one of the following: the Virginia Plan, New Jersey Plan, Connecticut Compromise, Three-Fifth's Compromise, and the Commerce and Slave Trade Compromise.  Each group will use their books as well as information from the provided worksheets to present the Plan/Compromise of their group in front of the class using their poster paper as a visual aide.  All of the group member's names are to be placed on the back of their poster.

At the end of all five presentations, the teacher will go back through the Plans/Compromises very quickly highlighting the most important or missed information.

Guided Practice:

Teacher will walk around during creation of posters making sure groups are one task.

During group presentations, ask questions about issues the group may not have touched on or not given much detail.

Closure:

Present students with the attached outline making sure they haven't missed points from other groups presentations. 

If presentations do not get finished today, continue tomorrow at the beginning of class.

Class reminders: 
Currents Events due Today




Make sure you’re up to date on your Ch. 2 Study Guide




Chapter 2 Test next Tuesday

Summative Assessment: Groups will earn a group presentation grade.


Worksheets from yesterday will be turned in.

I. Collect Current Events / Chapter 2 Test

II. Articles of Confederation

Let's come up with Two Weaknesses and how it related to the Preamble

Decided Articles were bad, but now needed to come to agreement on what to put in our New Constitution


Constitution: body of fundamental law, setting out basic principles, structures, processes, and functions of a government and placing limits upon its actions (written or unwritten)

III. Compromises leading to the U.S. Constitution


1-Groups: five different groups

2- Supplies: Marker colors, one per person, different colors, write name on back of poster

3- work, use charts pictures, words, and outlines to do present how you want

4- must turn in yesterday's worksheet with the presentation, no books open during presentations

Tell Groups that people can ask questions from yesterday's worksheet over compromises (gives them the information, they have to pay attention)

IV. Review


Debates, we are going to have a new Constitution

The Virginia Plan


Representation

Lower House of Representatives -one house based on population or money supporting central Gov.



Senate- chosen by the House from a list nominated by state legislatures


Structure



Three branches: Executive, Judicial, and Legislative




-Legislative: make laws through bicameral Congress

-Executive would be responsible for enforcing the laws




-Judicial would be responsible for establishing justice through courts

Powers of the Government



Congress keeps powers from the Articles of Confederation, but also…




-Veto State laws interfering with National Laws, by force if necessary




-Chooses Executive and Judicial officials, "council of revision"




-Admit new states to the Union

Presidents and Judges, Selection and Powers



-"Council of revision" chosen by Congress



-May veto laws from Congress, Congress may override

The New Jersey Plan

Representation



Unicameral Congress, with one vote per state

Structure



Legislature: Unicameral Congress




One vote per state similar to the Articles of Confederation



Plural Executive



Single Supreme Court


Judicial and Executive Branches, Selection



Plural Executive can be placed and removed by Congress



Single Supreme Court appointed by the executive


Powers of Congress



Similar to those in the Articles of Confederation

Limited power to tax



Limited power to regulate trade between States

Small States

Same voting power as large states since each state receives the same amount of votes

The Connecticut Compromise (graphic organizer)

What state suggested this compromise?



Connecticut


Why is compromise necessary in a democracy and why is it necessary here?

-Large states would dominate through Virginia Plan

-Small state interests would not be heard, New Jersey

What parts of the Virginia Plan did it use?



-Congress would be Bicameral




-House of Representatives based on population

What parts of the New Jersey Plan did it use?



-Senators per state would be equal

The Three-Fifths Compromise


Representation



House of Representatives based on population, including slaves?



Northerners said no, feared the South would force their slaves to vote like them

Slaves counted for…



"all other persons" in the country are worth 3/5 of a vote

Southern States



Large majority slave owners want to use them towards representation

Commerce and Slave Trade Compromise

Southern States



South is an agricultural society

Worried northern commercial interests would dominate Congress

South also worried that to raise money, Congress would heavily tax exports


Congress



Banned from touched Slave Trade for 20 years

VIRGINIA PLAN

Be sure you answer the following questions in your presentations…

1) How was representation in Congress determined through this plan?

2) Describe the structure of Government it proposed.

3) How is power distributed and what are the powers given to each branch of Government?

4) How are the executive and judicial officials' chosen?

5) Why does this plan favor large states?

Use the following passages to provide you with additional information…




NEW JERSEY PLAN

Be sure you answer the following questions in your presentations…

1) How is representation in Congress proposed in this plan?

2) Describe the structure of Government it provides for.

3) How is power distributed and what are the powers given to each branch of Government?

4) How are the plural executive and judicial officials selected?

5) Why is this plan favored by small states?

Use the following passages to provide you with additional information…



CONNECTICUT COMPROMISE

Be sure you answer the following questions in your presentations…


1) Which state suggested this compromise? 


2) Why is compromise necessary in a democracy and why is it necessary here?


3) What was the main idea the compromise took from the Virginia Plan?


4) What was the main idea the compromise took from the New Jersey Plan?

5) What is this compromise also known as and does your group agree with this nickname?

6) What is the reason for this nickname?

Use the following passages to provide you with additional information…



THREE-FIFTH'S COMPROMISE

Be sure you answer the following questions in your presentations…

1) What issue in the Connecticut Compromise brought about the question of slave representation?

2) Why did the North dislike the idea of counting votes by Slaves?

3) What were the two sides of this compromise?

4) What did the compromise say?  What phrase is used to define slaves?

5) What happened in the 1860's that erased this compromise?

Use the following passages to provide you with additional information…



COMMERCE AND SLAVE TRADE COMPROMISE

Be sure you answer the following questions in your presentations…

1) What is the definition of Commerce?

2) What power of Congress did the South feel threatened by and why?

3) Who did the South feel would control the vote in Congress?

4) What did the South feel Congress would do?

5) What two things did this compromise ban Congress from doing?

6) What happened to the importation of Slaves after 1820?

Use the following passages to provide you with additional information…


New Jersey Plan�Small State Plan or Patterson Plan


After two weeks of debating the Virginia Plan, a counterproposal was put forth by William Patterson, which has become known as the New Jersey Plan (or the Small State Plan or the Patterson Plan). Patterson's ideas amounted to no more than a simple reshaping of the Articles of Confederation. 


The plan once again offered the idea of a unicameral (one house) legislature in which all states would have an equal number of votes. 


Nevertheless, Patterson did advance one highly valuable idea: 


"All acts of the United States in Congress made in pursuance of the powers hereby and by the articles of confederation vested in them, and all Treaties made and ratified under the authority of the United States shall be the supreme law of the respective States . . . and the Judiciary of the several States shall be bound thereby in their decisions, anything in the respective laws of the individual States to the contrary notwithstanding."


This was an expression of the supremacy of federal law; those state laws which ran counter to federal statutes were to be voided.








Virginia Plan�Large State plan or Randolph Plan


The interests of the larger states were given an airing when Edmund Randolph presented to the Convention a series of proposals (written by James Madison), which came to be known as the Virginia Plan (or Large State Plan or Randolph Plan). It advanced the following features for the proposed new government: 


The legislature was to be bicameral (two houses) and representation was to be proportional (based upon population) 


The chief executive was to be chosen by the legislature 


The judiciary was to be chosen by the legislature. 


A competing proposal was put forward in the New Jersey Plan.








Connecticut Compromise �


Roger Sherman addressed the nettlesome issues of representation and slavery by offering what came to be known as the Connecticut Compromise (or Great Compromise). It provided: 


The upper house (Senate) would have equal representation and be elected by the lower house 


The lower house (House of Representatives) would be subject to proportional representation 


All proposed legislation having to do with raising money would originate in the House of Representatives. 








Three-Fifths Compromise





The Three-Fifths Compromise: For purposes of determining the number of representatives in the House, every five slaves would be counted as three. (This did not confer the vote on slaves; it was simply a formula for determining representation in the House of Representatives.) Final wording in the Constitution referred to “all other persons” and the words slave and slavery do not appear; this same population computation would also be used for determining taxation. 








Commerce Compromise �


A compromise related to trade that granted the U.S. Congress the right to levy taxes on imports, but not exports. The Commerce Compromise satisfied the manufacturing and shipping interests of the North as well as the cash-crop interests of the South, while establishing a strong control of trade by Congress.








The Virginia Plan


Presented by Edmund Randolph but mostly written by James Madison, this plan was the first proposed to replace the Articles of Confederation. This plan for national government called for stronger centralized government, including a bi-cameral legislative branch and representation in each house to be based on the population in that state. Smaller states disliked the plan, since it would limit their power in the proposed government.





The Virginia Plan was the first major proposal covering representation presented to the Constitutional Convention. It proposed the creation of a bicameral legislature with representation in both houses proportional to population. The Virginia Plan favored the large states, who would have a much weightier voice than the small states under this plan. The small states proposed the New Jersey Plan in opposition.











The New Jersey Plan was presented at the Constitutional Convention as an alternative to the Virginia Plan. The New Jersey Plan favored small states in that it proposed a unicameral Congress with equal representation for each state.








The Great Compromise �


This compromise, originally proposed by Roger Sherman of Connecticut, resolved the conflict between small states that wanted equal representation, and large states that argued for representation based on the population in each state. The compromise established equal representation in the Senate and representation relative to population size in the House of Representatives, therefore combining elements of the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan.








The 3/5 Compromise





The 3/5 Compromise provided that in matters of both representation and taxation, a slave would count as 3/5 of a person. This served to settle a bitter dispute between North and South regarding the balance of regional power that was rooted in the issue of how to count a slave towards total population.








Commerce Compromise �


A compromise related to trade that granted the U.S. Congress the right to levy taxes on imports, but not exports. The Commerce Compromise satisfied the manufacturing and shipping interests of the North as well as the cash-crop interests of the South, while establishing a strong control of trade by Congress.











