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Topic:

CURRENT EVENT ANALYSIS #1 (Fri. 1/16/04)
Standards:

2SS-D2. (State)
Evaluate American culture, political beliefs and behaviors of individuals in the political process, with emphasis on: (all performance objectives).

AIMS
Students will write formal communications with a clear purpose and write a narrative that that shows an organized structure.

Objectives and Expectations for Learning:

Students will learn the three important parts of a topic sentence in an article summary.

Students will evaluate a current news topic documenting the article’s significance to today’s government.

Anticipatory Set:


Have news on the radio/tv.

Questions on Board:  How often do you watch TV?  What do you watch?

Ask how many students watch the News.  Present a news source.

OPTIONS:
News Article 

KTAR
TV News (could have it on as students come in to the class)

Where else can we hear or read about current news?

How many watched the news?  How many read the newspaper?
Direct Instruction:

It’s important to watch and read the news because it gives us as average citizens a look at what is going on both locally and globally.  

What type of articles do you like to read?  

What do you look for when you read an article?

When evaluating the news, you should note for certain things.    


Who are the important people mentioned?  Why are they important?


What is the article about?  How does it relate to the government?
Guided Practice:

-Hand out the Current Event sheets and explain what the expectations are and how extra credit can be earned.  (NO POINTS IF NO CONNECTION TO GOVERNMENT) 

-When you summarize the article, the first sentence must follow this format:

The article TITLE, written by AUTHOR, he/she talks about/ discusses MAIN IDEA.
-Appropriate articles are any that can be linked to the government and are school appropriate.

-Divide the class into groups and have each group read and evaluate an article

-Have them present their findings to the class answering the above questions


-Students individually read articles provided by teacher or in a newspaper, answers will be turned in for evaluation

-Ask students to answer the above questions both aloud and on their paper 
-Take students to the library and have them work on their Current Event

Closure:


Homework: Assign a Current Event Analysis due in a week.


Assessment: Students will turn in work done during class.

CURRENT EVENT ANALYSIS
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NAME:






DATE:

PERIOD: 






TOPIC: US Government

Date Published:

Paragraph Summary:  (minimum 4-5 sentences)

Who are the major people in the article and what are their roles?

How will this issue affect the public and/or the government?

*** Be sure to staple the article to this page. ***

HELPFUL HINTS

1. When doing a paragraph summary, be sure to include the title, the author’s name, and the main idea of the article in the opening sentence.  Then use the remaining two to four sentences to back up the main idea with supporting details.

2. Be sure to define the roles of the major people in your article.  Many make the mistake of writing a person’s title down.  When filling out the roles of the people in the article, think of the reasons why that person is mentioned within the article.  The question doesn’t ask for a person’s title, but their specific role.  

3. Be sure that your article has a connection to an aspect of the United States government.  This can be either a local, state, or federal government connection.  Failure to connect your article to United States government will result in a zero for the assignment.

GRADING

This assignment is worth 20 points.

Extra credit is available:

5 points for Typing
OR

5 points for being Early
OR

5 points for Presenting 
The Maximum score you can earn is 30 / 20
(MAX 10 EXTRA CREDIT POINTS)

ONLINE NEWS ARTICLES

www.CNN.com (Cable News Network)
 www.azcentral.com (Arizona Republic)

www.Nytimes.com (New York Times)

www.USAtoday.com (USA Today)

www.EastValleyTribune.com (East Valley Tribune)

CURRENT EVENT EXAMPLES

Mail-only vote pushed for Arizona

Elvia Díaz
The Arizona Republic
Jan. 14, 2004 12:00 AM

Arizona could become the second state in the nation to conduct all balloting by mail under a legislative plan some residents say would take away the joy of voting.

Rep. Steve Gallardo, D-Phoenix, is pursuing a bill aimed at getting rid of the polling place, saying that already half of people voting in major elections prefer the convenience of the mailbox. His bill would give the governor and counties the power to conduct vote-by-mail-only elections.

Those who still like to vote in person are cool to the idea.

"It's almost a ritual," said 53-year-old Barbara Keats of Phoenix, who says she has voted in person in every major election since she turned 18. "Handing out my ballot to the mail carrier wouldn't have the same patriotic meaning. It should just be an option."

Early voting has become increasingly popular in Arizona since the state allowed it 1991. Half of those casting ballots in Maricopa County, for instance, turn to the mail, said county Elections Director Karen Osborne.

Osborne said mail balloting would be cheaper since Maricopa County normally hires 7,000 workers to work at 1,058 polling places. 

"Voters simply aren't passionate about going to the polls," she said.

Only Oregon conducts mail balloting elections.

Jeanine L'Ecuyer, a spokeswoman for Gov. Janet Napolitano, said the governor would be inclined to support any proposal encouraging voter participation.

Secretary of state Jan Brewer said she would rather let voters have an option.

WHAT IS THIS ARTICLE ABOUT?

WHO ARE THE IMPORTANT PEOPLE?

WHAT DOES IT HAVE TO DO WITH OUR GOVERNMENT?

Glendale envisions 4-star resort near football stadium

Monica Alonzo-Dunsmoor
The Arizona Republic
Jan. 14, 2004 03:45 PM

Glendale officials are eyeing to open a 4-star resort and conference center as early as 2007 in the city's newest hot spot, just in time for Super Bowl XLII.

The site would be north of the Arizona Cardinal football stadium, which is under construction at 91st and Maryland avenues, according to documents the Arizona Super Bowl Host Committee used to make its pitch to the National Football League. 

City officials declined to name the developers or the specific site, but the information provided to the NFL is that the city is "currently in the final phase of negotiation regarding development of a 1,000 room, 4-star resort and conference center."

Glendale doesn't own the land for the proposed resort, but is working with developers and the property owner.

The report also states that "developers are aware of the Super Bowl requirements and plan to work closely with the NFL to ensure compliance."

City Manager Ed Beasley said there had been several private entities that have "expressed interest in developing large to mid-size hotels in the area."

"We are preparing this information to bring to the council to receive policy direction," he said. 

Firefighter torches mom's 'sloppy' home

Associated Press
Jan. 14, 2004 12:25 PM

MARTINSBURG, W.Va. - A firefighter was charged with torching his mother's mobile home, saying he was upset over her sloppy housekeeping.

William A. Feimster was charged with arson Tuesday after voluntarily going to the sheriff's department.

Feimster's mother wasn't home during the Nov. 20 fire, which destroyed the mobile home.

"He said it was very sloppy and he didn't like it," Berkeley County sheriff's Sgt. Russell Shackelford said.

Feimster, 25, told police he went there to get some videos to watch at work. Upset over the mess, he lit a roadside flare and put it in a kitchen garbage can, Shackelford said.

He then drove back to a private ambulance company where he worked. When the call was dispatched, he went out to help fight the blaze, police said.

Feimster, who also worked at South Berkeley Volunteer Fire Department, has been charged with embezzlement in an unrelated case. He faces a maximum of 20 years on the arson charge.

He was held Wednesday on $60,000 bail.












