THE THEBAN LEGENDS

CADMUS

He was a prince of TYRE. Jupiter fell in Tove with his sister EUROPA, having
first changed himself inte a bull, then carrying her off to Crete. Her
father, AGENOR, ordered Cadmus to look for EUROPA with punishment of exile -

~ if he failed to find her, ' _

Naturally Cadmus could not track her down and so he. became an exile. Finally
he visited the oracle of Phoebus and asked whether there was any land where
he could settle down. This was the reply: '

"In a desert place you will meet a cow, one which hds never been yoked or drawn
a plough. Follow her as she goes and in the place where she first 1ies down

on the grass, there you must found your city, and you must call the place

.- BOEOTIA, or COWLAND.," ' - . .

No sooner had he Teft the oracle than he saw such a cow. He followed it and
~when it Tinally sank down on the grass he gave thanks to the gods and kissed
the earth. o _

Next he had to make a sacrifice to Jupiter for which he heeded spring water
for the Tibations. Cadwus sent his men fo.a forest where they found a cave
- overgrown with bushes. Out of it flowed a spring of living water. However,
- hidden inside the cave was a serpent sacred to MARS, Its eyes sparkled with

fire, its body was swollen with poison, three tongues flickered from between
3 rows of teeth. - ' : :

 “As soon as the men dropped their buckets into ‘the water the serpent reared
~up and killed them, some with its cog}s, others with its fangs or foul
- breath. _ - : LA | _

~.When his wen did not return, Cadmus went in search. Faced with serpent, he
~“threw a huge stone with sufficient force to knock down a city wall. The
serpent”however was protected by its scales and suffered no injufy. Cadmus
then threw his javelin, success! It passed through the sErpent'é scaly back
and lodged in its backborie. Now.the beast writhed and arched in agony,

proving more dangerous $till to Cadmus who hid behind his shieid and fended . i

v

- off the jaws of the serpent with his spear. Finally, Cadmus thrust his.
. spear through the beast's throat and pinned it to @_tree. B b

He had Tittle time to enjoy his victory. A voice suddenly and mysteriousty |
- boomed out, "Son of Agenor, why are you .looking at this dead serpent? A :
time will come when you will be turned into a serpent and people will be
Yooking at you."" S SR S : ' : S
Cadmus froze with fear but then Pallas, his patron goddess suddenly appearedi
~She instrtcted him to plough the land and sow the dragon's teeth in it; from;

- it would spring men started to rise up from the furrows, a whole crop of

cwarriors-with their shields. Cadmus thought he had a new enemy to fight -
but one of the men fought each other, Soon there were only 5 left. One
of them ECHION threw down his weapons and proposed peace. The rest dgreed
and it was with their help that Cadmus now built his city, called THEBES.



hends into hooveg, arms became Iong legs ~ his body beoame spotted with roug% hlde.

ACTA&gﬁ T - - | ’ &
. \ftar the foundation of Thebes, Cadmus was given the &aughter of Venus nnd Mara,
Jarmonia, to. be hisy uife.: He had four daughters

o :_g Ladmus T Harmonia

O | - '
0Tno - Agave Autonoe . Semele

S ' - Actason

Cadmug? happihe'§ at hig érandéon's birth was short-lived. Actaeon vas to dleL !
not because he did anythln wrong, but'because he made a mlstake. - } :
- . ) . |

|

Actaeou had been, huntan - the mountaln«sjde was stalned with b1ood from the hunt,r

The rsun was high in the sky and so Actaeon, with gentle vords, called to his

hunting companions and said :
"We have done well today, now it je time to 1eut.

There was a valley in the forest where they had been hunting. It was called

" Gargaphie apd vas sacred to the huntress goddess Diana. At oné end was a natutal cavc,

1ith a spring, and a poal of vatera Hexe Diana, vhen tired from hunting was ,i {w}

' accustomed to.. ha$he.3 s

1 1

._.{'1, -
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“pe i
©. This day, toa, Dlnna cam@ to ﬁhe pool, and a351sted by Nymphs; took cfi hex armour
- and weapons and prepared to bathe. Just then, Aclheon happened to wandex through ¥
the grove. when the nymphs saw him they filled the air with their startled cries. i
' Phey tried to shield Diana - but she stocod out above them, . naked,|blu shing she- i
~looked for her arrvows bul they wvere out of. reach, so she picked upisome water and i
 .poured the avenging stream over hlS hair. Then she gaid, foretelling the fate that :
+ would befall him.
‘ "Wow, tell, if you ¢an, how you hawo seen me naked. As she spoke, she made
stag s horns groy out of his hnad, Jdengthened his neck, pointed his egrs, turned his

!
i
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"~ She made him fr1ghtened too. , vt )

) He ran away, astonished at his owm speeé' .
Seeing himself in a pool he tried to say how unhmppy he was hut he could onlyagroqn.

.. Tears fell donu hl" face.

)

L eager for the chase came running after him.” He found hlmgelf belng Inmted by hlb ‘31'

hounds, trylng but unable to toll them uho he was.

1

- him to the ground and sinking. their fangs into: hlm. Boén all his body was rovélnd

in vounds — hig @ries; not human nor quite like that' of & stag, filled thc alr; He -
sank down to his'knees as if begging a favour bubt his friends, kept egging on fhe o
hounds ond callirg out for the absent Actaeon. The stag turned ite head on hear:nr'
~the nasme buL ‘the: frlends Jh&t assumed Actaeon wasg oo 1&7y to be there, & :

The angor of Diana:was ouly appuased when Acbapon 5 llfe viag over.,
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g he s+oﬁﬁ— uondcrlng whab to do, he wag Spotted by hig own hownds. The wholé paox,:f

:
;
| . |
Finally, one of thein sunk its +eeth into his back, Folloved by the others, aragglnp ﬂ 1
}
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, The End of Cadmug ! (:)_
’ "+ .Cadmus « Harmonia - y
_ ' i 7 'll ) T ' o K
Athamas ~ InJ' Antonoe . Semels — Jupiter Agave ~ Ecohion A k
' ‘ “i. .. Dacchus ' Pentheus |
:"lJund'hafedhfhe whoié fﬁmiiy of C;dmun because ‘of Jupiter's affaira: firsé with B ni'%

- 'Buropa (simter of Cadma), then with Semele (Cadmup' daughter).' She wags determined 'é H
‘. to get rovenge and so decided that she would turn her hatred upon Cadmus! daughter '
7 ¢ Ino who bad helped to bring up Pacchus after his mother's death. Sinoce Bacchus
-~ had already shovm how powerful madness. can be. (remember that Pentheus had been

- killed through an act of madnses) she thoughtit approprinte for Ino to be driven

m«?.d.- ' . . . : L

. Juno viglted the underworld and called upon the Avenging Furies to drive Athaman
“mad, Without question, one of them, the. terrible Tisiphone cloaked herself in

. - bloodstained clothes, wrapped herself in poisonous snakes and came to the houme of o

"¢ Yhamas. She threw 2 of the snakes at Athemas and hig vife Ino., The mnakes injected

... 18 poison of madness into their veins then retreated with Tisiphone bael Into the

¢ ognderworld, In his madness Athamas hunted his wife and children as if they wex@

- . lioness and cubs. One of his sons he dashcd to theé ground, The other toppled over |
b, ¢liff, still in the arms of his frenzied mother., Venus, Lowever, took pity en =
then and perauaded Neptune fto turn them ialo mea-godm. : o . '

|
!
|

_Cedmua vas not to knov this, Filled with guiaf he left hig city, sa if to escupe
_ the curse. Heé tried to wmdersianc why such terrible thirgs were hoppening to liig g
family, . ° ‘ o - : ' ‘ SR A

"I wonder whether the serpent, which I killed with my spear and whose teatii bors o

8 orop of men, wam a sasred serpent. If it im perhaps the death of this gevpent '
";.thatﬁkoda have beer avenging on my family, then I pray that I nay turn into a
- 'serpent myeelf and have a long snaky body stretched ocut on the ground." .

- A8 he was speaking, this is exactly vhot began to happens His wife, trying to-
embrace him looked .6n in horror and plasded that she aleo might turn into a snake.
. Her wish wag granted and together they glided off into & nearby wood, To thim

{ %y they are not frightened of men, and do not burt them, They remember vhat they

ohace were, and ave mild gentle msnakes, . ' ‘ '
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1s Produce a large-moole family tves of ‘he house of Cadmus, $11ubteating o
. much of it as you can. S _ v ST . _

2. The ptory of Cadoms and his Family end dosoendanty gheve how ordinary humans
- can fall foul of the gods, and bow such homtility can . nass from generation to
‘generation. Now make up a mythological fawily of your own and, in s nerieﬁ
~.of short stories describe the fortunes and fate of its members, Start with
a family tree -~ like the one you have already mado for Cadumun. Remember to
- inolude divine interventions, prophecies and fabulous oreatures, 'j“

|
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! . Pentheus ignored the Warninéudnd_thxew the_ﬁrophet out. of his house.

" boy with garlands and perfumed hair defeat you." Do not fear the clashing of cymbal

 3mpogtex,"

. his mon had found. s young man drowsy.with wine, who-by his looks and-menner-ywag -

_ Penthous was son of Echion (who had helped Cadmus build Thebes) and Agave, daughter |

" who danced and mang in adoration. He was a god of fertility and incredilile pover, ;

There was a famous blind Prophet in Thebes, Tiresiag, hénoured by most but -Penthéds
- ‘secoffed at holy things and laughed at his prophecies. Tiresias had a prophecy fOr‘
" Pentheuss : : S ' ' : o .
- "The day is at hand when the new god Bacchus will arrive in this land a%d when i
~he does you must honour him snd build temples to him. Otherwise you will be torn
‘dnto 1000 piecesj your blood will stain the forents and the hando of your mother and |
“hexr pipters." co R . : ' ' : :

_—}Bacéhus did arrive as prediuﬁed.‘ﬁAll joined in and revelled in the new religion,
. . singing and dancing behaving like madness, believing that they vere possed bf the
. god. Only Pentheus was angry: - o S o | '

" Cadmus advised Pentheus torbe'ﬂmre Hise but he just became more stubborn. }
“Soon the slaves returned, covered in blood, dragging a young man with his hands tiad..

- ready to put the man to death at once, as an example to the rest — but he allowed hi

-something incredible had not happened: The ship stuck in the watexr, 1lvy grew up ¥
* the oars and mast, the men, in terror jumped overboard and turned into fish. Only.; i
- ‘Acoetos murvived and naturally became a follower of “Bacchus,

Pentheus was not impressed by the story and sent the man to the torture chamber,
., But before anything could be done to him, the doors were flung open and the chaine
. fell from him, and he was gone. - - N '

| PENTHEUS R ()

of Cadmus and Harmonia.

jPéntheus met his death by bffending_the hew god Bacchus_(son of Jupiter and Semele, |

Pentheus' aunt). . L |

Bacchus (Dionysus) '

He was the god of wine, hated by Juno for obvioug readons. Hs wasg worsghipped first ;g
in the east, but brought by his revellers to the west., He appealed mainly to women

The Thebans refused to worship him and so were driven to legendary madness and power.|:

"Ghildren of the merpent's testh! What is this madness? How can & small unarmed

[ 33

and vulgar drunken crowds.. Febch me the boy'at'once and I shall deal with ?his ‘

It was not Bacchus himself, bub one of. his priests. Pentheuvs, blazing witﬁ‘anger vihg

A

Tirst to speak dbout himself and explain how he came to be mixed up in the dew
religion. T S _ :]
s i

His name was Acoetes Fron Maeonia of poor parents, & simple flsherman who hdd
taught himself the ways of the sea., Once he had ntopped on the 1sland of CHios and

-

respect, but the men mutinied . and instead of taking him %o Haxos whereLhe.liked,
vanted to taks him elsewhere to be sold 23 a glave; And they would have done if .

Pentheus vemained obstinate: he went himself to Mount CLthasron which was the mpecial |
meeting place of the xevellerns and watched the saored mysteries with unclean eyes, |

Agave, him mother saw him. Shé was driven mad and was the first to hurl her wind of
lvy. Thinking he was a huge wild boar she urged on the rest of the woren to pursue

) him. Now, at lagt he was ready to admit his guilt and condemn himse;f - but it

uE

‘obviously a god.. Acoetes wanted to show Bacchus -(for. that was the boy's e ) T
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w;;>too late. AB Pentheus strelched out his arms in supplication Aga&e selzed
it 2nd tore it off. Ino tore off the other arm: Agave tore off his head, His
whole body was torn o pieges by lerrible and ignorant hands.

‘Agaye -carti.ed the head back to Cadmus in triumph. Only gradually did he make her
realise her error, o _ o "

 With euch a fate to warm them, the Thebana aaopted the new rellglon, urned incenbe
and gacrificed before the altals of Bacchus. ' :

1, Who was Pentheus?

2.;-Wr1te a short descr{ption of the god Bacchus.-
'-3.l Who was Taresiar? '

fﬁ.l Summarise the contentjof-Tiiesiaé' prophecy. S . ‘_j
_5;'jWhy does Pentheus refer to_his:people ag “children of-thé serpent's tee%h“f
'é?afsumﬁariﬂe Acoetes! stqu,rexﬁlainihg why he_ﬁad Eecome.a‘folloﬁer”of Bagphusg

7. Write a short chaructér study of Pentheus,




UERIFU D TRE KNQ; j

“an oracle that, if he had a son, this son was fated to kill hie own father., Natur
when hig wife, Jocasta, bore him o aon; they decided the baby would have to be

. killed. Soon after the baby was born, a spike was thrust through his feet and

" )he was given to a shepherd to take out and leave on the mountainside to be eaten
by the wild beasis, : : ' - c

Laius, a descendant of Cadmng becams the King of Thebes. He had been warned By (%J
ally

However the shepherd did not have the heart to leave the child to die and #0 he - b
took it to Corinth where it wag adopted by King Polybuis and hig wife Merops who . -
Aere childlesa. They gave him the name of Oedipus, or "Swollen feet", béonigh :
~of the spikes with which they had been pierced. - S _ cod _

8o in-Corinth, Oedipus grew to manhood, belimving himself to be tha son of Polybu#
" and Merope, One day, however a drunken man mocked him for not being the true'
son of his parents. Oedipus, despite Merope's reassurance was very anxious about . | ;
this and decided to consult the advice of Apollo's Oracle at Delphi. VWhat he S
heard froze him with terror: o - ol - ' - S
 "Unhappy man," said the oracle, "keep far away from youk father! If you meet i
~ him, you will kill him. Then you will marry your mothexr; and have children who
7 - will be fated to Crime aud migfortune,” - - . - -

.. Oedipus resolved never to return to Corinth where he might harm hisg "mother" and
'father". Inédtead he walked into the mountains, At a crossroads he wag overtaken i}
¥y an old man in a chariet with servants running alongsids, Oediyuns was pushed - Ef
aside and mocked. This was treatment he could not tolerate and immediately struck -

~first one: then the cthers in the varty. All wére'killed.except ong who managed - . i|

- to limp back to Thebes with the nevea that King Lieiues had been kili d, o -

. Thebes. From the country people he learned not only that King Laius had been }
killed but also that the land wag tertoized by the Sphynx,. a monster with lio 'm
body and the head of a woman. Toevery one it met the Sphynx posed a riddle, If
you failed to answer it the Sphynx took your life. With the knowledge that the

- han who freed the country of this monster should have Queen Jocasta for hig wife
and hinself become King of Thebes, Oedipus decided to have a go. S

Oedipus with no ides that he had killed his owd father went on his.way towards.

ﬂ ~fyhat 18 it that in the morning walks on Tour lega, in the midday walks on two,
', ond in the évening on threef" aslked the Sphynz, - T
' "It 18 Men," replied Oedipup," In the-morning of his childhood he cravils on D 2
- hands snd-kmeess in tho midday of his youth he walks on his two legs: in the ST
vening of his old age he needs a stick to support himself, and 80 he pgoes on
; uhree legs," o PR e " '
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The wxiddle was solved and the Sphynx threw Hexself from the rock and died.
: Ogdipug married Jocasta, not knowing that she wam hig mother., He ruled Thebes
. wisely for many years and his wife bore him four childrens the twins Eteocles
- and Polynices, and two davghters Ismene and Antigone, But the prosperity of
"~ Thebes did not; last, A plague fell upon the land; pegple and crops began to -
~.die, the air was filled with ravens and vultures. The people turned to Oedipus -
“to deliver them from this evil, just as ha bad done before with the Sphynx. '
' Oedipus sent Creon, the brother or Jocasta to Delphi to amk the gods how Thebes
. could be rid of the Plague, The anewer given by the gods was that the plague had
“'been sent heconse of the murdei of Lajus and because the murderer hai not yet
“made atonement for the bloodghed, A . SR

~Oedipua, -at once met up a muxdey inguiry, not: realising that it was he who had | -
" committed it. Iiventually he found out the truth from the old blind prophet Tiresiag
© who would rather not have told Oedipus what be knew - but Oedipus ingisted. =

- Oedipus was hoxrified at the thought that he had killed hin own father so he

4 lstioned Jocasta about her former huaband, ~ She tries to persuade him not to
“lipten to Tirenlas' words. VP S
‘"Even Apollo‘s oracle," she sald, "gometimes tells lies, For ‘example Laius wag

- -told that he would be killed by hig own son, but the only son we ever had wag -

———
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killed and eaten by wtld beaats on the mounhaln gide.’

:Oedipus followed up thls story by inLerrogating the old ahepherd. " But he admitted

" that.he had not killed the child but had taken it to Corinth instszd., Jocasta realisq

the truth - the oracle had indeed been fulfilled about their son, Here he was,
with the marks of iron still on his feat. In deapalr she went off and hanged N

‘herself. . -

Oedjpus, too, Elowly reallaed the full horror cf vhat he had done.' Shaken out of
8 gtupor by Jocasla's death-cry he went and .found hexr hanging bther buckled
girdle. He took the pinm from the buckle and with them pierced his eyes. Blinded

" .4n this way he went into exile, gulded by Antigone and Ismene, At kast he found
w:peace in a 1ittle twon called COLONUS, near Athens. The famous Theseus ruldd

,!_’

. -1.2

Athéns ‘and he_gave - ‘Qedipus sanctuary because an oracle had said that the place where
}Oedlpus dled would be famous and prosperous. B :

So Oedipus died at ]ast, revered bJ the people of Colonus and Athens as 8 haio};
and at 1aat loved bv the Gods. . - o

PRy
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eatlons

1.' Toll the storg vory hrjefly in your own wordg

L R R

2 Yrite o charqcter sbudy of Oedipus, guggesLing reasons why Odnipus should .
SR be regardtd 88 a hero. at the end,. ) ,

Je Make a list of 111 the ordclea or. proyhecies which oceur in thlﬂ qtory and
dlscusq how they affect the course of the stoxy. :
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'PHE SEVEN AGAINST THEBES

o

Jhen the blind Oedipus ieft Thebes tha‘kingdom wap divided between!hig two twin sons, |
Eteocles and Polynices, It was arrsnged that each brother should %ule for a year,
and, since Eteocles had been born first; he held the kingship for the first year.

It soon became clear that the hatred and jealousy between the brothers would lead
to trouble for the city. Before the end of his firsl year of rule Eteoclea drove

: Polynices from Thebes, making himself. sole ruler,

_ Polynicea, determined on his ravenge, went to the court of Adraatus, King of A&gos.
© Adrastus welcomed him, gave him his daughter in marriage and supported his claim to
the throne of Thebes. He then planned an expedition agaihiet Thebes., There were Eeven
“ecaptains of the army - of which Adrastug and Polynices himself wers two. Another
- captain was Amphiarus, not only a famous warrior but alse a prophet, ie discovered
.. that only one of the seven would return alive from Thebes and so he went into biding;
Evenutuslly his wife was bribed into revealing his hiding pYace and Amphiarus| vas
persuaded to go to the war. However, ammoyed with his wife he made hin soi |
Alemaeon sweax that if he did not return he would avenge his fathers death by #illing

" his mother,

E‘Le grdat army reached Thebes, Bteocles awaited the attack inside the walis, lBefores
‘e baltle started, he consulted Tireelas who prophesied: "Great indeed im thé army i
wat ip coming agdainst you. There will be death upon death. As for Thebes hetself,
she can only be maved by the sacrifice of the youngest child of Cadmus' blood," '
Creon, brother of Jocasta and uncle of Bteocled heard the prophesy with hoxror: for his
-own son, Henoeceus, was the youngest descendant of Cadmus. He wanted to smiggle .
the boy to safety but the young boy himgelf had heaxrd the prophesy and chose to hamilutﬂ
himself over the clhy—walla, as his conttlbutlon to the war effoxrtl i

The battle began. Death was heappd upon death. Blood lay thick on the ground, Co
Champions fell on both sides.  So great was the glaughter that Eteocles sént a 3
message to the invading army proposing that the war should be settled by single

- combat between himself and polynices., And so it vas agreed. But mo even was the confest
that none could say which of the two would win., Swords carved the flesh from arms ; o
and shoulders; blood sireamed to the ground, and atill the brobherS|fought grimly, o
- neither giving way. BEven when losas of blood made their blows weaker, their enger ‘
wis as strong as ever, and in the end each sank to the ground in death, each having
‘won_the victory and each hav1ng been défeated, L ' ' '

&EH . - {

“'\e twin death, instead of brlnging and end to the war only ‘signalled g freoh étarb
. v the hostilitles. Six of the meven generals of Argos were indeed slain, only Adrast

< Bhryived to reivyn homs.. .Thebea rémedned-wneonguered =-but et whit w pricel T Cyeen T

" - uncle.-of the two sons of Oedipus, became King,” He watted to bring back peagé and .

.restore the gtrength of hie city with good government, yet his first acb waé to bfing P

W,more trouble to the family of Oedipus and to himgelf, ¢ , R R
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V:Queations o SR L f_ -':f-", T "'- "; }if~‘f.
7 1. Do you “think the arrangement made between’ Eteocles and Polynices to rule Thebég
" 'wag a good one? Why did it go wrong? S . } o

3 §.;'whs Polynices right to aeek help Txom a foreign King to attaok Thebes or would '1”
- "you consider him to be a traitox? e

;'3.- Which of the two sides do you consider to ba fighting with Right on their alde?

- da _Gan Yyou think of a modorn parallel of thig story in which T men seek to put
' rlght an JnJustice? )

5. 'What rewprd wap promised to the "acren agalnst Thebea“ if they were succesaful.
; ‘What reward could they e xpect? ; : _ _
776. “Fick out the true herces in this- stury.. Vho ara_the cowards ox villains? Give
- . reasons for your choxcas. - o ' R
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Antigons

Creon became King of Thebes at a time when the city had lost half its army in the
civil war. The war was over, Eteocles, the king, was dead; dead also was his
brether, Polynices, who had come with the army of the Argives to fight for his own
right to the kingdom, - . L ' . .

Creon, as the new king, decided first of all to show his people how unforgivable
it wan to make war upon one's own country. To Eteocles, who had reigned in Thebes,
he gave a splendid burialj but he ordered that, upon pain of death, no one was to
prepare for funeral ox even sprinkle earth upon the body of Polynices., It was to
lie as 1t had fallen on the plain for birds and beastsm to devour, To make certain
that his orders were carried out Creon set a patrol of men to watch the body night
and day. - o o _ _ _

mntigone and Ismene, sisters of Polynices, heard the King's orders with alarm and
ghame. They had loved both their brothers, and hated the thought tHat one of them
should lie unburied, unable to Join the ‘world of the ghosta, mutilated and tomrn:
by the teeth of dogs and Jackals and by the beaks and italona of birds. Ismene,
despite her feelings, did not davre oppose the king, but Antigone stole out of the
F*ty by night and, after searching among the piled up bodies of those who had

t ' in the great battle, found the body of her brother, She lightly covered 1t
wiul dust, and said for it the prayexrs that ought to be said for the dead. o

Next day 1t was reported to Creem that someone had dipobeyed the kings orders and
scatlercd earth over the Lody of Polynlces. Creon gwore an oath that if the guilty
person ghould be found, he or she should die for it. He threatened the guards also
with death if they failed to find the criminal, and told them %to uncover the body
again. A } ' ’

That pame day Antigone again stole out of the city to complete her work of burying
her brother., This time, however, the guards kept bettor watch. They geized hex
and brought her before King Creon. Creon's only concern vas that hig oxrders had
been digobeyed: : ’

"Did you Enow;“ he asked Antigone, "the law that I made and the penalty I laid o
down for those vho broke the law?" . -

!
i

"I know it," -Antigone replied, "but there are.other lawg, made not by men but by
r*e toda, There is a law of pity and of mercy. That law is to be obeyed first,
! . I have obeyed that, I will, if I may, obey the laws that are made by men.,"

WIf you love your brother," naid Creon, "more thﬁn the law5 of the ecountry and your
king, then you must bear the penalty, loving your brother in the world of the dead”.

"You may kill me with your laws," Antigone replied," but to me death is lass of an
evil than would be treachery to my brother or covwardice when the time came to help .
him." . T . - .

Creon only became more angry at’his confidence. Now her sister Ismene, who had
been too frightened at first to back up Antigone, came forward and asked to be
allowed to share Antigone's punishment; but Antigone would not allow it. Nox
would 8reon lipten to any appeal for mercy., Not wishing to have the bloed of his
niece upon his own hands he gave orders that she be put into an underground
chamber, walled up and left to die, ' o R

So she was taken avay to a slow, lingering death.

She had been ébout 4o marry Haemon, the King's son but now wam entering the house
of death, to be the bride of Hades, ‘ ' : :

Haamah himself begged the king to be merciful, pointing out that neither he nor
the rest of the people of Thebes approved of so savage a sentence. Antigone had
broken the law, he agreed but she hadAalsO‘acted a8 a sister should,



" The king, however, only became more angry, disgusted that hiz son should spéak against
h*w in this way. C ol SR g e _ ,

Next came Tirewsias to warn Creon that the gods wexe angry with him both for his
merciless punishment of Antigone ann? for l2aving the body .of Polynices to be
desecrated. Creon should have yemembersd how often the prophet's words had come
trne, instead he meérely insulted him, accusing him of taking bxibes from Haeman
to try snd save the life of a oriminal, T P :

Tiresias yeplied "This very day before- the oun gota you will pay twice, yes with

~ two dead bodiesn, for the pin which you could easily have avoided., As for me, I
shall keep far wway from one who, in hia own pride, rejects the godejand is sure
to puffer,". : ..o . T o :

Creon nov, for the first time, began to have pecond thoughta. What if he were
. wrong, toc harsh, too hard? He consented, at last, to do as he had been advised, |
‘He gave orders for the burial of Polynices and went himself to release Antigone
- from her prison, Joyfully Haeman went ahead to break down the wall 4 bui only
“to find that Antigone had made s noose and had hanged herself, Haeman could not
“bear to outlive her. He drew his sword and plunged it into his heart before the
‘ey~g of bis father, ' R PR o
/

Au for Creon, he had scarcely time to lament for hisfn when news reached him of
another dimaster, His wife had heard of Hasmon's death and she too had taken bexr
own life. " So the words of Tiresias weme fulfilled. SR SRR |

'guenﬁions -
1. Wag Greon #ight %o show his people that 1t is Munfergivable to malke idr
. .upon oné's own country"? e o ' : S

2. Can you suggent another wéy,he could have dons_iﬁ'withdut cﬁsatiﬁg'furthef pfoblcma-

for himself and Thebes?
3 Write a shoxt essay of about one side vith the title "nﬁ%igone u'criminal
< or Saint?* S Lo o

, - . - B R B o . , C
45 Examine catfefully how Creon §@¢ﬁ and Lehaves in thin sltcry and write a short
' character study of him. - - o LR

A




