PENELOPE IN 'THE ODYSSEY

She's most upset about Odysseus's Fallure to return home:

She's perpetually crying snd expressing her zrief.

Upset by Phemius's songz about the Greeks' sad homecomings
(384) and by the bezzar's story about his meeting with
Odysseus (293)..

Wants to die (231, 2053,

Inquisitive about storles of Odysseus:

Twice asks Telemachus for detalls of what he heard in
Pyvlos and Sparta (2611,

Insists on seeinz the begzar to nsk for his story (272-3,
2%0) .,

Loves Telemachus:

Very upset when she hears that he's sailed to Pvlos and
that sulitors are plotting to kill him (851}

Telemachus knew she'd be worried glick (UW7).

Annoyed that malds didn't tell her about T's departuyre:
she could have stopped it (8hk}),

Wants to avert murder by zetting Laertes to plead wlith
gultore (84).

Overjoyed to gsee T. back from Sparta (260).

Twice (340 and 320-5) ehe 1= gurprlised but imprassad by
T's rebuking her for being a s8i1lly emobtional vtoman and
sending har back to her loon. (She's used to giving him
orders - e.z. about not interfering with the maids
(339)).
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Compassionate to the beggar (attracted to & man "1ie" hor
husband?):

Shocked by Antinous's treatment of the beggar (272).

Chides Telemachus for letting Antinous hit the beggar
(281-2),

Hospitable to bepgzar (296).

Telemachus §ays she tends to maklke much of beggars and
ignore better men (sulters?) (307).

Sceptical orf optimistic pews:

Requires proof or beggar's claim to have met Odysseys
(293).

Dlistrusts favourahle interpretation of her dream (302).
Disbvelieves Eurycleia's news of Odvseseus's return (3h1),

L

Takes a long time to be convinced by Odyesseuyg -
deliberate Eetting of tegt (3u: rp.).

‘ler asttitude to the suitors

a) She wants Odysseus to return and hates the suitors:

Wantz Odyeseus to return and ki3 the suitors (273).

Athena tells Od. that P's raajl desiré s for od. to
return {212), )

Cccasionally she tells suitors what she feels:

chides Antinous for dizhanourinsg the bond batween
his father andg Odveseue (256);, '

chides suitors for eating her possessions when
‘they chould bae ziving her Presents (283-h) (they
do, and sha accepts them).
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b) Her dilemma (ststed by Telemachusg (2“7)‘und fenelope
(301): . '

1. On the one hand she does not want to remarry
{a) respaect ror Odysseus, who may just be alive:

(b) respact for public opinfen - the public do
disaprrqove when they think she has remarrfied {3uny);

(c),rqmarrluge would be loathsome, the says
{282-3). )

2. On the other hand there are pressures on her to
remarry:

(a) her parente are puthinz hep (292):

{(b) QOdysseus told her 19 wears azo to feel free to

remarry when Telemachus grew a benrd -~ which {2 now
happenting (282-3); ' '

(c) If she doesn'g remarry'soon. sultors will ,
consume Telemschys's whole estate. £

It 1s eclear from what everyone says that she could simply
£0 back to her father and be civen away ags a bride all
over agein: but Tel. qan't make the decision to egend her
there without theraby insulting her powerful father
(ho-1), :

NB Until now, she's been unable to dealde, but now chea's
finally accepted the need to remarry (2382-3, 292) and

decipes - Oor pratends té'deciQe - to gettle the fesue
with the bow. R

-

c¢) Her smhipuvous 1eeding on_of the sultors:

. She gends private messages of encouragement to aach
sultor, s=ay Antinous (39) and Athena {(rr12).

She playved the trick with the loom (39-U0) which
she admite (252), '

So the sultors feel aggrleved at gatting no
satisfaction when they ware led to expect it
(39-40),




