Lucretius

Some notes about his life and career:

Titus Lucretius Carus (98 - ¢.55 b.c)

Poet and philosopher, author of De rerum natura, his only known work.

One story tells of his madness which led to him taking his own life, but
probably this is Christian reaction to his philosophical teachings.

The poem not finally completed, published after Lucretius® death, in
middle of the century.

poem dedicated to Memmius, aristocrat and patron of Catulius (and
Cinna, with whom he went on tour {o Bithynia); extols Memmius as
"excelling in all graces and helping his country in her hour of need" - though
Memmius was banished in 53b.c for corruption during elections of 54b.c!

it is a didactic poem in six books of hexameters

is an exposition of the teachings of Epicurus which Lucretius admired and
believed in.

the purpose of the poem:

"to free men from a sense of guiit and the fear of death by demonsirating that
fear of the intervention of gods in this world and of punishment of the soul after
death are groundless: the world and everything in it are material and governed
by the mechanical laws of nature, and the soul is mortal and perishes with the
body."

the poem expounds the atomic theory Epicurus adopted from Democritus
and Leucippus (5th C.): that an infinite number of atoms moving about in an
infinite space collide and combine with each other to bring into existence the
world in all its variety, and there is nothing in the world that is not material.

man does have free will, made possible by the occasional ‘swerve of the
atoms'’

the poem also deals with Epicurus’ moral theory that pleasure is the aim of
life: pleasure and pain are the only guides to conduct. But by pleasure, he
means the calm that proceeds from absence of pain and desire, and freedom
from care and fear.

Lucretius much influenced by Epicurus’ great contribution to the
alieviation of human sufferina by banishina superstitious fears, introducina



peace of mind, and teaching men how to face all the disasters of life with
serenity.

though the subject does not often make for easy poetic treatment,
Lucretius shows infense awareness of the world about him, especially of the
beaulty of the couniryside, with warm sympathy for all living things and a
compassionate understanding of humanity.

he has a strong moral sense and drives his point home by reference to
closely observed, homely images and similes. His sense of the ridiculous
often tends towards satire.

he was acutely aware of the difficulty of treating such a subject in poetry
but poetry is important as the ‘honey on the rim' of the cup containing the bitter
draught og philosophy'.

“felix qui potuit rerum cognoscere causas” - Virgil

Epicurus

Some notes about his life and career:

(341 - 247) - born in Samos - studied atomist doctrine of Democritus -
founded his own philosophicat circles at Mytilene and Lampsacus.

- seitled in Athens in 307 - inspired affection and respect among his friends
(cf Socrates) - his community (including women and slaves) lived in austere
seclusion - atiracted ridicule because of his philosophical hedonism - prolific
writer but most of it is lost { substantial fragments of his On nature recovered
from carbonised papyrus rolls found in villa at Herculaneum).

His aim: the wise conduct of life, relying on evidence of the senses, elimination
of superstition; his philosophy: atomism, which serves a moral purpose.
Happiness = tranquillity of mind, achieved by proper understanding of naiure.
“We say that pleasure is the beginning and end of living happily"

Mental pleasure is found in ‘ataraxia’, ‘freedom from disturbance' and it is
greater than physical pleasure. It can be attained by learning the nature of
the universe and death, by withdrawing from the turmoils of public life, and
by avoiding emotional commitments.



~(5¥1~0g) a.m> pue Isned ‘goyyzszadng
6t *(6L—v9) monnsmdns woy punyuew 3uralPp 10§ snindndy jo seag

11 ) *(19—05)
 Ooseasz ann, jo uonsodxd e 03 LAST[ 03 SNWIMIY 01 NONEMOYXT
114 {6¥~1) prom

oy 03 eveed Buriq 03 pur snjunueyy uoaied sty ss9pq 03 ‘od
aupdsuy 03 (snua 4, sE poytuosiod) 2amiep Jo 3910] JAREIL 91} 03 Jakerg

NOILDNQOMLNI

BOVdS ANV HILLVW
I ¥oog

¥

‘ppoog yeredss a1 o3 ewidlo s up paulisse v.r sa(I3 ON
Py
weaxnordy o Jo eourydande woly moy ey sBulssa(q a1 “reyoue
10 3oadse auo wr “syensnyp Loy puy -juswmie Suof v Supmepoy
30 urens oy asatjax £oy -esodmd ayqnop e saras 3x3u0d IRy
03 souRaspas SyeIpIwm Jrp woj drede (syoog [eroass o jo

SuoIST[DUcD pue suophpour oyl Surpnppur) sucissaadip ey,
-sapdioursd asoy) jo suwray ur paurerdxa aq 308y ur ued [][-] s{oog
ap wmap prep sojdrourad onsierteiewr ot Pim 0IUod 03 teadde
Je euswiouayd Snolies moy moys o) pauresuod Lpureur st 300d
a1 2Iof ‘QuUYap ssa] SL peantp Gupostuon oYy syoog JoE| AR
U] ‘[eow are usw ey (6z3-L1f 11]) uopensuounp aleloge[d
o o3 dn Juypea) “Buruosear jo ureyo snonunuod e ‘sucrssaifip

43} ® WIIA 'U0I0J SY00Q S2MU ISIY S IBYY PIDROU G [IM 3]
‘wiaad st Jo adnjonas s Jo sskjeuz asroaad v to Suryoess siy jo
Lreurums 3321dwon e se payussead 30u 51 7] “Jusumdte snperong jo
PERD UIEUI 3Y) AO[[0] 0 Topea a1 disy 01 ‘%53 1 Uy $Oi[El puE
Buroeds jo asn o Yy uopouM{uod Uy ‘papuazuy st sisdouls sy I

LS

SISdONAS




. gor
got
Lox
901
101

[-I-}

66

143

g5

£6
6

o

18

og
17

ol
SL
¥L
of

*(ot=1) ss19amm 21 Jo somyeu anyy ot Burfesaas of snmordy jo aserg

TR0 NCO
’ *(678—L1¥) ofp [[I4 pue BIoq 21am Junds poe pury ((14)
¢ s *(91+=96€) 1paxds sponuod pury (14)
“(§6-0Lf)
- fuuenb aqy {(a)
s ARaprredwon sy Apoq o uy nayds-putia jo L
*(69—£7£) Lpoq qim jupds-punu jo uoun ay uo nmuomu_wm._n_.m {an)
=££1) suoniodoad Surlres uy pauIquIod “USUIRD (MO} djKqouy
L1oa & pue 3e9y ‘ure ‘pupm Jo punodwod e st Jdueasqns spyy (RN
*(9£—9f1) sourysqns [easodiod spdus v asodwon (Lpoq ap }
Bnoxqy pasnyggrp) 1ids S pue (seeaq sy up pedper) pupw sy (11
e ) ® +(§€1—+6) Juayds (s S8 5T
os fajonm o jo Luomirey v joua ‘Lpoq s jo xed = sy pure o, (1)
' SNOILISO4dCEd NIAHS

. «(E6-1f)
‘[1A2 Jo 3002 I £ ‘[P 1o Surgiowos Jo pue ‘TP Jo JrIf AYY,

NOILONAOWLNI

ANIW GNV ZdIT
11 yooq

e

*(FL~T011) pua T 248Y NOOS [[Lu pue Juruurdaq € pey plaom yp (I
. -(Yor1~obo1)

spod oy wog sousispreyay noym ‘Bovtepndai-pes st aamen (11)

(6g—Ezo1) Jaqumu a)puyuy ue jo 20 51 plIom M (1)

STIUVIIOUWOD ITVHIANID ITUHL

*(zro1—-166)
srmien jo wwresowed Jomyrgs-1oas s wrepdxs 9am wed 05 A[uo
{(066-598) dwspuas pue ‘(¥g—z¥g) |jPws pur ‘53rm ‘punos
‘yeay ‘(1Fg—o0fL) MOJOD JO PIOADD IIB SIAPISWAY) SWOIE ] (14)

*(6z—00L) 351x3 wed spumodiuos meaaad AjuQy (a)

"(669-285)

- Big e qm

1eg Jompow jo drgsiom s uo {099-6gf) vopsasfig

MEqua Jo spury wasagp Jo spimodwed a1e s123(qo dqqusta ||y (A1) ;
(1 mlmw,mV UOTINNSIP SaDUL[Rq UOTILdLd :uopssauBig 8
‘(go—z15) Bmc.w_.._ 51 adeys suo £ure jo swoje Jo raqung ay g (ju
*(123-gL¥) a3fuy Inq o81e; st sadeys aywore o Laquing aqy (1) 3
. *(LLy—EEE) swoje Jo adeys pue ;
9215 313 U] SANALIA 03 INP Are £102(q0 o sontadoad snotrea Ay, (3) M

H4AVHS DIWOLY NO SNOILISOdOUd XIS

SISdONKS

69
89
99
iy

+9
9

o9

65

2t
5
1§
'14

¥

154
113

LE
5t

13
1f

|
|
|

|
i
i
,
i

A«m.
~§of) nopmn reopdo e s w.ﬂuumﬁ Jo Ao ymeredde oy ()
‘(Lo

~¥61) smou weqy paysofiuco oT; 30 BI0W TR F249u 215Mm L], (A)
(E6-517) [eonsea o@ wom AyBiys sasoms Loy Ljjeuorsmog (an)
‘(frz—bgr) SpEMUMOP 2A0W Lewnron swoge Sy f [€143]

*(€8—£91) spol L speur you PIA0s 3Gy uorssalq
*(95—t¥1) 348y wap 2035y anow Lqr ()
~ (tF1-19)
Burpunoger 1o Burrey ..Bﬁmu_.?oﬁ a3 uo slemfe s1v suoje 1
INIWIAOW JINOLY NO SNOILISOdO¥d Xi§

*(29~1) PPEP & woy D_Lmﬁna Bu3dngs sfoams Taqdosoymd agy

|
NOILONGOWLNI

SWO.LV d0 mm%._\mm ONV SINIWIAOW
i yoog .

“(£1-¥111) somaou 0 spea £1es0081p 30y
aZmEmu<:-.Aooz,n. 40 quom v

"(Er11+2501) anuao ou Seq asraamm aqy (1rpA)
“(1501-176) SSA[puMog st asraatun oq 1, (jia)
BNOILISOJONd MAHLNNL OML
H .
[}

“(oté—0Eg) Qﬁomﬂdﬂb 3193 3unp o se 2IMET uTes

3 Jo are Suppdrass Jo saed jmaucdwos s 3eqy Kooty oy (2)
_ “(6zg-SoL) (sapopadury)

TNOJ JO 10 FUIUIR 0M3 Jo SiSITas BunLiaaa yep L1033 a1 (q)
| “(boL-59) juammap sp2uls @O

stes 2o (smypera) aag jo 5103 Bt {iaas jeg A103u3 oqy (D)

SEIYOIHL ﬂ.m.—tm 40 NOIlvinaaw

“(+E9-£3%) sjquonnsapu are smoge aqy (1)
*(z8—g1¥) s Byiqiou Jo pue fmoea jo pue (Quap

-oe pue seredord o ﬁiv ISHEU JO FSEU0D RIAMUM I (1)
m (L1¥-62€)

(fmoes) aoeds Ldwa Eﬁgh.ou PN o ‘Ruew sapisag (af)

i (gz€
~$92) (smoze) soprred S[QISIAT] JO WLI0) S T SETXa JeRE (T

{(F9-T17) porerrqrute 1oas st SuyqoN (11)
*{F1z-5%1) Supgon jo yno P3ITL 1243 st Juppon (1)

ENOILISOJ0UI 1UVKINA XIS
w .
SISAONAXS 14
)
_
I




*(L5—gh¥1) ssauBod Jo Bpomay sdwarrdag (x5

TIT “(L—otF1) o3
{(6=9E¥1) Buftoyer-aun “(SF-z1¥1) suorysey Bupdueme Yi11+r
—6LE1} opnw (34-19%1) smymope ‘(og—0SE1) awmysory (rpa)

Soz *(6¥E1~1¥z1) Cyseq pm jo Jusmiodurs Lreaijim wo (6¥—gof 1)
uopssuBlq 2 IR faesm wr asn TR pue sepuwr Jo L1vaovsyq (1)

goz *(obz1~1911) vonnssedns 108aq suetoud Mol (1)
Soz *(o5—Jor1) Juounrsaod pue mep ‘Gaadory (a)
Yoz *(Fe11-1601) 2ay jo Lxsaoosyg (ap)
zot . *(e6—guo1) aBenduey jo willio remyent (urp)
ez *(Ez-t101) 13vnuoy mpog Ay, (1)
651 ‘(e101=526) wews sapipupy (1

ALAIDO0S NVWOH 40 INIWJOIIAZT

961’ (P2 6-LTg) parerxa saeq
AOA3M UES SINNO IITU gun s pojeuTw|S 33 sadfy awog (1)
561 (9£8—2LL) Mred o Jo Ino maxg spreugue pue sjueyd sopy (1)

H2IT dO AONTDUINWI

981 *(oLL~605) sa1p0q Anmwavaq I Jo JuIwRAOTE pure 2rnyeny (711
fg1  *(poS—o1t) smore Jo ampuod e £y powrzoy sem praosm aq mopy (1)
£ELy . “(S1¥

~16) pawaouosmm ﬂ_mn ajownnl are ogm ‘spod agy Aq paean
30T feM 3L pus ue dseq [m pue Suruurdaq e pey pros ayy (1)

QTEOM THL 40 NOILYWHOd ANV SMOLVN

zC1 *(06-55) p yoog xof swrreBoxd poe A1 00 Jo Lreunmmg
ol “(¥5—-1} soqnozay
jo umoau YEpmne Tey Leumy 0y septes nﬂ.unsb,u_mm Jo asperg
. HOIL2NaO¥LNI

A307101008 NV ADOTOMWSOD

4 yooq
69t - *(£g—6az1) uopraroxd jo swoayqory (ar)
Lot *(goz1-2611) [engnur axe xas Jo sfof oqp (i

*{1611-gfo1) moseas U wo snpmams xas jo age Burqumysiy (1)
*(£5=~LEo1) surdio x2s a1 a3ejnwps sadeury sop ()

Xdas

SISAONALS

gt “
£51 ¢

951

apewr axam Katy .._uERW 0§ asodmd I J0u ‘smedio Ajrpoq mo
JO3msaa g axe Anoﬂ_hﬁ-
.

k2]

[ AR

F03e purm £[uo puv .ﬂ..:o [ERSEe ey Jarsuny S sodewy jmuspy (1)

151
(331
L4

5¥r
obr
gEx

LEy

b1
€1

161

!
Jo womms o woy mﬁwnn«:ﬂ SWy TRR ae sofewy qensyy ()

ofr

Lrx

atr

rex

358 Jo 3oedun oJ woyy sajemdlIe JuOwasow Lreyunjop ()’

[erveds sfed pung aq a._w_.._i 03 paarantad ore soffeury aop fuo ().

{jua o sy P& ‘gonesuss WPILSID 0} pasn 39 Jouned ssary) (1)

@50 jo oedun Elir} Eo.w Supmsax ‘4Iney Jo uwioj e sy uoisiA (ap)

i
w0y oy Jo mopeiquod ap £q pawIo} are soBewy owog (1)

~¥2o1) jof [essoagm 13 Jo|souegdacoe [Myreap uy s9yf ssaurddeyy (3)
Sl

sdupiogme Lopres jo u:oaMhb are PH Jo swed LewpBew sy, (g)

|
Awm.oufhom@ d33}s o puru 1 wo joe sodvury Moy (ap)”
: (906-LLg) salenyy - ¢

(ol-fzg) _

e Bugpniour) sanpance. ma suopssufg i
: (zT8-LLL) voymape

i (al-zzL) weduy aporp £q porowr are |

T1L4 AONY IHONOHS
: *(12L-EL9) yug (i) L
, (2L-519) aysey (1f -

i *(Fro—¥15) Bupresyy (1) . 5 .
nmwz"mumwmhommh . . . ;

"(425—€9} jarjaq 0§ vopepimoy aqsod
Aww.vw*umu SUCISR{[Y pUe sasssuyeasm [eandg (1a)

*(Ee€-692) szo1rpy 4q paaapar aze safewry moy (a)
: *{89—0€1) w260 o wo waFeuyy

Amwalm.vL 158 £19a [aavy pue pajyus s Layp (up
(t¥=621) sp3alqo U3IRMp

“(gz1-97) sp3fqa

NOJSIp 20 BMNLVN THL '
.3 2=1) J2uold e 5) 3y jeq saopofer 390d g
ZnTnu:noE.E
i
1
X3S NV NOILVSNIS
L 4] yoog
I
ﬂ _ @6
! ‘(Ezo1—gL6)
lL6—otg) Hymsom go s3ussalq oy (o)

IVHOW ML
! :
SISdONLS

R e e e e




aq1 fo axmpN s mp souyy ssoyy esodwoo o dumatns
995 | diysrownaed sy3 st sanok ‘ssauraao] pue £of ur mo1d 03
Pl¥om 31pums Juruys s oqur sedrours Burpou no ynowpm
PUE 3s241um 343 Jo temod Jurping sy oxe puole nof aouig

. *spaa1q
[e19495 1191 sonpoadaz Moﬁ SuwBuoy oyeuorssed Yala Je OS
*aa07 Buninj[e [rsur nok {[® Uz 210 jo sse01q 213 ojul “spaiq
24 Jo s13[ays Ljesp a1 pue smopesur SNOINpIaA ‘syuaLIoy
Surysna ‘spuerdn Pue seas 3noydnonp og *aapsap sozey LELy
peat anof mojjoy £oqa “wrreyp ‘mod £q punoq-fjadg “sureans
Sumoy-yms a3 wryms pue saxmsed ysny a1 yBnoxg ysuy
‘PIi# unT SR3Ed oy xapN e 3R 0wl paorard sey
3eq tomod o st sinof 10§ {{nwo 1nof jo wonewny 381y
3 2413 ape o SpIG a1 “ssappod 3eeid ‘wory ‘patseapum
s1 Uydsz jo pea1q Swzynasy s 010§ I [[e Ul weym
‘Bunxds jo jo0dse a3 wo synd Lep o1 350y oy *30UeIpEI
PASTHIP (s saofd pue pawen sy Ays o ‘yBne speas] e300
@3 1ok 107 *stamop jrems dn s3uy yaes sapwean op
nof 10 “Lys oy ®3es10} spnop 31 Sunwoo anod Je pue ‘aay
Sputas a3 nok a10jag “3yBiyuns ay3 uodn oo} 01 YI0] SwI0d
PUE P2AIS0UGD BXE soInjens Juray ype nok ydnoy] *pooj.auo
SPRH 3ot Yarea sy3 pue sdyys mo dn skonq 3ew eas 3 poq
‘21 YL suraey 2angen [e Ay a3 Jo suonepa3sueo Jurppaym
Y3 Japun ey Buop mof s 3 ‘snuap BupaiF-apy ‘spol
Pue waux 3o 3ydrap *soes sy pue SYENZY 40 YIHLIOW

£

g0Vds ANV YaLLVW
1yoog |

FOrEPI 1.;:5‘--..;%@:}*?"1““‘“51!'2“-1"

:

i
e L bl i i e bkt it
e o e B : MG

|
|
_
m
|
|

ofz *(9821~0601) oorurprdy ()
Yz : *(6go1—906) seudey (1)
£z Au.omlwthuu s2upads o sapdosd T3 (1a)
14 “(EFe-9£L) spirq o 1%} oTe saoerd sutos Loy {8}
6tz _ “(LE=21L) spooy appy (ap)
8fz “ *(r1-fof) euain .
-owqd e oy ameo ang 343 Burulsse jo Gmoypp suofssaByg
Stz : : “(tol-6£9) saowmjop am
SEz *(8E-g09) azps ‘sunes amp sdessye s1 208 oip Ly an
€Ez . : . *(Log-5t5) saxyenbprey (1)
<2m:onﬁm IVIMLSTYHAL
ofz u

~36%) ‘03 ‘uyer ‘(P6~155) sprop - ‘(o5-£zh) anodsmiza (11)
i (zrb-6:17)

N[eqPpuME pue (grz—ogr) Supagly (651-96) Lpunyy ()

<ZNEOZNIP IVELSZ 1D

oIz

817 *(56~£+) nopnssadns gsireq o3 mmqu

124 euswouayd pesmzen Jo 33papsmorny
£1g "(z¥~1) suaqy Jo Lip13 Smamon 3 ‘snanapdz jo aspery
zouaouwoxhz.

. L
4507035 anv gv010¥oaLaN
14 yéog
mmth_ZMrw 9T
|
{

.
e s 7 Sy T

L1 Ll T A MR Y P TR R g e

“(bes .




