To Demeter.

The Hymn relates a story from mythology which 1s told in the context of the values of vt

the heroic age and includes images from iocal cult; images which are peripher al 1o the
story itseff and its form as an aetaologlcal myth. Shorn of its cult images. it tells of the
giving by a tather of his daughter to his brother without reference to the girl's mother
(or the girl's feelings), and the subsequent search by the mother for her daughter and
ulttmate reconciiation and compromise.  This is in keeping with the heroic ethos as it
is reveaied in the Homeric epics: men have total power- over their families and. in
particular. the female members; this may be expressed in a somewhat extreme form
because the personae dramats are Immortals. The father can dispose of his
daughter to whom he wishes; in practice - or amongst mortals - the mother would
probably be told. but told rather than consulted: the daughter would be required to
acquiesce. Zeus is presented as head of his family. and he can send a messenger 10
his brother to request that he release his niece/wife and Aidoneus agrees, but ensures
that she will return; one can see in this that the niceties are preserved, Zeus relies on
his natural authority, but Aidoneus knows that he will not be deprived of his git.  The
significance of the pomegranate in this context is that it represents something binding,
even Demeter must accept that the "contract” is valid (It is possibie that this might be
the taking of the glrls virginity, or that she has accepted food from his hand in his own
home). and she accepts the conditions. When Persephone returns. she takes with
her Hecate as "minister and companion”, this may also be a sign of format :erogmtion
ct the relationship in that she takes a maidservant of her own. oot iy .
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The lliad and the Odyssey reveal different aspects of women in the heroic age:
fargely as chattels and the spoils of war in the former. more as domestic creatures in
peace in the latter, and in the Hymn we seem 1o be seeing things from a woman's
parspective. It suggests that mothers had concern for their daughters' futures and -
were quite prepared to withdraw their services it they were not considered. Demeter
shuns Olympus, and ensures that the family there suffer by the withdrawal of their
"right of gifts and sacrifices”: despite her suffering, there is no more sympathy for for
podonwho suffer withdrawal of the necessities of life, than there is for the masses who
fall to the swords of the heroes of the lliad.  In dealing with the supreme aristocracy.
those lower in the social order are mere tools. Demeter is adamant and immune 10
ali pressure (from "all the blessed and eternal gods") and her initial request is only to
see her daughter again: but she knows the limits of her influence, and having seen
Persephone accepts that she must return to her husband after her own mother in turn
has persuaded her that what rights she has - seemingly confined to continued
intercourse with her daughter - will be respected. The emotions at which we guess in
the period between Demeter's learning of her daughter's fate and her return to her
husband seem to mirror those of Calypso {Od. 5.120ff), but Demeter has the power as
well as the will to resist whereas Calypso has not.  This is an aspect of the influence
of women on those near to them which is easily forgotten, and the Hymn (in many <~
ways like the Odyssey) appears an acknowledgement. by the poet at any rate. of this
influence; in a later era it would be exploited for dramatic effect by Aristophanes
{Lvsistrata. Ekkiesiazousai). On one level, the major influence is the grandmother,
Rhea and though the gods. Zeus and Aidoneus, do work out events as they had
ntended. they have learned not 1o ignore the female influence(Demeter is offered
"what rights she should choose". and in the lastresort. to capitalise on it in the person
and embassy of Rhea. 1t may be significant that Zeus sends goddesses. Iris and
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How far is "The Hymn to Demeter” typically heroic in ethos.
and how tar can it be related to local cult?
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Rhea. 1o Demeter. but a god. Hermes. 10 Aidoneus.

There are scenes of fife in the okos, they are confined to the women's quarters of
the home of Celeus, and here. his wife has control: Caliidice states that the men of
powar have "wives who manage the house” and her mother, Metaneira, has the
authority to take on servants at will. The formula for greeting is different from that
seen. between men. in the Homeric epics - they come straight to the point with a
barrage of questions beginning with a request that she identify herself. This may be a
valid description and denote a different etiquette from that employed by the men.
Demeter accepts hospitality, but again her demeanour is different from that of the men.
she shows her distress in silence and a manner that might have appeared churlish to
a Nestor or Menelaus. When she is revealed. and her presence becomes a matter

for public concern, Celeus is told (though he is not disturbed through the night) and he . -

summons the people to the familiar assembly and they join in building the temple and
altar: we are back in the realm of the men.

When Demeter addresses Helios she uses the formula used by suppliants in the
liiad “....if ever by word or deed...| have cheered your heart......... tell me....." the
request is made after reminding the god of what has been done for him in the past;

Demeter does qualify her request by pointing out her own divine status. but the words

are of the pattern of Chryses (lliad | 35ff).

When Demeter reveals herself after her being discovered with the child Demophoon,
she says that she will no longer bestow immortality on him, but he will receive honour
{5me because he has laih on her knees. This may have been the extent of her
powers. goddesses were rarely able to grant immortality (and where Eos did succeed
with Tithonus. she forgot to ask for a cessation of aging with predictable
consequances), but the honour of special association with an immortal was the mark
of the hero in that ethos.

There are features in the story which seem to relate to cult; features do relate to
what is known of the Lesser Mysteries celebrated during Anthesterion? the secrets of
the Greater Mysteries were never revealed despite the claims by some writers in the
Christian era. "Myth affects ritual , ritual affects myth" (Kirk p253), it seems likely that
some of the features in the Hymn ywere used in ritual. others introduced to explain pre-
existing ritual.  The drinking of the Lykeon a mixture of meal. water and mint, was 10
"observe the sacrament” {or rite - Mvlonas p260), Vet there is no suggestion of arite in
the Hymn. it is more likely that the Hymn was inspired by arite and this was added to
the original story, Jt may be a feature of rites connected with fertility, as is recorded for
the Apanopsia (Kirk p250),'fn the case of the Eleusinian Mysteries, the connection
between the grain and Deniéter is clear. The preceding fasting and abstention from
bathing (not tasting ambrosia. nectar or sprinkling with water) whilst she wanders in
search of her daughter are appropriate to a distraught mother, but are equally
appropriate for a period of ritual fasting and refraining from washing.  The ritual of the
Greater Mysteries involves fasting and bathing, and a procession (Mylonas p248). the
bathing probably commemorating the implied "uncleanness”, and the procession, the
wandering. The ten days recounted in the Hymn may refer to the length of ritual.
though they may equally refer to a less definite period (the Trojan siege lasted for "ten”
years), but the “flaming tarches" which she carried, in daylight, suggest ritual.  One of
the officials of the cult. the dagbuchos was the second most important functionary in
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the cult - the torchbearer_"ﬂ'é had a female assistant, and it is possible that this is an L
accretion to the original myth - Hecate in the Hymn.

The goddess tears her veil, and again this may be an appropriate response. but may
be re-enacted in ritual. of may, together with casting down "her dark cloak”, tell ot a
putting off of the old in preparation for donning the new; although there is no direct
suggestion that the Mysteries were a representation of a new birth, regeneration is
implied by the myth.  When Demeter enters the house of Celeus. she is veiled. and
wearing a dark cloak, it is known that the /?7_;/.5'1‘96 werﬂelled during part of the
ceremony. and again, the Hymn could be reporting rifual. or echoing the myth which
gaverise to it. Her refusal of a place of hanour could be a courtesy, but being seated
on a fleece-covered stool suggests ritual. it was used by the dacouchos in ritual
purification {Mvlonas p243) and may have had a more general role (Wagner p76), but
this latter interpretation is drawn from pictorial sources and may not have been part of o
the initiation for everyone.,

The Hymn tells how Demeter was amused by lambe.’fﬂis has been expanded by
some, but may refer to other rites (Rose p72. Kirk p267 quotes Clement of Alexandria
who may not have been referring to the Mysteries at Eleusis, though he may have,
himself, been misinformed). The amusement appears to have broken the sombre

mood of the goddess. and it is possible that the insults thrown at the processing v .4, .7

O
celebrants as they crossed the river Kephisos (gep/rismol were an attempt to mimic” o | 0 .

a reduction in the solemnity of the occasion (Burkert p.287); though there may have ., s
been a part of the secret ritual more closely related to thisreference. '

There are two revelations, or epiphanies, of the goddess. her entry into the house ot 7,
Celeus and her declaration when she is discovered with Demophoon” which are = '

associated with a supernatural light: earlier.when Hecate met with her. she was holding
atorch. This insistence on light (as well as the earlier quoted example) suggest that it
had a ritual importance. There may have been the kindling of torches, or some

lighting effect during nocturnal parts of the ceremonies which relate to these elements LR

(Burkert p288). and there may have been a "vision” or revelation which could be .., » . .,
related to the unexpected intetrruption as Metaneira discovered what was being done - ,

o her child. (it is difficult to find any other reason for the inclusion of this episode,
uniess it served a dynastic purpose for the descendants of the clan). This introduction
of the child into the story magzave stimulated the Athenians to initiate a child (pas

ap/y’ estas) at public expense fhe epithet is suggestive (Burkert p288), and may be a

retic of a ime when human sacrifice was practiced as part of a fertility ritual (Lityerses N

myth: Frazer p560ff)... G M e B e e Pt ot P T J
There are features in the Hymn which are appropriate to the story, and are

represented in ritual, possibly as a direct enactment; the goddess sits down at a well,

the parthenior. and at the end of the procession. in the court at Eleusis. there was

dancing round the Kallichoron well (Mylonas p.257). The daughters of Celeus meet-

the goddess when they are going to draw water, in "pitchers of bronze"; this may, be

represented by the fermophorra (Mylonas p257).  There may have beeh a

parformance enacting the myth, (Rose p71, Mylonas p262, Wagner p80) it is po/sufbie

that the rape of Persephone was simulated and a search in the precmct be/ore the LS Y

revelation 1o the initiates. /lr : Lh
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1 seuin to sing of rich-huired Demeter, awful god-
dess—of Lier and her trim-ankled daughter whom
Aidoneus rapt away, given to him by all-sceing Zeus
the lond-thunderer. .

Apart from Demeter, lady of the golden sword
and glorious fruits, she was playlng with the deep-
bosonied daughters of Occanus and gathering fAowers
over a soft meadow, roses and ¢rocuses and beautifu)
violels, irises also and hyacinths and the narcissus,
which Karth made to grow at the will of Zeus and to
Ialease the Host of Many, te be a anare for the bloom.
ike girl—a marvellous, radlant flower. It was a
thing of awe whether for deathless gods or mortal
wen to see t from its root grew a hundred blooms
and it smetled most sweeltly, go that all wide heaven
above and the whole earth and the sea's salt awell
laughed for joy. And the girl was amazed and
reached out with both hands to take the lovely toy;
but the wide-pathed carth yawned there in ie plain

of Nysa, and the lord, Host of Many, with his im-
mortal horses aprang out upon her—the Son of
Cronos, He who has many names.!

He caught her up reluctant on his golden car and
bare her away lamenting. Then she cried out shrilly
with lier voice, ealling upon her futher, the Son of
Crones, wha 1s most high and excellent.  But no one,
either of the deathless gods or of mortal men, heard
her vuice, nor yet the ollve-trees besring rich fruit:
only tender-hearted Hecate, bright.-coilfed, the
daughter of Pcrsaeus, heard the girl from her cave,
and the Jord Helios, Hyperion's bright son, as she
cried to her father, the Son of Cronos. But he was
sitting aloof, apart from the gods, in bis temnple
where many pray, aud receiving ewect offerings from
mortal men. So he, that Son of Cronos, of many
names, who is Ruler of Many and Host of Many,
was bearing her away by leave of Zeus on his
immortal chariot—his own brother's child and ali
unwilling. '

And so long as she, the goddess, yet beheld earth
and starry hesven and the strong-flowing sca where
_ fishes shoal, and the rayi of the sun, and still hoped
' to see her dear mother and the tribes of the eternal

gods, g0 long hope calmed her great heart for all her
trouble. . . . and the heighta of the mountains and
the depths of the sea ragg with her Immortal volee:
and her queenly mother:heard her.

Bitter pain scized her heart, and che rent the
covering upon her diving hair with her dear hands :

her dark cloak she cast Jown from both her shovlders
aund sped, like a wild-bjrd, over the firm land and
yiclding sca, secking hef child.  But no one would
tell her the truth, nelther god nor mortal man; and

. of the birds of omen ngne came with true news for

" her. Then for nine days’queenly Deo wandered over
the earth with faming togches in her hands, so grieved
that she ncver tasted ambrosia and the sweet
draught of nectar, nor sprinkled her body with
water. But when the tenth enlightening dawn had
come, Hecute, with a tyrch In her hauds, met her,
and spoke to her and tojd her news:

# Queenly Demeter, lringer of seasono and giver
ol goud gilty, what gog of hieaven or whot mortal
man has rapt away Perscplhone und plerced with
sorrow your dear heart} For I hicard her voice, yet
saw not with my eyes who it wag, But I tell you
truly and shortly all I kpow.”

So, then, said Heeate, And the daughter of rich-
lhaired Rhes answered her not, but sped swiltly with
her, holding flaming torghes in her hands. So they
came to Helios, who is watchman of both gods and
men, and stood in front of his horses : and the bright
goddess enquired of him: Hellos, do you at least

regard me, goddess as | 4m, if ever hy word or deed of .

mine | have chacred youy heart and spirit,  Through
the fruitless ale [ hemd the thrilling cry of my
dsughter whom I bare, yweet sclon of my body and
lovely in forin, as of one seized violently; though
with my eyes I saw apthing. But you—for with
your beams you look down from the bright upper air
Over all the carth and rep—tell me truly of wmy denr

child, I you have scen hicr any.hcre, will god or
mortsl man has violently setzed her against her will
aicl mine, and 20 made ofl.”

So said she, And the Son of Hyperion answered
lier: * Queen Demcter, daughter of rich-haired Rhea,
f will tell you the truth; for [ greatly reverence and
K]ity you in your grief for {our trim-ankled daughter.

one other of the deathless gods Is to blame, but
only cloud-gathering Zeus who gave her to Hades,
her father's brother, to be called his buxom wile.
And Hades selzed her and took her loudly crying in
lis charlot down to his realn of mist and gloo
Yet, goddess, cease your loud lament and keep not
vain anger unrelentingly: Aidoneus, the Ruler of
Many, iz no unfilting hughand among the deathless
gods for your child, being your own brother and bora
of the same stock ! slso, for honour, he has that third
share which he received when divislon was made st
the first, and jg appolated lord of those among whom
he dwells.” '

So he spake, and called te his horues : and at his
chiding they quickly whirled the swift chariot slong,
ke long-winged birds.

But grief yet more terrible and savage came into
the heart of Demeter, and thereafter she was 50 an-
gered with the dark-clouded Son of Cronos that she
avoided the gathering of the gods and high Olympus,
and went to the towns and rich ficlds of men, dis-
figuring her form a long while, And no one of men
or deep-bosomed women knew ler’ when they saw

- hher, until she came to the house of wise Celcus who

then was lord of fragrant Bleusis. Vexed in her dear
heart, she sat near the wapside by the Maiden Well,
from which the women of tlhe place were used to
draw water, in a shady place over which grew an
olive ghrub. Aud she was like nii ancient woman
who Is cut off from childhearing 4nd the gifts of
garland-loving Aphredite, like the purses of king's
children who deal justice, or like tle house-kecpers
in their echoing halls. Therc the daughters of
Celeus, son of Eleusis, saw her, as they were coming
for ensy-drawn water, to carry it in pitchers of bronze
to their dear father’s bouse : four wiire they aud like
goddesics fn the flower of their girthood, Cullidice
and Cleisidice and lovely Demo sjud Callithoié who
was the eldest of them all, They knew her aot,
—for the gods aro not ensily discerned by morlals—,
but standing uear by her spoke winyged wards ; .

« Old mother, whence and who'are you of folk
born long ago? Why are you gony away from the
city aml do not draw near the houjes? For there
in the shady halls are women of jpst such age ns
you, and others younger; and they would welcome
you both by word and by deed.” -

Thue they sald. And she, thay queen amony
goddesses answered them saying: 4 Hail, dear chil-
dren, whosoever you are of woman-kind. 1 will tell
you my story ; for it is uot unseemly that I should
tell you truly what you ask, Doso {s my name, for
my slately mother gave it me, And now 1 am come
from Crete over the sew’s wide back—not willingly ;
but pirates brought me thence by fyrce of strength
against my liking. Afterwards they put In with
their swilt craft to Thoricus, aud there the women
landed on the chore in full throng and the wen
likewise, and they bognn to mukg ready a meal
hy the stern-eables ol the whip *But wy beart
craved not pleasant food, snd I flvg sceretly across
the dark country and escaped my mastors, that
they should not take me unpurch ssed -acrosa the
sen, there to-win s price for me. And so I wandered
and am come hero: and 1 know not gt all what land
this Is or what people are in It.  But may all those
who dwell on Olympus glve you huskands and birth
of chiliren as parents desire, 60 you take plty on nie,
muldensy, and show me this clearly thyt [ may learn,
dear children, o the house of what !imn and woman
I may go, to work for them cheerfully at such tasks
as belony to o woman of my age. Well could I nurse
a new born child, holding him In my:arms, or keep
liouse, or spread my musters’ bed in a recess of



the well-built chamnber, or teach the women their
work.”

S0 said the goddess,  And straightway the unwed
waiden Callidice, goodlicat in form of the daughters
of Celeus, answered her and said ;

“ Mother, what the gods send us, we mortals bear
perforce, although we suffer; for they are much
stronger than we. But now I will teach you
clearly, telling you the names of men who have
great power and honour here and are chlef among
the people, guarding our city’s coif of towers by
their wisdom and true judgemcnis: there is wise
Triptolemus and ‘Dioclus and Polyxeinus and blamne-
less Eumolpus and Dolichus and our own brave
father, All these have wives who manage in
the house, and no one of them, so soon as she
had seen yuu, would dishonour you and turn you
fromn the ﬁouse, but they will welcome you; for
indecd you are godlike. But if you will, stay here;
and we will go to our father's house and tell Metan-
eira, our deep-bosomed wother, all this matter fully,
that she may bid you rather come to our home than
search after the houses of others. She lias an only
son, late-born, who la being nursed in our well-buill
house, a child of many praycrs and welcome: If you
could bring him up until he reached the full measare
of youth, any oue of womankind who shonld see you
wuuld straighiway envy you, such giits would our
wolher give for his upbringing.”

So she spuke: and the goddess bowed her head In
assent. And they filled their shining vessels with
water nnd carried themn off sejoicing,  Quickly they
cume to their father’s great house and straightway
told their mother according as they had heard and
scen. Then she bade them go with all speed and
invite the stranger to come for a measureless hire.
As hinds or heifers in spring time, when sated with
pasture, bound about a meadow, o they, holding up
the folds of their lovely garments, darted down the
hollow path, and their hair like a crocus flower
streamed about their shoulders. And they found
the good goddess near the wayside where they had
left her befure, and lefl her to the house of thelt
dear futher. And she ‘wolked Lehind, distressed in
her dear heart, with hgr hend veiled and wearing a
durk clouk which waved about the slender feet of the
guddess. : )

Suun they came to the house of beaven-nurtured
Celeus aud went through the portice to where thelr
queenly mother sat by a pillar of the close-fitted
roof, holding lier son, 3 tender scion, in her bosom.
And the girls ran to hgr.  But the goddess walked
to the threshold : and ljer head reached the roof and
she filled the doorway with a hcavenly radiance.
‘Then awe and reverende and pale fear took hold of
Mectaneira, and she rofe up trom her couch before
Deueter, and bude hgr be seated. But Demeter,
Lringer of scasons sud giver of perfect glfts,
would not sit upon the bright couch, but stayed
silent with lovely eyes past down until careful lambe
placed a jointcd sest for her and threw over it »
silvery fleece. Then shy gat down and held her vell in
her hauds before her; face. A long time she sat
upon the stool! withpyt upeaking becsuss of her
surrow, and greeted ny one by word or by sign, but
rested, never smiling, and tasting weither food nor
drink, because she plngd with lopging for her deep-
bosomed daughtef, untjl carcful-lambe—who pleased
her moods in aflertime also—moved the holy lady
with many & quip and’jest to smile and laugh and
cheer her heart.  Thep Metaneira filled a cup with
sweet wine aud offered it to her; but she refused It,
for she sald it was not lawful for her to drink red
wine, but bade them 1pjx meal and water with soft
mint and give her to drink. 'And Metancira mixed
the draught and gave i to the goddess as she bade.
So the great queen Ijso received it to obscrve the
sacrament » L ® ' .

And of them al), well-girded Metaneira firgt
Legan to speak : “ Iluil, Jady | For 1 think you are
not meanly but nobly born ; truly digeity and grace
arc couspicuous upon your eyes as in the eyes of
kings that deal justice. Yet we mortale bear per-
force what the gods send us, though we be grieved;
for a yoke is set upon our necks, But now, since
you are come here, you shall have what 1 can be-
stow: and nurge me this child whom the gods gave
me in my old age and beyond my hope, a son much
prayed for. If you should bring him up until he
reach the full measure of youth, any one of woman-
kind that sees you will straightway envy you, so
great reward would I give for his upbringing.”

Then rich-huired Demeter answered her: ¢ And
to you, also, ludy, all hail, and muy the gods give you
good! Gludly will I take the Loy to my breast, as
you bid me, and will norse him. Never, [ ween,
through any heedlessness of his nurse shall witcheraft
hurt him nor yet the Undercutier:! for I know a
charm far stronger than the Woodeutter, and I kivow
an excellent safeguard against woeful witcheraft.”

When she had so spoken, she took the child in
ber fragrant bosomn with her divine handa: and his
mother was glad in her heart. So the goddess
vursed in the palace Demophoin, wise Celeus’
goudly son whom well-girded Mectancira bare, And
the child grew like some lmmortal belng, not fed
with food nor nourished at the breast: for by da
tich-erowned Dcmeler would ancint him  with
anibrosla as if he were the offspring of a god and
breathe sweetly npon him as she held him in her
bosemn. Dut at night she would hide him like o
brand In the heart of the fire, unknown to his dear
wrents. And it wrought great wonder In these that

e grew beyond his age ; for he was like the goda face
to face, And she would have made him deathless
and unageing, had not well-girded Metancira In her
heedlessness kept watch by night fiom her sweet-
smelling chamber and spied. Bgt she wailed
and smote her two hips, because sha feared for her
son and was greatly distraught in her heart; so she
lamented and uttered winged words:

# Demopholin, my son, the strangg woman buries
you dcep in fira aud works grief and bilter sorrow
for me.’ o

Thus ehe spoke, mourning. Aud the bright
goddess, lovely-crowned Demicter, heard her, and
was wroth with her. So with lier divine hands she
satched from the fire the dear son whom Metancira
had born unhoped-for in the palace, and cast him
from her to the ground; for she wag terribly angry
in her heart. Forthwith she said to well-girded
Metaneira :

“ Witless are you mortals and dull to forcsee your
lot, whether of good or evil, that comes upon you
For now in your heedlessncss you have wrought
folly past lealing; for—De witness the oath of
the gods, the relentless water of SBtyx—1 would
have made your dear son deathless and unaging
all his days and would have bestowed on him ever-
lasting honour, Lut now he can in po way escape
death ond the fates, Yet shall upfailing honour

always rest upon him, beenuse he fay upon my knces
and slept in my arms.  But, as the yearsmove round
and when ho {s In his prlme, the sobs of the Eleusi-
nions shall ever wage war and dread strile with one
auother continually. Lol ! am that Demeter whe
has share of honour and is the gieatest help and
cauge of joy to the undying gods snd mortal mea.

. But now, let all the people build me'a great temple

and an oltar below it and beneath the city and its
sheer wall upon a rising hillock aliove Callichorua.
And [ mysclf will teach my rites, that herealter you
may reverently perform them and sg win Lhe f{avour
of my heart."” -

le:en shie had so eaid, the godgcffs changed her
stature and her looks, thrusting old age away from
her: beauty spread round about lief and a lovely
fragrance wan wafted from her sweeb-sinclling robes,

)



and fromm the divine body of the goddess & light
shone afar, while golden tresses spread down overﬁcr
shoulders, so that the strong house was filled with
brightness as with lightning. And eo she weat out
from the palace.

And straightway Metaneira's knees were loosed
aud she remained speechless for a long while and
did nat remember to take up her late-born son from
the ground. But his sisters heard his pitifol walllng
and sprang down from their well-spread beds: one of
them took up the child in her anus and laid him in
her busoau, whille another revived the fire, and a third
rushed with soft feet ta Lring Lhelr mother from her
fragrant chamber. And they gathered about the
struggling child and washed him, embracing him lov-
ingly ; but he was not comforted, because nurses and
handmasids much less skilful were holding hin now.

All night long they gought to appease the glorlous
goddess, qusking with fear. But, as soon as dawn
began to show, they told powerful Celeus all things
without fail, as the {ovaly-crowned oddess Demeler
charged them. So Ccleue calleg the countless
people to an assembly and bade them make a goodly
temple for rich-haired Deineter and an altar upon
the rising hillock, And they obeyed him right
speedily and harkened to his voice, doing as he
commanded. As for the child, he grew like an
immortal being,

Now when they had finished bLuildlng and had
drawn back from their toil, they went every man to
his house. DBut golden-halred Demeter sut there
apart from all the blessed gods and stayed, wasting
with yearning for her deep-Losomed daughter.
Then she caused a most dreadful and cruel year for
manklnd over the all-nourishing carth : the ground
would not make the seed sprout, for rich-crowned
Demeter kept it hid, In the ficlds the oxen drew
many & curved plough in vain, and much white barley
was east upon the land without avail. So she
would have destroyed the whole race of man with
cruel famine and have robled them who dwell on
Olympus of their glugious right of gifts and sacrifices,
had not Zeus peregived sud marked this in his
heart. First he sent'golden-winged Iris to call rich-
luwired Demeter, lovely in form.  So he commanded.
And she obeyed the dark-cloaded Son of Cronos,
and sped with swilt*fect across the space between.
She came to the stroyghold of fragrant Eleusis, snd
there finding dark-efoaked Demeter In her temple,
spuke to her and utidred winged words:

# Demeter, father Zens, whose wisdom Is everlast-
lug, ¢cally you to come join the tribes of the eternal
gods: comnc therefgre, and let not the message 1
bring (rom Zeus pasy unobeyed.” o,

Thus enid lris spploring her.  But Demeter’s
heart wns not moveyd, Then apuin the father sent
forth all the blcssed‘and eternal gods besiden: and
ticy came, ene after the othey, and kept culling her
and offering many very beautiful gifts and whatever
rights she might be pleased te choose amonyg the
deathless gods. Ye} no onc was able to persuade
her mind and will, so wrath was she In her heart;
but she stubbornly rejected all their words ; for she
vowed that she wapld never set fout on fragrant
Olympus nor let fryit spring out of the ground,
until shie beheld wigh her eyes her own fair-faced
daughter. !

Now when allseging Zeus the loud-thunderer
heard Lhis, he sent the Slayer,of Argus whose wand
is of gold to BEreljus, so that having won over
Hades with soft words, he might lead forth chaste
Pergephione to the light from the misty gloom to
join the gods, and that her mother might see her
with her cyes and cease from her anger.  And
flermes obeyed, and leaving the house of Olymypus,
straightway sprang down with speed to the hidden
places of the earth’ And he found the lord Hadee
it his house seated ypon a couch, and his shy mate
with him, much rch:ictant, Lecause she yearned for
lier mother. But slie was afar off, brooding on her

fell design Leenuse of the deedy of the Llessed
gods. And the strong Sluyer of Argus drew ncar
ond said

o Durk-baired Hades, ruler over the departed,
(ather Zeua hids me bring noble Persephone forth
from Erebus unto the geds, that her mother may
see her with her eyes mnd cense from her dread
auger with the hwmortals; for uow she plans an
awful deed, to destroy the weakly tribes of carth.
born men by keeping sced hidden beneath the earth,
and so she makes un cnd of the honours of the
undying gods. Forshe keeps fearful anger and dues
not consort with the gods, but sits aloof in her
fragrant temple, dwelling in the rocky bold of
Eleusis.” -

So he said. And Aidoneus, ruler over the dead,
smiled grimly and obeyed the behest of Zeus the king.
For he strulghtway urged wise Persephone, saying :

“Go , now, Persephone, to your dark-robed
mother, go, aud feel kindly in your lheart towards
me: be not a0 exceedingly cast down; for I shall
be uo unfitting husband for you among the desthless
gods, that am own brother to father Zeus. And
while you are here, you shall rule all that lives
and moves and shull liwve the greatest rights among
the deathless gods: those who defraud you and
do not appease your power with offerings, reverently
performing rites and paying 6t gif}s, shall be punished
for evennore.” )

When he said this, wise Peigephons was filled
with joy and haslily sprang up foy gledness.  But he
on his part secretly gave her gweet powegranate
seed to eat, taking care for himgelf that she might
not remaln continunlly with ‘grave, dark-rubed
Demeter.  Then Andonevs thy Ruler of Mauy
opeuly got ready his deathless fiorses Leueath the
golden chariot. ~ And she mounted on the chariot,
and the strong Blayer of Argus jook reins and whip
in his dear Lands and drove forth from the hall, the
horses speeding readily. Swiftly they traversed their
long course, and neither the sea yor river-watera nos
grassy glens nor mountain-peaks ghecked the carcer
of the immortal horses, but they clave the deep air
above them as they went.  Angd Hermes brought
them to the place where rich-crawned Demeter was
slaying and checked them Lefore Ler fragrant temple.

And when Demeter saw theny, she rushed forth
as docs & Macuad down some thick-woeded mountain,
while Persephone on the other side, when she saw her
mother's swcet eyes, lefl the churfiot and horses, and
tcaped down to run to her, ang fulling upou her
neck, embraced her, But while! Demeter was still
holding her dear child In her arms, her heart
suddenly misgave her for some ynare, so that she
feared grestly and ceased fondling her daughter

and asked of her at onee: # My child, tell me, surely
you have not tasted any fuod while you were below ?
Speak out and hide nothing, buy let us both know.
For if you have not, you shall come back from
loathly [1ades and live with me ayd your futher, the
dark-clouded Son of Cronos anyl be huuouredol.g
all Lhe deathless gods ; but if yofi have tasted food,
you must go back again beneath the secret places of
the carth, there to dwell a third part of the seasous
every yeur : yel for the two parts-you shall be with
we and the other deathless gods. Put when the earth
shall bloom with the fragrant flgwers of spring In
every kind, then from the realip of darkness and
gloom thou shalt come up ance mpre to be a wonder
for gods and mortal men.  And nyw tell me how he
rapl you awny to the reslm of darkoess and gloow,
aud by what trick did the stroyg Host of Muny
beguile you?” :

‘Then beautiful Persephone apswered lier thus:
o Molher, 1 will tell you all without error, When
luck-bringing Hermes came, swift messenger from
my father the Sen of Cronos and the other Sona of
eaven, bidding me come back from Erebus that
you might see me with your eyes and so cease (rom
your anger snd fearful wrath against the gods, [
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sprang up at once (or joy ; but he sceretly put in wy
wouth sweet food, a pomegranate seed, and forced
me o luste aguinet my will,  Also ] will tell how he
eapt e away by the deep plan of my futlier the
Son of Cronos and carried me oil’ beneath the depths
of the carth, and will relate the whole wmatter as
you ask. All we were playing in a lovely meadow,
Leucippe! and Phaeno and Rlectra and lanthe,
Melita also and lache with Rhodes and Cailirho#
and Melobosis and Tyche and Qcyrho#, fair as a
flower, Chryseis, Iancira, Acaste and Admete and

Rhodepe and Pluto and charming Calypso; Styx -

too was there and Urania and lovely Galaxaurs with
Pailas who rouses Lattles and Artemis delighting in
arrows: we were playing and gathering sweet flowers
in our hands, soft crocuses mingled with irises and
hiyacinths, and rose-llooms and lilies, marvellous to
see, and the narcissus which the wide earth caused
to grow yellow ag a crocus. That I plucked in my
joy i but the earth parted beneath, and there the
strong lord, the Host of Many, sprang forth and in
his golden charict he bore me away, sll unwilling,
beneath the earth: then I erled with a shrill ery.
All this Is true, sore though it grieves me to tell
the tale.”

So did they then, with hearts at one, greatly cheer
cach the othes's soul and spirit with many ‘an
embrace: their hearts had relief from their griels
while each took and gave back joyousncss.

Then bright-coiffed Hecate came near to them,
snd often did she embrace the daughter of holy
Demeter: and from that time the lady Heeate wus
uinister and companion to Persephone.

And all.secing Zeus sent a messenger to them,
rich-haired Rhéa, to bring dark-closked Demeter to
joln the families of the gods: and he promised to
give her what rights she should choose among the
deathless gods and agreed that her daughter should
go down for the third part of the circling year to
darkness  and gloom, but for the two parts should
live with her mother and the other deathless gods.
T'hus he commanded.  And the goddess did not dis-
obey the message of Zeus; swiftly she rushed down
from the peaks of Olympus and came to the plain of
Rhurus, rich, fertile corn-land once, but theu In
nowise (ruitful, fyr It lay idle and ulterly leafless,
because the .white grain was hidden by design of
tidm-ankled Demgler. But alterwards, as apring-
time waxed, it wag soon to be waving with long ears
of cora, and its rich furrows to be loaded with grain
upon the ground, while others would alrcady be
bound in sheaves; There first she landed from the
fruitless upper sif: and glad were the goddesses to
sce each other asjd cheered in heart. “Then bright-
coifled Rhea said to Demeter:

# Cutne, my daughter; for far-scelng Zeus the loud-
thunderer calls ygu to join the fanilics of the gods,
and has vromised to give you what rights you please
among the deathless gods, and has agreed that for a
third part of the gircling year your daughter shail go
down to darknesy and gloomn, but for the two parts
shall be with yoy and the other deathless gods: so
has he declared |t shall be and has bowed his head
in token. DBut egme, my child, obey, and be not too
sngry unrelentinily with the dark-clouded Son of
Cronos; but rather increase forthwith for men the
fruit that gives them life.”

So spuke Rhea! And rich-crowned Demeter did
not refuse but stguightway'made frult to spring up
from the rich lajds, so that the whole wide earth
was luden with leaves and flowers, Then she went,
and to the kings;who deal justice, Triptelemus and
Divcles, the horsg-driver, and to doughty Eumolpus
and Celeus, leadey of the people,she showed the con-
duct of her rites and taught them all her mysterles, to
Triptolemus and ‘Polyxclnus and Diocles alsn,—swiul
mysteries which o one may in any way transgress o
pry into or utter, for deep awe of the gods checks

the voice. Happy ls he among men upon earth who
bas geen these mysterles; but he who Is uninitiste
and:who has no part n them, never hias lot of like
goud Lhings once ho 1o dead, down in the daskness
and gloomn.

But when the bLright guddess had taught thew all,
they went to Olympus to the guthering of the other
gods, And there they dwell beside Zcus who
delights in thunder, awful and reverend goddesses,
Right blessed is he nmong men on carth whom they
freely love: soon they do seud Plutus as guest to
hls great house, Plutus who gives weallh to mortal

mei.

And now, queen of the land of sweet Elcusis and
sea-girt Paros pnd rocky Antron, lady, giver of good
gifts, bringer of seasons, queen Deo, be gracions, you
snd your daughter all beautcous Persephone, and
for my song grant me heart-cheering substance.
And now I will remember you and another song
also.
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