Virgil Aeneid Book 2

Read the following lines from the prescribed text and answer the questions.

1. They build a horse



fracti bello fatisque repulsi
ductores Danaum tot iam labentibus annis
instar montis equum diuina Palladis arte               15
aedificant, sectaque intexunt abiete costas;
uotum pro reditu simulant; ea fama uagatur.
huc delecta uirum sortiti corpora furtim
includunt caeco lateri penitusque cauernas
ingentis uterumque armato milite complent. 
20

1. How big is the horse? Quote the Latin phrase.

2. What do they say about the horse? Quote the Latin phrase

3. Which words tell us what it was like inside the horse?

2. What to do about the horse? 

panduntur portae, iuuat ire et Dorica castra
desertosque uidere locos litusque relictum:
hic Dolopum manus, hic saeuus tendebat Achilles;
classibus hic locus, hic acie certare solebant.               30
pars stupet innuptae donum exitiale Mineruae
et molem mirantur equi; primusque Thymoetes
duci intra muros hortatur et arce locari,
siue dolo seu iam Troiae sic fata ferebant.

1. “iuvat ire…..et videre…” What is that pleases the Trojans to go and see? Why do they enjoy it?

2. In lines 29-30, why is “hic” repeated, and what is the effect created by Virgil?

3. Translate line 31-2 (“pars….equi”;)

4. What is Thymoetes’ suggestion about what they should do about the horse?

5. What other suggestions are made about what they should do with the horse, and who by?

3. A spear seals their fate

 sic fatus ualidis ingentem uiribus hastam       50
in latus inque feri curuam compagibus aluum
contorsit. stetit illa tremens, uteroque recusso
insonuere cauae gemitumque dedere cauernae.
et, si fata deum, si mens non laeua fuisset,
impulerat ferro Argolicas foedare latebras,               55
Troiaque nunc staret, Priamique arx alta maneres.

1. “sic fatus” Who has just been speaking? Summarise what he said about the horse and the Greeks.

2. “stetit illa………cavernae.”  How does Vergil suggest the sound and effect of the spear striking the horse? Quote the Latin words and phrases.

3. Translate Lines 54-56 (“et si….maneres”)

4. The serpents approach

ecce autem gemini a Tenedo tranquilla per alta
(horresco referens) immensis orbibus angues
incumbunt pelago pariterque ad litora tendunt;               205
pectora quorum inter fluctus arrecta iubaeque
sanguineae superant undas, pars cetera pontum
pone legit sinuatque immensa uolumine terga.
fit sonitus spumante salo; iamque arua tenebant
ardentisque oculos suffecti sanguine et igni               210
sibila lambebant linguis uibrantibus ora.
diffugimus uisu exsangues. 

1. “horresco referens” (line 204). In this passage what aspects of the serpents do you think make Aeneas shudder, as he recalls them? Quote the Latin words and phrases.

2. How does Virgil suggest the hissing and flicking of the tongues of the snakes? Try to be specific.

3. Which 4 words suggest the foaming or hissing sound of the sea?

4. What contrast does Vergil make between the snakes (“sanguineae”) and the Trojans (“exsangues”)?

5. The serpents do their job


ille simul manibus tendit diuellere nodos               220
perfusus sanie uittas atroque ueneno,
clamores simul horrendos ad sidera tollit:
qualis mugitus, fugit cum saucius aram
taurus et incertam excussit ceruice securim.
at gemini lapsu delubra ad summa dracones               225
effugiunt saeuaeque petunt Tritonidis arcem,
sub pedibusque deae clipeique sub orbe teguntur.

1. Who does “ille” refer to?

2.  How is he described in line 221?

3. Translate lines 223-224.

4.  Why do you think Virgil uses the simile of the wounded bull in lines 223-224?

5.  Who is the “dea” referred to in line 227 and why do the snakes end up at her shrine?

6. We are all taken in by the horse


pueri circum innuptaeque puellae
sacra canunt funemque manu contingere gaudent;
illa subit mediaeque minans inlabitur urbi.               240
o patria, o diuum domus Ilium et incluta bello
moenia Dardanidum! quater ipso in limine portae
substitit atque utero sonitum quater arma dedere;
instamus tamen immemores caecique furore
et monstrum infelix sacrata sistimus arce.               245
tunc etiam fatis aperit Cassandra futuris
ora dei iussu non umquam credita Teucris.
nos delubra deum miseri, quibus ultimus esset
ille dies, festa uelamus fronde per urbem.

1. What is the situation here?

2. Translate these lines

6. I dream of Hector


Tempus erat quo prima quies mortalibus aegris
incipit et dono diuum gratissima serpit.
in somnis, ecce, ante oculos maestissimus Hector               270
uisus adesse mihi largosque effundere fletus,
raptatus bigis ut quondam, aterque cruento
puluere perque pedes traiectus lora tumentis.
ei mihi, qualis erat, quantum mutatus ab illo
Hectore qui redit exuuias indutus Achilli               

275
uel Danaum Phrygios iaculatus puppibus ignis! 

1. “quies” in line 268 means “rest”: say what two things are we told about it in line 269.

2. Translate lines 270 – 273

3. In what ways has Hector changed from the man Aeneas once knew?

4. How is Aeneas affected by these changes? What two words in line 274 suggest this?

5. How is Hector described in the 2 lines which follow this passage?

7. Questions, questions, questions


'o lux Dardaniae, spes o fidissima Teucrum,
quae tantae tenuere morae? quibus Hector ab oris
exspectate uenis? ut te post multa tuorum
funera, post uarios hominumque urbisque labores
defessi aspicimus! quae causa indigna serenos               285
foedauit vultus? aut cur haec vulnera cerno?‘


ille nihil,

1. Scan the first line (
2. Translate the 4 questions Aeneas asks Hector’s ghost.

3. Does Hector answer Aeneas’ questions? Quote the Latin which tells us.

4. Now go to the next set of questions! In the exam, you might get these two sets of lines all together. (
8. Hector warns Aeneas to get out


'heu fuge, nate dea, teque his' ait 'eripe flammis.
hostis habet muros; ruit alto a culmine Troia.               290
sat patriae Priamoque datum: si Pergama dextra
defendi possent, etiam hac defensa fuissent.
sacra suosque tibi commendat Troia penatis;
hos cape fatorum comites, his moenia quaere
magna pererrato statues quae denique ponto.'               295
sic ait et manibus uittas Vestamque potentem
aeternumque adytis effert penetralibus ignem. 

1. Who is speaking here?

2. Identify “nate dea (line 289). Explain the reference to “dea”

3. Line 290: How bad is the situation described?

4. Lines 291-2: What arguments are used to persuade Aeneas to leave?

5. What are the “sacra suosque………….penatis” which are being entrusted to Aeneas?

6. Lines 294-5: What is Aeneas’ mission according to these lines?

9. The dream ends, the nightmare begins

excutior somno et summi fastigia tecti
ascensu supero atque arrectis auribus asto:
in segetem ueluti cum flamma furentibus Austris
incidit, aut rapidus montano flumine torrens               305
sternit agros, sternit sata laeta boumque labores
praecipitisque trahit siluas; stupet inscius alto
accipiens sonitum saxi de uertice pastor.

1. What do you think has woken Aeneas up from his dream?

2. What is the first thing he does when waking up?

3. “veluti cum…….pastor” Why do you suppose Virgil uses a simile here, or indeed anywhere else in the Aeneid?

4. Explain the point of the simile, in particular the references to “flamma” and “torrens”.

5. In lines 307-8 (“stupet…pastor”) how is Aeneas like the “pastor” of the simile? 

10. Is Aeneas going to ignore Hector’s warnings?

tum uero manifesta fides, Danaumque patescunt
insidiae. iam Deiphobi dedit ampla ruinam               310
Volcano superante domus, iam proximus ardet
Ucalegon; Sigea igni freta lata relucent.
exoritur clamorque uirum clangorque tubarum.
arma amens capio; nec sat rationis in armis,
sed glomerare manum bello et concurrere in arcem    315
cum sociis ardent animi; furor iraque mentem
praecipitat, pulchrumque mori succurrit in armis.

1. Lines 309-10: “tum vero manifesta fides, Danaumque patescunt insidiae.” Briefly explain the references here to double-dealing.

2. In lines 310 – 313, how does Virgil suggest the destruction of the city and the general confusion? Pick out the specific words and phrases in Latin.

3. What is Aeneas’ instinctive reaction to the scene of destruction in the city? What does he think he should do?

4. Quote and translate the words in lines 314-317 which suggest Aeneas’ state of mind.

