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The Mexicas, or Aztecs dominated central México, from 1325 to 1521 A.D.  They migrated into the region around 1111 A.D. on the command of Huitzilopochtli, their war and sun god. The valiant Aztecs left their homeland Nayart, northwest coast of Mexico, and legendary homeland, that is known by many, Aztlan to search for a new way of living, as well as to establish their empire.  The earth rumbled as feet of chichimecas took their stand towards the rise of what is called Aztec civilization.  The terror spreads, and so great were the feats and exploits of the Aztecs, so full of adventure, that those who are not acquainted with these exploits and with these people will enjoy hearing of their ancient customs and of their origins and descendants
. 

In the blazing sun, the vagabonds started their expedition in search of their new home—in the year 1168 A.D.
 Leaving their homeland Aztlan, also known as the place of the herons, they arrived in central valley of what is now Mexico City.  The Aztecs weren’t welcome in the valley by other groups, Tepanac, Culhua and Xochimilca, and were forced to live in a no-man’s land called Lake Chapultepec—grasshopper hill. The herons of Aztlan survived under difficult conditions, and started to build their community.  They lived in the swamps and snake land, the Aztecs created a diet of snakes, lizards, and other animals as food, for example.  The Nahuatl-speaking Aztecs lived peacefully in the desolated area for about a century. 

The myth of the conflict between Culhua and Aztecs was associated with Aztecs religious rituals.   The Aztecs worshiped Huitzilopochtli, and on his command they invited the daughter of the Culhua king—to worship as a goddess.  The king’s eyes witnessed the horrendous event of his favorite daughter being sacrificed and skinned.  This horrifying scenario was unbearable for the king and he ordered an attack on these barbarians.  As the conflict arose the Aztecs were defeated and enslaved, but a group escaped.  The group traveled in a forested, salt-water lake called Texcoco, and there they saw an eagle having a snake in the beak sitting on a cactus—the Aztec myth said that when they would see this, there would be their place of settlement
.  

In the year 1325, the overjoyed Aztecs found their homeland that was foretold as a myth—Tenochtitlan (place of the cactus fruit). There the eyes saw a new horizon, a new view, and a new homeland to build their dynasty and their city.  The first opportunity the Aztecs had was when two groups, Culhua and Xochimilca, went to war.  The Aztecs with their warrior skills allied with Culhua to take advantage and help in defeating Xochimilca.  Then the alliance was made between Culhua and the Aztecs, in 1340, and thus began the era of the Aztec reign.  This conquest gave birth to the strong and dominant military that the Aztec had aimed at in controlling central México.
Broken spears have raised the flags of the Aztec Empire on the tierra (land) of Tenochtitlan.  Within 100 years the great architects, artist, warriors, and intellects had established their emerald city—containing houses and temples, markets, and most importantly the use of technology for agriculture, building canals, and other improvements. Arguably, it can be said that Tenochtitlan emerged as among the beautiful cities in the world.  

The emerald city didn’t emerge in a moment.  First, the alliance with two growing groups, Tepanec and Acolhua, was an important step toward gaining control in the valley.  This also gave the Aztecs a chance to settle in among large communities because they were outcastes due to their boorish religious rituals.  To hold a firm foot among the valleys and groups, the Aztec nobles started marrying women of the Culhua group.  One Aztec noble married the king’s daughter, and their son, Acomapichtli, became the first Aztec ruler of the realm.  

The reign of Acomapichtli lasted 19 years, and the throng was passed to his son, Huitzilihuitl (Hummingbird Plume) 1397 – 1417 A.D. He was the first Tlatoani. After coming to power, he married Ayauchihuatl, the daughter of Tezozomec, the lord of Azcapotzalco. Intermarriages with various king’s daughters also extended their domination—such as the marriage with powerful dynasty of Cuauhuahuac and daughter of the king, Miauaxochitl.  As a result of this marriage, the great Aztec laeader Moctezuma Ilhuicamina or Moctezuma I was born
From Huitzilihuitl’s second wife eminent Moctezuma Ilhuicamina I was born, and later his half-brother Tlacaelel
.  On the other hand, Huitzilihuitl with his military power gave the rank of his army’s general to his brother Itzocatl. Itzocatl, in his 20 years reign, carried the vision of ruling with great power and spreading the Aztec realm. Thus with his great military power the Aztecs conquered eight towns: Tultitlan, Cuauhtitlan, Tulanzingo, Chalco, Xalcotan, Otumpa, Texcoco, and Alcoman. 

The leadership of the immense Aztec empire can be put into a framework of three great and authoritative leaders: Itzcoatl (1428-1440 A.D.), Moctezuma I (1440-1468 A.D.), and the great counselor Tlacaelel.  

Obsidian Serpent, general of the Aztec army, was the authoritative figure named Itzcoatl—ruled from 1428-1440.  Under his reign began the groundwork for the Aztec Empire.  He rose to power due to his leadership ability to give the Mexica the victory they needed to defeat their neighbors, and that is why Itzcoatl was “the best hope for the Mexica to break hold of the Tepanecs and the fresh water supply that the Tepanecs controlled.
”  During the domination his great work of setting up the Triple Alliance, with Texcoco and Tlacopan, gave birth to Aztec Rule. Through the alliance, the empire gained military and economic strength, and affected the political matters of their allies
.  Also, the Aztecs thought that they were superior to all, and they had every right to fully exercise their laws.  Being a skilled military leader, he also furthered the religious rituals, such as the sacrificing and giving blood to their gods.  The concept of La Guerra Florida (The Flower War) was to capture soldiers in the war, and then sacrifice them because “human blood was the proper nourishment for gods
.” Also, the concept of continuing their regime was also part of the sacrifice. Indeed, having military power he also was known for his keen administrative work—an architecture-planner—and that was one reason he laid out the plan for “succession to the throne.
”  In the year 1440 A.D., after his death, his successor, the great-valiant emperor came to throne, Moctezuma I (his full name was Huehue Moctezuma Ilhuicamina).  

The anger lord, The Heaven Shooter, Archer in the Sky, He Who Shines Like Jade
, these and many others were the titles given to him.  The great Moctezuma I (1440-1468 A.D.) came from a noble family.  He was intelligent, he knew politics, and more importantly he was a great planner, who improved the emerald city.  Regarding his empire and him, it has been said that he was a remarkable successor and built an empire that has no “parallel in history
.”  He reshaped and reformed the small-civilized state into an immeasurable empire.  He took vigorous steps, having great ambitions, to develop the empire into a technological-kingdom.  Under the development of techno-kingdom, the great plan to setup water system to separate salt from sweet water, to facilitate transportation he built bridges and canals, the setting of markets in the valley.  His reign was one of unequaled prosperity that flourished and dominated the valley.  The great ruler died and his soul departed to the neighbors of the sea of the sky
.  After implanting wealth into the gigantic capital, the ruler’s reign of 28 years came to an end, and thus the sky and sea were overshadowed by his bow. 

Lastly came Tlacaelel (the great counselor), who was the hidden power behind the Aztec kings.  His intellect mind was put to use in marshaling other groups in the valley.  The government officials made him an icon in keeping the empire on the horizon.  He was the half-brother of great Moctezuma I—even he was considered to sit on the throne but was rejected.  He ruled side by side with Moctezuma I, dual-throne, the army’s general who controlled the Triple Alliance—Prince-of-the-armies
.   He was called the Prince-of-the-armies due his great military victory in 1429 as the hero of the Tepanec war
.  Tlacaelel was with Moctezuma or under his power for 28 years.  He was to hold account for the continuation of flower war.  It was under his military brutality that the deity of god Huitzilopochtli flourished.  Besides all the rumors, he held great titles, but the one most associated with his traits was master of the destiny of the Mexica. Regarding his military reign many accomplishments can be listed, but to consider a few, which were most noticeable: In his power, the aggressive military power of Aztec empire was extended “eastward to Gulf and southward through Oaxaca to the pacific.
”   The conquests contributed a bravura tribute of maize and various food sources.  It was under his power the practice of flower war was more fully exercised.

Furthermore, the bad omens were hovering over the Aztecs, giving them the signs of their doom.  After the two great leaders the counselor died, Tlacaelel, in 1469 A.D.  The emerald empire was headed towards destruction.  From 1496-1502 A.D., three of Moctezuma’s sons reigned, Axayacatl (1469-1481 A.D.), expanded Aztec empire, but had a devastating defeat against Taracans. Tizon (1481-1486 A.D.) wasn’t a warrior, rather an architect. In his short reign he tried to develop the Templo Mayor (Great Temple). Lastly came Ahuitzotl, who was the cruelest and much more brutal than Tlacaelel.  He was a ferocious warrior who sacrificed more than 200,000 people for continuation of the empire—the Aztecs’ end was near.  His great accomplishment was rebuilding the Templo Mayor.  Thus the paradigm of Mexica Empire started to fall apart, and these are the years the young Moctezuma II came to throne, in 1502.  

It was the year 1 reed, 8 November 1519, and Hernán Cortez arrived on the shores and stepped on the land of valiant rulers.  The 52-year calendar-cycle matched, and the omen of Quetzalcóyatl came true.  Moctezuma II was a superstitious and religious person who thought that this was Quetzalcóyatl, and here he had returned to take his Toltec deity.  The legend came true because figure of Cortez exactly matched the description in Aztec religious scriptures, and thus Cortez began the new reign: dictatorship
.  Then, there were left only the ruins of great emerald city, and Tenochtitlan was in broken spears [that] lie in the roads; we have torn our hair in our grief.  The houses are roofless now, and their walls are red with blood …
” En fin, IN OTIN IHUAN IN TONÁLTIN NICAN TZONQUÍCA 
…  

� Smith 


� Aztec’s records supply this information about their migration period (Adrian, p-1).


� This also became the flag symbol of Mexico (Virtual, p-1).  


� Also know as the great counselor (Jim, p-2).


� Jim, p-2.


�With his ally in the Texcoco region, Nezahualcoyotl, he was able to server all dominance to the Tepance empire and firmly established Mexica control in the Valley of Mexico (Jim, p-3).


� Miller p-51


� Anon, p-1.


� Anon, p-2.


� William H. Presscott, (Anon, p-2).


� Anon, p-2.


� There is conflicting thought as to weather Tlacaelel was offered the throne or lost it in an election to his half-brother Moctezuma I (Anon, p-1).


� Anon, p-3. 


� Miller p-49


� Cortez dictatorship didn’t came to power for about 2 years, after battling it with the Aztecs on shore and ground, and later he finally gained control of the empire. 


� Miguel, p-one


� HERE ENDS THE ROADS AND THE DAYS (Jennings, last page). 





