ALFORD

Alford is a flourishing market town at the foot of the Lincolnshire Wolds; an enviable setting. The town's population peaked in the 19th century due to an inrush of industrialists to service and support the agricultural industry. The coming of the railway in 1848 and the improvement of the rail network encouraged this growth. 

One of the landmarks in the town is the five sail, six storey tower mill at the eastern end of Alford. Built in 1813, the mill has been carefully restored and is in full working order. Standing near the town centre, on the site of an early Norman church, is the church of St Wilfrid, dating from the 14th century. The church was enlarged and restored by Sir George Gilbert Scott in 1869. 

Nearby is the thatched Manor House, now a folk museum and tourist information centre. Displays include a 19th century chemist shop, schoolroom and cobblers - a fascinating glimpse of life in days long gone. Originally the Manor House was an L-shaped timber framed house, built in 1540; the present house is H-shaped, having been enlarged by Sir Robert Christopher in 1661. 

Alford's market dates back to October 10, 1238, when a charter was grnated to William of Well, Lord of the Manor. Although the livestock market recently closed, the general market, on TUesdays and Fridays, has a wide variety of stalls, attracting people from a wide hinterland. 

Another market tradition began in 1974 with the birth of the Craft market. Every Friday throughout the summer the market is a colourful display. The Spring and August Bank Holiday weekends are special events with craftsment from all over the country plus dancers, singers, poets and many more. 

Another popular attraction is the Alford Town Crier who gives guided tours on Tuesdays throughout the summer. Alford makes an ideal cycling, walking and touring centre. Tennyson's birthplace is just a few miles away. Nearby is the village of Willoughby, birthplace of Captain John Smith whose life was saved by the American Indian Princess Pocahontas. 

There are a wide variety of attractions and places to visit around this beautiful part of Lincolnshire, as well as the magnificent surrounding countryside. 

