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The Humboldt Penguin


The Humboldt penguin is an endangered breed of penguin.  They are smaller than most penguins measuring in at a mere twenty-eight inches long and weighing nine pounds.  Humboldts are endangered because of humans encroaching upon their territory.  Living and nesting in rocky crevices and layers of dried guano, Humboldts lay eggs in the guano to keep them warm.  However, humans harvested the guano for fertilizer and gradually there was nowhere for the Humboldts to lay their eggs and their numbers dwindled.  Not to mention their natural predators, killer whales, leopard seals, sea lions, and sharks were also devouring them and their young.


Unlike most penguins, the Humboldts are a warm water penguin that originate around the pacific coast of South America and other coastal islands, where there are plenty of rocky caves and crevices to live in.  They live in small colonies of other Humboldts, on rocky shores.  They live for approximately twenty to thirty years maximum and their eggs take about thirty-nine days to hatch.  They mate monogamously and each penguin has a unique voice that its mate and children recognize.


I saw three Humboldts at the Columbus zoo.  They had a fairly small enclosure for them, a small ring shaped pool and three fake caves.  The three penguins at the zoo appeared to be fairly inactive, they stood around, occasionally swam, or flapped their flippers but otherwise nearly dormant.  The appeared to be mainly diurnal but one of the penguins was sleeping during the day, and the others filtered in and out of the cave periodically.  They use the cave mostly for sleep alone and spend the daylight hours outside under the sun or in the water.  In captivity they eat small anchovies, infused with vitamins necessary for the penguin’s health.  The water they swim in is also what they drink so it has to be cleaned or filtered regularly, the filter in sea water when they eat, so they don’t need to drink separately.


In our culture, there are not many legends or folklores about penguins, however, there is a movie character called the Penguin.  In the movie Batman Returns, Danny Devito plays a man named Oswald Cobblepot, otherwise known as the Penguin.  He resembles a penguin and also had a small army of them in his underground lair.  I chose to use a scene from the movie for my conceptual step because I love the movie but also, it is a well-known character who is easy to recognize on sight.
