
Women in History
Hypathia was born in Alexandria in A.D. 370. She was an algebraist and constructed 

scientific instruments, one of which served to measure the position of stars and planets. She 
was a speaker giving lectures in mechanics, mathematics, philosophy and astronomy, and 
wrote regarding conic sections. Hypathia was known as the mother of invention. But her 
marvelous influence made her a controversial figure because she was a woman. In A.D. 415 
a group of monks took her from her carriage, stripped her of her clothes until she was totally 
naked, and with sharp shells scraped her body until she died. Her body was cut in four parts 
and burned to ashes. She was the first martyr of feminine intellect.

It should be no wonder why the mastery of women remained secret for many, many 
centuries, in a dark ages of its own so to speak.

Fourteen centuries after Hypathia was murdered, an American author, Nathaniel Hawthorn 
(1804-1864), wrote that women who dared be writers should have their face scraped with 
shells. It is no wonder that two famous novelists of his time, George Sand (1804-1876) and 
George Eliot (1819-1880), were women writing under a man's name. They were Amandine 
Aurore Lucile Dupin, Baroness Dudevant of France; and Mary Anne Evans of England, 
respectively.

Sophie Germain, born in Paris in 1776, corresponded with the scholars of her day using 
the name Monsieur LeBlanc. When her true identity was discovered, she was denied 
admission in the French Academy for being a woman.

Madame Marie Sklodowska Curie, born in Poland in 1867, who would usher in the use of 
x-rays, was also denied admission in the French Academy, although she received two Nobel 
prizes, one in 1903 in physics and one in 1911 in chemistry.

Emilie du Chatelet, born in France in 1706, was admitted in the cafe where scientists and 
mathematicians met, but only because she disguised herself in men's clothing.

Margaret Brent, the first woman attorney in the English colonies in America, assigned land 
to the new  settlers. But her presence and vote where denied in an assembly of land owners in 
Maryland in 1648 because she was a woman.

Mary Fairfax Somerville, born in Scotland in 1780, did work in mathematics and 
astronomy, and did correspond with other scientists but through her husband.

The first computer program was written by Augusta Ada Byron Lovelace, born in 1815 in 
London. Her work was not accepted because she was a woman. So she resubmitted it using 
only her initials. Her identity was kept secret for 30 years.

Sojourner Truth had been born a slave and became a preacher and regular speaker for 
women's rights. At a convention in Ohio in 1851, this 6-foot tall woman who walked with the 
air of a queen and made leaders tremble, spoke in deep tones that reached every ear in the 
house and the throngs at the doors and windows. "That man over there said that women 
need to be helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches, and to have the best place 
everywhere. Nobody ever helps me into carriages, or over mud-puddles, or gives me any best 
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place!" And raising herself to her full height, and her voice to a pitch like rolling thunder, she 
asked. "And ain't I a woman? Look at me! Look at my arm!" And she bared her right arm to 
the shoulder, showing her tremendous muscular power. "I have ploughed, and planted, and 
gathered into barns, and no man could head me! And ain't I a woman? I could work as much 
and eat as much as a man when I could get it and bear the lash as well! And ain't I a woman? 
I have borne thirteen children, and seen them most all sold off to slavery, and when I cried out 
with my mother's grief, none but Jesus heard me!"

Ultimately the slaves were freed and by the 15th Amendment to the Constitution, ratified 
on February 3, 1870, they were granted the right to vote. But it was not until 50 years later 
that women were granted that same right. Thus that event, in and of itself, clearly 
demonstrates that society has esteemed the rights of women as null, even worse than the 
rights of former male slaves.

However, in the South, though slaves were now free, the colored folk still had to ride in the 
back seats of a bus, until a woman of courage, Rosa Parks, who was of the same caliber as 
the five daughters of Zelophehad (Numbers 27:1-7), defying all authority, took a course of 
action that forever changed the cultural structure of the United States.

In 1967 women were still not allowed to run in the Boston Marathon. But Katherine 
Switzer, registering as K. Switzer and asking a male runner to pick up her number, disguised 
herself in a hooded sweatsuit. "She was undetected for two miles, but when she threw  back 
her hood, a news reporter yelled, 'Number 261 is a broad!' A chase ensued as outraged 
officials tried unsuccessfully to remove her number, but she kept running. At the end of the 
26-mile stretch she was suspended for running without a chaperone! The controversy was 
eventually resolved in 1972 [5 years later!] when officials finally backed down and allowed 
women to enter and run in the Boston Marathon." Yes, women had been granted the right to 
vote, but society still demanded that they ride only in the back seat of the cultural bus.

It is a cruel world and women in particular have suffered the wrath of the enemy. Ch'iu 
Chin, who declared that "concubinage is truly a hell on earth" was executed in 1907 by the 
Manchu dynasty. Lady Constance Lytton (1869-1923) was a British suffragette and martyr.

But in 1844 the judgment in heaven began, and as the lives of Godly women who have 
died come to be examined in judgment, and their sins are blotted out, the cleansing of 
heaven's records takes place. And in God's book those women are restored to the original 
position the Father intended for women before the fall. "Oh, daughter of Zion, your old 
sovereignty shall be restored. The kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem." (Micah 
4:8)

And as time goes on and the judgment continues, it seems as though what is happening in 
heaven's record is being reflected upon the earth, because women are triumphing in 
whatever field they endeavor to get involved in, becoming, as it were, one with men, and the 
world recognizing no intellectual difference. Nothing like it had ever been seen before.
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In the United States in 1922 Rebecca Latimer Felton of Georgia became the first woman 
senator.

Jeanette Rankin of Montana, in 1916 was the first woman in the House of 
Representatives.

Shirley Chisholm in 1969 was the first black congresswoman.
Brigadier General Jeanne Holm of the U.S. Air Force, in 1973 became the nation's first 

female major general.
Elizabeth Watson was the first female Police Chief in Houston.
Belva Lockwood was the first woman lawyer to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court.
Sandra Day O'Connor was the first woman appointed to the Supreme Court in 1981.
Constance Baker Motley was in 1966 the first black woman federal court judge.
Eileen P. Griffin, a retired Supreme Court judge, was the first woman whose portrait hung 

on the walls of a courthouse. The oil painting was unveiled in 1989.
Dr. Marguerite Chang designed the trigger mechanism for underground testing of nuclear 

weapons.
Martine Kempt in 1982 created a voice activated computer program to operate wheel 

chairs and microscopes.
Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell, born in England, was the first woman doctor.
Dr. Rebecca Cole, trained by Blackwell, became the first black woman doctor.
Hattie Elizabeth Alexander developed an antibody for meningitis in the 1930's, and two 

years later the serum had reduced deaths by 80%.
Dr. Chien-Shuing Wu, from Shangai, received the national science metal in the United 

States presented to her by President Gerald Ford.
Harriet Tubman, a woman of steel and the most famous leader of the underground railroad 

helped hundreds of slaves escape to freedom. She was known as "Black Moses."
Captain Mary Greene piloted steamboats on the Mississippi for forty years and eventually 

owned 11 of them.
Bette Nesmith Graham, born in 1924, invented liquid paper and left a $50 million fortune 

when she died.
Sarah Breedlove Walker was a washer woman who invented a chemical to straighten curly 

hair and became the riches black woman in America.
Julia Morgan, born in 1872, became our most prolific pioneer woman architect.
Diane Crump in 1970 became the first woman jockey to ride the Kentucky Derby.
Dorothy Fuldheim in 1947 became the first television news anchorwoman.
Valentina Vladimirovna from the Soviet Union, in 1963 became the first woman ever to 

travel in space.
Sally K. Ride, born in 1951, was the first woman astronaut from America.
Susan B. Anthony's work was officially recognized when in 1979 her image was placed in 

the $1.00 coin. Ms. Anthony had registered to vote in the presidential election of 1872, voted, 
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and was arrested and convicted. She died 14 years before women were finally granted the 
right to vote.

First Lady Edith Wilson undertook the governmental duties after her husband President 
Woodrow Wilson suffered from paralysis on October of 1919. Ten months later the 19th 
Amended was ratified and women could legally vote.

The courageous efforts of women of the past helped pave the road so that today women 
may own property, go to universities, vote, and preach a sermon from the pulpit. Some of 
them were murdered, most of them were called difficult, unladylike, without delicacy, trouble 
makers, and the like. Many were wrongly accused and labeled as men haters and 
chauvinists, just because they were seeking their rights for the welfare and pursuit of 
happiness for themselves and their children. And when insults still did not stop the women, 
the mockers foretold, "They're going to end up giving up, anyway. You can't juggle for long a 
career and motherhood." But, yes, we can.

For centuries numerous women have juggled motherhood with the career of being the 
washer woman of a town, or a maid to a well-to-do family, or similar category, not only 
because they had been abandoned to raise their children alone, but because the society of 
centuries past prohibited them from getting an education. Without intellectual training, and 
oppressed by poverty, still women have bravely undertaken and endured their bitter fate for 
the sake of their little ones. And if they did not give up in the face of adversity, under the worst 
of circumstances, they are certainly not going to give up given the best of opportunities.

The hand that rocks the cradle is both patient and doesn’t give up. And a throng of 
younger women reaching out to uphold the torch she will pass on to them will carry her same 
dream even further. That dream had been passed on to her and made into reality by the 
sacrifice, sweat and tears of other women before her, and because God’s Holy Spirit called 
and empowered them. Their torch is still very much lit, and there's plenty of Oil to keep it 
going.
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