
Sermon - God Fulfills His Promises
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, and the earth was without form 

and void. (Genesis 1) And I believe that when God planned the week of creation, at the very 
moment that He thought, "On the first day, I will make the light," light from His throne began to 
travel to planet earth.

And God planned, "On the second day I will separate the waters, and on the third day I will 
cause the dry land to appear." And light from His throne continued to travel to planet earth. 
And God planned the fourth day, the fifth day, the sixth day... And light continued to travel.

And God thought, "I will crown the work of creation on the sixth day by creating man, male 
and female, in our image, in the image of God." And He looked into the future and saw  man 
sinning against Him. But He also saw that there was hope of salvation. If His son, Jesus, 
would trade places with us, then man would have a second chance.

The time was the foundation of the world. It was the time for a solemn decision to be 
made. Would the Son of God die for man? Looking into the future at fallen man, Jesus had 
pity on us; and his voice was lifted as if reaching out to humanity, who had not yet been 
created, to tell us that we could have hope because he loved us. There was urgency in his 
voice as he spoke. Jesus was anxious to start the ball rolling that He may experience Calvary 
for our sake. He gave testimony of His eagerness to die for you and me when throughout the 
whole universe the thunder of His voice was heard as He shouted, "Let there be light." At that 
very moment, the light arrived. The heart of God was glad. The first step in the plan was now 
in effect, and God saw that it was good.

And just as foreseen by God, man sinned. (Genesis 3) Adam and Eve did not ask to be 
saved. Regardless, God made a promise of salvation anyway. It was His pleasure to do so. 
And the promise was pronounced even before the first couple was cursed.

Later, when Eve had her first son she said, "God has given me a male child." (Gen. 4:1) 
Upon gladly acknowledging God's will for her, Eve gave evidence of her submissiveness to 
God. We see this again after Abel's death. She gave birth to Seth and said, "‘God has given 
me a male child in the place of Abel, whom Cain killed.’ And Seth also had a son. Then the 
people began to turn to the Lord." (Gen. 4:25-26) Notice the order of events. Eve had Seth 
and acknowledged that God gave her this boy in place of Abel. Later Seth had his own son 
and it was then that the people began to turn to the Lord. Eve did not curse God for the death 
of Abel. She could have said, "Why did God allow this tragedy to happen to me?" Instead, she 
expressed gratitude for yet another son in the place of Abel, thus giving the testimony that her 
heart was tender toward God. I believe that Eve raised Seth in a special way, in the fear of the 
Lord. And I believe that when Seth had his own son, he must have then put together the 
natural love he was now experiencing with the words of faith his mother taught him, and thus 
came to understand the love of God. As a consequence, he must have become an evangelist, 
for the Bible says that it was then that the people began to turn to the Lord.

From the Desk of Teresita Pérez

August 2013! Archived at www .women1844. com
!

1



Eve may have worked for God's cause, but if Seth would have been the promised one, 
then it could be said that the promise of God was fulfilled partly due to Eve helping out in the 
matter. Therefore, the promise was fulfilled 4,000 years later, so that all may know  that Eve 
had nothing to do with the fulfillment. It was God Who made the promise, even though Adam 
and Eve had not asked to be saved, and God alone would fulfill it.

The years passed and the promise was repeated to Abraham. (Gen. 15) Sarah was to 
have a child, but so that she would not be credited with the fulfillment of the promise, Isaac 
was not born until well after the time that Sarah was too old to bear children, that all may 
know that God made the promise, and He alone fulfilled it.

The children of Israel were promised that after four hundred years of bondage they would 
be delivered out of Egypt. (Gen. 15:13) If Moses would have inherited the throne of Pharaoh, 
it could be said that God needed Moses to deliver Israel. And so it was that Moses lost his 
right to the throne, (Ex. 2) that all may know that God had the power of fulfilling His own 
promise, regardless of the position Moses held.

God promised to take the children of Israel into a land of milk and honey. (Ex. 3) Moses, in 
a moment of desperation because of Israel's unbelief, stated, "Must we fetch you water out of 
this rock?" (Num. 20:10) Moses included himself in the miracles. "Must we..." If Moses were 
allowed to live and enter with Israel into Canaan, it could be said that Moses was needed to 
fulfill the promise. Therefore, Moses was taken out of the way, that all may know that without 
Moses the children of Israel would still enter the promised land; because it is God alone who 
fulfills His own promises.

Looking at Israel's history is like looking at a map that will show  us our own path. When 
Israel was bordering Canaan for the first time, there were two men of faith, Joshua and Caleb. 
They claimed that by the Spirit of God in them they would conquer the giants. (Num. 13-14) 
And for us, the giants of Canaan are representative of our sins. (Education, p. 150) So what is 
it that we must do to enter the heavenly Canaan? We must believe that we can conquer the 
giants, overcome sin. Because our sins stand before us like a gigantic master who rules over 
us. Yet, as David in his youth believed that he could conquer the giant, Goliath, and he did 
conquer, (1 Samuel 17) we must also believe that we can conquer the menacing giants of our 
sins that are before us, because that is the Gospel. That is why Jesus came, to save his 
people from their sins. (Matthew 1:21)

When people are trapped in a burning building, firemen either save them from the fire, or 
abandon them in the fire. Firemen cannot save people by leaving them in the fire. Jesus did 
not come to save us in our sins. We are either saved, rescued, delivered, freed from sin, or 
we are abandoned in sin, but never saved in sin. Saved in sin is a contradiction. It's none 
existent. It's a mental delusion. It's an insult to intelligence.

Jesus came to save his people from their sins, that is, break the bondage of our slavery to 
the giant of our vices and rebellion against God in disobedience to His Will. That is the Good 
News. That is what salvation is all about. And being saved from sin is a promise. And just as 
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we have seen, God fulfills all of His promises. The promise is found in Ezekiel 36:26-27, 31. It 
reads:

"A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you... And I will 
put my Spirit [capital S] within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep my judgments, and do them... Then shall ye remember your own evil 
ways, and your doings that were not good, and shall loathe yourselves in your 
own sight for your iniquities and for your abominations."

How  are we to conquer? Let's follow  the example of David. David conquered Goliath by 
first going to the stream. (1 Samuel 17:40) We must then go to the river of life, to the throne of 
God. At the stream David chose unique stones. (Id.) At the throne of God we must choose the 
unique Rock, Jesus Christ Himself. David's stone injured the giant in the forehead. (vs. 49) 
Our Rock, Jesus, has already bruised the serpent's head. And David, filled with the Spirit of 
the Lord, ran to the defeated giant, and, as the Spanish translation states it, David "finished 
killing him." (vs. 51) Likewise, the Spirit of the Lord in us will finish sin off for us. That is a 
promise, "I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes." When we walk 
in His statutes we do not transgress His law. Sin is the transgression of the law. (1 John 3:4) 
Therefore, the only solution to our not sinning is the Spirit of God in us.

Jesus showed us how  it works. He was filled with the Holy Spirit; (Luke 4:1) and did not 
sin. (Hebrews 4:15) If the Spirit of God were also in us, our faith would be like the faith of 
Jesus, obedient to the commandments of God and filled with works of mercy for all of 
humanity. Jesus went about doing good, healing the sick, comforting the broken-hearted. 
Listen to the secret of being saved:

"I saw that it is in the providence of God that widows and orphans, the blind, the 
deaf, the lame, and persons afflicted in a variety of ways, have been placed in 
close Christian relationship with His church; it is to prove His people and develop 
their true character. Angels of God are watching to see how  we treat these 
persons who need our sympathy, love, and disinterested benevolence. This is 
God's test of our character... Those who have pity for... the needy, Christ 
represents as commandment keepers, who shall have eternal life." (Testimony to 
the Church, Vol. 3, pp. 511-512)

Why does Jesus represents those who express love by acts of mercy as commandment 
keepers? Because upon love hangs the Law of God. (Matthew 22:37-40)

It is a blessing to minister to those in need, for the Gospel is providing for our fellowmen 
who are unfortunate. It is the beginning of living in the kingdom of God, because His kingdom 
is a kingdom of service. His angels are ministering spirits. (Psalms 91:11) So when we care 
for and provide to make life easier for the needy we become God's human angels who will 
someday be angels in His kingdom.

Jesus said that whoever is willing to be a servant, shall be great in the kingdom of God. 
(Matthew 23:11) This is because the kingdom of God is a kingdom of love, a kingdom of 

From the Desk of Teresita Pérez

August 2013! Archived at www .women1844. com
!

3



grace. Grace is to do a favor, a service. We are under His grace in that He wants to do us the 
favor of giving us His Spirit so that we may have power to do His will, which is expressed in 
His law. He loves us. And true love is charity. And charity is expressed in service. God is 
serving us by giving us His Spirit. In turn we must do the same and serve humanity. And the 
more we serve, the greater we are in a kingdom of service, in a kingdom of charity, in a 
kingdom of love, in the kingdom of God.

I have experienced that listening to the Word brings faith. Seeing others live the Gospel 
inspires us. But it is not until we ourselves go out of our way and make an effort to provide for 
others, that we are actually transformed.

We will never get anywhere if we just listen to the Gospel, but do not live the Gospel. That 
is why it's called, the "living" Gospel, because it has to be lived. We may believe that a 
gymnasium has the power to transform us physically, but it does us no good if we don't use it. 
The homeless, the prisoners, the sick, the singles of all ages, the aged, the widows, the 
orphans, and the single parents, are our gymnasium. We are to exercise our spiritual muscles 
in the gymnasium of human beings who need many things from us, starting with a simple 
smile. Then it is that we will be transformed into the likeness of He who provides for everyone.

A good marital relationship does not depend on each side contributing 50%, but rather on 
both the husband and the wife each contributing 100%. It is the same with the relationship we 
are to have with God. He is our Husband and we are His bride. (Isaiah 54:5) My brothers and 
sisters, God contributes 100% in His plan to save us. Now it is our turn, as His bride, to 
contribute our 100% and make an effort to cooperate with Him.

The Bible says that demons also believe. (James 2:19) But what is the difference between 
our faith and the faith of demons? Demons do not love. And so, if we are able to serve, but 
continue to live without having the works of charity for one another, then there is no 
difference.

Jesus said to Peter: "Upon this rock I will built my church." (Matthew 16:18) The Rock is 
love, because the Rock is Jesus. (1 Peter 2:4) And Jesus is God. (Romans 9:5) The Spanish 
version translates it clearly: "Jesus, who is God over all things." And God is love. (1 John 4:8) 
Therefore, if the Rock is Jesus, and Jesus is God, and God is love, then the Rock is love.

After Peter betrayed Jesus, our Lord took Peter back to the issue that made Peter fall. And 
Jesus did not ask, "Peter, what happened to your faith?", or "What happened to your trust." 
Jesus basically asked, "Peter, what happened to your love?", because Jesus asked him three 
times, "Peter, do you love me?" (John 21:15- 17)

When speaking to Peter Jesus dealt with the real issue, love, because love is greater than 
faith. (1 Corinthians 13:13) I may have faith that if you are sick my visit can be like a healing 
ointment. But it is love that motivates me to visit you. And so through faith we accept that 
which is truth, and through love we follow  through with our faith. Faith causes us to believe 
the Gospel. Love turns it into the "living" gospel. And since love is charity, (Ibid., 13:1) and 
further, since charity is expressed in works of mercy, then true faith is expressed in works. 
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The brother of Jesus said it clearly: "Show me your faith without works, and I will show  you 
my faith by my works." (James 2:18) Love is the ingredient that makes faith come to life. That 
is why love is greater than faith.

A scribe understood the supremacy of love and told Jesus that he understood that love for 
God and for our neighbors is above the burnt offerings and the sacrifices. (Mark 12:31) Jesus, 
seeing this man's understanding, answered, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." (vs. 
34) That's it. If we likewise are able to grasp that understanding, that love for each other is 
supreme, we shall also not be far from the kingdom of God. But being not far is not good 
enough. Someday the wicked will be not far from New Jerusalem. (Revelation 20:7-9)

Jesus visited the tax collector, Zaccheus. And Zaccheus said, "Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I 
restore him fourfold." (Luke 19:8) We notice Zaccheus did not only understand, he was going 
to follow  through according to his understanding. He said, "I will give to the poor. I will restore 
fourfold." Zaccheus was going to have ...works. Hearing this, Jesus testified, "This day is 
salvation come to this house." (vs. 9) Therefore, Zaccheus didn't just get to be not far from the 
kingdom. Because his faith was a faith that upholds the works of love, he actually had the 
kingdom of God enter into his home.

The young man who visited Jesus at night had one thing missing. It seemed that he had 
never cared for the poor. (Matthew  19:16-22) He knew the law of the kingdom, but had never 
lived the kingdom in service to others. But the actual words Jesus used were, "If you want to 
be perfect, go, sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor." (vs. 21) Why? 
Because perfect love gives it all, like God's love. God gave it all.

It was the Father Himself who guided His people during Old Testament times. But just like 
Adam and Eve did at the beginning, Israel also rejected the Father and chose a king. Having 
rejected the Father, still our sins could be forgiven, because God would send His son, the 
second chance. And we killed God's son. We rejected the second chance. Having killed God's 
son, still our sins could be forgiven, because God would send His Holy Spirit, the third 
chance. But if we reject the Holy Spirit... our sins cannot be forgiven, not because the Holy 
Spirit is more valuable than the Father and/or the son, not because God is not willing to 
forgive us, but because after we reject the Holy Spirit heaven would have nothing more to 
offer us to rescue us from sin.

History records that humanity rejected the Father and the son. Let us not reject the Holy 
Spirit. Let us rather pray for the promise, "I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk 
in my statutes." Jesus said in Luke 11:11-13: "If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a 
father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? Or if 
he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children; how  much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him?" ...to them that ask him. God will not violate our free will and give us 
something we do not want. We must ask for the Holy Spirit.
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By His Spirit in us we will see the words of Jesus recorded in Matthew 5:39-47 become a 
reality in our lives. "If a man... take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also." In other words, 
we will always be willing to keep giving. "And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go 
with him two." That is, we will always be willing to do a favor. "Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them." In other words, there will be no resentment or hate in our 
hearts. And Jesus sums it all up by concluding: "Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect." Therefore, we will always be giving, caring, with love in our 
hearts, so that our love may also be like God's love, a perfect, never-ending love.

And then after we give it all, and we are stabbed in the back, what then? Many will be 
discouraged and will not want to help anyone else again. Jesus knew this would happen, and 
therefore said, "And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold." (Matt. 
24:12) But we must continue to serve regardless, because Jesus added in the following 
verse, "But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved." Notice, he said, "the 
love of many shall wax cold, but he that shall endure unto the end." Endure in what? ...endure 
in love, in charity, in service, in grace, in favors to needy humanity, the same shall be saved.

Let us continue to give service even after getting stabbed in the back, so that our love may 
be perfect... perfect because it will not wax cold, will never die, like God's love.

But, can we possibly love everybody? A young woman shared with me a guilty feeling that 
she could not get rid of. She met her husband at a time that he was separated from his first 
wife, with whom he had a child, and they possibly could get back together. She felt that if it 
had not been because of her, his first marriage would still have had a chance. Then after she 
was married to him and had children with him, she met Jesus, and since then felt guilty. She 
asked me, "Will God ever forgive me?"

I answered, "My story is the same as yours, except that in my case, I am the first wife. And 
when I went to talk to the other woman and I said, 'I love my husband.' She replied with 
arrogance, 'I love him, too.' My children at that time were 4, 5 and 6 years old.

"From that day, every day I knelt beside my bed with my eyes opened and my arms 
stretched up to heaven as if grabbing God to make sure He was paying attention (you know 
those times of urgency praying), and I sincerely told God what was in my heart. I shouted, 'I 
hate her. I hate her. What are you going to do about it? How can you save us both? What's 
your trick? Because heaven is not big enough for the two of us there.'

"Three years went by and I saw  her again at Miami Temple the day two of my children 
were getting baptized. Now, she was the wife. And a force drove me to walk up to her, extend 
my hand to greet her with a handshake, and I said, "Thank you for coming, and thank you for 
treating my children so well." She was stunned. And I was stunned, too, because I was 
sincere. I went to the secretary's office to cry. And I cried because of happiness, because God 
had removed the burden of hate from my heart. The past was forgotten. I was free, and I am 
still free from that hate.
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"A year later she had her first child, and I bought her son a present. A neighbor of mine 
asked me, 'How  can you do that? The same thing happened to me five years before it 
happened to you, and to this day I still cannot stand the sight of that other woman.' I told my 
neighbor what happened. God performed His trick. He circumcised the hate from my heart, 
miraculously. I don't know how He did it or when He did it. But He did it."

And I further said to this young woman, "If you were to see us talking, you would never 
guess that there had been something wrong at one time, and you would not detect any 
resentment, because there is none. God forgave her, but allowed His forgiveness to also be 
channeled through me so that I may experience what God is like." And I added, "Don't worry 
about it anymore. God has forgiven you. Throw away the guilt and from now on live for God."

My brothers and sisters, this is what God has done with all of us. He has forgiven us. Let 
us accept His forgiveness, throw  away the guilt, and from now on live for Him. Let's give Him 
all of our feelings, so that He can turn them all into love.

God's circumcision of the heart is so perfect, that even as I speak I hurt that she may hear 
this testimony and feel embarrassed, because I don't want to cause her any pain. I give this 
testimony only for the purpose of conveying to you that God has the power to perform 
miracles in our hearts, and He wants to perform the miracle of giving us a new heart, a heart 
that loves, a new spirit, a spirit that is submissive to His will, a spirit that forgives as God 
forgives.

I'm not preaching a new  doctrine of holy fresh. I'm preaching an old promise of Holy Spirit. 
Sin causes us to have a spirit that hates and is resentful. The Holy Spirit will transform it into a 
spirit that loves. And I'm speaking about charity. Charity means using the spiritual gymnasium 
God has provided for us. The Bible says in 1 Peter 4:8: "Above all things have fervent charity 
among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins."

Years ago for Thanksgiving I was asked by my church to deliver a basket of food to a 
family having four children. The youngest child had a special device surgically implanted into 
his windpipe, such that at night the mother would connect oxygen to it. This boy's case had 
made the headlines in the Miami Herald and the news reached the White House at the time 
Ronald Reagan was president. Mr. Reagan wanted to speak to the mother, but the family had 
no telephone. She told me that the White House called the hospital at the time she had just 
left for home. So the White House ordered the telephone company to install a telephone in 
her home. When she got to the house, the telephone was working, it rang, she answered it, 
and spoke to the President of the United States. The man in authority, all the way from 
Washington, D.C. used the power he had, and the problem was resolved. But the lady had to 
choose to answer the phone and speak to President Reagan.

Our love lines are out-of-order. But the man in authority, God, has determined to connect 
again those vital lines of love that are severed because we choose to sin. God promised He 
would do it, and He will fulfill His promise. The heart of Jesus is filled with love. The light of his 
love is on its way to us from God's throne. His love is in the form of the Holy Spirit, because 
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the Holy Spirit is God, and God is light and God is love. But we must choose whether or not 
we are going to say, "Let there be light." We must ask for the Holy Spirit. At the foundation of 
the world Jesus gladly gave up life to die for us. Now it is our turn to give up death to live for 
Him. What a bargain! If we do not respond, it is because we are nothing more than fools.

Are you tired of resentment? Would you like to have the power of love to overcome? Jesus 
was eager to start the ball rolling to save us. Are you eager to have His love in you? His love 
will motivate you to follow through according to your faith. It will turn the Gospel into a Living 
Gospel and bring you peace. Don't wait a moment longer to respond to God's love. The time 
for you to say "let there be light" is today.
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