
Kit Review    (August, 2005)

Huma Flettner Fl-282 kit number 005, 1/72 scale

The Kit:
The model comes in a clear plastic bag, inside of which you will find one sprue containing 47
white plastic parts. Instructions come as a simple one page sheet, folded down the middle. There
are some photos of the Fl-282, plus brief histories and aircraft specifications in German, French
and English.

 Also included is a small decal sheet with markings for two aircraft:
1. Fl-282 V21, coded CI+TU, in RLM 70 green over RLM 65 light blue camouflage.
2. Fl-282 V6, coded GF+YF, in overall RLM 63 light grey camouflage.

Just looking at them you know
they are not going to be easy
to apply. It is also obvious that
the register is off just a bit,
causing the white of the
crosses  to show outside the
boundaries of the black.
There is a decal for the
instrument panel which is a
plus.

Construction:
With two build options
available, a decision must be
made before construction
starts. I chose to model the
V21 test machine, with the
observers station in the rear
fuselage and in the green over
light blue camouflage. Initially
I had wanted to build the
overall light grey example
(GF+YF). The light grey
camouflage would have
offered advantages over the
green camouflage because any
silvering of the decals would
be less conspicuous, but the
crosses on the decal sheet
were incorrect in having a
narrow black outline which

photographic evidence did not support. Since I was unable to find any replacement crosses in my
box of spare decals, and I didn't want to try to surgically remove the borders with an Xacto knife,



I abandoned the notion of building the grey example and started in earnest with building the
green over blue option.

Now that I had decided on the one scheme, I could remove the pieces ( 28 & 46) for the V6
version from the tree. The blob of a  pilot joined them in the box. If you decide to build the light
grey machine then you need to discard parts 10, 11, 25 & 26.

This is without doubt one of the roughest and crudest kits I have ever built. It seems to me that
the molds used by Huma did not aligned very well when the plastic was injected. As a result all
the parts, and in particular the small parts, need scraping and/or sanding due to the amount of
flash that is present. And there were some parts that just cried out to be replaced because the kit
part was just too malformed to be used.

The fuel tanks (parts 25 & 26) located on the sides of the cockpit had to go. They were rebuilt
from plastic rod and mounting straps added using thin plastic sheet.

The kit's control stick (part 20) was basically a blob, so it was replaced by one taken from the
spares box.

The top portion of the engine case (parts 3 & 4) needed to be rebuilt. This was accomplished
using some plastic tubing, plastic sheet and other pieces from the spares box.

The two control rods running to the case were made from stretched sprue.

The rear passenger compartment was detailed with the addition of ribbing cut from plastic rod,
plus two seats were added from ones found in the spares box. These replaced the single
non-descript seat (part 11) supplied with the kit. Two grab handles were fashioned and attached
to the top deck just behind the compartment.

The recessed panel lines that Huma kindly provided on the rear of the fuselage did not align from
side to side, being off by a millimeter or two. On the real aircraft this area is fabric covered so I
filled and sanded smooth all the panel lines.

A set of photo-etched seat belts plus an additional missing instrument panel, with spare
instrument decals applied to its face, were added to cockpit.

The kit needed some weight to make sure it didn't tail sit. I crazy glued the weight just behind the
pilot's seat to the ceiling inside the fuselage between the front opening and the gear case. Placing
it here put it out of view behind the pilot's seat. I added a cooling fan and shaft to the engine, but
with it located inside the fuselage you really can't see it anyway. I also added a semi-circular
bulkhead to the lower front portion of the fuselage just behind the seat.

The scissors link on the front gear leg (part 15) was drilled out. The instructions show that the
front gear leg should be mounted with the scissors facing forward, but the photos show that the
scissors should face to the rear, so mount this opposite to what the instructions show.

Speaking of the engine, it just begged to be replaced, but I was unable to find a suitable
replacement in the parts box, so it was retained.

Painting was reasonably straight forward, but it was complicated by a lot of fiddly masking
around the engine opening to prevent overspray inside the fuselage.



The uppers were painted Aeromaster RLM70 green enamel while the lowers were painted with
Aeromaster RLM76 light blue-grey enamel. A coat of  thinned Testors Glosscoat was applied to
prepare the surface for the decals.

As I suspected, the decals proved to be practically useless. They did not adhere well which
forced me to apply them with a mixture of acrylic Future Floor Wax and MicroSol decal solvent.
Even then they silvered somewhat. I was able to replace the swastikas with a pair obtained from
one of my Aeromaster sheets. Then the entire kit with sprayed with some Aeromaster flat
acrylic.

The final step was the attachment of some of the parts that I left off to ease painting. The main
wheels, front wheel and strut, as well as the rotors were now added to the kit. I had a minor
problem with the  exhaust pipes (parts 6, 7 & 8), which proved to be quite troublesome when it
came time to attach them. They were a tight fit into the small engine compartment, and the
instructions were quite vague as to exactly how they attached to the engine.

Conclusion:
Well, what can I say other than this kit is a real pain to build and I would only recommend it to
someone who really needs or wants to add an Fl-282 to their collection. Be warned: you are
going to exercise all of your building skills to the maximum if you wish to make an acceptable
model.


