
Kit Review    (June, 2005)

Fine Molds Kayaba "Ka-Go" (O-Go) Model 1, Kit Number  FP16, 1/72 scale

The Kit:
The kit comes in a top opening box very reminiscent in style and size to a Hasegawa box. Inside
you will find not many pieces, with only 31 light grey parts and 2 clear parts, all injected plastic.
You get one small instruction sheet almost exclusively in Japanese, along with another sheet
containing a great set of detail diagrams of the engine, landing gear, rotor assembly and support,
and skeletal framework of the fuselage. Looking at the kit moldings makes one think even more that
this may have actually been manufactured by Hasegawa, but during construction you find the fit is
not up to Hasegawa standards.

Construction:
This kit was built straight from the box, with a few minor changes.

A nice touch is the inclusion of the ribbing detail inside the cockpit.

Construction pretty well followed the steps on the instruction sheet. There were no really difficult
steps to the build, except I definitely had to add some parts to the inside of the fuselage behind the
nose panel which has no interior detail and no backing allowing a direct view into the inside of the



fuselage. Using the supplied diagrams as a guide, I added some engine detail inside the chin air
intake by cutting a set of three cylinders along with a part of the engine crankcase from a spare
radial engine found in the parts box. When mounted inside the fuselage you can see just a portion of
the cylinders and the bottom of the crankcase, giving in my opinion a reasonable facsimile of  the
inverted V-8  used in the real aircraft. I then blanked off the area behind the engine so that the
interior could not be viewed through the front air intake. The two side intakes on the chin to the
right and left of the prop (part 23) were opened up and backed with scrap plastic.

Overall the fit of the pieces is not the best, but then not bad either. The fit of the rear stabilizer was a
bit dodgy and some work with filler and sandpaper was needed to get a good transition between it
and the fuselage. The same can be said for the join between the nose cap (part 23) and the fuselage.
The nose cap diameter was slightly larger than that of the fuselage, so more sanding of this join was
done to reduce the step and make a smooth transition between the two parts.

The rotor blades are very well molded, but the hub is a bit suspect. The arms on the hub are not
round as expected but a squarish shape which makes for a rather odd looking assembly when the

blades are attached. The pitot also
suffers from a squarish shape, and it
was removed and replaced with a
piece of round stretched sprue.

I did not use any of the three suggested
paint schemes, but opted instead to
paint the craft based on pictures found
on the web. The aircraft was given an
overall coat of Aeromaster Japanese
Army Green, with the rotors being
sprayed with Aeromaster Japanese
Red-Brown primer. The red markings
of the kit decals were too light for my
liking, and the white markings had a
pinkish tinge, so I replaced them with
Aeromaster decals. Also, based on the
web photos, only the rear windscreen
was added.

Conclusion:
Not exactly a quick build with easy
fitting parts, but then not a tiresome
build either. If you're looking for an
unusual subject and are willing to put
just a bit of effort into working on the
seams and joins, a nice kit can be built
without too much difficulty.


