
Begemot Decals, no. 72003, Mi-28 "Havoc";  Ka-50/52 "Hokum"

This sheet contains markings for the following:
Mi-28A, 3rd production aircraft, 1999. Rostvertol 60th anniversary markings.
Mi-28N, MAKS 1999
Ka-50 (V-80), first production batch, 1991.
Ka-50 (V-80), MAKS 1995
Ka-50, 3rd production series aircraft, Farnborough 1992
Ka-50, production aircraft, Army Aviation Combat Employment and Training Center,
            Torzhok, 1995.
Ka-50, of the first export production batch. Had a fatal crash at Torzhok, 1998.
Ka-50, test group, Grozny North, Chechnya, December 2000.
Ka-52, Aero India Air Show, Bangalore, 1996.
Ka-52, fitted with Arbalet radar, MAKS 2001.

The decals appear to be printed well, but since
they are on light coloured paper it is difficult to
find the white images, and should any of the
images be out of register I doubt that it will
become apparent until after they have been soaked
from the sheet.

There is a set of stenciling for Mi-28, Ka-50 and
Ka-52, and a set of instrument decals for the Ka-50
and Ka-52, but for some reason not for the Mi-28!

The images are glossy but they are printed on
decal film that has a matt finish, which is
unfortunate since the Mi-28 subjects are in a  gloss
finish. This means a gloss overcoat following
decal application is a must.

The instruction sheet is quite informative but
requires a thorough read to help locate the images
desired since they are spread willy-nilly over the
decal sheet. I would suggest caution in cutting the
decals from the sheet as images are crammed

together, difficult to see (in the case of the white images) and there is not a lot of room to
manoeuvre.

I can not venture an opinion regarding the accuracy of the subjects on this decals sheet, except
for one subject, the Mi-28 in the Rostvertol 60th anniversary markings. I purchased this sheet
with plans to make my Ace Mi-28 with these markings, but a web search for this particular
helicopter brought to the fore that the Begemot set and instructions sheet have some glaring
problems with this particular Mi-28.

The instructions show this 'copter with the 2-bladed dual tail rotors, but the pictures below
shows it definitely has a single 3-bladed tail rotor. Also, there are a set of  black stripes on the
tail, starting beneath the exhaust covers and running partway down the boom. These stripes
are neither on the decal sheet, nor shown in the instructions. And finally, the stylized Russian
star should be located further aft on the boom than indicated in the instructions.



 Reference picture #1:

(photo credit: http://stormside.chat.ru/mi28.jpg)

Reference picture #2:

(photo credit: http://www.nme.de)

Should I decide to use these markings on the Mi-28 kit, I can fix the tail rotor problem by
obtaining a 3-bladed tail rotor from a Mi-24 kit to replace the kit's tail rotor, but as far as the
black striping on the tail boom are concerned I will have to paint them on or cut some black
decal sheet for them. It's either that or buy another decal sheet, since the other Mi-28 option
on this sheet is for the N version, which I do not have, or to mark the Mi-28 in "generic"
fashion, that is with standard Russian stars and a fake bort number.


