EIA-836 Configuration Management Data Exchange and Interoperability
INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
DOWNLOAD AND INSTALLATION OF EIA-836 V1.1-1.2

INTRODUCTION
Interim Working Versions 1.1 and 1.2 of EIA-836 are a significant update to the Version 1.0 released in June 2002. Anyone desiring to use the standard should refer to them. Both interim versions have the comments to Version 1.0 incorporated. Version 1.1 contains the redlined text document; Version 1.2 has the changes accepted. The reference and business object schemas in the two versions are identical.

Unlike Version 1.0, where the EIA-836 Business Objects were included within the reference schema, the new Business Objects (data transaction sets) consist of individual schemas that relate to a Program or Project, a Product or Products, or an Instance of a Product. The elements used in the Business Objects are defined and declared in the EIA-836 Reference Schema, which is linked to and is accessible from each of the business objects. An XML schema language conversion of the EIA-836 Reference Schema DTD is also included. It is an exact equivalent. 
Versions 1.1 and 1.2 are the last versions of the standard to use DTDs. The working group is currently developing Version 2 of EIA-836 to take full advantage of the advanced capabilities of the XML Schema Language. It will be in XML Schema Language, reorganized into Classes of Objects and Objects. All objects, attributes, relationships, etc. are being entered into a data base from which the schema and data dictionary as well as the text of the standard will be generated. 

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Go to website http://www.mlrassociates.com
Download the EIA-836V1.1&1.2 zip file
(This will give you a more up-to-date interim version of the standard than the Released Version 1.0 (June 2002) that is significantly changed from version 1.0. One major difference is that the Reference Schema is now the normative part of the standard, and the tailorable business objects are informative. Each business object is contained in its own schema.)

 

2. Unzip to a folder on your computer (otherwise the links will not work)

 

3. The 836 folder structure will automatically be set up. There will be a number of folders and files, including a file for each business object, and the following word files for the text of Standard. The word documents have hyperlinks to all the other files:

· EIA-836 Version 1.1.doc -- Redlined version of the standard showing incorporation of comments to Version 1.0. Use this to see the changes. 
Note: To see the action taken on any individual comment, refer to the zip file: EIA-836 Version 1.0 Comment Summary.zip.
· EIA-836 Version 1.2.doc -- Clean copy with same content as Version 1.1, except that reference schema and business object section order has been reversed to give more emphasis to the normative reference schema. 

Additional content: 

· 836V1-1-092203.doc is a data dictionary word version of the reference schema produced via an XML Spy documentation option.

· SchemaDocCompositeBO.dtd.doc is an MS word dictionary of the elements defined in business objects

· EIA-836RefSchemaXSD-V1.1.xsd is an XML schema language representation of the reference schema

4. Open the text document; go to the hyperlinked table of contents and navigate the document using web browser forward and back buttons and the hyperlinks to the DTDs, and HTML representations, and the document text, which contains descriptions of the schema. You will need an XML editor to be able to see the Reference Schema and each Business Object Schema in its entirety.  

XML Tools to read schemas - free evaluation versions can be downloaded:

 Turbo XML:  http://www.tibco.com/software/business_integration/xml.jsp
 XML Spy:     http://www.altova.com/
 

5. When you open a business object using one of these tools, you will find that all of the reference schema data elements are contained in the element list. The reference schema which defines and declares the elements is included by entity reference. The common business object header, on the other hand is included in the content model of the business object. The result is that the business object elements show in the graphic representation, while the reference schema elements that are not used in the BO content model appear only in the element listing. However if you click on any element that is not part of the business object, the reference schema will appear.
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