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Introduction

Table Talk: Four Conversations on Alaska Subsistence Issues is designed to be used in a
congregational setting such as Sunday morning adult education or a study group. There is an
emphasis on participants being willing to listen to diverse perspectives. Rather than debating
with each other, participants are requested to listen to diverse opinions and reflect with each
other on creative Christian ways to respond to the conflicts. 

Objectives
The objectives for the four sessions are:

To develop congregational forums with a biblical context for Christians to discuss
Alaska Subsistence Issues.
To enable Lutherans to develop plans for action related to Alaska Subsistence
Issues.

Session Format
Sixty to ninety minutes is essential for each of the four sessions to allow adequate

discussion time. 
1. Sessions open with song, scripture, and prayer and conclude with a scripture verse. 
2. There is an audiovisual of ten to twenty minutes in each session.
3. Each class has a scripted table talk printed in the lesson. Participants in the class
volunteer to take the roles of persons with strong, diverse opinions about Alaska
Subsistence Issues. The volunteer reader does not necessarily hold the opinion expressed
by the voice they enact. Only after the entire table talk conversation is there discussion.
4. The discussion is related to specific questions included in each class guide.

Leadership
Leadership is needed in four areas: to open the class with the hymn, Scripture, and prayer;

to introduce the session and moderate the scripted table talk; to set up and play the specific
section of the DVD and/or VHS; and to facilitate group response to the discussion questions. One
person or more could be assigned to these tasks. The discussion leader has a key role in guiding
group members to listen to diverse reactions, to focus the discussion, and to encourage everyone
to participate.  The leader does not offer answers.
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