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Established 1976

Thankyou for buying a Kilwarrin puppy. We have put a lot of thought and effort into providing you with a well bred healthy puppy.  The next Twelve months are the most important in your puppy’s development.  It is up to you to provide the socialisation, care, feeding, training etc to fully develop the puppy into a well adjusted adult.  The following information should help you do the best for your puppy, but should you have any further questions do not hesitate to contact us.
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Kilwarrin Kennels

Helen and Kerry Walls

13 Hunter Street

Keilor 3036

9336 2486 

0402214981 – Kerry Mobile

email to: fairleah@unite.com.au

web pages http://www.shelties.cjb.net

4Section 1:

General Information
4
Naming
4
How big will my puppy get?
5
Should we get a male or a female?
5
Checklist of supplies/items you may need for your new puppy;
5
Is your home puppy proof
5
The first nights alone
6
Section 2
7
Feeding
7
Puppies
7
Older puppies
7
Adult Dogs
8
HEALTH:
9
Choosing you Veterinarian
9
Vaccinations
9
Worms
10
Heart Worms
10
Anal Glands
10
Spay and Neuter
10
Section 3  Grooming
12
Grooming
12
Brushing
12
Bathing
13
Nail Clipping
14
Dental
14
THE WORLD ACCORDING TO SHELTIES:
15
Section 4 Training
16
Ground work for Good Behaviour
16
Setting a Routine
16
House Training
16
Barking
16
Walking
17
Rules
17

19
References
20
PUPPY CONTRACT -  PET PUPPY
21


[image: image13.png]“&ih #E





Section 1:

General Information

Owning a Dog

Your puppy can be

A loyal friend and companion

A clever obedience dog

A herding/working dog

Fun to be with

Ownership is

A privilege

A major responsibility

A long term commitment

A puppy demands

Time, energy, money, ability

Your puppy is not

A toy to be played with and then discarded 

Another human being 

Properly looked after your Sheltie will reward you with year of pleasure. In return for your time an effort in providing for its needs, it will display loyalty that many people claim is greater than human friendship  Do not demand this loyalty and friendship as your right – EARN IT – take the time and trouble to understand your dog and teach it to understand you.  Dog ownership is a privilege rather than a right and may entail 14 or more years of responsibility and commitment. 

As we will already have told you, by buying a puppy from us you inherit concerned “Grandparents” as we feel we have a responsibility for every puppy we cause to be brought into this world.

If at any time your circumstances change and you find it impossible to keep you dog please contact us immediately. We often have people who would prefer to have an older Sheltie and we will endeavour to rehouse it for you. In this way we can also keep our records up to date as to where all our puppies live.

We would appreciate a card with a photo of your puppy as an adult dog also.

Naming

Coming up with a name is never easy. Do you keep a family tradition? Bend to the latest fashion? Honour a hero? Or come up with something wacky and altogether new?

A name can say a lot. Take Fido. The name is a classic "dog" name - but why? The name goes back to the Latin "fides" which meant "trustworthiness" or "protection." It's also the root of words like "fidelity" and "confident."

But maybe you're looking for something different. And maybe you don't know where to start. 

Whatever you choose, keep in mind that you're probably going to have to shout it across the neighbourhood more than once.

How big will my puppy get? 

Predicting sheltie size is very difficult for even the most experienced of breeders. Most Show Breeders would always prefer that a sheltie be an average of 15-25 pounds and 13"-16" at the withers. There are variations below and above this range. Never be fooled by someone that tells you they raise "toy" shelties. There is only one sheltie, no matter the size. A general rule of thumb is to look at the legs and feet. A puppy with very large or small feet and very large or small legs can sometimes be expected to be outside the normal size limits. 

Should we get a male or a female? 

This question will be answered differently by everyone, but in my opinion, the male makes the better pet. In general, males are easier to train, shed less often and have a more even disposition than a female. BUT, the differences are very small. Females can be moody, even ones that are spayed, Two males will generally get along as well as two females as long as they are both desexed. Size is a non issue as males/females are going to grow to whatever size their genetic makeup calls for. Males can be small, females can be big. 

Checklist of supplies/items you may need for your new puppy; 

Food and water bowls. 

Food 

Dog chew toys 

Collar & leash 

Bedding – must be easy to wash, comfortable and large enough for the puppy to sleep on; it may help to bring an article of bedding home from the breeder (it smells like its mother) for the puppy on his/her first nights in a new home. 

Crate – wire or plastic 

Treats 

Veterinarian’s name and phone number 

Brushes and grooming supplies 

Nail clipper 

Styptic powder 

Dog shampoo 

Poop scoop or plastic bags 

Dog toothbrush and dog toothpaste 

Products for cleaning up puppy accidents 

Puppy-safe flea products 

Child safety gate(s) 

Is your home puppy proof

1. Is your property well fenced or do you have a dog proof run for your puppy.

2. Keep all gates shut, lock these when you are out.  Many pups have been run over when service people e.g. Meter readers, repairmen etc. or salesmen call and leave gates unsecured.

3. Don’t leave pesticides, chemicals or vermin baits around where inquisitive pups can get hold of them.  They are a death trap (Slug bait and antifreeze seem to be very palatable and have no antidote – They Kill)

Remember if its poison you cant kiss it better

4. Long grass is an open invitation for parasites, fleas etc, if you walk you dog in such areas please take preventative measures.

5. Don’t leave sharp objects around that puppy can hurtle into. The puppy only has two speeds – flat out and asleep. Try to view you home from puppy height to see what dangers there might be, before letting your puppy play madly.

6. Be sure that you have somewhere warm and dry – if a winter puppy, or cool and shady – if a summer puppy, that he can rest during the day

7. Never leave things lying around while the puppy is in the chewing stage, he wont always distinguish between, his chew bar and your favourite shoes, and most importantly electric cords. Try to hide all computer cables, connection wires, and/or turn many appliances off at the wall, these can be fatal if chewed through as well as costly to replace.

The first nights alone

Since birth your Kilwarrin puppy has had the companionship of littermates and it mother at night.  You may well find that without them your puppy will feel lonely and frightened and cry for company.  

The following suggestions that might help:

A radio playing (safely out of reach)

A rug to keep them cosy

A safe toy for company

If you get up to comfort him, only do it once or you may find yourself with endless broken nights as the puppy comes to expect your presence when he cries.  His loneliness can be heart rending but he will learn to adjust to it. Of course if he sleeps with you he will have the company he is used to and when he is older and better able to understand that you haven’t left him alone for ever, you can start to wean him to where you want him to sleep. 

Your puppy’s bed is his own property and his refuge. Do not allow him to be disturbed while in it and never tell him off while he is in it.

Victorian Canine Association (VCA) registration: 

Just because you have a puppy or dog, or just because you are going to buy a puppy with VCA registration doesn't mean it is a "Show quality" animal. VCA is a registry of dogs that have a "family tree". It can trace back the generations of a dog with a VCA number multiple generations. But that doesn't mean your pup is quality or healthy or "show quality". I can trace my family tree too, but that doesn't mean I am Ms. Australia, Kerry Packer or Mother Theresa (or want to be for that matter). When puppies are born a breeder or owner of a litter can mail in an application along with the appropriate fee to register the litter with VCA. The breeder will then give you (the buyer) a "blue or tan" paper that is mailed in by the new owner with the appropriate fee and the puppy will be registered in the new owner’s names. What you are ultimately looking for is a breeder that breeds his/her dogs to the proper "STANDARD" for shelties, is concerned about the proper homes for their puppies and is going to be available for you after the sale, help and advice. 

Section 2

Feeding

The most important time in a puppy’s growth is during the first 6 months of its life.  Three things influence a dogs growth rate: Heredity, hormones (secreted by glands in the dogs body) and nutrition (the quality and quantity of food eaten).  Once you have your Kilwarrin puppy the only one of these over which you have any influence is nutrition.

In its natural state, the dog would eat a whole Kill, including stomach content, grain, etc, therefore the balanced vitamin and mineral supplements are essential for the domestic dog.  The vegetables suggested also help to balance the diet and make it closer to the natural diet of the dog. Limit the use of commercially prepared foods as there is a high incidence of digestive and skin conditions among dogs fed on dry or canned food.

Dogs have powerful digestive juices with muscular stomachs. Health teeth are an important part of digestion.  Dogs have short intestines for meat digestion, so there is no time for putrefication.  Digestion is completed after 8 hours.

Cooking foods (except grains) leads to laziness of digestive system. In particular, cooking of meat upsets many physical functions and can lead to digestive problems and parasite infection. (for example a piece of cooked meat would last/keep for many more days before breaking down than an uncooked piece.)

Puppies

8 – 12 weeks


3 – 4 feeds daily

Breakfast – can consist of Cereal or Porridge with milk or warm water, cottage cheese may be mixed in as well

Calcium supplement can be added ( but not needed if regularly feeding Chicken necks or carcasses )

Lunch
 minced fresh meet (eg ox cheek, rabbit, beef) with additions of egg yolk, wheatgerm, raw chicken neck or raw bone (note only RAW bone or any kind to be fed never cooked ones particularly chicken)

Dinner
Same as lunch only add vegetables, cottage cheese or yoghurt, rice or pasta 

Supper

small amount of lunch/dinner meal.

Older puppies

3 – 6months

3-2 feeds daily

Type of food should continue to be the same as the early puppyhood food but lessen the number of meals as they get older, cutting down to breakfast and dinner,  It is just as important not to let your puppy get overweight as it is to be sure they are getting enough.  One puppy on its own should not be an very big eater and be very careful with high calorie content dry foods, such as Eukanuba that you feed no more than recommended and less than that if they are getting it mixed with other foods.

Shelties are what we call “Good Doers” They do not require large meals to maintain good growth and health, we suggest using a small bowl only for their food bowl therefore you are not as tempted to fill it. 

Adult Dogs 

(1 meal daily) 

(75% meat 20%vegetables and fruits and grain 5%)

Adult dogs benefit from a diet that provides a good variety of foods with a preference being on natural and raw foods such as:

Raw meat, raw chicken necks or carcasses

Raw finely chopped vegetables such as spinach, garlic, carrot, parsnip zucchini, lightly steam broccoli or corn.

Small amount of rice, pasta, barley, oats, linseed. 

Oils such as canola or sunflower (only 1 teaspoon per day)

Good oil mix is to blend 1,1/2 vegetable oil  and  ¼ cup cod liver oil and keep in jar, adding a teaspoon of this mix to dogs meal.

Add Vitamin E oil also, via capsule. Pierce capsule and squeeze on food.

Supplements

Add 1 glove of garlic couple of times a week

Add 1 teaspoon of apple cider vinegar to water or foods couple of times a week. 

These items can be included and exchanged in some meals over the week, we do not recommended any tin food whatsoever, but there are some convenient quality products on the market, such as Pet health food loaves, I particularly like the “Four Legs”(complete meals) but NOT CHUBB or other supermarket dogloafs.

Remember if you bring you dog up on Tin food and poor quality Dry food, it would be like expecting a child to grow up healthy whilst only ever eating McDonalds

If at any time you wish to change the diet you should try to do so gradually as sudden changes can cause upset stomachs

Avoid feeding

Chocolate (give dried liver as a treat)

Onions

Cow’s milk – use buttermilk instead (helps remove worms)

Butter

Pork

Nightshade family

Fresh Water must always be available 

HEALTH: 

Shelties are one of the healthiest breeds available. However, there are certain problems that all sheltie owners need to be aware of. Make sure the breeder you purchase your puppy or adult from have tested the parents for any inherited eye problems. You can have your puppy tested for eye problems as early as 10 weeks. All puppies should arrive with at least one set of vaccines (Distemper, Parvo, hepatitis, coronavirus, parainfluenza). If you purchase an older puppy it may also have leptospirosis vaccine. Your puppy will be picked up from or arrive from your breeder and will be under a great deal of stress. Sometimes stress can cause a parasite flareup (giardia,coccidia).  Whilst most breeders try their best to avoid breeding in known problems there are many things that are so random and as with human babies occur without known reasons. And in puppy foetuses not able to be tested for, or don’t make their presence felt until the puppy is older that occasionally problems are unavoidable.  Please consult with both the breeder as well as your vet if your puppy develops  problems 

Choosing you Veterinarian

Ask around you area, and find a Vet who is most interested in small animals.  Make sure you can relate to him or her and that they take the time and trouble to explain any treatments to you so that you understand.  Many drugs have unpleasant side effects and the days of steroids and hormones being the answer to every problem have now gone. Be sure that you understand why your dog is having a particular treatment and don’t be afraid to ask why a particular drug, etc is being used.  Often if you get onto a problem before it gets too advanced, there are more natural methods of treatment and many vets prefer to use these in preference to drugs if possible. Many excellent vets are finding that they can offer alternative treatments as well as the drugs still necessary in modern practice. 

Vaccinations

These are necessary to protect your puppy against the three main infectious and fatal viral diseases.  

Parvovirus, Distemper, Hepatitis

Your puppy will have received a temporary vaccination at 6 weeks

You should take you new puppy to a vet of your choice at 12 weeks to receive further vaccinations

Parvovirus is highly contagious and can remain in the ground for six months or more. It is only killed by formalin or concentrated bleach.  Don’t let your puppy wander around at the vets – hold it in your arms, most of the adult dogs that are in the waiting room will be there due to some illness. Don’t let your puppy socialise with these dogs. Whilst it is important not to expose the puppy to viruses as much as possible it must still be insured that the puppy is allowed to meet other dogs, people and situations.  Try to find understanding friends whose dogs you are sure have been vaccinated, or an Obedience Clubs where vaccinations are mandatory (most insist that the certificates are sighted every year) to take you puppy to ensure sound mental health. 

Annual Boosters are essential

Worms

The common worms seen in dogs are round, hook, whip and tape.

Your puppy will have been treated at 2, 4 and 8 weeks of age.  You should deworm your puppy again at 12 weeks, 4 months and 6 months

Deworm Adult dogs every 4 – 6 months with a product which kills all worms including Hydatids Tapeworm.  

Good worm control also requires regular removal of faeces and consistent flea control to prevent re-infection.  

When choosing a worming preparation take care to select a product recommended for puppies and ensure to weigh the puppy and measure the dose carefully. ; Please also check the expiry date and do not use old worming products.

Heart Worms

Heart worm is becoming a problem (and a serious one as there nasties can kill dogs by collecting in the heart) in Victoria. Check with your vet if your area is prone to this, as there is a preventative daily or monthly pill available this worm. 

Anal Glands

Often dogs can be seen scudding along on their bottoms.  This doesn’t mean they have worms but that the anal glands each side of the anus are impacted and irritating. Get your vet to attend to them. Chewing at the base of the tail may also indicate this. 

[image: image18.png]


Spay and Neuter

"Neuter" means literally, neither masculine nor feminine, and when applied to an animal indicates that he or she cannot reproduce. The most common usage of these terms is that "spay" applies to females and "neuter" to males. 

The safest age to neuter your puppy is at six months. This is usually just prior to the onset of puberty, (including first heat for females which occurs on average at 6 to 9 months) and if the surgery is done at this time, you can greatly reduce risk of health problems later in the dogs' life. Having the surgery done earlier than six months is not necessary but is being done at some facilities. Discuss the safety of the procedure with your vet if early surgery has been recommended.

In female dogs, spaying prevents uterine infections (pyometra), false pregnancy, ovarian tumours, uterine tumours and unwanted pregnancy. It also reduces risk of mammary tumours and vaginal tumours. A common misconception is that a female should have at least one litter prior to being spayed. This is absolutely false; she will not miss out on motherhood. Instead, she will be at increased risk of the previously mentioned health problems after just one litter. 

In males, neutering reduces risk of prostate cancer and prevents testicular tumours. Many behaviour problems in males can be reduced including roaming tendencies, fighting, inappropriate urination, aggression and other destructive behaviours. Remember that puppies can be destructive due to their curious, rambunctious nature. Maturity, proper training, and neutering combined make for a wonderful adult pet dog. 

Your overall vet bills will be lower after neutering because intact males can injure themselves trying to get to a female in heat. Then you are dealing with property damage (yours and your neighbour’s) personal damage (you can be sued) and a lot of headaches! Especially if he impregnates a purebred female that was supposed to have been bred to another dog. Conversely, your female can wind up pregnant from an unknown, roaming male. An intact male will also be more likely to get into fights with other males, and (depending on the breed and size) either your dog will be severely injured, (vet bills!) or their dog will be (more vet bills!). You are also in violation of leash laws when your dog escapes your yard, and that could mean a fine payable to the city or county you reside in. He could also be hit by a car (vet bills) or "adopted" by a well-intentioned family. At best, he will wind up at your local shelter or pound where you will pay a fine to bail him out. Contact your veterinarian to find out prices for neutering. All things considered, neutering is far less costly financially and medically! 


We encourage all puppies from us be desexed unless expressly bought for the purpose of showing or breeding. (this must be discussed prior to purchase or after considered discussion upon a further viewing of the adult dog, for its ability to conform to the Shetland Sheepdog Standard, copies of which can be obtained from the VCA.  We do not condone any breeding use of the dogs, or guarantee their ability to reproduce or take financial or legal responsibility for any puppies produced without our written approval. 

Section 3  Grooming
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Grooming

When will my sheltie have a really huge coat? 

A sheltie will normally be fully mature by the time it is 3-5 yrs of age. Don't expect your puppy to have a really beautiful coat until then. Spaying/neutering will help promote coat growth as will a healthy balanced diet. Plus, be sure to have your puppy groomed at least every other month at a professional grooming shop. The groomer will keep the ears cleaned out, brush and bathe, and keep the nails trimmed. The average cost for a good groomer will be $20-40 depending on the area in which you live. 

How much do Shelties shed? 

Most spay/neutered shelties will shed once yearly. I have seen many neutered male shelties that will shed heavily once every two years. A thorough weekly brushing is usually more than adequate. 

Brushing

With all of the playing you’re sure to have done during your first few days with your new puppy, he should be well on his way in getting used to being handled. But, it should be mentioned that the puppy must get used to being touched all over its body – ears, tail, belly, head, feet, etc. One useful tip is to allow them to see and to smell all of the supplies you are going to use, such as all of the brushes and/or combs (don’t give them any opportunity to nibble them!). If you plan to use a hairdryer, get them used to hearing it – perhaps when you are drying your own hair you can get them used to hearing it.  A little bit here and there will do wonders for your puppy’s confidence. Remember, all of the time you spend making life easier for your puppy makes life easier on you, too! 

During leash training sessions, it’s a good idea to add in teaching the puppy to stand quietly and patiently. This, of course, will make bathing and especially brushing easier on everyone. A dog that stands calmly for the professional groomer is sure to be welcomed and greatly appreciated! 

Having the necessary tools to complete the grooming job will make the entire process much more enjoyable for you and your dog. Some needed supplies are: A curry brush, a soft, natural bristle brush, a steel comb. Other brushes that can be utilised are the wire slicker brush – use with a gentle hand to avoid burning the skin, and the wide toothed comb. 

make sure that you brush the coat all the way from the skin out to the ends. If you just brush the topcoat, massive knots will form in the undercoat – creating a massive grooming job! Work from head to tail (and to toe), gently brushing out the coat. If you find a small mat, no matter how small, slowly and carefully work it out. You can use a detangling spray to aid you in this task. Ignoring these smaller mats only leads to huge mats – which means that they will have to be cut out or shaved off. If the long-coat grooming regimen is too much for you, you could opt to take the dog to the groomer and just have the coat shaved down regularly. 

Make sure when grooming, you always handle legs gently. Never pull legs out to the side – think of your body and what is uncomfortable for you. Bend the legs as they were designed to bend, at the elbow, at the knuckles. Perhaps if you can summons up the mental image of a farrier working on shoeing a horse, you will envision how to properly handle and bend your dog’s feet. 

It can’t be stressed enough that if you take the time to brush your dog every so often, the grooming sessions will be pleasant and short. The regular contact taking place between you and your dog will also strengthen your newly forming, wonderful bond! Now, stand back and enjoy their shiny coat! 

Bathing

With the way puppies play, it won’t be long before he or she is dirty and in desperate need of a bath! 

The first important step is to have all of the necessary bathing supplies ready to go and within arm’s reach before you get your puppy wet! Such needed supplies are two towels, a washcloth and a dog shampoo that is mild and gentle. You may also need a hairdryer and/or a spray, which helps detangle the coat for medium to long haired breeds. 

The best place to wash your puppy depends on the size of the puppy and your ability to be able to hold the pup while bathing it. For young pups, one ideal spot is in the laundry sink where you have access to warm water and a sprayer for a thorough rinse job! It won’t take long for you to decide which location is easiest for you and your dog. 

It is imperative that you brush out the coat and any mats prior to wetting down the coat. This will prevent knotting and tangling of the coat and it will also save you a lot of work. Rinse the puppy with warm water starting at the neck first. This will keep fleas – if present – from racing to safety on top of the pup’s head. Thoroughly wet the neck and body, applying just enough shampoo to form a light lather over the entire body. If you use too much shampoo, it will be more difficult to rinse the coat thoroughly and can dry out the skin and coat. 

Wash the entire body, being careful not to unbalance the dog while in a slippery sink or tub/shower, I always wash in the bathtub with a rubber safety mat down so that it is easier of the dogs to grip. Take your time! Puppy’s first bath experience needs to be as pleasant as possible – you are creating a memory of bath time! Rinse the body thoroughly, until you are sure there is no more soap – then rinse one more time. If you do this, you will make sure that no soap residue is left and thus, your puppy won’t get itchy and irritated skin. 

The head of the puppy can be washed with a washcloth. I don’t like using a sprayer on the head – as soon as you try to dampen the coat upon the head, dogs usually squirm and toss their head, getting water in the exact places you were trying to avoid – eyes and ears! Water in the eyes is uncomfortable - and, if you have ever experienced what happens once water drips into your own eyes when you wash your hair, you know that this path of water has now created a channel for the soap to run straight into the eye as well! (It could be possible to utilise a sprayer if you work as a team with another person, but if alone, I like to use the washcloth method – a single person has a little more control of where the soap is going that way.) 

Wet a washcloth and use it to wet the head – gently wet around the eyes and muzzle. If the face is clean, I only use water to clean. That way there is no risk of soap getting into the eyes, ears, nose or mouth, and the dog is much happier. If needed, I will place a small dab of soap on washcloth and I will clean small areas at a time, rinsing thoroughly with the second, clean, wet washcloth. You and your dog will find what works best for you. Try to keep all bath experiences pleasant. 

With a wet, rinsed dog in the sink, I use my hand like a squeegee, gently squeezing out excess water working from the neck and back, and then down each leg. Gently squeeze water off of the legs by wrapping hand around base of leg (closest to belly) and gently squeeze down to the toes. Do this to each leg, being careful not to unbalance the dog in any way. 

Now that all the excess water is gone, it is time to use a dry towel. Take the dry towel and wrap it around the dog – carefully lift the dog out of the sink (if in a sink) and towel dry once the dog is safely on the floor. If it is a long or medium haired breed, rub towel in the direction of the fur so as to not create knots and matts (at least you can try to minimise the opportunity!) Then, using a detangling spray, and following label directions, spray the coat to aid brushing. You can then take a hairdryer set on low heat and keep the dryer moving over the coat. Never keep the dryer held in one place on the coat or you will burn the skin! (It is assumed that you have acclimatised the puppy to the sound of the blow dryer first as well as the feel of it on their coat – see brushing.) 

Don’t let your dog outside right after a bath – not until they are 100% dry – it’s guaranteed they will roll in the dirt! With practice, you’ll soon be a pro with what your dog needs, and there is nothing nicer than having a nice clean dog around! 

Nail Clipping

If you can hear you dogs nails clicking on the floor of your house then they are definitely in need of clipping, You must use proper dog nail clippers for this job as their nails are very hard and do contain a vein which will bleed profusely if cut.  Try to find a white nail to judge how much to cut off, in a white nail you can see the vein, aim to cut close to this but not past it. This is a job often better left to professionals, and it maybe worth a visit to a professional groomers to get this done.

Dental

While your dog is still a puppy, it is a wise idea to start taking care of their teeth and gums. You can do this by brushing your puppy’s teeth on a regular basis. This will help prevent many future health problems. Getting your puppy used to having their mouth opened and teeth examined will make it much easier for your and your vet to perform routine maintenance. Keeping a dog’s mouth healthy will also help keep the rest of your dog healthy - uncared for teeth can become infected and painful. gums. 

In order to accustom your puppy to having his teeth brushed, take your finger and gently rub it over his teeth and gums - you can make this a more pleasant experience by dipping your finger into something like tuna water or garlic salt mixed with warm water. Reward your dog through praise and by being gentle and calm. Make these first lessons brief and enjoyable. After a week or so of these short sessions, you can start to use a piece of gauze wrapped around your index finger, and gently rub the teeth. Praise your puppy and don’t make these sessions too long, either. After a few days of the gauze, and once your puppy willingly accepts these efforts, it is time to use a toothbrush. The best toothbrush to use is one that is designed just for a dog’s teeth. You can find these toothbrushes at your veterinarian’s office. You can also use a human toothbrush, but make sure it has soft bristles, like those designed for people with sensitive teeth and gums. 

Do not use human toothpaste in your dog’s mouth! As you know, people know how to rinse and not to swallow the toothpaste - dogs don’t! They will swallow the toothpaste and make themselves sick (human toothpaste will upset their stomach). You can find pet-formulated toothpaste at your vet’s office. Once your dog is used to the feel of the toothbrush, dip it in warm water, apply pet paste and while holding the brush as a 45 degree angle to the teeth, brush the teeth in a circular or oval motion. Make sure the bristles are massaging the teeth between the gumline where plaque hides. Pay extra attention to the outsides of the upper teeth. Make several back and forth circular motions over each tooth. 

To help your dental efforts, you can give your dog firm objects to chew upon. This will help clean the teeth with the scraping action that naturally occurs while gnawing on an object. Avoid hard objects such as cow hooves, since these types of objects can actually break the teeth! 

The feeding of some dry dog food also benefits the teeth. You will want to avoid knotted rawhide bones because dogs tend to choke on this material once they gnaw pieces free. 

Remember: Dog’s can lose teeth by the age of six if dental care is overlooked.
You should brush your dog’s teeth every day if possible, but at least two to three times each week.
Have your dog’s teeth checked annually during routine physical exams by your veterinarian! 
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THE WORLD ACCORDING TO SHELTIES:


1.
I will chase anything that moves - get used to it.

2.
I consider myself to be an integral part of the family – don’t treat me like a mere dog.

3.
I will stick my nose into everyone's business and feel compelled to comment upon my observations.

4.
If you should leave me behind, I shall consider this an aberration of proper behaviour and will voice my disapproval loud and long...often accompanied by frantic twirling and jumping.

5.
I will determine which of your friends is worthy of my affection, and which are to be observed at a distance, before a verdict is rendered.

All decisions are final.

6.
I will follow you to the ends of the earth, and ALWAYS into the bathroom.

7.
No door is to be considered closed as long as I can push it open with my nose.

8.
Give me plenty of toys and activities to keep me busy.  You don’t want me finding tasks on my own - trust me on this.

9.
I have absolutely no qualms about stealing FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD from any source available, even if it is from the mouths of babes.

10.     I will sense your every mood and will be happy or sad along with you.

11.     I will give you the best moments of our lives and memories you will cherish forever.



Section 4 Training

Ground work for Good Behaviour

This is an impressionable time for your puppy. It is when he can pick up good and not-so-good habits, like jumping on people. 

Spend lots of time with your puppy. The more loving you give now, the stronger the bond you'll have later. Brush daily, handle his ears and paws, and open his mouth for inspection. It will pay dividends when the vet needs to do it for real. 

In the first days after getting home, focus on getting your dog comfortable. That means getting into a routine. Once you have dealt with those things, you will have plenty of time to work on other behaviour issues. 

Setting a Routine

Puppies like a routine - especially if it involves good food, lots of loving and plenty of exercise. You will like it, too. Getting your puppy into a routine helps speed up the housetraining process, and also makes it easier to set aside time in your day to give your darling puppy proper care and attention. 

· Establish a spot outdoors where your puppy relieves himself. With a leash, take him to that spot every time. That eliminates the guesswork. He will know it a business trip, not a pleasure trip. 

· Give food and water at the same time every day. About 15 minutes after eating take him out. 

· Schedule training and exercise. A 15-20 minute walk every day can prevent destructive behaviour like chewing or digging. It also helps the two of you become closer.

House Training

Your puppy already uses newspaper in preference to the floor. Avoid accidents in the house by taking the puppy outside immediately it wakes up, after each meal, and at frequent intervals during the day.  Each time you see it preparing to “squat” in the house, pick it up and rush it outside before it has a chance to do anything.  Stay out with it, telling it “toilet” “ hurry up” or whatever words suit you until your object is achieved. The provide plenty of praise and allow it to return inside. Do not scold it for performing inside unless it is actually in the act, for this will only cause confusion in its mind.  Shelties learn to be clean in the house fairly quickly but of course, you cannot expect a puppy to contain itself throughout the night until its about four months old.  Therefore put out some newspaper as near to the door as possible

An average of 4 weeks is probably normal for housebreaking although with proper technique I have had owners say their pup was housebroken from 1 day to 2 weeks. Get a plastic crate from the local pet store and keep the pup in the crate during the time when you are not at home. Take the pup out immediately when you arrive home and praise it when it potties outdoors. In no time, the pup will be housebroken. 

Barking

Shelties can be barkers. That being said, if you do your job of proper training and NEVER leaving your sheltie outside alone for more than 20 minutes at a time, the barking will be kept to a minimum. I have seen very few shelties that would bark inside for no reason at all. Some few will bark when the phone rings, most will bark when someone drives up or the doorbell rings. Some even bark at the vacuum cleaner, but with proper training you can teach your sheltie to bark appropriately. 

Walking

Don’t walk him off lead until you are sure he is well trained in coming to his name. NEVER CHASE HIM if he accidentally is loose. Walk the opposite way calling his name. Curiosity and his understanding of you as the pack leader and therefore the decision maker as to where you are heading should mean that he will come running after you and then you will be able to quietly recapture him.  Even if that means walking into someone’s front yard and shutting the gates so he is confined. Chasing him, is the quickest way for him to outrun you in fun and disappear and/or worse be run over.
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This Rules document is provided to help you understand some of what is going on inside the puppies head.

Rules


Because we are human we tend to not understand our new puppies, or we interpret their behaviour as we do that of other humans. This is called anthropomorphising attributing human traits and emotions to our animals. 

Animals do have emotions and feelings but they are not the same as we experience our emotions. If we can understand the patterns and rules that they live by, then we can better relate to them and teach them to abide by our codes. 

So that you can better understand some of your puppy activities they are included in what is called The Puppy Rulebook.  This is a set of rules or natural behaviour that a puppy is born to follow. By understanding the motivation behind some of the behaviour patterns and response you can teach new methods or react to situations more rationally and in a way that your puppy will understand. 

THESE ARE A FEW OF THE PUPPY RULES: 

1. As a puppy, you must greet any other adult or higher ranking animals by licking around their face. 

a. this may include jumping to reach the face
b. if you are really submissive grovel
c. groveling may be accompanied by submissive urination

2. Greet everyone when you meet them or your etiquette is out of order. Once this is done you may resume normal activity or get down to whatever needs to be done. 

3. Toileting should be done outside of the areas you eat, drink, or sleep. 

a. this may be an area you are taught to use
b. when in doubt, use an area or surface you are familiar with

4. At six to eight weeks of age you should learn social skills with your peers. This should include proper greeting etiquette such as:

a. greet strange dogs by approaching from the side or at an angle while touching the "calming" flap of skin near the hip
b. sniff and allow them to sniff you at the same time
c. circle around and repeat the procedure
d. break into play or mutual activity
e. attack or ritualistically threaten any dog that does not participate in this type of behaviour
f. screaming littermates should teach you to stop and be gentle or play will end

5. You must follow a hierarchical order. Puppies are at the bottom until you grow older and wiser. You may be the top ranking puppy if you are bigger, more adventurous, or more vocal. 

6. Top ranking dogs will usually:

a. carry their tails high
b. need to be greeted first
c. will eat first
d. will go through doors and gates first
e. lead the pack by being in front or the leader dog
f. reprimand you if your human gives you attention or food first or scold them for making sure you are in the proper rank order

7. Eye contact:

a. You must never hold the gaze of a top ranking animal since it is disrespectful or challenges them for their position
b. Humans do not understand this and will often try to get you to look at them. Look away because it is the proper thing to do.

8. Since you are a pack animal it is abnormal for you to be isolated. If you are prevented from reaching your family or pack by a door, gate, or other barrier, something is wrong! You may be rejected or your family may be dead. If you are left alone you may be hurt or killed. Proper response for help in these matters is to:

a. whine a little
b. whine a lot, and really loud
c. bark
d. scratch at the door

9. Your diet should be a good, consistent one. Once you finish nursing, your mom will regurgitate food to help your transition to solid food. Your human grandparents will usually help her by giving you gruel or puppy food. Rules about food:

a. Since you are competing for food with your littermates, eat as fast as you can and step in the food to make sure you have the advantage.
b. Make sure everyone knows that you enjoyed it by jumping all over them after you have stepped in it and eaten your fill.
c. Go potty immediately or within 5 to 15 minutes after eating.
d. If you are dominant you get to eat first. Growl and run others off if you have to

10. You should calm down when:

a. you are quietly stroked on the chest, behind the ears, or under the flap of skin near your hip area
b. you are in the room with the rest of the family pack, after initial ecstatic greeting, of course

11. Everything is either reinforcing or reprimanding.

a. Rewards are attention through sound, eye contact, posture, and physical contact. 
b. Reprimands are attention through sound, eye contact, posture, and physical contact. 
c. Note a & b are the same.
d. If you are trying to get attention, and you do, consider it reinforcing and continue or increase your intensity. 

12. You will learn faster with short, quick lessons. If you are asked to repeat a successful performance while you are learning, misbehave or do not do it as well the next time. 

13. It is your job as a puppy to:

a. instill joy in humans around you
b. get into everything
c. make toys out of everything
d. explore with your mouth
e. wonder at each new experience or encounter
f. go 100 miles per hour and then drop into an instant sleep to recharge so you can do it all over again 
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References

There are some very good books available on Shelties

Sheltie Talk



McKinney & Rieseberg

All about the Shetland Sheepdog
Felicity Rodgers

The Shetland Sheepdog

Margaret Osbourne

The Shetland Sheepdog

B.M. & J.M. Herbert

Plus many others on specific topics, like obedience, health, etc you can try at your local libraries.  The Internet is flourishing with Sheltie Sites, most are American but you can find some good information online.  One place to start is the Kilwarrin Home pages at http://www.shelties.cjb.net
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PUPPY CONTRACT - 
PET PUPPY 

Definitions used herein include:
"BUYER" shall herein be defined as:
"BREEDER" shall herein be defined as Helen and Kerry Walls, Kilwarrin Kennels
"PUPPY" shall herein be defined as: Kilwarrin__________________________________

A pet puppy, (registered) (registerable) with the Victorian Canine Association (VCA), 
with the registered name of: Kilwarrin_____________________________________
 registration number:___________________________________ 

Sire: 
Dam: 

The Shetland Sheepdog described above is sold for the sum of $ 600.00 
Payment to be made in full at the time of the transaction (Date ________). 
A pet PUPPY is defined here to be a Shetland Sheepdog puppy which is in good health at the time of sale, and embodies the characteristics of the Shetland Sheepdog breed . This PUPPY is purebred and is registered with the Victorian Canine Association. 

This PUPPY is registered with a limited registration, which will prohibit breeding and registering offspring, prohibit showing at any conformation event, (excludes Obedience,  Tracking or any other form of competition), prohibits export of the puppy to any country. 

The BUYER if wishing to have a reassessment of the puppies eligibility for Showing/Breeding will present the puppy at approximately 12 months of age for such assessment and discussion at which time the BREEDER may decide to re-register (at the BUYERS expense,) the puppy onto the main register to allow showing/breeding.

The BREEDER at no time consents to the puppy being exported out of Australia, the BUYER acknowledges that to do so will result in legal action.

(The BUYER agrees a female PUPPY is to be spayed at the appropriate age, and veterinarian confirmation of this procedure will be supplied to the BREEDER. Or the BUYER acknowledges that the BREEDERS recommended that a male Puppy is to be neutered)

The BREEDER guarantees the above described puppy to be in good health and of sound body and constitution, at the time of the sale.

The BREEDER does not assume any liability for any injury to said puppy after delivery. 

The BUYER agrees to have this puppy examined by a veterinarian (at the BUYER”S expense) within 1 week of delivery. 

If the puppy is found to be other than healthy by the BUYER'S veterinarian, it shall be returned to the BREEDER immediately, and the purchase price will be refunded. 

All appropriate shots for the PUPPY'S age have been given, and a record of this vaccination history is supplied. 

The BUYER agrees to maintain the puppy's health in good condition, and to provide yearly examinations, vaccinations, and any other usual procedures necessary to assure good health including grooming, and proper and safe housing.

The BUYER agrees not to abuse, mistreat or neglect this puppy and if at any time was found to have done so by RSPCA or any other Legal representative or body, the BREEDER may reposses the dog back into their care and ownership. 

The BREEDER has done everything possible to produce healthy sound puppies both by breeding only dogs (parents) that are certified free/or “breeding allowed”, of Collie eye and Progressive Retinal Atrophy) and by raising the puppies in the best way possible in regards to diet, exercise, socialisation and veterinary care.

There are many factors that can influence growth and development, such as diet, exercise, weight gain, etc.. The BUYER assumes the responsibility to carry on with the appropriate vaccinations, exercise and feeding schedule, as supplied by the BREEDER. 

MOST PARTICULARLY, the BUYER agrees to keep the puppy slim throughout it's normal growth period. The BREEDER can offer no further guarantees once the care of the puppy is no longer under their control. 

The BUYER agrees that neither he/she nor the BUYER'S estate/executors may sell this PUPPY or transfer ownership of this PUPPY without informing the BREEDER.

BUYER hereby agrees that if at any time the Buyer cannot take proper care of the puppy, the BUYER must contact the BREEDER and the BREEDER will have the first choice to either: (a) take the PUPPY back or (b) assist the BUYER in finding a suitable home for the PUPPY.

The BUYER agrees to notify the BREEDER of any changes of address during the PUPPY'S lifetime. 

The BREEDER neither makes or implies any warranties or guarantees, express or implied, other than those written in the agreement including, without limitation, the warranties of merchantability and fitness. This document constitutes the entire agreement between the Breeder and Buyer with respect to this sale. the Buyer's signature below indicates that he/she has read, agrees and does understands all the conditions of the Sales Agreement and Contract of Sale. 

BUYER:

DATE:

ADDRESS:

PHONE: 

E-MAIL


BREEDER:

DATE:


Developed by Joachim and Wendy Volhard and reprinted here with permission of Wendy Volhard. © 1996 Wendy Volhard. 

Special thanks to Betty Bradley - PWFHOU@aol.com - for contacting Wendy and getting permission to make this available. 


PUPPY APTITUDE TEST
puppy (color, sex) ________________ litter ______________________ date ____________ 

TEST
PURPOSE
SCORE
1

SOCIAL ATTRACTION:
Place puppy in test area. From a few
feet away the tester coaxes the pup
to her/him by clapping hands gently
and kneeling down. Tester must coax in
a direction away from the point where it
entered the testing area.
Degree of social
attraction, confidence
or dependence.
-Came readily, tail up, jumped, bit at hands.
-Came readily, tail up, pawed, licked at hands.
-Came readily, tail up.
-Came readily, tail down
-Came hesitantly, tail down.
-Didn't come at all.
1

2 

3
4
5
6

FOLLOWING:
Stand up and walk away from the
pup in a normal manner. Make sure
the pup sees you walk away.
Degree of following
attraction. Not
following indicates
independence.
-Followed readily, tail up, got underfoot
bit at feet.
-Followed readily, tail up, got underfoot.
-Followed readily, tail up
-Followed readily, tail down.
-Followed hesitantly, tail down.
-No follow or went away.
1 

2 

3
4
5
6

RESTRAINT:
Crouch down and gently roll the pup
on his back and hold it with one
hand for a full 30 seconds.
Degree of dominant or
submissive tendency.
How it accepts stress
when socially/
physically dominated.
-Struggled fiercely, flailed, bit.
-Struggled fiercely, flailed.
-Settled, struggled, settled with some
eye contact.
-Struggled then settled.
-No struggle.
-No struggle, straining to avoid eye contact.
1
2
3 

4
5
6 

SOCIAL DOMINANCE:
Let pup standup and gently stroke
him from the head to back while
you crouch beside him.
Continue stroking until a
recognisable behaviour is established.
Degree of acceptance
of social dominance.
Pup may try to
dominate by jumping
and nipping or is
independent and walks
away.
-Jumped, pawed, bit, growled.
-Jumped, pawded.
-Cuddles up to testor and tries to lick
face.
-Squirmed, licked at hands.
-Rolled over, licked at hands.
-Went away and stayed away.
1
2
3 

4
5
6

ELEVATION DOMINANCE:
Bend over and cradle the pup under
its belly, fingers interlaced, palms
up and elevate it just off the ground.
Hold it there for 30 seconds.
Degree of accepting
dominance while in
position of no control.
-Struggled fiercely, bit, growled.
-Struggled fiercely.
-No struggle, relaxed
-Struggled, settled, licked
-No struggle, licked at hands.
-No struggle, froze.
1
2
3
4
5
6


OBEDIENCE APTITUDE TEST
© 1996 Wendy Volhard; reprinted here with permission
TEST
PURPOSE
SCORE
1

RETRIEVING:
Crouch beside pup and attract
his attention with crumpled up
paper ball. When the pup shows
interest and is watching, toss the
object 4-6 feet in front of pup.
Degree of willingness
to work with a human.
High correlation
between ability to
retrieve and successful
guide dogs, obedience
dogs, field trial dogs.
-Chases object, picks up object and
runs away.
-Chases object, stands over object,
does not return.
-Chases object and returns with object
to testor.
-Chases object and returns without
object to testor.
-Starts to chase object, loses interest.
-Does not chase object.
1 

2 

3 

4 

5
6

TOUCH SENSITIVITY:
Take puppy's webbing of one
front foot and press between *finger
and thumb lightly then more firmly
till you get a response, while you
count slowly to 10. Stop as soon as
puppy pulls away, or shows
discomfort. 

*Do NOT use fingernail.
Degree of sensitivity to
touch.
8-10 counts before response.
6-7 counts before response.
5-6 counts before response.
2-4 counts before response.
1-2 counts before response. 
1
2
3
4
5 

SOUND SENSITIVITY:
Place pup in the center of area,
testor or assistant makes a sharp
noise a few feet from the puppy.
A large metal spoon struck
sharply on a metal pan twice
works well.
Degree of sensitivity to
sound. (Also can be a
rudimentary test for
deafness.)
-Listens, locates sound, walks toward
it barking.
-Listens, locates sound, barks.
-Listens, locates sound, shows
curiosity and walks toward sound.
-Listens, locates the sound.
-Cringes, backs off, hides.
-Ignores sound, shows no curiosity.
1 

2
3 

4
5
6

SIGHT SENSITIVITY:
Place pup in center of room. Tie
a string around a large towel and
jerk it across the floor a few feet
away from puppy.
Degree of intelligent
response to strange
object.
-Looks, attacks and bites.
-Looks, barks and tail up.
-Looks curiously, attempts to
investigate.
-Looks, barks, tail-tuck.
-Runs away, hides.
1
2
3 

4
5

STRUCTURE:
The puppy is gently set in a
natural stance and evaluated for
structure in the following
categories:
Straight front
Straight rear
Shoulder layback
Front angulation
Croup angulation
Rear angulation 

(see diagram below)
Degree of structural
soundness. Good
structure is necessary.
-The puppy is correct in structure.
-The puppy has a slight fault or
deviation.
-The puppy has an extreme fault or 
deviation.
good
fair 

poor






Interpreting the Scores

· Mostly 1's A puppy that consistently scores a 1 in the temperament section of the test is an extremely dominant, aggressive puppy who can easily be provoked to bite. His dominant nature will attempt to resist human leadership, thus requiring only the most experienced of handlers. This puppy is a poor choice for most individuals and will do best in a working situation as a guard or police dog. 

· Mostly 2's This pup is dominant and self-assured. He can be provoked to bite; however he readily accepts human leadership that is firm, consistent and knowledgeable. This is not a dog for a tentative, indecisive individual. In the right hands, he has the potential to become a fine working or show dog and could fit into an adult household, provided the owners know what they are doing. 

· Mostly 3's This pup is outgoing and friendly and will adjust well in situations in which he receives regular training and exercise. He has a flexible temperament that adapts well to different types of environment, provided he is handled correctly. May be too much dog for a family with small children or an elderly couple who are sedentary. 

· Mostly 4's A pup that scores a majority of 4's is an easily controlled, adaptable puppy whose submissive nature will make him continually look to his master for leadership. This pup is easy to train, reliable with kids, and, though he lacks self-confidence, makes a high-quality family pet. He is usually less outgoing than a pup scoring in the 3's, but his demeanor is gentle and affectionate. 

· Mostly 5's This is a pup who is extremely submissive and lacking in self-confidence. He bonds very closely with his owner and requires regular companionship and encouragement to bring him out of himself. If handled incorrectly, this pup will grow up very shy and fearful. For this reason, he will do best in a predictable, structured lifestyle with owners who are patient and not overly demanding, such as an elderly couple. 

· Mostly 6's A puppy that scores 6 consistently is independent and uninterested in people. He will mature into a dog who is not demonstrably affectionate and who has a low need for human companionship. In general, it is rare to see properly socialised pups test this way; however there are several breeds that have been bred for specific tasks (such as basenjis, hounds, and some northern breeds (Alaskan Malamutes and Siberian Huskys) which can exhibit this level of independence. To perform as intended, these dogs require a singularity of purpose that is not compromised by strong attachments to their owner. 

The remainder of the puppy test is an evaluation of obedience aptitude and working ability and provides a general picture of a pup's intelligence, spirit, and willingness to work with a human being. For most owners, a good companion dog will score in the 3 to 4 range in this section of the test. Puppies scoring a combination of 1's and 2's require experienced handlers who will be able to draw the best aspects of their potential from them. 

Important note from Wendy Volhard...regarding the Touch Sensitivity test - Do not use your fingernail when performing this test. Press between the finger and thumb lightly then more firmly until you get a response. 


Developed by Joachim and Wendy Volhard and reprinted here with permission of Wendy Volhard. © 1996 Wendy Volhard. 
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