Tutorial: How to add cool menus (Office 2000 or XP style) in your VB6 app. using VBPhilipUtils.CoolMenus control

1. Create a new project with and add an ImageList control. Add some images (16x16) to the ImageList. I used the VB application wizard to create a new MDI application with toolbar and ImageList. Right click toolbar select Components… and check VBPhilipUtils as shown in Fig.1. Drag an instance of the CoolMenus control to the form. The control will appear in the form (Fig.2)
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                  Figure 2

2. Save the main form, right click the control and select Properties. The Properties window appears. Click the ‘Load menu from .frm file’ and select the .frm file that corresponds to your form. The menu structure of the form appears in the tree view control (Fig. 3)

3. Select Menu style (XP or 2000) and the ImageList from which you’ll take the menu images. For each menu image you want to add, click the menu item and then click the image in the numbered image row (or type the image number).

4. Close the properties window and run the form to test it. It should have cool menus like in Figure 4.
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                                   Figure 3                                                         Figure 4

5. If you change the menu structure, you must save the form and reload it in the properties window. The assigned menu images will be retained.
Enjoy ! (
